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PREFACE. 


It  would  be  difficult  to  exaggerate  the  importance 
of  the  contest  which  is  now  carried  on  in  Spain. 
That  contest  might  have  been,  but  it  was  not 
permitted  to  be,  simply  a  civil  war,  involving  inte- 
rests of  no  greater  magnitude  than  the  success  of 
one  of  the  two  aspirants  to  the  Spanish  throne. 
The  intermeddling  policy  of  what  are  termed  the 
*^  free  governments  of  Western  Europe,"  has  given 
to  the  struggle  a  new  and  a  most  consequential 
character.  England,  France  and  Portugal,  have 
committed  themselves  to  the  contest, — and  the  first 
has  expended  blood  and  treasure  to  an  enormous 
amount,  in  the  hope  of  securing  the  ascendancy  of 
one  of  the  contending  parties. 
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IV  PREFACE. 

The  triumph  of  Don  Carlos  would  therefore 
be  uot  merely  the  defeat  of  Queen  Isabella;  it 
would  be  the  defeat  of  the  combined  powers  of  her 
allies.  Whether  such  will  be  the  issue  of  the 
strife,  I  take  not  on  myself  to  assert.  However,  it 
is  not  only  possible, — ^but  probable; — and  the  pro- 
bability is  in  fact  sufficient  to  fix  the  serious 
attention  of  Europe  upon  a  game  played  for  so 
deep  a  stake. 

This  unhappy  family  quarrel  having  thus  out- 
grown its  peninsular  importance  and  assumed  a 
serious  European  character;  it  will  be  highly  inte- 
resting to  trace  the  progress  and  results  of  its 
last  (and  as  it  appears  to  me)  most  eventful 
campaign.  The  contest  in  the  Basque  provinces 
exhibits  a  perfect  phenomenon  in  the  history  of 
warfare.  The  peasants  of  one  little  comer  of 
the  kingdom  have  now  for  four  years  bid  defi- 
ance to  the  persevering  exertions  of  the  regu- 
larly organized  Government  of  the  country — sup- 
ported as  that  Government  has  been  by  the 
resources  of    two  of   the  most  powerful   nations 
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in  Europe.  The  following  pages — the  result  of 
personal  experience  during  some  months'  travel 
and  residence  amidst  the  most  stirring  scenes  of 
the  mountain  strife,  will,  I  think,  furnish  an  easy 
solution  of  the  problem.  Before  I  crossed  tlie 
Pyrenees,  I  confess  I  was  often  anuused  at  the 
strange  duration  of  this  eventful  struggle,  and  the 
bcSiity  with  which  a  scanty  band  of  Guerillas  gra- 
dually  swelled  into  a  well  organized  and  most 
formidable  army.  I  went  amongst  this  singular 
people — lived  with  them — shared  in  their  toils 
and  privations — ^and  took  my  part  in  their  dan- 
gers and  amusements,  till  what  surprised  me  be- 
fore, surprises  me  no  longer.  The  reader  who 
may  please  to  accompany  me  through  the  follow- 
ing pages,  will  find  a  faithful  transcript  of  first 
impressions,  daily  observations,  gradual  enlighten- 
ment and  final  conviction.  He  will  there  find 
evidences  of  the  natural  resources  and  means  of 
defence  existing  within  those  Provinces,  sufiBcient 
to  prolong  the  civil  strife  to  an  indefinite  period: — 
of  their  occupation  by  a  hardy,  honest,  generous, 
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intelligent  and  noble  people,  in  whom  the  love 
of  liberty  and  the  contempt  of  death  in  its  de- 
fence, seem  instinctive; — who  strangely  combine 
the  greatest  love  and  aptitude  both  for  the  la- 
bours of  the  husbandman  and  of  the  soldier; — 
whose  tastes  are  simple  and  frugal  in  the  midst 
of  native  luxuries; — ^whose  habits  of  patient  and 
persevering  resistance  only  increase  with  ob- 
stacles;— and,  above  all,  whose  enthusiasm  in 
the  cause  of  their  persecuted  Sovereign,  so  de- 
velop and  employ  these  various  qualities,  as  to 
shut  out  the  remotest  prospect  of  the  war  in 
Spain  ^being  brought  to  any  other  termination 
than  the  complete  triumph  of  their  beloved 
Carlos  Quinto. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

I  arrived  at  Bayonne  the  drd  of  September,  1836^ 
preparatory  to  a  tour  in  the  Basque  provinces  and 
Navarre,  as  correspondent  of  the  Morning  Post, 
accredited  to  the  court  of  Don  Carlos.  A  single 
incident  of  my  journey  overland  from  Boulogne 
perhaps  deserves  to  be  mentioned  in  .connexion 
with  the  object  of  my  visit :  it  occurred  a  few  hours 
previous  to  my  arrival. 

Our  diligence  was  crossing  the  Landes2X  sunrise, 
amidst  heavy  gusts  and  thunder  showers.  We  were 
in  the  midst  of  an  immense  waste,  where  heath, 
fiirzey  wild  mint  and  fern  were  thinly  scattered  on 
a  mossy  sur&ce,   reminding  the  traveller  of   the 
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2  DESERTERS   FROM   THE 

bleakest  parts  of  Connemara  or  Dartmoor.  While 
slowly  struggling  through  the  sandy,  moory,  miry 
road,  we  observed  approaching  a  drove  of  eight  or  ten 
of  the  most  wretched  looking  travellers  I  ever  saw, 
destitute  of  either  coats  or  waistcoats,  some  without 
hats,  some  with  ragged  wallets,  their  weather-beaten 
and  neglected  visages  (which  appeared  to  have  only 
been  washed  by  the  rain  for  the  last  week,  and  that 
very  ineflfectually)  presenting  an  expression  of  de- 
basement that  I  have  not  seen  equalled  even  among 
the  poverty-stricken  creatures  who  annually  arrive 
in  crowds  from  the  far  west  of  the  Emerald  Isle  to 
reap  the  harvest  of  England*  Three  couple  walked 
in  such  uncomfortable  proximity  that  it  appeared 
certain  their  wrists  were  joined  by  something 
stronger  than  the  tie  of  boon  companionship.  The 
others  straggled  singly,  all  followed  by  two  well- 
mounted  geM-dCarmesy  comfortably  defended  from 
the  storm  by  their  heavy  cloaks. 

My  fellow  passengers  exclaimed  with  one  voice, 
<<  Voild  les  Anglais  !^^  Another  party  of  a  dozen,  si- 
milarly clad  and  attended,  were  met  a  mile  further 
on ;  and  a  third  drove,  amounting  to  nearly  twenty, 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  behind  the  second.  Again 
and  again  the  passengers  exclaimed  **  Foild  In 
AnglaUr  It  was  not  alone  of  formats  or  /Mztcvret 
mserablesj  or  of  Christino-Carlist  DSserteurs^  they 
spoke  or  thought,  but  of  **  Les  Anglais.'* 


WESTMINSTER  I.EGION.  8 

These  were  indeed  the  Englbh  recruits  of  the 
boasted  Westminster  Legions  escaped  from  the  lash 
of  General  Evans  at  St.  Sebastian  in  the  hope  of 
finding  impunity  amongst  the  Carlists  at  Hernani, 
sabsequently  dismissed  by  CoL  Merry  as  irreclaim- 
able thieves  and  drunkards,  next  abandoned  by  the 
British  Government  and  its  Consul  at  Bayonne  to 
seek  food  and  shelter  in  a  French  prison,  and  to  be 
finally  driven  back  to  their  own  country  in  a  man- 
ner die  most  disgraceful  that  refined  Crallic  policy 
eouU  suggest  The  exclamations  of  my  fellow 
travellers  clearly  indicated  the  success  of  the  exhi- 
bition. Similar  impressions  were  doubtless  cre- 
ated in  the  minds  of  all  "  true  Frenchmen  "  who 
Uavelled  on  or  sojourned  near  le  grand  ehemin, 
between  Bayonne  and  Calais,  not  once  and  away, 
bat  thrice  of  a  morning,  or  as  long  as  the  authori- 
ties could  make  this  godsend  of  English  abasement 
last  day  after  day,  and  dozen  after  dozen,  till  they 
emptied  their  prisons  of  the  200  Westminster  he- 
roes. What  Lord  Palmerston  could  have  expected 
to  gain  for  the  honour  of  the  British  name  in  the 
military  eyes  of  La  Betk  France  (ever  sufficiently 
disposed  to  think  lightly  enough  of  it,)  by  permit- 
ting such  a  parade  of  all  that  could  by  possibility 
attach  to  that  name,  of  unsoldierly,  dishonourable, 
and  contemptible,  was  more  than  I  could  compre- 
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hend ;  so  I  shall  not  attempt  any  explanation  of  the 
phenomenon. 

The  French  police  were  at  this  period  keeping 
a  very  punctilious  watch  along  the  Spanish  frontier, 
and  travellers  who  were  suspected  of  wishing  to  en- 
ter the  Carlist  territories,  were  placed  under  strict 
surveillance^  which  required  some  good  management 
on  the  part  of  friends,  and  not  a  little  personal  ex- 
ertion, to  evade  or  surmount  The  pleasures  of  suc- 
cess in  such  exciting  circumstances  are,  however, 
well  worth  the  risk.  Washington  Irving,  in  one  of 
his  admirable  brigand  stories  introduces  an  English 
traveller  who  had  penetrated  the  Apennines  and 
braved  all  the  dangers  of  that  stiletto  climate,  simply 
<<  because  it  was  the  only  part  of  the  world  where 
one  might  hope  to  experience  a  new  sensation/' 
That  opinion  however,  was  delivered  before  the 
commencement  of  the  present  war  in  Spain,  other- 
wise the  very  observing  author  who  has  travelled 
in  that  kingdom  also,  would  not  have  left  it  without 
honourable  mention.  I  can  say,  from  my  own  ex- 
perience, that  the  Englishman  who  may  wish  to 
drive  away  ennui  by  a  sight  of  a  ChrUtino  game  of 
foot-ball  at  Barcelona  with  Carlist  prisoners'  heads, 
or  sup  on  horrors  at  the  caf6  of  the  Puerto  del  Sfd 
at  Madrid,  (where  platos  of  their  own  captab-ge- 
nerals  may  be  had,  as  specified  in  the  carte^  au  juste 
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prix)  will  certainly  acquire  an  additional  appetite 
by  the  way,  if  he  will  take  the  trouble  to  enter 
Spain  by  the  Pyrenees  as  I  did.  A  gay  young  Bre- 
ton, the  Count  de  C ,  who  had  held  a  com- 
mission in  the  French  Lancers  and  had  been  page 
to  Charles  X,  accompanied  me  from  Bayonne.  At 
four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  eighth  of  Sep- 
tember, we  walked  leisurely  out  of  the  Spanish  gate, 
and  promenaded  in  the  direction  of  St.  Jean  de 
Luz,  leaving  to  good  friends  within  the  walls  the 
task  of  forwarding  our  luggage,  confidential  papers, 
&C.  We  viewed  the  passing  diligence  as  uncon- 
cernedly as  possible,  like  people  who  were  just 
about  to  turn  back  again,  and  when  it  was  fairly  out 
of  sight,  mended  our  pace  to  overtake  our  Basque 
guide,  whose  long  legs  and  slow  swinging  steps 
kept  ever  in  advance  without  the  least  apparent  ef- 
fort We  overtook  him  by  incredible  exertions  but 
it  was  of  no  use,  he  would  not  walk  near  us.  We 
spoke  to  him  about  the  journey,  but  he  only  shook 
his  head  and  said  <*  chito  /"  (hush)  and  walked  on. 
In  about  a  couple  of  hours,  just  as  it  was  getting 
dark,  we  lost  sight  of  him,  and  to  add  to  our  com- 
fort we  came  upon  a  couple  of  grim  douaniers  who 
'were  looking  out  for  such  contraband  travellers, 
and  who,  if  they  thought  we  intended  going  farther 
than  St.  Jean  de  Luz,  would  have  taken  care  to 
see  us  safely  back  to  the  city  guard-house  for  the 
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night,  and  perliaps  favour  us  next  morning  with 
an  escort  to  Calais  along  with  the  deserters  from 
St  Sebastian. 

When  the  douanier  disappeared,  our  Basque 
guide  appeared  again,  and  beckoned  us  into  an 
Auberge  where  two  or  three  savage  looking  com-* 
rades  of  his  lay  in  wait,  and  stripped  us  of  oiir 
surtoutB,  umbrellas,  hats,  cravats,  coats  and  fine 
flowery  waistcoats.  They  rummaged  all  our 
pockets  and  divided  the  spoils  amongst  them.  One 
savage  put  on  all  our  coats  and  tried  to  put  on 
our  hats,  but  they  would  not  fit  his  shock  head, 
atid  after  vain  efforts  he  crammed  them  into  my 
(now  his)  surtout  pockets.  This  fellow  now  in- 
sisted on  thrusting  me  into  his  jacket,  (a  flimsy 
barragan  flying  open  at  the  neck,)  clapped  his 
boyna  (for  all  the  world  like  Tam  o*  Shanter's 
blue  bonnet,)  on  my  head,  and  having  made  the 
Count  assume  a  similar  costume,  disappeared  with 
our  clothes.  They  then  thrust  a  morsel  of  bread 
and  cheese  down  our  throats,  and  laid  before  us 
some  vin  ordinaire  and  some  eau  de  vie.  The 
wine  we  found  was  vinegar,  and  proceeded  to  qua- 
lify it  with  the  brandy,  when  the  guide  seized  and 
spilled  the  headache  draughts  about  the  floor,  and 
poured  us  out  eau  de  vie  alone.  All  this  while  the 
Aubergist  was  manoeuvring  the  candle ;  now  shading 
it  with  his  hand  from  the  window,  now  putting  it 
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oat,  and  now  lighting  it  again  by  some  incompre- 
hensible savage  chemistry.  Between  each  bite 
and  sop,  I  was  fumbling  to  button  the  Basque 
jacket,  and  could'nt  find  the  button  holes.  There 
were  none !  The  silent  guide  on  a  sudden  seized 
the  dirk-like  bread  knife  with  one  hand,  grasped 
my  breast  with  the  other,  and  immediately  made 
lialf  a  dozen  button  holes  for  me,  and  we  all  sal- 
lied out  regular  French  Basque  mountaineers. 

The  Pyrenees  appeared  in  the  dusk  like  a  wall 
before  us.  It  fortunately  came  on  to  rain  and  blow, 
80  the  Basques  struck  off  at  once  from  the  high 
road  in  a  direction  that  we  could  merely  perceive 
led  to  the  highest  and  steepest  of  the  range.  We 
were  wet  through  in  three  minutes,  and  found  we  had 
nothing  further  to  fear  from  the  weather, — saving  the 
rheumatism.  We  were  marching  Indian-file  fashion 
amongst  stone-walled  fields  and  houses,  slippery 
water-courses,  rough  stiles  and  shingly  bridle-roads 
with  occasional  slough  bottoms  for  about  an  hour, 
die  Basques  chattering  loudly,  but  whenever  we 
opened  our  mouths  even  to  utter  a  pious  ejacula- 
tion, we  found  it  shut  with  a  low  but  imperative 
"cAtto/"  We  at  length  arrived  at  a  low  maize- 
thatched  cottage,  and  on  a  signal  all  entered. 
When  the  door  and  windows  were  secured,  and 
the  fire  blown  up,  I  perceived  my  fetch,  (the  death 
fetch  they  call  it  in  Ireland,)  already  sitting  at  the 
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fire  It  was  the  savage  who  ran  off  with  our  two 
coats,  surtouts,  hats,  and  gay  flowered  waistcoats, 
and  who  was  now  recklessly  preparing  some  rashers 
and  eggs,  assisted  by  a  very  old  and  a  very  young 
woman,  both  with  bright  black  eyes  and  gold  ear- 
rings, several  gold  rings  of  all  fashions  on  each 
band,  and  their  hair  tied  up  in  Basque  handker- 
chiefe,  so  picturesquely  brigand.  We  shivered 
with  cold  and  wet,  and  our  savage  coat-bearer 
threw  his  spoils  over  our  shoulders,  while  we 
snatched  a  hasty  supper  and  gratefully  received 
from  the  hands  of  the  hostess  the  eau  de  vie  which 
we  no  longer  thought  of  adulterating  with  wine. 
The  fetch-savage  then  robbed  us  of  our  coats 
again,  and  the  pleasures  of  the  march  were  re- 
newed with  additions  and  variations. 

The  night  was  pitch  dark  and  we  could  not  con- 
ceive how  the  first  guide  found  his  way,  unless  it 
were  by  instinct  I  was  next,  and  (my  leader  having 
no  skirts  to  his  jacket,)  I  caught  at  the  sound  of  liis 
tramps  and  plashes ;  the  second  Basque  followed 
to  pick  me  up  when  I  fell,  the  third  doing  the 
same  for  my  companion.  The  wind  rose  and  blew 
off  the  rain,  and  blew  open  a  star  or  two,  so  we 
could  see  the  mountain  we  were  climbing.  I  slipt, 
until  stopped  by  a  furze-bush,  the  prickles  of  which 
served  as  very  sufficient  memoranda  to  pick  them 
out  of   my  hands  and  legs  next  day.     A  tract 
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of  fern  now  occurred,  and  I  pulled  myself  up  by 
them  with  great  success,  till  I  grasped  a  briar 
by  mistake.  A  sheep  track  glistened  in  the  star- 
light ;  I  tried  a  step  or  two  on  it,  and  slid  back 
twenty :  at  length  I  reached  the  summit,  and  turned 
to  view  the  brilliant  effect  of  the  distant  Phare 
de  BiarrhitZy  when  a  sudden  gust  swept  me  off,  and 
back  again  into  a  ravine.  Proceeding  more  cau- 
tiously I  weathered  the  ridge,  and  contrived  tp 
descend  on  the  other  side.  The  march  now  became 
a  monotonous  plunging  tramp  through  heath  and 
fiirze  for  about  a  mile,  varied  only  by  a  trip  which 
gave  me  a  violent  cramp.  The  guides  half  pulled 
my  leg  off,  at  the  same  time  commanding  silence 
with  their  eternal  ^^  Chito  !  Onto  r  I  observed  a  sud- 
den halt  and  consultation  in  low  whispers — <*  La 
DouaneP*  Anawfnl  pause  occurred,  which  was  broken 
by  the  welcome  assurance  "  Vacoj  (a  cow,)  chito  /" 
At  length  we  reached  the  bottom,  a  ravine  in 
which  a  dark  torrent  rushed.  I  could  not  ford  it, 
nor  step  it,  nor  lekp  it,  but  the  guides  scrambled  it, 
and  got  me  over  I  don't  know  how.  I  prayed  to 
be  allowed  to  drink,  but  the  guides  could  not  hear 
me,  (having  lost  my  voice,)  and  the  water  was 
out  of  my  depth  below  the  bank,  so  I  proceeded, 
enduring  the  torments  of  Dives,  till  a  shallower 
stream  afforded  me  something  ^^  pour  boire"  I 
climbed  a  second  slippery  mountain,  on  the  surface 
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of  which  tough  Beut-grass,  polished  rush  tufts  and 
dwarf  wiry  wet  sheepWescue  grass,  all  seemed 
leagued  to  deprive  me  of  footing.  I  fell  again  and 
again ;  my  cramp  returned  with  violence,  and  there 
I  lay  kicking  and  plunging  and  anathematizing 
the  mountain,  till  the  guides  got  alarmed,  lifted 
me  on  my  feet  and  bore  me  up  and  along  like  a 
child  in  their  grasp  for  five  minutes,  at  the  end  of 
^irhich  they  set  me  down  beside  a  rock,  exclaiming 
in  triumph,   ^^  Etpafia!" 

Here  we  were  indulged  with  the  luxury  of  a 
few  minutes'  repose.  The  soil  was  now  all  rodEy 
so  that  the  ndn  ran  off  as  &st  as  it  fell,  and  we  lay 
comparatively  high  and  dry.  But  we  soon  at> 
tained  the  same  temperature  of  the  mountains, 
for  our  Basque  jackets  were  very  thin,  and  we  fell 
it  necessary  to  keep  moving  to  keep  alive.  Re« 
commencing  our  route,  we  stumbled  on  a  corpse : 
but  'twas  only  that  of  a  deer.  The  guides  found 
with  their  fingers  the  bullet-hole  which  ended  its 
career  about  a  month  ago.  There  it  lay  after  its 
last  and  fruitless  escape,  so  much  lost  venison — too 
highly  flavoured  for  man,  and  not  yet  discovered 
by  die  eagles  and  wolves.  All  the  rest  of  our 
journey  lay  down-hill,  or  radier  down  torrent,  for 
the  mountain-side  was  a  continuous  watercourse, 
every  square  yard  of  which  is  tributary  to  the  Rio 
BidasBoa,  presenting  great  fiidlities  of  descent  in 
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a  variety  of  positioiu.  On  a  sudden  I  found  myself 
slipping  down  a  clean-washed  stratum  of  primitive 
slate  rock,  three  perches  long,  which  shone  like  a 
loddng^lass  in  the  starlight  after  I  had  passed  it, 
though  black  to  the  eye  above ;  at  the  bottom  a 
small  bed  of  soft  allurium  about  a  foot  deep,  broke 
my  falL  The  guides  soon  pulled  me  out  and 
placed  me  between  diem  in  Indian-file  fiashion 
again,  so  that  when  I  slipped  or  fell,  I  was  stopped 
by  my  predecessor. 

This  arrangement  was  particularly  useful  in  the 
dwarf  blackthorn  district  which  followed.  The  stems 
were  so  small  and  so  low  that  I  could  not  see  them, 
but  each  had  an  expansion  of  branches  on  the 
fishing-hook  principle,  nibbled  bare  by  the  hares 
and  goats,  so  that  my  boots  or  trowsers  were 
caught  at  every  second  or  third  step.  Having 
deared  the  summit,  and  the  adjoining  steep,  we  at 
last  found  ourselves  safely  walking  in  something 
like  a  regular  stream  with  banks  on  both  sides,  and 
firm  gravel  at  the  bottom  to  prevent  our  slip- 
ping. But  this  was  too  good  to  last  long,  and  the 
90ttnd  of  a  waterfiall  a  few  yards  in  advance  inti- 
mated the  occasion  of  the  guides  abandoning  it,  to 
damber  among  the  side  rocks  again.  These,  how- 
ever, were  rather  steep,  and  the  crevices  for  fingers 
and  toes  too  shallow  and  &t  apart  for  safety,  so 
the  guides  brought  us  down  to  the  river  again, 
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which  here  only  afforded  round,  smooth,  stepping 
stones,  more  slippery  than  the  Cramp-Mountain ; 
so  I  walked  knee-deep  for  safety. 

Next  came  the  forest  district,  in  which  the  shades 
of  night  lay  so  deep,  that  I  could  not  distinguish 
the  species  of  a  single  tree,  although  from  the 
handsful  of  leaves  which  I  plucked  in  vexation 
from  some  boughs  that  the  guides  let  slap  into 
my  face,  I  concluded  that  we  passed  under  ches* 
nut,  holly,  oak,  enicina,  box,  wild  cherry,  crab, 
beech,  and  various  species  of  fir  trees.  A  broken 
nondescript  branch  came  against  my  breast,  and 
obliged  me  to  pause  for  want  of  breath ;  another, 
much  smaller  and  sharper,  fortunately  held  its 
point  80  as  to  take  my  nose  exactly  between  the 
eyes,  and  merely  knocked  me  over,  without  injuring 
my  sight  Stepping  forward,  while  stooping  to 
avoid  an  expected  repetition  of  such  a  Ult,  I  at  last 
unfortunately  overstepped  the  forest  boundary,  and 
slipped  down  a  precipitous  bank ;  the  sensation 
while  falling  was  by  no  means  agreeable ;  but  it  was 
of  short  duration,  for  a  feathery  birch  tree  received 
me  safely,  and  the  only  difficulty  which  arose  was 
on  the  part  of  the  guides,  as  to  how  they  should 
make  their  way  to  the  spot,  and  extricate  me  from 
the  position  into  whidi  I  had  fallen,  like  a  wedge 
between  the  branches  of  its  forked  stem. 
•    But  I  cannot  possibly  describe  all  the  incidents 
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characteristic  of  the  jowmeyy  and  it  is  better  to  leave 
the  emulous  traveller  to  experience  some  of  the 
charms  of  novelty.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  in  about 
twelve  hours  after  we  walked  out  of  Bayonne, 
we  all  limped  into  Vera,  through  the  tail-race 
of  a  mill,  and  in  about  half  an  hour  more,  succeeded 
in  rousing  the  Patrona  of  the  Posada  and  making 
our  way  through  the  pigs  and  mules  on  the  ground* 
floor  to  the  camera  above,  where,  while  supper  and 
beds  were  preparing,  the  Count  and  I  made  a 
variety  of  interesting  discoveries, — viz.  that  our 
hands  were  full  of  thorns  and  covered  with  blood, 
our  faces  also  tattooed  d  la  bruyirei — my  right 
leg  immoveable  with  a  settled  cramp,  ova  trowsers 
torn,  their  straps  hanging  quartered,  and  our  boots 
cat  and  slashed  in  the  ornamental  style  of  Spanish 
open-work.  Our  papers  were  wet  through,  our  coats 
burst  in  the  sleeves  by  the  forcible  entry  of  Basque 
shoulders,  and  our  hats,  when  withdrawn  from  the 
pockets,  were  moulded  and  crumpled  up  into  black 
pocket-handkerchiefs.  My  feet  were  swelled, — 
my  boots  would  not  come  off,  and  I  could  not  a£Pord 
to  let  the  guides  cut  them  open,  as  my  baggage 
was  at  the  other  side  of  the  Pyrenees,  and  I  had 
very  little  hopes  of  ever  seeing  it  again,  and  sandals 
cmly  are  to  be  purchased  at  Vera, — so  I  was  put  to 
bed  in  my  boots.  I  tried  to  sleep,  but  I  was  too 
much  fatigued,  and  the  floor  was  full  of  holes,  and 
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the  merriment  of  the  three  g^des,  the  patrons,  and 
the  three  senoritas,  over  their  supper  in  the  kitchen 
below,  ascended  for  hours  and  banished  sleep  till 
broad  daylight  came  to  drive  them  to  repose. 
Then,  and  not  till  then,  did  I  taste  the  sweets  of 
sleep. 
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CHAPTEH   11. 

The  valleys  of  Navarre  present  to  the  eye  of 
the  traveller  some  of  the  most  splendid  scenery  in 
the  world,  and  are  at  the  present  moment  rendered 
donhly  interesting,  as  being  the  theatre  of  a  contest 
on  which  so  much  depends,  not  merely  for  Spain, 
but  for  Europe.  There  may  be  seen  the  gratifying 
spectacle  of  a  people  fighting  at  once  for  loyalty 
and  liberty,  for  the  principle  of  Intimacy  and  the 
exercise  of  practical  fireedom;  for  the  rights  of  their 
sovereign  and  their  own  constitutional  privileges. 
But  the  scenery,  like  the  subject,  is  too  extensive 
to  be  dealt  with  en  masse,  and  well  merits  a  separate 
description.  The  valley  of  the  river  of  Bidassoa, 
along  which  I  rode  the  day  after  I  crossed  the 
frontier,  firom  its  sources  above  Vera  to  its  mouth 
at  Inm  and  Fnenterabia,  affords  a  richly  character- 
istic specimen. 
The  river  banks  contract  in  many  places  to  pre* 


16  VALLEY   OF  THE   BI0AS80A. 

cipices,  then  expand  again  into  patches  of  alluvion, 
highly  cultivated,  and  exhibiting  rich  crops  of 
maize,  (the  Indian  com  of  North  America,  and 
"  ble  turque"  of  France,)  vines,  melons,  calabashes, 
potatoes,  and  legumes;  the  river  rushes  rapidly 
over  scattered  rocks,  and  the  mountain  sides  are 
thickly  studded,  here  with  oaks,  and  there  with 
ch^snut  trees  in  full  bearing ;  the  road  frequently 
shrinks  to  a  rough  escalier  bridle  track  for  mules, 
and  would  be  a  perfect  staircase  if  furnished  with  a 
balustrade  to  preserve  the  wayfarer  firom  stumbling 
over  its  precipitous  brink,  which  overhangs  often 
the  stream  at  a  dangerous  height  1^1  weiis  and 
salmon  nets  are  seen  in  each  rocky  gap  below,  while 
every  chink  and  fissure,  around  and  above,  are  filled 
with  luxuriant  box  trees,  and  brilliant  flowering 
broom  and  heath.  For  miles  the  valley  thus  exhibits 
the  alternate  aspects  of  garden,  orchard,  forest,  fieurm 
and  fortress.  In  hundreds  of  places  the  passes  might 
be  defended  by  twenty  resolute  men  against  a  host 
of  invaders;  or  built  up  in  a  few  minutes  so  eflec- 
tively  with  loose  rodus  rolled  down  firom  above, 
that  a  Christino  army  of  20,000  men  would  have 
no  choice  but  to  return  as  they  came,  or  stay  and 
be  shot,  or  crushed  from  the  piled-up  magazine  of 
rods* above,  if  they  continued  their  march  along 
the  bed  of  the  torrent  Even  Rodil,  when,  two 
years  before,  he  led  what  was  then  an  overwhelming 
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Christino  force  to  bam  and  plunder  Vera  and 
daughter  the  Carlist  inhabitants,  did  not  ventore  to 
enter  the  valley  by  the  river  road*  He  led  his 
army  over  the  bare  rocky  mountain  at  the  source 
of  the  Bidassoa,  and  returned  to  the  Bastan  by  a 
similar  open  track,  having  effected  nothing  but  the 
destruction  of  the  Capuchin  convent,  the  massacre 
of  a  few  peasants,  too  infirm  or  too  foolishly 
confiding  in  his  clemency  to  fly  with  the  rest, 
planting  in  the  minds  of  the  survivors  a  bitter 
remembrance  of  his  execrable  vengeance,  that  can 
only  be  effaced  with  life.  The  bleak  and  blackened 
aq>ect  of  the  convent,  where  the  weary  traveUer 
and  houseless  outcast  of  a  merciless  dvil  war  once 
found  a  hospitable  shelter,  would  of  itself  be  enough 
to  rouse  the  sympathies  of  a  people  who  for  cen- 
turies had  looked  upon  it  as  their  granary,  their 
hospital,  their  house  of  prayer  and  house  of  refuge ; 
bat  the  Capuchins  are  now  themselves  **  abroad,'' 
moring  heaven  and  earth  against  the  perpetrators 
of  the  outrage;  and  powerful  schoolmasters  they  are ; 
— some  of  them  handle  the  musket  and  bayonet 
in  the  battalions  of  Navarre  as  weU  as  if  they  had 
never  worn  a  hood.  But  the  women,  always  the 
most  inveterate  partisans  and  freest  in  their  poli- 
tical invectives,  are  ever  the  most  effective  preachers 
and  teachers;  and  from  the  style  of  execration  in 
which  those  of  Vera  joined  at  the  mere  mention 
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of  the  name  of  Rodil,  and  the  indescribable  tones 
and  looks  which  betray  so  forcibly  all  that  even 
Spanish  curses  cannot  give  vent  to,  1  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  every  mother's  son  in  this 
valley  is  already  imbued  with  a  sufficient  hatred  of 
Christino  rule  to  last  his  own  life  at  least 

I  have  heard  and  read  much  of  Spanish  idleness, 
but  as  &r  as  my  observation  goes,  it  does  not  justly 
apply  to  the  Basque  peasantry.  Every  available 
inch  of  ground  of  the  Bidassoa  valley  is  cultivated 
with  the  hoe.  Attached  to  each  little  &rm-house 
along  the  escalier  track  (where  car  or  charette  was 
never  seen,  and  where  all  must  be  carried  on  mules' 
or  men's  backs)  is  a  limekiln,  and  in  most  instances 
not  a  small  one,  to  enable  them  to  prepare  that 
valuable  manure  for  their  maize-ground.  I  saw 
it  bid  on  near  Saline  with  an  unsparing  hand. 
The  limestone  for  this  purpose  is  brought  from  a 
quarry  over  the  hills  opposite  Behobia,  at  the  very 
mouth  of  the  valley.  Various  mine-holes  are  to  be 
seen  where  they  have  driven  into  the  slate  rocks  in 
search  of  copper  ore,  and  the  mineral  bearings 
strewed  about  the  road  indicate  that  the  search  was 
not  made  in  vain.  As  we  crossed  the  river  with 
our  mules  in  a  ferry-boat  (the  guide-rope  of  which 
consisted  of  plaited  vine-stalks),  a  Carlist  douanier 
stepped  down  to  the  landing-place  to  look  after  his 
portion  of  afficurs  of  state ;  but  instead  of  sword  or 
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gun  he  carried  in  one  hand  a  hoe,  with  which  he 
had  been  dressing  his  maize  plantation,  and  in  the 
other  a  set  of  night-lines  ready  baited  for  the  eel 
fishery.  Little  mills  overhung  the  bank,  the  plate- 
like wheels  of  which  spun  horizontally  as  the  water- 
spout splashed  thereon — thus  enabling  the  upright 
axle-shaft  to  turn  the  millstone  without  addi- 
tbnal  gear,  and  making  the  most  of  the  fall. 

As  we  descended,  the  character  of  the  valley, 
the  river  and  the  road,  changed  altogether ;  smooth 
stretches  of  the  river  occurred,  and  broad-bottomed 
hatteaux  were  to  be  seen  wafting  produce  or  manure 
along  or  across  it  The  frontier  line  lies  along  the 
Spanish  side  of  the  river  for  two  or  three  miles, 
and  brings  the  French  dauane  into  action  in 
a  most  Quire  and  inconvenient  position,  right 
across  both  it  and  the  high  road  of  the  valley* 
French  wines  and  brandy,  cloth,  linen  and  leather, 
are  however  wanted  in  the  provinces,  and  find  their 
way  in  the  dark  with  great  facility,  paying  a  small 
duty  at  the  Carlist  custom  houses  along  the 
frontier,  which  I  was  assured,  the  Spanish  contra- 
bandists make  it  a  point  of  honour  and  of  patriotism 
not  to  evade.  The  bridge  of  Behobia  formed  the 
connecting  link  of  this  outlying  mal  porta  territory 
with  France,  and  was  then  held  on  the  Spanish 
Side  by  about  120  Christines,  who  occupied  half  a 
dozen  old  houses  forming  the  famous  debateable 
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station,  la  t4te  du  pont  de  Behobitu  The  Christinos 
had  only  four  pieces  of  artillery  for  its  defence 
(a  four,  a  six,  an  eight  pounder,  and  a  mortar  that 
throws  forty-eight  pound  shells)  and  the  Carlist 
artillery  at  Iron  might,  if  brought  and  planted 
on  St  Marcial  above  it,  have  battered  the  old  walls 
into  the  river  in  the  space  of  ten  minutes.  But  the 
French  authorities  forbid  any  artillery  practice  upon 
the  frontier  on  the  plea  of  the  point  of  national 
honour,  besides  they  have  very  excellent  quarters 
for  a  petit  corps  of  observation  in  some  high  sub- 
stantial houses  attached  to  their  Bidassoa  Hotel, 
which  is  called  for  dbtinction  sake  la  queue  du 
pont;  and  their  windows  there  might  be  broken  by 
the  over  zealous  Carlist  balls,  after  passing  through 
the  caserne  of  the  Christinos.  The  long  wooden 
bridge  was  a  favorite  promenade  for  both  parties, 
French  and  Christino.  Indeed  it  was  rather  a 
matter  of  necessity  for  the  garrison  if  they  would 
take  the  air  at  all,  to  keep  their  old  houses  between 
them  and  the  Carlist  mountaineers.  I  saw  several 
of  the  batteaux  laden  with  the  green  maize  stalks 
for  forage,  pass  under  the  bridge  to  the  Carlist 
consumers  at  Irun  and  Fuentarabia,  despite  the 
double  guard  of  French  and  Spanish  function- 
aries; a  tolerably  strong  indication  of  the  successful 
pertinacity  with  which  labour  in  this  valley  seeks 
and  finds  its  reward  at  market,  despite  of  the 
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"  Guns,  drums,  trumpets,  blunderbuss,  and  thunder  " 

of  the  Behobian  authorities  professedly  in  the  oppo- 
site interest  However,  a  river  is  a  bad  line  of  de- 
marcation between  a  productive  nation  and  a  con- 
suming one*  Conunerce  or  contraband  easily  drives 
a  boat  and  six  through  it  Both  France  and  Spain 
recognise  the  principle  of  ^*  the  summits  of  the 
water  partings"  for  their  common  frontier  line 
alcMig  the  tops  of  the  Pyrenees,  and  have  acted  on 
this  rule  disinterestedly  wherever  the  ground  at 
each  side  is  good  for  nothing.  The  exceptions, 
however,  are  (as  might  be  expected)  taut  au 
cmtrairej  as  wide  asunder  in  theory  and  practice 
as  Lord  Palmerston's  principle  of  non-intervention 
and  bis  war&re  in  Guipuscoa  and  Biscay. 

The  Navarrese  seem  made  for  their  mountains. 
Clad  and  armed  in  the  lightest  and  simplest 
manner,  they  skip  along  the  rocks  like  deer. 
They  wear  blue  cloth  bonnets,  (similar  to  that  of 
the  French  Basques  which  our  guides  wore,  but 
extended  trencher-wise  by  a  hoop  of  willow,)  short 
jackets,  with  linen  trowsers  in  summer.  The 
vohaUariOj  who  accompanied  our  mules  as  a  guard 
of  honour,  seemed  rather  to  prefer  running  than 
walking.  His^pace  excited  my  admiration,  for  he 
got  over  the  staircases,  up  or  down  hill,  as  if  his 
1^  were  springs  and  the  rocks  Indian  rubber;  but 
nearly  all  whom  we  met  seemed  to  possess  the 


22  NAVARRESE   ACCOUTREMENTS. 

same  happy  elasticity  of  step.  Several  fcuxxo9o$ 
passed  us  at  this  courier  trot,  going  and  coming, 
carrying  their  coats  over  one  shoulder,  and  their 
guns  club  £Eishion,  over  the  other;  the  bayonet 
(which  has  a  useful  slide  ring  to  secure  it  on  the 
muzzle)  is  worn  at  the  right  side  in  a  broad  strap 
round  the  waist.  Twenty  cartridge  tubes  of  tin 
are  borne  in  front,  attached  to  the  same  waist  belt, 
and  secured  from  all  danger  of  wet  or  explosion 
by  a  falling  flap  of  leather.  This  was  the  arrange- 
ment of  Zumalacarregui,  and  I  could  easily  believe 
that  one  soldier  so  accoutred  is  as  effective  for 
mountaineer  warfare  as  two  burthened  in  the  style 
of  the  French  troops  of  the  line,  with  knapsack  and 
lengthy  cross  belts,  cartouche  boxes  and  bayonets, 
swords  which  they  never  use,  and  stocks  which 
really  deserve  the  name.  As  I  observed  in  my  ride 
the  two  species  of  soldiers  at  opposite  sides  of  tlie 
river,  it  struck  me  what  a  vast  saving  of  weight 
it  would  be  to  the  latter,  if  their  belts  were  made  a 
little  longer,  and  their  swords,  bayonets  and 
cartouche  boxes  allowed  to  trail  on  duty  and  parade. 
A  heavy  knapsack  would  hang  a  Basque  or  Navar- 
rese  mountaineer,  and  a  stock  would  choke  him  or 
be  burst  open  by  the  free  play  of  the  muscles  and 
veins  in  his  neck,  which  experience  the  full  benefit 
of  sun  wind  and  rain  all  the  year  round.  A  small 
bag  or  net  slung  over  his  shoulder  carries  all  he 
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wants  or  cares  for.  His  great  superiority  of  move- 
ment, however,  appeared  to  be  the  result  of  die 
simple  and  judicious  way  in  which  his  feet  were 
attired  in  slight  canvas  sandals  with  hempen  soles 
that  just  protected  the  toes  and  heels,  loosely  tied 
over  the  instep  and  ancle, — thus  leaving  the  whole 
powerful  and  complex  organ  to  play  with  all  the 
efficiency  which  nature  conferred  on  its  beautiful 
organization. 

Having  made  a  detour  above  Saline,  and  over 
the  celebrated  Mount  St  Marcial,  to  avoid  the  in- 
terference of  the  French  Douane  of  the  river,  and 
Christino  garrison  of  the  bridge,  we  descended  into 
Irun,  a  small  town  tolerably  clear  of  suburbs, 
situated  on  a  hill  side  which  rises  gently  from  the 
ridi  tract  of  alluvion  that  lies  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river.  It  is  surrounded  by  walls  (rather  slight 
indeed,  being  merely  those  of  its  court  yards  and 
gardens,)  but  pierced  at  every  approachable  posi- 
tion with  loopholes  for  musketry.  The  gates  are 
slenderly  fortified  with  galleries,  also  pierced  with 
crenelles  which  afford  tolerable  positions  for  a 
defence  by  infantry ;  but  instead  of  muskets  and 
bristling  bayonets,  we  only  saw  half-a-dozen  pair 
of  bright  black  eyes  levelled  at  us,  and  heard  the 
joyous  laughter  of  as  many  girls  who  were  going 
to  the  fountain,  each  with  her  picturesque  cruche 
on  her  head.    As  we  returned  from  the  Comisario'$ 
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office,  whither  we  went  to  obtain  our  passports,  a 
sentinel  appeared  there :  possibly  he  had  been  on 
parade,  or  at  dinner,  or  at  a  dance  before  the  Ccua 
de  Villa  a  few  yards  farther  on,  but  he  might  just 
as  well  (except  for  the  honour  of  the  thing)  have 
been  away  altogether,  for  not  only  was  the  whole 
town  devotedly  Carlist,  but  also  the  whole  country 
around  it 

There  were  only  two  points  from  whence  Inui 
had  any  surprize  to  fear,  Behobia  and  Passages 
— ^which  were  watched  with  jealous  care  night  and 
day  by  small  advanced  parties,  and  although  not 
above  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  titt  du  pont, 
Irun  was  considered  secure  against  surprize.  The 
Christinos  lately  planted  the  large  forty-eight 
pound  mortar  on  the  bridge,  with  the  hope  of 
being  able  to  send  a  few  shells  to  disturb  its 
repose ;  but  on  trying  the  experiment,  they  found 
they  could  not  even  reach  the  caserne  that  lies 
midway  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  where  the  Car- 
list  partida  was  stationed  to  keep  them  in  check. 
But  the  town  itself  was  tolerably  well  prepared  to 
give  a  warm  reception  to  any  hostile  force  that 
might,  by  the  chances  of  war,  have  been  able  to 
drive  back  the  outlying  parties.  Lord  John  Hay's 
steam-boats  were  so  near,  that  the  inhabitants  could 
never  be  certain  that  they  might  not  see  them  all 
some  fine  morning  in  their  little  bay,  but  that  did 
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not  appear  to  trouble  them  much,  recoUectiiig  as 
they  did,  the  small  success  that  attended  his  lord- 
dup^s  previous  essay  there.  In  the  first  place  the 
strong  data  de  Villa  had  been  insulated,  and  the 
windows  built  up,  so  as  to  be  reduced  to  loop-holes. 
Then,  each  house  in  the  Plaza  Beal  and  in  the 
principal  ayenues  commanding  it,  was  converted  into 
a  separate  fortaUce  by  strong  boards  placed  in  the 
balconies  and  pierced  for  musketry ;  but  the  main 
strength  of  the  place  consisted  in  a  small  star-fort 
recently  erected  on  a  hill  to  the  south-west,  which 
commanded  not  only  the  town  but  the  shore, 
and  all  the  approaches,  whether  from  the  two  hos- 
tile stations  before-mentioned,  or  (if  it  should 
90  happen)  from  their  own  friendly  positions  of 
Tolosa  and  Fuentarabia.  This  had  been  hastily 
thrown  up  since  Evans'  visit  to  the  vicinity,  and 
contained  six  platforms  for  heavy  cannon,  with  in- 
termediate parapets  entrenched  for  infantry.  Four 
guns  of  eighteen  pounds'  calibre  were  already 
planted,  and  rendered  it  a  position  not  to  be  en- 
countered without  peril.  I'hree  deep  covered  ways 
communicated  with  the  Casa  de  Villas  and  two 
other  fortified  houses  outside  the  town.  We  found 
a  shed  full  of  carpenters  and  blacksmiths,  engaged 
in  the  repair  of  two  additional  battering  pieces 
which  appeared  to  have  been  long  on  the  invalid 

VOL.  I.  c 
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list.      I   there  saw  a   disabled    piece,    supplied 
\vith  a  wooden  munnion,  and  I  was  assured  **  it 
would  work  well."    A  young  Navarrese  officer, 
vrith  whom  I  was  discussing  the  strength  of  the 
place,  gave  me  a  singular  illustration  of  his  ideas 
of  military  science,  by  declaring  **  that  Don  Car- 
los would  do  much  better  without  these  walls  and 
forts  and  skulking  places*      Zumalacarregui  con- 
quered without  such  things.      The   Guipuscoans 
indeed  might  want  them,"  but,  (said  he  with  em- 
phasis,) <^the  Navarrese  are  able  to  fight  without 
them." — "  Los  Navarros  mm  toras  en  el  campo  /" 
(The  Navarrese  are  bulls  in  the  field.)     However, 
the  Guipuscoans  seemed  to  believe  in  the  value  of 
artillery,  and  I  found  in  several  workshops  the 
soldier    artizans    busily    engaged    in    preparing 
waggons,   frames,   wheels,  anununition  boxes  for 
field-pieces  and  battering  trains,  grs^e,  canister- 
shot,   &c.     One  of   the  four  eighteen  pounders 
mounted  in  the  fort  had  already  seen  service,  and 
having  been  dismounted  by  the  fracture  of  its 
munnions,  had  been  allowed  to  repose  in  peace 
until  its  country  required  its  aid  once  again,  when 
it  had  been  rendered  efifecdve  by  a  very  simple 
addition   of  a   strong    dasp,    bearing   pivots    of 
wrought  iron,  which  the  Artilleros  declared  would 
answer  the   purpose  just  as  well.      They  were 
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taking  a  similar  method  with  one  of  the  two 
odiers,  wliich  were  yet  required  to  complete  the 
defences,  maintaining  that  they  would  last  as 
long  as  the  gims,  an  assertion  which  I  could  not 
jgpunsay. 


c2 
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CHAPTER  III. 

The  town  of  Fuentarabia  is  distant  from  Irun 
about  two  miles  to  seaward ;  all  the  way  between 
lies  a  rich  tract  of  alluvial  soil,  teeming  with 
grain  and  legumes,  in  itself  a  sufficient  granary 
for  the  garrison  of  both  towns,  if  they  were  shut 
out  from  other  supplies,  or  if  the  miracle  could 
come  to  pass,  (which  Evans  and  Cordova  were 
silly  enough  to  boast  their  ability  to  achieve,)  if 
all  the  rest  of  the  harvest  of  the  Basque  pro- 
vinces and  Navarre  could  be  destroyed  in  the 
fields.  This  luxuriant  plain  is  gradually  excluding 
and  filling  up  the  little  bay  of  Fuentarabia  on 
the  Spanish  side.  It  was,  when  I  walked  through 
it  on  the  10th  of  September,  a  perfect  magazine 
of  maize  and  alubias:  the  stems  of  the  former 
serving  as  supports  for  the  climbing  tendrils  of 
the  latter,  and  both  growing  together  with  a 
luxuriance  that  rivalled,  if  it  did  not  surpass, 
any  thing  that  the  carse  of   Gowrie  could  ex- 
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kibit.     Potatoes  also  are  grown  there,  and  though 
they  thrive  on  similar  sandy  soils  higher  up  the 
river,  they  do  not  appear  to  agree  with  the  saline 
impregnation  which  all  the  ground  at  its  dSxmche^ 
wunt  contains.     Indeed,  the  fanners  are  not  content 
with  the  natural  richness  of  the  soil,  but  are  day 
after  day  adding  to  it  by  boat-loads  of  manure  and 
sea-stufl^  (dredged  from  the  numerous  canals  with 
which  this  level  tract  is  intersected  in  all  directions) 
and  producing  all  the  beneficial  effects  of  warping 
by  dry  manual  labour,  the  gradual  agency  of  which 
appears  to  have  elevated  the  surfieu^e  to  its  present 
secure  height  above  the  level  of  the  spring  tides. 
Excellent   cr<^  of  tomatas,   melons,   calabashes, 
pimento  and  tobacco,  are  also  to  be  seen  here  and 
on  the  hills  around,  which  present  more  the  ap- 
pearance of  gardens  than  farms,  sprinkled  over  as 
they  are  with  apple  and  peach  trees,  and  substan- 
tial cottages  with  vines  creeping  up  into  all  the 
balconies,  where  seeds,  fruits,  and  forage  are  stored 
tD  dry  or    ripen    in  a  blazing  sunshine.      The 
fishermen  also  enliven,  and   doubtless,  enrich  the 
scene.      The   little   bay  within   the  bar  presents 
a  secure  harbour  for  their  purposes,  communicating 
as  it  does  with  all  the  sheltering  canals,  and  the 
high  road  from  Irun    to  Fuentarabia  which  runs 
across  them.      The  scene  of   agricultural  indus- 
try  which    this    district   presents,  is   only  to  be 

en 
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equalled  by  what  Tuscany  affords,  where  the  same 
good  custom  prevails,  of  letting  the  land  on  the 
metayer  system ;  the  landlord  providing  the  capital 
required  for  stock,  manure,  repairs,  &c,  the  tenant 
finding  labour,  and  both  sharing  the  crop  in  equal 
proportions.  Here,  however,  the  &rmer  is  in 
most  cases  the  proprietor  of  the  soil,  and  reaps  the 
fruit  of  his  own  labour,  without  any  drawback  for 
rent,  having  held  possession  of  his  land  from  time 
immemorial,  and  claiming  a  concurrent  title  of  no- 
bility. The  number  of  houses  in  the  Basque  pro- 
vinces, both  in  towns  and  in  the  country,  whidi 
exhibit  coats  of  arms  sculptured  in  stone  attesting 
their  hereditary  claims  to  heraldic  honours  and  dig- 
nities, is  highly  characteristic. 

As  I  approached  Fuentarabia  and  saw  the  de- 
fenceless condition  of  the  place  from  which  Evans 
had  retreated  so  shamefully,  I  was  struck  with  sur- 
prise. I  could  scarcely  believe  that  any  one  with 
such  pretensions  to  skill  in  the  military  art,  and 
supported  by  a  force  of  6,000  men,  had  jshrunk  frt>m 
the  attack  of  such  a  heap  of  ruins  as  it  presents. 
The  town  is  built  on  a  rocky  cliff,  at  the  side  of  the 
bay,  and  was  once  magnificently  fortified,  as  may 
be  perceived  by  the  remaining  curtain  of  cut  stone 
which  faces  the  ^proach  from  Inin,  and  serves  the 
little  garrison  for  a  ball-alley,  but  which  Evans  did 
not  fece  as  he  descended  from  the  hills  in  his  march 
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from  Paaaago.     In  fiict  he  oould  not  see  any  iidnfr 
\mt  rains  from  his  position*      There  is  not  a  single 
bastion  left  standing  round  the  town.     The  cnun- 
Ued  walls  are  overthrown,  in  many  places  to  their 
▼ery  foundations ;— sad  memorials  of  the  result  of 
French  and  English  interference  in  the  affidrs  of 
the  Peninsula,      Notwithstanding  the  great  care 
formerly  bestowed  on  the   water*defences  of  the 
town,  nothing  now  remain  of  them  but  the  marshy 
traces  of  ditches,  and  the  town  is  approachable  at 
all  sides  dry-shod.    There  is  scarcely  as  much  of 
its  ancient  upper  works  left  as  would  serve  to 
shelter  a  marksman.    The  destroyers  did  not  spare 
even  the  parapet  wall  of  the  ball-alley.     The  only 
outwork,  as  Evans  saw  plainly  enough,  consists  of 
a  slight  wall,  recently  built  on  the  ruins  of  the  old 
nunparts,  pierced  with  holes  for  musketry;   and 
this  is  of  so  rough,  yet  unsubstantial  a  construction, 
that  many  a  fermer  in  E«ngland  would  not  think  it 
good  enough  for  his  haggard.     The  side  at  which 
Efans  sppeared  is  the  most  accessible  of  all.  Where 
the  fosse  is  not  filled  up  with  the  fiillen  curtain,  it 
k  peaceably  planted  with  maize, — maize  is  also 
phmted  on  what  remains  of  the  rampart  promenade 
shove ;  and  any  of  the  Westminster  heroes  who 
ever  had  the  slightest  treadmill  practice,  might 
ksve  mardied  step  by  step  up  the  rubbish,  without 
breaking  rank,  till  they  came  to  vault  over  the  wall 
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at  the  top,  (and  the  most  serious  danger  then  would 
be,  that,  if  a  dozen  of  them  laid  hold  of  it  together, 
they  would  pull  it  down  upon  themselves ; )  but  at 
the  angles,  where  the  great  bastions  have  Mien 
abroad  at  an  angle  of  forty-five  degrees,  even  Du- 
crow's  troop  of  horse  could  have  gone  up  and  over 
all  at  a  stage  gallop.  The  real  defence  of  the  little 
ruined  town  was — first,  the  presence  of  250  soldier 
peasants  within,  ready  to  stand  by  each  other  and 
the  cause  of  Don  Carlos  to  the  death;  and  second- 
ly, the  sympathetic  cowardice  of  6,000  mercenaries 
without,  who  well  knew  their  General's  vrant  of 
ability  to  lead,  and  their  own  state  of  demoralization 
and  disinclination  to  follow.  His  excuses  of  want 
of  scaling  ladders  and  breaching  cannon,  and  his 
military  foresight,  or  far-sight,  of  the  danger  of  being 
taken  in  flank  by  300  men  two  miles  off,  at  Irun, 
are,  to  any  one  on  the  spot,  thoroughly  ridiculous. 
The  place  is  all  one  breach  already,  and,  in  the 
fallen  fragments  of  its  former  greatness,  presents  a 
series  of  scaling  ladders  as  fitvourably  placed  as  any 
body  with  the  use  of  his  hands  and  legs  could  de- 
sire ;  and  it  is  plain,  that  if  he  had  led  his  men 
boldly  to  the  escalad,e,  they  would  have  been  per- 
fectly sheltered  from  the  cannon  of  the  little  citadel 
by  the  interposition  of  the  houses  adjoining  the 
ramparts.  Leaving  apart  all  the  moral  obstacles 
on  the  outside,  the  only  material  difficulty  which 
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presented  itself  there  (and  of  which  in  feirness  I 
ctnnot  refuse  to  give  General  Evans  the  benefit,) 
was  the  slippery  state  of  the  ground  on  that  occa- 
sioii,  the  day  being  especially  selected  for  the  par- 
pose  by  particular  desire  of  Lord  John  Hay  and  the 
gallant  General,  who  left  St.  Sebastian  that  morning 
in  a  r^ttlar  Spanish  shower  which  teleg^phed  it- 
self in  full  operation  all  along  the  heights  of  Gua- 
daloupe.  The  excuse  of  the  movement  being  a 
m^e  reeonnais9anee  enforce  was  the  most  ridiculous 
of  all,  for  so  intent  was  Evans  on  sitting  down  be- 
fore the  town,  that  he  brought  his  military  library 
along  with  his  camp  furniture  from  St.  Sebastian. 

I  subsequently  saw  between  thirty  and  forty 
Tolumes  on  the  table  of  Monsieur  Lizoire,  the 
engmeer  officer  who  presided  over  the  powder 
mill  and  magazine  near  Tolosa,  and  who  had  the 
honour  of  making  a  prize  of  them  in  a  Capuchin 
convent  on  the  hills,  where  the  general  had  fixed 
Us  head  quarters  for  the  time,  and  doubtless  calcu- 
lated on  sitting  down  at  his  ease,  like  my  Uncle 
Toby,  to  play  out  an  amateur  game  of  the  siege  of 
Fnentarabia.  Very  useful  books  they  are — «  Vau- 
ban  on  Fortification,  folio  edition  with  plates,'' 
scarce ;  «  TraiK  Complet  de  VArt  de  Fortification, 
pMU  par  autorit£,  Paris,  1745  ;*'— "  Traite  de 
Pkytique,par  Aniaine  Ribas  ;"— "  A  treatise  on  the 
Differential  Calculus,"  and  several  of  less  mill- 
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tary  and  scientific  pretensions,  besides  others  which 
branch  into  Belies  Leitres  and  the  regions  of  sen- 
timent and  imagination :  all  of  which  M.  Lizoire, 
prized  highly,  and  referred  to  frequently  in  terms 
which  indicated  that  his  recannaisscaice  in  the  matter 
was  rather  stronger  and  more  lasting  than  that 
which  the  General  indulged  in  towards  Fuentarabia. 
The  issue  of  that  day  proves  clearly  (if  proof  yet 
be  wanted  of  what  all  history  so  plainly  illustrates,) 
that  it  is  not  on  the  condition  of  walls,  however 
artfully  or  artlessly  constructed,  that  the  issue  of  a 
contest  depends,  but  on  the  spirit  which  the  com- 
batants bring  to  level  or  uphold  them. 

I  visited  Fuentarabia  the  day  before  Don  Carlos 
entered  it  in  September.  Scarcely  had  I  arrived 
when  a  rumour  flew  through  the  little  town  of  *^El 
Rey  vieney*  (the  king  is  coming;)  the  townsmen  ran 
up  to  the  steeple  and  set  all  the  bells  whirling  in 
deafening  peals.  The  houses  were  emptied  of 
their  inhabitants.  Men,  women,  and  children,  ran 
out  to  welcome  him  and  to  congratulate  each  otlier 
on  the  honour  of  the  visit.  A  woman  seized  a  gun, 
loaded  it  in  double  quick  time,  and  fired  it  off  close 
by  my  ear.  The  children  marched  and  beat  time 
on  their  caps  for  drums.  Everybody  was  ready  for 
the  parade,  and  all  was  animation  and  delight,  till, 
alas !  it  was  ascertained  it  was  a  fiEdse  annunciation 
and  that  they  must  wait  another  day;  and  then 
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every  body  crept  slowly  back,  and  went  about  their 
badnesB  with  altered  countenancefi.  After  viewing 
the  town  and  examining  the  strength  and  com- 
minding  poeition  of  the  little  citadel,  I  own  I  felt 
inclined  to  make  some  allowance  in  fevour  of 
Evans's  retiring  policy  in  the  absence  of  his  bat- 
tering train ;  for  although  he  might  do  without  it 
very  well  on  the  outside,  he  would  certainly  stand 
in  some  need  of  it  within,  ere  he  could  have  dealt 
definitively  with  the  garrison.  The  citadel  or  cen- 
tral keep  is  all  that  remains  of  the  magnificent 
G&stle  or  palace  built  by  Charles  the  Fifth  of  Ger- 
many, of  which  the  ruins  all  around  exhibit  traces 
of  considerable  strength  and  grandeur.  The  citadel, 
wkidi  still  stands  entire,  doubtless  owes  its  preser- 
vation to  the  extreme  solidity  with  which  it  was 
oonstructedL  Its  bomb-proof  roof  is  formed  of 
stone  arches  five  feet  thick  at  the  crown,  pre- 
sentbg  a  level  floor  above,  on  which  four  guns  of 
nx  pounds,  eight  pounds,  twelve  pounds,  and 
eighteen  pounds  calibre,  traversed  freely.  A  tiled 
roof  was  recently  added  to  protect  the  artilleros 
from  the  weather,  but  considering  the  danger  firom 
bombs,  I  think  they  would  have  been  safer  with- 
out it  At  the  base  of  this  fort  are  bastions 
stretching  into  and  commanding  the  Plaza  Real 
and  the  main  street  The  entire  presented  on  close 
inspection,  a  rather  formidable  collection  of  loop 
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holes  for  the  reception  of  an  assailing  party,  and 
aided  as  the  citadel  was  for  distant  effect  by  the 
Fuerte  del  Parque  at  Irun,  the  fortified  station  at 
Torre  Alto  between  it  and  the  mountains,  by  the 
old  fort  de  Iguer  at  the  mouth  of  the  bay,  mount- 
ing three  large  guns  as  Lord  John  Hay  may  re- 
member, and,  lastly,  a  strong  moveable  force  in  the 
provinces  always  on  the  alert,  this  portion  of  the 
coast  did  not  appear  particularly  inviting  to  visitors 
from  St  Sebastian  and  Passages. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

During  the  month  of  September,  Don  Carlos  and 
his  staff  were  daily  occupied  on  a  tour  through  the 
provinces,  inspecting  the  troops  at  every  station, 
minutely  examining  the  condition  of  each  fortress, 
the  relative  positions  of  the  opposing  frontier  posts, 
and  the  works  in  progress  at  each  of  the  royal 
mann&ctories.  He  was  accompanied  by  his  nephew, 
the  In&nte  Don  Sebastian ;  the  universal  minister, 
Senor  Erro;  the  Secretary  of  state  and  dispatch, 
Senor  Sierra ;  the  Secretary  of  war,  Senor  Morejon; 
the  Vicar-General,  Don  Juan  Echevarria ;  the  com- 
mandant-general of  Guipuscoa,  Guibelalde ;  and  a 
crowd  of  officers,  dvil  and  military.  The  weather 
was  delightful,  and  the  fields  were  all  alive  with  the 
peasantry  tending  their  crops.  These,  as  the  royal 
train  rode  along,  threw  by  their  work  for  miles  at 
each  side  of  the  way  and  hastened  to  meet  it  or 
run  along  with  the  cortege^  shouting  with  enthusiasm 
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«  Fiva  Neustro  SeHor  r    "  Fiva  Carlos  Quinto  r 
On  the   morning  of   the   Idth  he  entered   Irun 
amidst  salutes  from  the  fort  and  the  acclamations  of 
the  whole  population,  for  the  very  children   are 
warm  partisans  of  **  Nuestro  Sefior  El  Rey^*  and 
little  boys  and  girls  unceremoniously  pushed  away 
their  big  brothers  (the  soldiers)  to  get  a  sight  of 
him.     The  cortege  partook  of  a  hearty  breakfast  at 
the  Custom-house,  after  which  the  company  took 
horse  for  Fuentarabia,  where  Don  Carlos  inspected 
the  little  citadel  and  slender  fortifications  which 
enabled  its  garrison  of  250  to  resist  the  attack  of 
twenty-four  times  their  number,  aided  by  seven 
British  vessels  of  war.  in  the  bay.     He  left  Fnen- 
tarabia  at  noon  and  took  the  mountain  road  to 
Lezo    and    Renteria,    thence    by   Oyarzun    and 
Astigarraga  to  Hemani,   where  he  slept    Next 
day  he  reached  Tolosa  whither   I  followed   and 
just  arrived  in  time  to  present  my  letters  of  in- 
troduction to  Sefior  Erro  and  other  officers  of  the 
court,  previous  to  their  departure  with  the  King, 
and  to  make  arrangements  for  accompanying  him  in 
his  further  progress. 

On  the  morning  of  the  16th  September,  he  left 
Tolosa,  and  continued  his  tour  of  inspection  south- 
ward, amidst  the  enthusiastic  vivas  of  each  village 
he  passed  through.  All  coveted  his  presa^^  and 
contended  for  the  honour  of  his  residence ;  but  the 
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Navarrese  were  most  pressing,  and  insisted  that  it 
was  then  their  turn.  After  completing  his  sunrey  of 
the  Guipasooan  fix>ntiers  and  places  of  strength,  he 
pursued  his  route  thither  by  Leg^retta,  Villa  Franca, 
Segura,  Cegama,  and  continued  it  unchecked  by 
die  approach  of  night,  over  the  dangerous  Sierra 
de  San  Adrian^  a  branch  of  the  steep  and  rocky 
Cantabrian  range  which  defied  the  prc^ess  of  the 
conquering  Saracens  of  old.  The  track  Vas  so 
usperfectly  marked,  (having,  in  many  places,  been 
swept  away  by  torrents,)  and  the  darkness  beneath 
the  shade  of  the  forest  chesnuts  and  encinas  was 
80  extreme,  that  the  glides  lost  sight  of  the  path, 
and  all  except  the  In£gmt  Don  Sebastian  were 
obliged  to  dismount  and  feel  their  way  through  the 
forest.  After  a  painful  march  through  heavy  rain, 
loose  rocks,  and  mire,  they  arrived  late  at  night  at 
Itormendi  where  the  royal  escort  slept.  Next  day 
they  pursued  their  way  across  the  valley  of  the 
Bomnda,  the  Sierra  de  Andia,  and  the  Amescoas, 
and  arrived  safe  at  EsteUa.  These  night  marches 
I  found  were  matters  of  course  to  the  King  and  his 
suite.  He  was  certainly  well  sdiooled  in  adversity 
OB  his  first  arrival  in  the  mountains  when  he  was 
chased  by  the  troops  of  Rodil  and  Lopez  for  six 
months  continuously,  oUten  in  imminent  danger  of 
being  captured,  and  was  obliged  to  change  his  route 
and  resting-place,  night  after  night,  till  the  wildest 
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solitudes  of  the  Amescoas  became  familiar  to  him* 
I  was  also  on  the  road  to  Estella  on  the  night  of  the 
IGthy  and  travelled  across  another  portion  of  the 
same  mountain  barrier  which  separates  Guipuscoa 
from  Navarre,  accompismied  by  an  officer  attached 
to  the  Royal  service,  who  was  making  the  best  of 
his  way  to  join  the  Cuartel  Real;  thus  I  was  afforded 
a  tolerably  &ir  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted 
with  the  difficulties  attaching  to  night  travelling' 
in  the  Basque  provinces,  even  on  a  Camino  Real 
(a  royal  road)  to  the  court     The  zig-zag  ascents 
and  descents  honoured  with  that  title  were  origi- 
nally about  nine  feet  wide,  formed  of  a  pavement, 
massive  on  the  outside,  but  small  within,  and  stayed 
fi^m  sliding  down  the  hill  by  cross  stretchers  of 
wood.     At  either  side  the  torrent  forms  a  bed  for 
itself,  in  which  (if  by  miracle  an  entirely  &ir  day 
leaves  it  empty,)  the  mules  laden  with  the  wines 
of  Navarre,  the  brandies  of  France,  or  the  fish  of 
the  Bay  of  Biscay,  find  it  more  convenient  to 
march;  for  the  boundary  pavement,  loosened  in 
most  places  from  its  proper  lines,  presents  a  series 
of  stumbling  blocks,  numerous  enough  to  weary  the 
most  enduring  patience,  and  spoil  the  sweetest 
temper  of  man  or  mule. 

The  light  departed  when  we  had  attained 
about  a  quarter  of  the  ascent,  and  I  proceeded 
hand-in-glove  with  the  Navarrese  guide  for  the 
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remainder  of  the  night  We  were  yery  forta* 
oate,  as  he  only  lost  his  path  and  stnmbled 
widi  me  into  the  side  ditch  three  times.  The 
moles,  too^  took  simiiar  liberties,  but  in  such  a 
knowing  way  that  they  neither  hurt  themselves  or 
118.  My  companion  rode  his  horse  the  whole  way, 
to  keep  him  up,  and  the  animal  had  not  a  scratch 
00  his  knees,  when  he  dismounted  at  Echarri- 
Arranaz  where  we  passed  the  night,  and  where 
next  morning  the  Medieo  of  the  Pueblo  lifted  up 
lu8  hands  and  eyes  at  the  idea  of  the  rider's  teme- 
rity. He  had  the  commandant  of  a  battalion 
imder  his  lancet  just  then,  as  the  penalty  of  a 
similar  attempt  on  the  same  road  an  hour  or  two 
before  we  descended — horse  and  man  having  fidlen 
into  a  ravine  and  experienced  severe  injuries 
before  they  could  be  extricated. 

On  our  descent,  we  had  passed  through  a  bivouac 
of  100  Guipuscoans,  drafted  from  the  lines  above 
St  Sebastian  to  take  their  turn  of  service,  in  the 
King's  body  guard  at  EsteUa.  The  poor  fellows 
bad  in  the  darkness  of  the  forest  lost  their  guide 
and  dieir  way  as  well  as  their  commandant,  and 
vere  dispersed  along  the  mountain  side  shouting  for 
eadi  other,  joking  as  usual,  singing  their  provincial 
songs,  endeavouring  to  strike  lights  for  their  cigars 
amidst  the  heavy  rain,  and  singing  stilL  These 
troops  were  serving  (in  turn)  as  the  King's  body 
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guards.  They  had  been  marching  all  day,  and  were 
keeping  it  np  all  night  without  thinking  of  rest,  to 
meet  Don  Carlos  at  Estella,  until  fiedrly  stopped  by 
the  difficulty  of  the  route — a  distance  of  sixty  miles, 
counting  the  zig-zag  trayerses  of  the  Sierra; — ^but 
this  was  quite  an  ordinary  affair.  Next  day,  we  ar* 
rived  safely  in  company  with  Don  Carlos  and  his 
suite  at  Estella,  amidst  the  ringing  and  whirling  of 
all  the  bells  in  all  the  steeples,  and  the  salutes  of  a 
couple  of  field  pieces  which  stood  in  the  principal 
Plaza. 

The  towns  in  Navarre  and  the  Basque  pro- 
vinces present  a  singular  aspect  ta»i  English  eye. 
The  houses  are  uniformly  constructed  on  the  patri- 
archal plan  of  accommodating  the  quadrupeds  of 
the  establishment  on  the  ground  floor.  The  horses 
and  mules  enter  through  tlie  same  hall  door,  or 
rather  gateway  with  the  rest  of  the  family,  and 
occupy  the  front  parlour  in  peace  and  comfort  as 
their  share  of  the  house,  unless  when  it  may  be 
wanted  for  a  shop,  and  then  the  back  parlour  is 
given  up  to  them  instead.  All  the  doorcases  and 
window*frames  are  without  exception  constructed  of 
cut  stone,  and  the  latter  in  the  basement  story  are 
universally  secured  by  strong  and  tastefully  wrought 
iron  bars  which  stand  in  the  place  of  glass,  and 
with  such  a  climate  (and  such  a  population)  as 
Spain    possesses,  are  doubtless  much  preferable. 
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Tbe  walls  too  are  built  so  substantially  that  they 
seem  intended  not  merely  for  time  but  eternity ;  thus 
each  house  is  capable  of  sustaining  a  siege,  limited 
only  by  the  fragility  of  the  iron-studded  door,  and 
pantiled  roo£  The  latter  is  generally  laid  double^ 
as  if  tiles  were  more  plentiful  than  mortar,  but  a 
grenade  will  speedily  gain  access,  and  bring  the 
litde  garrison  to  terms.  Houses  are  set  on  fire  in 
almost  every  trifling  affair  on  the  frontiers,  but  it 
seems  to  do  the  walls  no  harm;  and  as  soon  as  the 
tide  of  war  flows  somewhere  else,  the  owner  cuts 
down  a  few  trees  and  digs  up  a  few  dollars,  calls 
some  carpenters  and  tilers  together,  and  fits  up  his 
fiunily  mansion  again  in  a  fortnight,  fiiUy  as  good 
as  new. 

Estella  is  situated  in  one  of  the  most  sheltered 
basins  in  Navarre;  it  is  perfectly  surrounded  by 
mountains,  and  of  course  indefensible  against  any 
force  which  can  plant  a  twelve-pounder  on  the  ad- 
joining heights.  The  Christinos  abandoned  it  to  Zu- 
malacarregui  after  his  successes  in  the  Basque  pro- 
yinces,  and  he  immediately  levelled  the  few  mural 
defences  it  possessed,  trusting  to  the  mountains  for 
his  fortresses  and  to  his  good  generalship  to  render 
them  available  for  all  his  purposes,  destitute  as  he 
was  of  artillery.  However,  before  his  death  the 
Carlists  became  better  supplied  with  cannon,  and 
they  have  been  getting  up  fortifications  in  Elstella 
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again.  It  is  now  surrounded  with  a  slight  wall 
pierced  with  loopholes  for  musketry ;  and  its  gates 
are  surmounted  with  additional  parapets  and  cre- 
nelles. The  southern  bridge,  looking  towards  the 
Christino  line,  is  built  up  and  similarly  battle- 
mented ;  the  old  Roman  wall  and  towers  are  put  in 
requisition  by  the  aid  of  platforms  within,  and  an  out- 
lying guard  watches  the  picturesque  heights  which 
overhang  it,  where  may  yet  be  seen  the  remains  of 
an  old  Moorish  castle,  surmounted  by  a  gigantic 
iron  crucifix  planted  in  christian  triumph  on  the 
ruins.  Estella  though  lying  within  two  hours'  march 
of  the  Christinos,  (and  within  their  view  on  the 
14th  September  when  they  pillaged  the  country) 
has  never  since  been  entered  by  them.  It  is 
like  a  wire  rat-trap,  very  easy  to  get  down  into, 
but  impossible  to  ascend  out  of  in  the  face  of 
an  enemy  who  possesses  the  country,  and  who 
could  actually  build  them  in  at  all  the  passes  they 
might  attempt  to  make  their  exit  by.  In  the 
meantime  a  small  fort  intended  for  artillery  has 
been  erected  at  the  northern  side  of  the  town, 
crowning  the  wall  of  loopholes,  which  when  planted 
with  cannon  will  give  the  possessors  the  command 
of  the  town  from  thence,  and  prevent  its  occupation 
by  an  enemy :  but  this  fort  will  itself  need  to  be 
supported  by  three  or  four  others  to  form  a  circle  of 
defence  on  the  several  siunmits  around  the  town, 


EXPEDITION  TO  THE  A8TURIA8.  45 

ere  it  can  be  looked  on  as  a  secure  position.  The 
only  pieces  of  artillery  in  Estella  during  my  visit 
were  the  two  brass  four  pounders  that  saluted  us, 
the  fiunotts  Armina  and  Thebano  cast  at  Seville, 
sod  taken  by  Zumalacarregni  in  the  decisive 
donUe  victory  which  he  obtained  under  the  walls  of 
Vittoria*  They  were  too  small  for  battering  with 
any  effect  the  houses  and  casernes  fortified  along 
the  Christino  line,  and  were  therefore  allowed  to 
stand  in  the  Plaza  Santiago,  where  the  artillerymen 
went  through  their  field  exercises  every  morning,  and 
on  festival  days  fired  a  salute,  until  they  were  ordered 
OD  service  of  a  more  serious  aspect  before  Bilboa. 

The  morning  after  my  arrival  (Sunday,  18th 
Sept.,)  I  witnessed  the  assemblage  of  a  body  of 
troops  destined  for  an  expedition  ostensibly  into 
Lower  Arragon,  but  really  into  the  Asturias,  un- 
der the  conduct  of  the  Brigadier-Generals  Elio  and 
Pablo  Sanz,  to  attend  the  consecration  of  a  banner 
under  which  they  were  to  march  to  achieve  new 
successes  in  the  paths  that  Gomez  had  opened. 
The  guard  of  the  King  also  paraded  in  the  Plaza 
Mayor  nothing  the  worse  for  their  sixty  miles 
ramble,  having  got  a  few  hours'  sleep  since  they 
arrived  in  Estella,  which  they  would  have  entered 
in  one  stretch  if  the  darkness  and  want  of  guides 
had  not  effectually  checked  them.  Zumalacarregni 
sometimes  inarched  his  men  as  £Bur  to  surprise  the 
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enemy,  but  the  Christinos  profit  so  little  by  Carlist 
examples  that  the  latter  slept  soundly  at  Estella, 
only  seven  miles  from  the  masses  of  the  enemy 
imder  Irribarren.  The  troops  for  the  expedition 
appeared  in  marching  order,  about  2,000  infantry 
and  IdO  cavalry.  They  were  reviewed  by  the 
King,  who  afterwards  entered  at  their  head  into 
the  great  Church  of  St  Juan,  and  attended  at  the 
solemn  consecration  of  their  banner  and  the  per- 
formance of  high  mass.  The  King's  band  (taken 
prisoners  at  Ochandiano  by  Zumalacarregui,  and 
at  once  transferred  into  the  Royal  service  as  some- 
thing too  fine  for  faccioso  warfiire,)  took  an  effective 
part  in  the  ceremonial :  they  played  with  consider- 
able taste  and  formed  a  very  attractive  portion  of  the 
accessories  to  the  court  of  Don  Carlos.  An  office 
was  celebrated  on  the  occasion,  in  honour  of  the 
Blessed  Virgin,  whose  especial  guidance  and  pro- 
tection was  implored  for  the  army,  of  which,  accord- 
ing to  Spanish  etiquette,  she  was  solicited  to  become 
Generalissima ;  and  an  appropriate  sermon  was 
preached  by  Padre  Giel,  superior  of  the  order  of 
Jesuits,  lately  banished  from  Madrid.  The  learned 
father  attributed  all  the  ill  success  which  had 
attended  the  arms  of  Don  Carlos  to  the  want 
of  fiuth  of  those  who  wielded  them,  and  warmly 
exhorted  his  hearers  to  trust  implicitly  to  the  never 
fitiling  guardian  care  of  Mater  Dolorosa  for  those 
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vlio  loved  and  honoured  her.     The  soldiers  des- 
tmed  for  die  expedition  paid  the  deepest  atten* 
tioo,  received  their  consecrated  banner  afterwards 
at  the  hands  of  the  King  from  his  balcony  with 
lood  aodamations,  and  marched  away  with  light 
aid  merry  hearts,  omfident  in  the  watchful  and 
all  sufficient  care  of  the  Holy  Virgin,  and  making 
tiie  rocky  vineyards    resound   with  their    songs, 
^ch  echo  brought  hack  to  us  long  after  they 
were    out    of  sight     They  were    wild-looking, 
nm*bamt  fellows,  of  all  sizes  and  ages  that  could 
Ittndle  a  musket,  with  whom  fatigue  and  dan- 
g^  appeared  to  go  for  nothing.     It  appeared  as  if 
they  were  only  going  on  a  party  of  pleasure,  so 
gay  and  careless  did  they  seem  when  once  beyond 
tke  restraints  which  the  presence  of  the  King,  the 
court,  and  the  church  imposed.     Their  clothing 
was  not  very  uniform,  but  they  had  all  comfortable 
frock-coats,   and  seemed  as  if  more  attention  to 
tkeir  regimentals  would  be  thrown  away  on  them. 
So  much  did  they  value  their  ease  and  freedom  of 
iMion,  they  would  evidently  feel  their  necks  in 
prison  in  our  soldiers'  stocks;  and  tight-laced  boots 
would  be  to  them  the  torture  of  the  garrote.    They 
were,    however,    more  fully  equipped    than  the 
cavalry  which  accompanied  them,  which  were  of  all 
^ntt,  just  as  they  could  be  spared  from  other  ser- 
^^ices,  carbinerosj  laneeros^  &c. 
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Two  very  striking  and  soldierlike  characteristics 
seemed  to  pervade  all  classes — ^points  in  which  they 
strongly    resembled    the   Irish   peasantry,   viz.  a 
thorough  contempt,  or  rather  carelessness  of  dan- 
ger, and  a  disposition  to  make  shift  with  worse  in 
the  absence  of   better.      But  vices  and   virtues 
border  very  closely  on   each  other,  and  I  could 
not    admire    their    combined    effect   in   the   ap- 
pearance of   their  equipments,  especially  in    the 
insouciance  which  many  of  the  infantry  cafiafiaSj  or 
cartridge-belts,  presented  at  each  extremity  right 
and  left  where  the  magazine  pouches  are  placed. 
Of  these  several  were  unbuttoned,  several  had  lost 
their  buttons,  and  the  ends  of  the  papered  parcels 
peeped  out,  exposed  to  rain  and  fire.     One  little 
troop  of  cavalry  marched  on  the  expedition  armed 
with  lances  alone,  and  spurred  along  as  if  they  felt 
themselves  a   match  for  the   Queen's  carbineras 
armed  with  swords  and  pistols  to  boot     Courage, 
however,  is  almost  everything.     It  has  supplied  the 
place  of  discipline,  arms,  and  equipments  hitherto, 
and  now  the  army  is  gradually  attaining  all  those, 
it  will,  no  doubt,  render  it  doubly  formidable.  The 
very  women  are  warriors  in  spirit   I  had  an  unex- 
pected illustration  of  this  in  my  ride  to  Estella. 
Having  requested  the  officer  who  accompanied  me, 
to  point  out  the  positions  of  the  battle  of  Lescano, 
which  was  fought  in  the  presence  of  Don  Carlos, 
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on  the  third  of  October,  1834,  when  800  Guipis- 
ooans  and  Nayarrese  drove  £1  Pastor  with  600 
Christinos  through  the  town  and  into  the  moun- 
tains. We  left  the  high  road  at  Villa  Franca,  and 
took  the  mddntain  path  leading  to  the  scene  of 
combat  and  the  execrable  Camino  Real  already 
described.  My  companion  was  pointing  out  to  me 
die  station  of  the  King  and  the  line  of  retreat  of 
£1  Pastor  tiirough  the  maize  fields,  when  two 
women  who  were  standing  at  a  cottage  adjacent 
(talidng  to  some  soldiers  who  appeared  to  be,  like 
ourselves,  on  their  march  across  the  mountains,) 
eame  up  to  us  **  Ah,  Senor,"  exclaimed  one,  ad- 
dressing the  officer  by  my  side,  *'  we  were  just 
talking  of  you  and  the  battle.  But,  God  bless  you ! 
you  are  altered  for  the  better  very  much  since  that 
day  when  you  rode  on  the  tall  jumarre  into  the 
town  afier  Jauregui  and  his  Christinos — your 
&oe  all  seamed  with  the  small-pox,  and  one  eye 
sdll  shot  up  with  it,  making  you  look  more 
Kk&.a  corpse  than  a  soldier.  But  I  know  your 
▼oioe.  Ah  !  you  ought  to  be  grateful  to  the  Virgin 
and  to  this  woman  beside  me,  for  saving  your  life 
that  day ;  for  it  was  she  that  rushed  out  and  warned 
you  to  stop  and  beware  of  the  ambush  in  the  maize 
behind  her  house,  that  would  have  shot  you  dead 
if  you  had  gone  ten  steps  further ;  and  she  it  was 
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who  sent  you  back  to  your  men,  and  told  you  how  to 
rout  the  ambush  by.  the  fields." 

So  it  was.  The  women  of  the  village  were 
in  the  midst  of  the  danger,  exhorting,  encouraging^ 
and  giving  intelligence  to  the  King^s  troops  of 
every  motion  of  the  enemy,  at  the  risk  of  their 
lives.  Had  the  Christinos  been  victors  their  most 
merciful  proceeding  would  have  probably  been  to 
set  fire  to  the  houses  of  all  who  had  evinced  such 
strong  sympathy  for  the  cause  of  Don  Carlos.  A 
villager  who  undertook  to  show  us  our  route  to 
Atoun  across  the  fields,  pointed  out  the  spot  where 
he  recollected  to  have  seen  my  companion  posted 
alone  on  his  tall  steed  on  the  top  of  a  bridge  which 
he  was  ordered  to  defend,  in  advance  of  his  divi- 
sion,— a  conspicuous  mark  for  the  enemy,  by  a 
white  hat  with  a  broad  leaf  which  he  wore  to  de- 
fend his  yet  suffering  features  from  sun,  wind  and 
rain, — ^having  forbidden  his  men  whose  cartridges 
were  reduced  to  three  each,  to  waste  a  single  one 
on  a  long  shot  '*  Here  V*  said  another  peasant 
who  accompanied  us,  ^'is  the  spot  where  your 
old  Serjeant  fell,  and  there  the  flank  man  of 
the  company  was  killed  by  the  shots  that  missed 
you.'*  They  could  have  repeated  to  us  every  dr- 
cmnstance  of  the  battle  if  we  could  have  spared 
time  to  listen  to  them;  but  a  baggage  mule  of 
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our  party  had  gone  astray,  and  we  were  obliged  to 
tiasten  on  to  search  for  it  On  arriving  at  the 
posada  of  Atoun,  a  little  further  on,  nobody 
teemed  to  know  or  care  anjrthing  about  our  mule, 
our  log^a^e  or  ourselves,  till  we  began  to  ask 
them  aboat  their  remembrance  of  the  battle,  and 
then  they  soon  recognised  my  companion  as  one  of 
the  leaders  of  the  brave  Cruias  de  Navarra  who 
had  gained  such  honour  that  day.  They  inquired 
affecdonately  after  his  white  hat  with  the  broad  leaf: 
the  alcalde,  who  kept  the  posada,  insisted  on  open- 
ing a  bottle  of  his  best  wine,  and  before  we  had 
finislied  it,  went  out  and  found  our  mule,  which  had 
been  safely  reposing  in  his  stable  all  the  while. 

The  war  in  Navarre  and  the  Basque  Provinces 
b  no  longer  carried  on  for  Don  Carlos  by  the 
natives  alone.  It  is  estimated  that  seventy  thou- 
aod  have  already  &Ilen  (on  both  sides,)  since  the 
war  began.  Scarcely  a  man  of  forty  years  of  age  is 
now  to  be  seen  in  the  Carlist  ranks  there.  The 
great  mqority  are  between  seventeen  and  twenty- 
five.  In  a  ride  with  some  friends  near  Estella,  we 
tipcke  to  a  company  of  the  valiant  guides  of  Na- 
varre, whom  we  met  on  the  way,  and  whom  one  of 
our  party  recc^ised  as  having  been  an  active  pur- 
mer  of  £11  Pastor,  in  the  battle  of  Lescano  already 
Bientioned.  A  fine  intelligent  lad  of  the  party, 
who  could  not  yet  be  twenty,  bore  in  his  breast  a 
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bullet  wound  of  that  day's  conflict  My  com- 
panion inquired  for  several  brave  fellows  who  had 
fought  there.  **  Ah,  he  is  dead  T  was  the  constant 
reply.  They  counted  sixteen  who  yet  remained 
in  their  company  out  of  eighty  who  survived  that 
battle.  Zumalacarregui  named  them  ^^The  Guides," 
which  words  bore  a  meaning  after  his  own  heart, 
and  signified  the  first  to  march  into  the  fire,  and 
lead  the  rest  to  charge  with  the  bayonet 

The  Carlist  ranks  are,  however,  very  effectively 
filled  by  pasados  from  the  Castiles,  Andalusia,  and 
Arragon.  Don  Basilio  Garcia  collected  300  re- 
cruits from  the  latter  kingdom  during  his  recent 
foray,  (it  does  not  deserve  a  better  term,)  together 
with  fifty-two  horses,  but  the  latter  part  of  his 
booty  were  so  harassed  by  the  forced  march  to 
which  they  were  subjected,  that  it  was  found  ne- 
cessary to  allow  them  to  rest  and  refresh  for  months 
before  being  ranked  for  duty.  The  men  cared 
nothing  about  rest,  and  were  daily  drilled  and  ex- 
ercised in  E^tella,  so  that  I  had  constant  opportu- 
nities of  becoming  acquainted  with  their  figures, 
features,  gait  and  gestures,  and  I  must  say  that  a 
more  extraordinary  set  of  recruits  I  never  saw  in  my 
life.  They  almost  defied  classification,  even  with 
the  aid  of  the  drill-serjeant,  the  army  tailor  and 
the  armourer.     Their  muskets  and  bayonets  were 
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all  new  and  bright,  their  cartridge  belts  sat  tightly, 
their  brown  sortouts  hung  comfortably  around  them, 
the'  without  any  pretensions  to  a  fit,  and  their  raven 
black  heads  of  hair  preserved  something  like  an 
appearance    of    uniformity    despite    their    many 
shaped    baynasj  hats,  handkerchiefs,  turbans  and 
night-caps,  and  in  many  cases,  the  absence  of  all 
head-gear ;    but  in  every  other   item  of  military 
omoord  they  differ  most  whimsically,  appearing  on 
parade  in  shoes,  slippers,  leggings,  boots  or  sandals. 
Men  of  mature  age  stood  beside  boys ;  giants  (and 
well  made  giants    too)    overlooked  short,  broad 
shouldered  pigmies,  who  reminded  one  of  Scott's 
^  Black   Dwarf.'*      Some  were  fine*  loose-limbed 
fellows ;  others,  compact  and  strongly  knit;  others, 
meagre  and  wiry.     Their  features  varied  so  much, 
they  seemed  to  be  brought  from  the  antipodes. 
Lads  with  snipe  faces  stood  side  by  side  with  men 
of  uncertain  ages,  whose  cheek-bones  of  Calmuck 
breadth  astonished  the  beholder.     Here  aquiline 
features  harmonized  with  fierce  mustachios,    and 
there  the  opposite  Milesian  and  beardless  concavity 
of  profile  made  the  beholder  imagine  that  he  was 
gazing  on  an  emigrant  from  the  county  Galway. 
It  9ffeared  evident  at  first  sight,  that  the  king- 
dom of  Arragon  was  not  peopled  by  a  single  race. 
Probably  each  valley  sends  forth  a  tribe  as  dis- 

d3 


54  ARRAGOMESE   CHARACTERISTICS 

tinct  in  origin  as  in  features  and  stature.  The  Na- 
varrese  affect  to  contemn  them  ail,  (every  kingdom 
of  Spain  looks  down  on  the  other,)  and  to  con- 
vey an  estimate  of  their  capacity  in  the  following^ 
story: 

'<  An  Arragonese  muletero  came  to  a  broken 
bridge,  which  the  animal  he  drove  would  not  pass, 
either  for  beating  or  coaxing.  Tired  out  at  length 
the  driver  exclaimed,  *  God  may  have  given  you 
more  sense,  but  he  has  given  me  more  strength,* 
and  taking  the  beast  up  in  his  arms,  he  carried  him 
across.'' 

However,  after  the  first  un&vourable  impressions 
subsided,  these  Arragonese  created  an  interest  that 
was  more  likely  to  increase  than  diminish.  They 
had  all  dark,  intelligent  and  fearless  eyes,  but  with 
rather  a  cruel  expression,  and  went  through  their 
exercises  with  a  degree  of  ease  and  self-possession 
that  indicated  conscious  strength  and  ability.  They 
marched  particularly  well,  and  with  that  indes- 
cribable freedom  of  gait  which  announced  that 
they  were  ready-made  soldiers,  and  obliged  the  be- 
holder to  acknowledge,  that  however  appearances 
might  be  against  them,  they  were  likely  to  do 
more  effective  service  in  the  mountain  warfare  than 
prettier  men.  In  fact,  sun,  wind,  rain  and  toil  had 
already  done  their  worst  on  their  angular  forms  and 
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swarthy  features,  seasoning  and  attenuating  the 
haman  animal  till  he  had  become  all  bone,  nerve 
and  muscle,  with  everything  of  mere  graceful  round- 
about fleshiness  evaporated.  The  weather-beaten 
mountaineer  which  remained,  only  wanted  a  mus- 
ket to  make  him  a  warrior,  and  such  were  these 
Arragonese.  I  only  saw  a  single  trait  of  constitu- 
tional sensitiveness  manifested  throughout  their 
ranks,  which  amusingly  contrasted  with  the  reck- 
less JierU  displayed  by  the  Algerine  pasados  re- 
viewed at  the  opposite  side  of  the  Plaza.  The 
latter  in  performing  the  evolution  <<  order  arms  !" 
made  Estella  ring  with  the  rattle  of  their  musketry, 
while  the  prudent  Arragonese,  although  they  han- 
dled their  pieces  as  lightly  as  hazel  ox-goads, 
brought  the  butts  to  ground  with  noiseless  ease, — 
evidently  much  less  regardless  of  military  effect 
than  of  the  claims  of  their  defenceless  toes. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

The  progress  of  Don  Carlos  and  his  ministers 
through  the  provinces,  though  highly  gratifying  to 
the  inhabitants,  awakening  every  where  a  spirit  of 
activity,  and  naturally  leading  to  the  establishment 
of  good  order  and  discipline  in  all  things  liable  to 
the  royal  surveiUancej  was  yet  rather  unfiftvourable 
to  the  transaction  of  the  proper  business  that  apper- 
tained to  each  ministerial  bureau,  which  was  indeed 
rather  too  serious  and  extensive  to  be  gone  through 
by  an  ambulatory  cabinet  Don  Carlos,  therefore, 
on  his  arrival  at  Estella  on  the  17th  September, 
took  up  his  residence  together  with  Senor  Erro  and 
his  secretaries,  in  the  great  square  of  St.  John 
(Plaza  San  Juanjj  where  they  remained  for  the 
dispatch  of  business  till  the  30th,  when  the  court 
again  continued  its  progress  and  rode  through 
Alava  into  Biscay.  During  its  sojourn  in  Estella, 
I  had  the  honour  of  being  presented  to  the  King 
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who  received  me  with  his  usual  urbanity,  enquired 
with  considerable  interest  into  the  opinions  enter- 
tained by  the  various  classes  of  society  in  England 
respecting  the  pending  contest,  expressed  himself 
highly  gratified  at  my  arrival,  and  hoped  that  the 
example  would  be  followed  by  numbers  of  my 
countrymen.  He  declared  that  it  would  give  him 
the  greatest  pleasure  to  afford  them  every  possible 
opportunity  of  judging  for  themselves  of  the  state 
of  the  provinces  and  of  estimating  the  feelings  by 
which  the  population  were  animated.  In  conclusion 
he  kindly  assured  me  of  his  readiness  to  aid  my 
researches  in  any  department  to  which  my  attention 
had  been  directed,  and  requested  to  be  informed  of 
any  thing  which  might  be  requisite  to  the  progress 
ci  my  enquiries  or  to  the  transmission  of  my 
eorre^>ondence.  I  experienced  similar  obliging 
assurances  as  well  as  real  assistance  from  all  the 
secretaries  and  officers  of  the  court  with  whom  I 
had  at  any  time  occasion  to  communicate,  especially 
firom  Don  Wenceslaus  Maria  de  Sierra,  Secretario 
de  Estado  del  DespachOi  into  whose  office  my 
business  as  well  as  inclination  more  frequently 
led  me,  for  there  I  was  always  sure  to  find  every 
aid  and  information  which  a  traveller  in  my  posi- 
tion could  desire, — afforded  with  a  degree  of  kindly 
attention,  which  doubly  enhanced  the  favour,  and 
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which  perhaps  a  stranger  only  could  fiilly  appreciate. 
I  own  that  in  leaving  London  I  had  little  expec- 
tation of  finding  the  systematic  habits  or  proceed- 
ings which  characterize  its  men  of  business,  in  full 
operation  amidst  the  wild  mountains  of  Biscay  and 
Navarre,  but  I  feel  it  a  matter  of  justice  to  all 
concerned  to  state  that  I  was  agreeably  dis^)- 
pointed,  and  that  all  my  letters,  &c.,  could  not  have 
been  forwarded  or  delivered  with  greater  care  or 
dispatch  in  any  country  than  they  were  under  the 
administration  of  Seiior  Sierra,  within  the  circle  of 
the  Basque  provinces  and  Navarre.  I  say  within 
the  provinces,  for  where  they  passed  out  of  his 
jurisdiction  beyond  the  Carlist  frontier,  and  within 
the  reach  of  Christine  influence,  it  is  too  notorious 
that  the  latter  did  not  scruple  to  employ  the  most 
felonious  arts  to  compass  not  only  the  violation  of 
public  correspondence,  but  to  perpetuate  the  fidsi- 
fication  and  publication  of  private ;  instructive  in- 
stances of  which  fell  under  my  own  observation. 

Whilst  the  court  remained  at  Estella,  I  rode  out 
daily  through  the  surrounding  country,  visiting  the 
several  towns  and  villages  which  lay  between  it  and 
the  Christino  frontiers  to  the  extreme  south  of  the 
Carlist  possessions  in  Navarre.  The  various  sub- 
jects of  observation  which  my  tour  presented  after 
crossing  the  French  frontier,  on  the  9th  September, 
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woe  each  so  well  deserving  of  attention  that  I 
must  endeavour  to  do  them  justice  by  separate 
descriptions. 

At  present  I  request  the  reader  to  view  with  me 
die  face  of  the  country,  the  culture  and  husbandry 
adopted  on  the  route  which  I  pursued  through 
Gnipusooa  and  Navarre,  and  which  I  am  assured 
present  a  lair  average  picture  of  the  entire.  The 
fiivourite  article  of  cultivation  throughout  Guipuscoa 
is  maize,  not  from  any  inability  in  the  soil  to  pro- 
duce good  wheat  and  barley,  for  I  have  seen  both 
in  their  bams  and  markets  of  excellent  quality, 
but  fit>m  the  real  superiority  of  maize  in  the 
fodder  which  it  yields  in  addition  to  its  crop  of 
grain.  Every  day  during  the  month  of  September, 
the  peasants  might  be  seen  busied  in  its  culture, 
carefully  reaping  and  bearing  off  the  tall  succulent 
branches  and  flowering  heads  of  the  plants  which 
had  completed  their  functions,  and  leaving  the  main 
stems  with  their  heavy  handfiils  of  grain  to  ripen 
at  leisure.  This  green  forage  is  so  important  to 
the  Basque  £armer  that  he  sows  successive  crops 
to  yield  it  continuously,  without  the  expectation 
of  deriving  any  grain  from  the  late  sowings;  and 
to  such  an  extent  does  this  culture  prevail,  that 
it  i^pears  to  have  excluded  the  raising  of  hay 
cn^  altogether.  I  looked  pretty  sharply  in  my 
rides  over  hill   and   valley,   and  though   I  saw 
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a  few  paddocks,  some  extensive  river  bottoms  and 
rocky  and  woody  pastures,  where  the  obstacles  to 
tillage  obliged  the  owners  to  abandon  the  ground 
to  the  natural  growth  ^f  g^rass,  I  did  not  see  a 
single  meadow.  The  maize  grain  is  coarse,  and 
employed  almost  exclusively  in  the  feeding  of  cattle, 
pigs  and  poultry ;  it  forms  very  heavy  bread,  and 
except  in  seasons  of  scarcity  or  in  very  secluded 
mountainous  districts,  the  inhabitants  do  not  con- 
sume it  in  this  shape.  It  holds  with  them  nearly 
the  same  rank  that  oats  do  with  us.  The  soldier 
peasantry  all  receive  their  rations  in  wheaten  bread, 
excellent  in  itself,  but  imperfectly  rabed  in  the 
baking,  owing  to  the  absence  of  good  barm  and 
the  want  of  skill  to  supply  it  with  an  effective  sub- 
jstitute.  The  ration  loaves  were  made  of  coarse 
whole  meal,  the  troops  preferring  it  in  that  state ; 
but  others,  prepared  of  flour  alone  in  small  flat 
or  twisted  rolls,  were  in  my  estimation  so  fiir  supe- 
rior to  any  bread  I  had  ever  tasted,  that  when  I 
could  obtain  one  to  put  in  my  pocket  at  the  com- 
mencement of  a  day's  ride,  I  felt  quite  at  ease 
about  my  dinner.  This  fine  wheat  is  chiefly  grown 
in  Navarre  and  Alava,  and  exchanged  for  the  maize 
of  Biscay  and  Guipuscoa ;  so  that  the  Carlist  pro- 
vinces are  quite  independent  of  the  rest  of  Spain 
for  the  main  articles  of  subsistence  for  man  and 
beast    The   neat  and  careful  style  of  fiinning 
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which  pervades  the  entire  country  is  delightful  to  the 
eye  of  an  English  traveller.  Not  a  weed  is  to  be 
seen  amongst  the  crops,  and  not  a  perch  of  arable 
ground  allowed  to  lie  unoccupied. 

The  ridi  tract  of  alluvion  extending  between  the 
towns  of  Imn  and  Fuenterabia,  (where  the  maize 
cultivation  is  seen  in  its  greatest  perfection,)  has 
been  already  described  Beside  the  high  road  from 
Iran  to  Hemani  and  Tolosa,  a  few  patches  of  tur- 
nips, wheat,  and  flax  appear,  and  the  country  begins 
to  be  thinly  qpiinkled  with  vineyards.  Proceeding 
southwardly  from  Tolosa  to  Villa  Franca,  the  latter 
are  more  abundant  and  cover  the  sides  of  the  stony 
hiUs  in  terraces,  where  the  soil  is  supported  by  walls 
which  mark  the  successive  steps  of  laborious  culti- 
vation in  the  style  that  once  hung  the  rocks  of 
ancient  Jerusalem  with  gardens,  and  which,  at  the 
present  day  enable  the  inhabitants  of  Lisbon  to 
gather  a  rich  harvest  fit>m  the  steep  amphitheatre 
around  their  magnificent  bay.  On  this  road  I  also 
met,  for  the  first  time,  a  systematic  mixture  of 
orchards  and  tillage  grounds  in  which  well  pruned 
apple  trees  stood  at  regular  distances  in  fields  of 
maize,  both  apparently  in  the  highest  condition. 
The  Sierra  de  Andia,  a  series  of  high,  steep,  and 
well  wooded  mountains,  (in  which  the  oak,  chesnut, 
ash,  and  encina,  predominate,)  separate  Guipus- 
^coa  from  the  kingdom  of  Navarre,  and  present  the 
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first  indications  of  any  material  difference  in  the 
system  of  fEoming.     The  valleys  which  lie  between 
this  extensive  range  and  the  still  more  formidable 
rocks  of  the  Amesooas,  afford  some  rich  pasturage ; 
but  the  quantity  of  horned  cattle,  sheep  and  goats 
which  I  beheld  browsing  on  a  herbage  that  con* 
trived  to  spring  up  amidst  a  surfiEK^  white  with  the 
solid  rock  of  a  most  obdurate  flinty  material,  quite 
surprised  me.     The  cows  and  oxen  are  driven  to 
the  lowlands  in  the  winter,  but  the  hardy  sheep, 
goats,  and  pigs  are  often  wintered  in  the  mountains. 
The  latter  provide  for  themselves,  and  &tten  on 
beech  nuts,  acorns,  &c.  which  they  find  in  abun- 
dance there.     Extensive  sheds  are  erected  in  each 
pasturage  where  they  find  refuge  from  the  snow  in 
severe  seasons.     As  our  party  dismounted  from 
their  mules  and  horses  to  pick  their  steps  over  the 
last  rocky  spiur  of    the  Sierra   that  shut  us  out 
from  the  table-land  of  Navarre,  a  Carlist  officer 
pointed  out  to  me  a  range  of  these  boothies  which 
seemed  to  be  little  better  than  a  disarranged  portion 
of  the  inhospitable  mountain.     **  There,"  said  he 
*^  is  one  of  the  sheds  in  which  we  were  often  glad 
to  find  a  shelter  for  the  King,  when  Rodil  and 
Valdes  were  pursuing  him  day  and  night  on  his 
first  arrival." 

The  contrast  which  everything  now  presented 
(Sept  1836)  was  very  striking.     There  was  not  a 
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thoDght  of  war&re  in  one  of  these  central  moun- 
tains or  valleys.  The  enemy  was  beaten  out  of  sight, 
and  the  peasant-soldiers  in  passing  to  their  quarters 
or  bearing  dispatches  through  the  country,  did  not 
even  trouble  each  other  when  they  met  with  "  Quien 
vitfe  f^  All  were  friends  within  the  frontiers,  and 
80  little  troubled  by  ^^  the  pressure  from  without" 
that  I  found  them  actively  engaged  in  works  of  in- 
ternal improvement;  amongst  others  making  an  ex- 
cellent road  for  artillery  through  the  Val  de  Andia 
from  the  Venta  de  Urbasa  northward  to  the  lead- 
ing road  frrom  Pampeluna  to  Salvatiera  and  Vitoria 
which  runs  through  the  fertile  valley  of  the  Borunda. 
A  long  course  of  success  had  given  the  Carlists  con- 
fidence, and  changed  the  policy  (which  was  once 
essential  to  their  existence,)  of  dismantling  forts  and 
cutting  off  communications  by  the  destruction  of 
bridges,  roads,  &c«  On  a  changi  tout  cela  f  Their 
system  of  surveillance  in  the  interior  was  also  re- 
laxed in  pr<^rtion  to  the  security  they  felt  In 
my  route  through  the  entire  of  Guipuscoa  and  Na- 
varre, from  the  northeastern  point  of  Fuentarabia  to 
Los  Arcos  in  the  southwest,  I  was  only  once 
stepped  by  any  one  in  authority  who  demanded 
to  know  my  business.  This  occurred  in  crossing 
the  Sierra  de  Andia  in  the  dark,  where  an  officer 
of  the  Carlist  Douane  (one  of  whom  is  placed  on 
each  mountain  track  to  regulate  the  transit  duties 
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accruing  to  each  province,)  soon  recognised  a  former 
comrade  of  his  among  the  party,  and  insisted  on 
our  tasting  a  sample  bottle  of  the  wine  of  Navarre 
as  a  prelude  to  our  journey  thither.  Navarre  is 
indeed  the  vineyard  of  the  Carlists,  and  they  con- 
tend manfully  with  the  stubborn  hills  for  spots  of 
earth  to  stick  the  fruitful  twigs  in.  In  riding 
amongst  the  vineyards  near  Estella,  it  was  truly 
delightful  to  witness  the  results  and  to  contemplate 
the  energy  and  perseverance  that  led  to  them. 

The  rocks  have  first  to  be  rolled  hither  and 
thither,  and  piled  up  out  of  the  way ;  then  the  gritty 
subsoil  has  to  be  loosened  by  picks  and  forks ;  after- 
wards loads  of  manure  have  to  be  carried  up 
flights  of  rocky  stairs  in  double  panniers  formed  of 
matting,  resembling  immense  pairs  of  breeches 
tied  at  the  knees,  as  they  sit  astride  the  poor  mules. 
The  task  of  unpaving  the  Strand  in  front  of  Somer- 
set House  and  cultivating  the  under  stratum, 
would  be  child's  play  compared  to  what  I  daily 
found  the  Navarrese  cheerfully  accomplishing,  and 
beating  off  an  enemy  into  the  bargain.  Around 
Estella  the  wheat  and  barley  gprounds  spread  widely 
also,  and  the  olive  cultivation  begins.  The  fruit 
is  small  compared  with  what  is  to  be  found  in  the 
south  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  but  it  is  not  for  want 
of  industry  and  attention.  Corn,  wine  and  oil 
culture  are  to  be  seen  for  miles  about  the  town 
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lyii^  in  patches  at  all  elevations  on  the  steep  sides 
of  the  inunense  horseshoe  range  of  the  Amescoas, 
which  bounds  the  horizon  in  nearly  twenty  points 
of  the  compass,  forming  with  the  tracts  of  native 
heath,  furze  and  fern,  a  garment  of  as  many  colours 
as  are  painted  in  Jacob's  coat ; — the  summit,  com- 
posed of  one  mass  of  naked  perpendicular  rock  (on 
which  Valdes'  army  marched  for  two  days  and  a 
night  before  they  could  reach  a  safe  road  to  de- 
scend), presenting  a  whimsical  resemblance  to  a 
standing  collar*  The  wheat  fallows  beneath  are 
beautifully  clean,  all  root  weeds  being  carefully 
hoed  up  by  hand  and  burned  in  heaps  on  the  field* 
In  short,  the  interior  presents  an  admirable  picture 
of  order,  peace  and  comfort,  far  beyond  what  I 
had  been  taught  to  give  the  people  of  any  part 
of  Spain  credit  for.  The  frontier  presents  a  very 
different  picture. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

The  sojourn  of  Don  Carlos  and  his  court  at 
Estella  afforded  me  an  opportunity  of  witnessing' 
on  the  southern  frontier  some  of  the  effects  of  the 
warfare,  from  which  the  energy  of  the  Carlists  had 
happily  freed  the  gpreater  part  of  Navarre.  Accom- 
panied by  a  couple  of  officers  I  rode  over  the  scene 
of  the  most  recent  conflict,  which  approached  within 
a  mile  of  the  town, — ^heard  the  details  from  num- 
bers who  were  active  participators  on  the  13th  and 
14th  instant,  and  was  thereby  enabled  to  form  a 
tolerably  just  estimate  of  the  value  the  troops  upon 
both  sides  set  on  themselves,  and  the  style  in  which 
they  carried  on  the  war  at  the  moment  The 
Christines,  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  September, 
advanced  from  three  points  of  their  *^  circle  of  in- 
vestiture," as  they  term  it,  in  as  many  columns, 
each  taking  a  direction  which  would  re-unite  the 
entire  at  Estella.     I  was  assured  that  their  numbers 
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amounted  altogether  to  15,000  foot,  1,000  bone 
and  twenty-two  pieces  of  cannon  led  by  Irribarren 
and  Oraa.  One  colmnn  advanced  from  Laraga,  plun- 
dering the  Tillages  in  its  route ;  in  this  column  were 
about  2,000  of  the  Algerine  Legion  drawn  from 
cantonments  around  Pampeluna,  who  have  always 
evinced  a  particular  expertness  in  this  branch  of 
warfiire.  The  central  column  came  onward  from 
Lerin,  pillaging  the  villages  of  Dicastillo^  Oteiza 
and  Luguia,  while  the  third  or  western  column 
marched  out  of  Lodosa  through  Mendavia,  rifling 
the  inhabitants  of  CoguUo,  Los  Arcos  and  Arraniz. 
Detachments  from  the  three  columns  also  effectually 
stripped  the  towns  and  villages  of  Murens,  Moren- 
tin,  AUo  and  Arellano  of  any  moveable  of  value 
which  they  could  lay  their  hands  on ;  plate,  linen, 
cloth,  leather,  shop  goods  of  all  kinds,  horses,  mules, 
cattle,  sheep,  pigs  and  goats;  they  burned  six 
houses  (two  in  Murens,  two  in  Arellano,  and  one 
Dear  the  fort  of  San  Gregorio).  They  attacked 
this  latter  place  at  noon  with  all  their  cannon,  four 
pound  field  pieces  and  howitzers ;  but  though  only 
defended  by  a  single  wall,  and  without  artillery, 
they  could  not  make  the  least  impression  on  it ; 
partly  owing  to  its  commanding  position  on  the 
summit  of  a  hiU,  and  partly  owing  to  the  very  bad 
engineering  of  the  Christino  artillerymen,  which  is 
indeed  notorious.     Here  the  column  from  Lodosa 
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was  met  and  boldly  attacked  by  Don  Pablo  Sanz, 
who  arrived  with  about  3,000  men  only,  and  with- 
out any  cannon  drove  them  back  to  Los  Aroos  at 
six  in  the  evening  in  a  most  disgraceful  rout. 
Lieutenant  Adolphe  D'Argy  who  led  a  company 
of  the  Carlist  Foreign  Legion  only  fifty-four  in 
number,  charged  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  1,500 
Spanbh  Christinos  of  this  column,  and  chased  them 
during  an  hour  and  a  quarter,  till  he  had  driven 
them  four  miles  from  San  Gregorio.  The  two 
Foreign  Legions  did  not  meet  in  this  affiur,  as 
those  in  the  service  of  Don  Carlos  were  in  the  west 
of  the  battle,  and  Lebeau's  Algerines  were  on  the 
east.  On  the  second  day,  die  united  forces  of  the 
three  Christine  columns  drove  back  the  trifling 
force  with  which  Pablo  Sanz  had  succeeded  in 
checking  their  western  wing,  and  advanced  as  far 
as  the  little  wood  on  the  brow  of  the  hill  which 
overhangs  the  convent  of  Yrache,  and  looks  down 
into  Estella.  By  this  time  Don  Francis  Garcia 
had  come  up  with  a  reinforcement  of  1,500  Carlists ; 
so  the  Christinos  abandoned  all  idea  of  penetrating 
further,  (though  their  arrangement  evidently  con- 
templated the  plunder  of  Estella  also),  and  re- 
treated to  their  lines  in  all  haste  with  what  booty 
they  had  already  collected; — leaving  about  600  men 
hors  de  combat:  of  these,  sixty  were  prisoners. 
The  Carlists,  upon  their   side,   suffered  a  gross 
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loss  of  about  200 ;  of  which  they  counted  forty-one 
killed  and  thirty-seven  prisoners. 

The  country  near  Oteiza  presented  the  first  indi* 
cations  of  the  neighbourhood  of  an  enemy.  Fallow 
fields  bearing  thick  crops  of  thistles,  struck  the  eye, 
and  presented  matter  for  melancholy  reflection.  The 
&nner  had  fled  the  horrors  of  civil  warfare,  or  more 
likely  had  already  fallen  in  the  strife.  But  these 
were  exceptions,  for  sevend  fields  around  Oteiza 
were  well  filled  with  ripening  maize  or  vines  which 
sdll  evinced  the  greatest  care,  for  up  to  the  day  of 
the  Christino  foray,  the  husbandman  had  indulged 
the  hope  of  reaping  the  reward  of  his  toil.  That  town 
had  been  entered  on  the  first  day,  the  13th,  by  the 
centre  column  from  Lerin,  the  fort  of  which  lay 
full  in  view  only  two  leagues  off",  in  a  very  strong 
position  on  the  top  of  a  conical  hill.  Just  before  we 
rode  into  the  village,  a  report  of  fresh  movements  of 
the  enemy  had  arrived.  Lebeau's  Algerine  Legion 
were  moving  westward  across  the  country  from 
Larraga  to  Sesma  and  Calahorra,  ready  on  the  one 
hand  to  oppose  the  entry  of  Gomez  into  Navarre ; 
while  on  the  other  they  again  menaced  Los  Arcos 
and  the  country  beyond,  preparing,  it  was  said,  to 
come  with  horses  and  mules  arrayed  with  sacks, 
poDiers,  &c.,  to  carry  off  grain,  crops  and  what- 
ever they  had  not  means  or  leisure  to  convey  to 
their  lines  on  the  previous  inroad.    The  inhabitants 
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of  Oteiza  were  therefore  busy  in  renioving  towards 
Estella  all  that  the  Christinos  had  left,  and  we  saw 
nobody  except  a  few  women,  a  traveUing  monk, 
and  two  or  three  soldiers  of  the  Partida  keeping 
watch  from  the  brow  of  the  hill  over  the  bare 
and  neglected  tract  of  country  that  lay  between 
them  and  Lerin.  We  first  stopped  at  the  house 
of  the  FUicOf  a  man  of  gpreat  consideration  in  a 
Spanish  village,  where  he  is  physician,  surgeon  and 
apothecary,  and  in  which  his  house  is  frequently 
the  very  best.  As  a  description  of  one  may  suffice 
for  all,  I  shall  select  his.  Not  a  chair,  table,  bed, 
plate,  knife  or  napkin  was  left.  The  Christinos 
had  emptied  the  very  washing-tubs,  and  the  only 
piece  of  soft  goods  they  spared  was  a  skein  of 
thread,  wet  in  the  process  of  bleaching ;  this  they 
tangled  and  threw  away.  They  broke  the  doors  and 
window-irons,  ripped  up  door  cases  and  old  walls 
in  search  of  hidden  cash  or  plate,  burned  all  the 
wooden  furniture  they  did  not  think  proper  to 
incumber  themselves  with,  threw  the  discarded 
pots  and  pans  into  the  draw-well  in  the  bam, 
spilled  the  medicine  and  broke  the  bottles ; — in 
short,  they  did  not  leave  a  pill  box  in  the  house. 
They  then  began  to  set  fire  to  the  village,  but 
were  interrupted  by  Pablo  Sanz  and  F.  Garcia 
before  they  quite  consumed  the  second  house.  All 
the  inhabitants  had  fled,  except  a  Cstrmer's  wife  who 
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was  near  her  confioement, — too  ill  to  be  removed, 
and  who  died  next  day  of  the  effects  of  their  brutal 
▼iolenoe.  The  doctor  was  at  Estella  during  our 
visit,  but  his  lady  received  us  with  true  Spanish  spirit 
and  hospitality ;  she  was  not  in  the  least  cast  down 
or  put  out  of  her  way,  and  showed  us  round  the 
Christino  *'  improvements"  in  her  abode,  with  more 
of  fortitude  and  practical  philosophy  than  I  could 
have  supposed  possible.  She  did  not  want  our  pity, 
but  she  could  well  i^>preciate  our  sympathy  in  her 
indignation ;  and  having  made  us  sit  down  on  three 
chain,  (brought  from  a  village  that  lay  out  of  the 
line  of  march  on  the  13th  and  14th)  she  prepared 
some  chocolate  for  us,  laughing  at  the  absence  of 
her  own  cups,  mill,  toasting  fork  and  all  the  aids  of 
good  cookery,  while  every  tone  and  gesture  said 
plainly  enough,  ^  I  shall  see  a  day  for  all  this  !'*  We 
departed,  rendering  **muchasgraciai^  to  the  Senora, 
admiring  her  happy  elasticity  of  mind,  and  envy- 
ing the  doctor  notwithstanding  his  empty  house. 
A  frontier  village  in  a  civil  war  in  Spain  is  an 
excellent  school  for  housekeepers.  A  lady  there  is 
afforded  so  many  opportunities  of  practising  to  be 
"mistress  of  herself  though  China  fall,''  that  at 
last  she  may  be  fidrly  pronounced  ^*  finished." 

Don  Carlos  visited  the  wounded  the  same  day 
at  die  convent  of  Yrache,  and  highly  gratified 
the  brave  fellows  by  his  generous  sympathy  and 
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the  bounty  he  dispensed.  He  visited  every  de» 
partment  accompanied  by  the  In&nt  Don  Sebas- 
tian.  General  Uranga,  the  Vicar-General  Don 
Echavarria,  Colonel  Don  Francis  Merry  and  Don 
Villavicensio  his  chamberlains,  and  the  cap- 
tain of  the  Royal  Guard,  Ochao.  An  affecting^ 
scene  took  place  just  then.  A  wounded  g^nadier 
died  in  the  arms  of  his  wife  who  had  arrived  to 
visit  him,  and  the  poor  woman  was  inconsolable. 
Don  Carlos  endeavoured  to  comfort  her  by  an  addi- 
tional present  of  ten  dollars.  The  wounded  men 
said  if  they  could  only  see  the  King  every  day 
they  should  soon  get  well. 

In  this  convent,  which  had  been  converted  into  an 
hospital  for  the  frontier,  I  saw  all  the  wounded  com- 
fortably provided  with  separate  beds  and  assidu- 
ously attended  by  the  Sisters  of  Charity  attached 
to  the  convent  There  were  120  poor  fellows  con- 
veyed hither  after  the  action,  seven  so  severely 
wounded  that  they  died  soon  after,  but  certainly 
not  for  want  of  good  care,  for  I  never  saw  soldiers 
in  England  better  provided  for,  and  they  expressed 
themselves  perfectly  satisfied  with  their  surgeon 
and  Us  treatment.  They  occupied  the  entire  first 
and  second  floor  of  the  great  quadrangle,  built 
around  a  fountain  which  was  perpetually  playing 
in  the  centre.  Not  a  man  lay  on  the  gpround  floor. 
Almost  every  one  that  we  spoke  to  was  wounded  in 
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the  legs  0r  thighs!  One  miserable  fellow  fonned  a 
singular  exception.  He  was  shot  through  the 
cheeks  for  the  third  time ;  yet  such  is  the  perse- 
▼erbg  spirit  that  animates  all  ranks,  I  should  not 
be  surprised  to  learn  that,  on  getting  well  again,  he 
had  ventured  into  a  fourth  battle,  although  he  will 
oodonbtedly  have  his  peseta  (lOd.)  a  day  for  life. 
Hiese  pensions  Don  Carlos  indiscriminately  allows 
hi  wounds  and  distinguished  bravery. 

I  saw  an  Knglishman  in  the  hospital,  who  assured 
me  that  he  was  suffering  violently  from  the  rheu- 
matism, although  I  never  saw  a  man  who  looked  in 
better  health !     He  said  that  he  had  been  brought 

to  St  Sebastian  as  servant  to  Captain  who^ 

when  he  got  him  there,  made  him  serve  in  the 
ranks,  and  also  gave  him  no  wages.  In  gratitude, 
he  galloped  off  with  the  captain's  horse  to  the  Car*- 
lists,  and  was  placed  as  a  Lancer  in  the  Foreign 
Legion  until  two  Polacks  of  the  same  company 
took  it  into  their  heads  to  gallop  off  to  the  Chris* 
dnos,  when  he  was  dismounted  lest  he  should  follow 
their  example.  He  complained  grievously  of  this 
mistrust,  still  more  of  some  arrears  of  pay  which 
were  due  to  him,  declared  his  intention  of  request- 
ing his  passport  as  soon  as  he  was  able  to  walk 
homewards  through  France,  and  his  conviction  of 
the  propriety  of  allowing  the  Spaniards  on  both 
ndes  to  fight  it  out  without  his  assistance.     Mean- 
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time,  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  found  the  rheumatisin 
very  convenient  and  salutary.  I  saw  another  pa- 
tient of  a  different  stamp,  who  lay  desperately 
cut  up  and  unable  to  move  a  limb,  but  whose  dark 
eyes  glowed  like  coals  of  fire,  while  he  related  how 
he  who  had  been  a  Serjeant  for  ten  years  in  the 
French  army  had,  on  joining  the  Carlists,  for  want 
of  his  papers,  been  offered  the  rank  of  corporal. 
<'  Mon  Dieu  !  Non  !  Tout  on  rien  P'  He  had  rather 
be  a  private  again !  In  fact  he  was  serving  as  such 
when  he  was  wounded. 

The  Basque  and  Navarrese  women  appear  to 
make  excellent  nurses.  No  feilse  notions  of  delicacy 
interfere  with  their  indispensable  services:  they 
know  that  the  surgeon  must  amputate  legs  and 
arms — that  he  wants  their  assistance,  and  they 
render  it  cheerfully.  Not  knowing  that  they  have 
nerves,  they  seldom  faint,  and  the  wounded  are 
attended  all  the  better  for  their  hardiesse.  The 
Sisters  of  Mercy  and  other  mxngas^  whose  rules 
permit  them  to  visit  and  attend  the  sick,  devote 
themselves  to  the  task  with  an  earnestness  and 
efficacy  which  cannot  be  sufficiently  admired.  Many 
of  these  are  educated  and  highly  intelligent.  When 
they  take  charge  of  an  hospital,  everything  is  sure 
to  prosper.  Their  conscientious  regularity  and 
benevolent  attention,  effect,  perhaps,  more  for  their 
patients,  than  greater  skill  seconded  by  mere  merce- 
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nary  atteDdanoe  can  accomplish  in  England.  Sur- 
geon, apothecary  and  patient  are  all  confident  in 
the  watchful  care  of  the  Sister  of  Mercy.  She 
administers  the  cup  of  hope  with  one  hand,  and  that 
of  rerignation  with  the  other.  She  brings  to  the 
sufferer's  pillow  every  attainable  earthly  comfort 
and  spiritual  consolation ;  and  in  short,  if  a  cure  be 
possible,  ^ects  it.  These  excellent  women  care- 
fiilly  attended  the  hospital  at  Yrache,  and  were  of 
incalcalable  benefit  to  the  sufferers  in  the  action  of 
the  13th  September,  befm^e  mentioned ;  but  as  day 
broke  on  the  morning  of  the  14th,  they  found  that 
the  enemy  was  in  force  descending  the  heights ; 
that  a  fresh  combat  was  in  progress  at  their  unde- 
fended gates,  and  that  their  friends  were  giving 
way  before  them.  The  Carlist  soldiers  were  at 
that  moment  carrying  three  wounded  comrades  to 
the  hospital,  but  the  Lancers  of  the  enemy  charging 
down  in  numbers,  obliged  them  to  fly  and  leave 
them  on  the  spot,  where  they  were  deliberately  cut 
to  pieces  by  the  Christino  cavalry.  The  Carlists 
m  the  hospital  saw  this  horrid  butchery  going  on 
almost  under  their  windows,  and  all  who  eould  leave 
their  beds,  rushed  down  to  escape  by  a  postern, 
ejEpecting  similar  treatment  every  moment  at  the 
hands  of  the  ferocious  victors.  The  Sisters  of 
Mercy  still  stood  by  the  beds  of  the  helpless  and 
dying,  calmly  awaiting  their  fate, — ^perhaps  to  be 
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burned  alive  with  them,  for  the  Christinos,  wherever 
they  passed  during  the  foray  were  consuming  all 
the  Carlist  property  they  had  not  time  to  plunder 
and  carry  off,  and  did  not  spare  the  houses  that 
held  it  Fortunately  the  Carlist  generals,  Francis 
Garcia  and  Pablo  Sanz  hastening  up  at  the  mo- 
ment with  reinforcements,  preserved  the  hospital 
and  all  its  inmates  from  the  impending  destruction. 
My  visit  occurred  only  six  days  afterwards,  when  I 
was  a  pleased  spectator  of  the  quiet  but  ceaseless 
devotion  of  the  good  sisters,  and  the  attention,  order 
and  neatness  which  their  watchful  kindness  ensured 
throughout  the  establishment  where  120  poor  fel- 
lows lay  enduring  every  variety  of  pain.  The 
gratitude  and  confidence  of  the  sufferers  were  not 
less  obvious  and  delightful,  and  I  left  the  con- 
vent with  the  conviction  that  civil  war  had  not 
altogether  extinguished  Christian  charity  in  that 
^^red  land."  Man  was  indeed  doing  his  utmost 
to  bring  a  hell  upon  earth;  but  there  were  yet 
lingering  on  it  spirits  of  a  finer,  purer,  nobler 
order,  whose  example  and  influence  still  preserved 
a  portion  of  the  blessings  designed  for  it  by  heaven. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

It  fully  appeared  from  the  movements  of  the 
Christinos,  both  on  the  northern  and  southern  fron- 
tiersy  that  their  policy  was  confined  to  plunder  and 
devastation ;  hopeless  as  they  were  of  penetrating 
with  any  other  effect  into  the  territory  occupied  by 
the  Carlists.  On  the  same  day  they  issued  from 
their  southern  lines,  a  sortie  for  a  similar  purpose 
was  made  from  St  Sebastian,  and  General  Evans 
had  the  honour  of  enacting  ^^  war  to  the  cottage" 
and  burning  a  few  bams  under  the  protection  of  the 
fort  During  the  cannonade  I  was  riding  along  the 
road  from  Irun  to  Hemani,  where  I  happened  to 
meet  an  illustration  of  the  morale  of  the  force  with 
which  Evans  was  at  that  moment  endeavouring  to 
dispense  the  blessings  of  peace  and  good  order  in 
Spain,  and  associated  as  the  cannonade  was  with 
the  rencontre,  I  think  I  shall  never  forget  them. 
A  Gttipuscoau  foot  soldier  marched  along,  escorting 
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an  ugly  unshaven  fellow  without  coat,  waistcoat, 
hat  or  shoes,  ragged  and  dirty  beyond  anything 
to  be  seen  in  Spain,  but  which,  from  my  experience 
of  similar  spectacles  in  droves  on  the  high  roads  of 
France,  I  recognized  at  once  to  be  a  deserter  from 
the  Westminster  Legion.  He  told  me  that  he  was 
a  native  of  Cork,  and  had  been  serving  in  St  Se- 
bastian under  Colonel  Shaw,  but  not  liking  the 
treatment  he  received,  he  came  away.  But  how 
he  came  away,  or  what  he  had  done  with  his  arms, 
^'  he  disremembered  quite."  All  he  knew  was  that 
he  had  been  near  starving,  had  sold  his  jacket 
to  obtain  bread,  before  the  soldier  took  charge  of 
him,  he  supposed  that  by-and-by  he  would  soon 
be  brought  safely  back  to  St  Sebastian,  and  fur- 
ther, he  wanted  some  tobacco !  The  poor  wretch 
actuaUy  did  not  know  into  whose  hands  he  had 
fallen,  and,  if  the  Basques  could  have  understood 
him,  would  have  effectually  condemned  himself.  I 
gave  him  the  best  advice  I  could  think  of,  and 
a  franc  for  toibacco  to  help  him  to  remember  it,  viz. 
when  he  reached  Irun,  to  request  Seiior  Garcia  to 
send  him  home  to  England  again  through  France 
with  the  rest  of  his  comrades,  and  to  say  as  little  as 
possible  about  his  expectations  of  returning  to  St. 
Sebastian. 

From  the  exertions  of  the   Christines  on  the 
southern  frontier  to  help  themselves,  it  was  easy  to 
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gather  that  they  had  little  hope  of  receiving  any 
from  Madrid  in  the  autumnal  campaign.  A  fort-* 
night  previous,  they  had  levied  a  contribution  of 
7,000  dollars  on  the  town  of  Mendigorria,  in  which 
they  kept  a  fort  garrisoned  by  four  companies  of 
100  men  each.  These  prudent  warriors  used  to  shut 
themselves  up  very  safely  in  their  citadel  every 
night,  whilst  the  Cariists,  who  will  run  a  little  risk 
fiir  good  wine,  entered  the  town  in  the  dark  in 
parties  of  a  dozen  to  bring  it  as  radons,  leaving 
only  in  return  the  usual  order  and  receipt  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  in  the  name  of  Don  Carlos. 
They  felt  that  it  would  be  quite  an  insult  to  the 
cause  to  think  of  paying  money  for  it. 

On  the  25th  of  September,  I  joined  a  party  to  visit 
Ciraoqui  and  Maneru,  and  the  new  frontier  fort  of 
Santa  Barbara,  erected  to  command  the  road  from 
Mendigorria  and  Puenta  la  Reyna  to  E^tella, 
on  a  hill  which  overlooks  the  Christino  lines  for 
miles  around.  We  rode  along  the  fine  old  Roman 
road  through  hills  on  which  not  a  plant  except  the 
vine  and  olive  were  to  be  seen,  (the  harsh  gravelly 
soil  being  absolutely  bare  of  grass,)  till  we  came  to 
Ciraoqui,  a  large  village  in  a  strong  position,  on 
the  top  of  a  hill,  garrisoned  by  the  Arragonese 
before  mentioned.  Further  on  we  found  150  of  the 
Foreign  Legion  under  the  command  of  General 
Here  French,  Germans,  Italians,  and 
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Portuguese  mingled  in  striking  contrasts.  Light 
eyes  and  £Edr  hair  predominated.  The  majority- 
were  of  grenadier  stature,  and  all  were  characterised 
by  an  air  of  military  experience — ^half  ferocity,  half 
nonchalance^ — indicating  their  capabilities  not  only 
in  the  field  but  in  the  Mvauac^  and  the  necessity 
of  keeping  up  a  very  strict  discipline  to  preserve  in 
fidl  efiSciency  all  their  latent  destructiveness  till 
it  could  be  let  loose  on  the  Christine  battalions. 
I  was  assured  that  when  iairly  before  the  enemy  no 
men  behaved  more  bravely.  We  next  proceeded  up 
the  hill  to  the  fort,  consisting  of  a  large  stone  house 
of  a  single  story  and  a  sleeping  loft  in  the  tiled  roof, 
surrounded  by  a  wall  pierced  with  loop  holes,  and  a 
fosse.  Masons  were  completing  an  additional  bas- 
tion at  the  corner  overlooking  Puenta  la  Reyna. 
and  a  platform  for  cannon  on  the  spur  of  the  moun- 
tain which  iaced  Mendigorria.  It  is  an  important 
station,  and  with  a  twenty-four  pounder  mounted 
on  that  eminence  could  command  not  only  the  val- 
ley of  the  river  Arga,  between  those  two  towns, 
but  a  new  fort  which  the  Christinos  were  erecting 
opposite  on  tlie  western  bank,  but  about  300  feet 
lower.  Besides  overlooking  the  two  places  before 
mentioned,  it  affords  a  view  of  a  dozen  others  in  the 
hands  of  the  Christinos,  including  Artajona,  Lerin, 
and  a  corner  of  Larraga  which  lies  almost  hidden 
by  an  adjacent  hill.     We  saw  just  under  us  the 
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place  where  the  lamented  Captain  Reyna  was  killed 
by  a  sortie  from  Puenta  la  Reyna,  while  working 
the  Gannon  he  had  himself,  unaided,  cast  among 
the  hills  with  what  brass  and  copper  pots  and  kettles 
he  ooold  collect,  at  a  time  when  Zumalacarregui 
had  not  a  single  piece  of  ordnance,  and  had  no 
money  to  purchase  any.  The  Christines  took 
care  not  to  pass  Santa  Barbara  a  few  days  pre- 
TioQsly  when  they  crossed  tlie  Arga  to  pillage  the 
Carlist  frontier  adjoining. 

Returning  towards  Estella  by  moonlight,  we 
passed  the  Arragonese  sentinel  at  Ciraoqui,  doing 
dnty  in  his  own  fine  head  of  hair  instead  of  a  boyna; 
but  be  did  not  mind  it — *^  Hace  un  tiempo  hermoso  /" 
said  he  in  explanation — ^'The  weather  is  so  very 
fine !"  We  met  a  battalion  of  the  guides  of  Navarre 
farther  on,  taking  the  road  to  the  frontier,  accom- 
panied by  General  Francis  Crarcia  and  his  staff,  bent 
on  an  expedition  across  the  Arga  to  raise  recruits, 
and  levy  retributive  contributions  in  Artajona. 
The  battalion  was  marching  in  double  file  along 
the  road,  one  at  each  side,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
excellent  stone  pathways,  singing  merrily  to  the 
fiivoorite  Navarrese  air  whatever  words  they 
pleased.  Every  province  has  an  air  of  its  own,  and 
as  each  of  them  ends  with  a  kind  of  Yodolen 
chorus,  the  singers  have  little  difficulty  in  adapting 
any  words,  foolish  or  witty,  that  may  occur  at  the 
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moment ; — some  extemporise  very  cleverly.  One 
fellow  sang  to  his  guitar,  another  had  a  triangle, 
and  they  strummed  and  jingled  with  great  good 
will,  while  every  man  within  hearing  sang  in 
chorus  or  laughed  at  his  fellow's  joke, — ^his  coat 
hanging  on  his  arm  or  on  his  musket,  as  if  he  felt 
the  bright  moonlight  too  sultry.  The  peals  of  song 
and  laughter  were,  however,  drowned  the  moment 
they  passed,  by  the  chirping  of  millions  of  locusts 
and  grasshoppers  in  the  vines  around.  They 
Dutsang  any  day-song  of  birds  I  ever  heard  in  the 
fields  or  woods  of  England.  Peasants  and  their 
wives  riding  double,  followed,  joining  in  the  chorus. 
As  I  looked  back,  I  could  hardly  believe  that  these 
revellers  were  marching  on  a  nigh  attack. .  They 
could  scarcely  have  been  more  careless  if  going  to 
waltz  in  the  Plaza  Real  under  the  balcony  of  Don 
Carlos,  with  the  patriotic  Seiioritas  of  the  villa. 
But  all  was  safe,  for  they  were  within  their  own 
lines  where  every  soul  was  enthusiastically  Carlist. 
For  myself,  I  rode  through  the  midst  of  the  merry 
battalion  with  greater  ease  than  ever  I  made  my 
way  through  a  British  regiment  in  either  street  or 
highway.  There  was  no  sulkiness,  or  muttering  of 
insult,  or  ferocious  jostling  of  my  puzzled  mule, 
while  she  threaded  her  way  through  the  armed 
crowd;  although  her  rider's  only  sign  of  nationality 
was  the  blue  boyna  he  wore.     Indeed  I  could  not 
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hawe  anticipated  the  extent  of  the  active  as  well  as 
passive  politeness  I  experienced  in  my  tour;  al- 
though from  the  quantity  of  prudential  advice  trans- 
mitted  to  me  by  kind  friends  relative  to  a  "  thou- 
omd  and  one**  precautions  indispensable  to  be 
adopted)  I  found  that  many  people  in  England  and 
Fiance  considered  the  country  at  the  otiier  side  of 
the  Pyrenees  as  rather  a  dangerous  part  of  the 
world.  Now  this  is  a  g^eat  mistake,  as  far  as  I  had 
MB  opportonity  of  penetratmg  and  observing;  and 
ere  I  proceed  fiirther  in  my  narrative,  I  wish  to  set 
die  sceptical  reader's  mind  at  rest  on  that  point. 

During  the  four  months  which  I  spent  in  Na- 
varre, Alava,  Biscay,  and  Ouipuscoa,  I  never  met 
with  the  slightest  insult  or  injury,  though  quite 
nnarmed,  frequently  travelling  alone,  and  not  par- 
ticularly on  my  guard  either  by  night  or  day 
against  being  robbed  and  eaten,  although  I  heard 
some  very  nervous  tales  of  wolves  and  bears  as 
ferocions  as  Mina  and  Rodil,  and  of  a  band  of  forty 
robbers  who  had  made  hundreds  stand  and  deliver 
in  the  mountains  of  Guipuscoa,  caring  neither  for 
Carlos  or  Christina ;  with  a  full,  true,  and  particular 
aocoont  of  how  the  people  had  hunted  and  taken 
them  all  just  before  I  arrived ;  and  how  they  had 
merdfblly  beaten  the  forty  thieves  to  death  with 
sddra;  and  how  the  fair  and  false  captain  of  the 
brigands  was  discovered  to  be  a  lady;  and  how 

E  6 
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she  pleaded  that  she  was  no  better  than  she  should 
be ;  and  how  she  was  thereby  saved  from  summary 
execution  and  committed  to  prison  to  abide  her 
time, — whence  I  suppose  the  story  will  not  bring  her 
forth  for  nine  years  to  come ;  all  for  the  edification 
of  travellers  !  Speaking  merely  from  my  own  ex* 
perience,  I  can  say  that  an  Englishman  may  travel 
very  safely  and  pleasantly  through  the  Basque  Pro- 
vinces and  Navarre,  provided  he  keep  his  eyes  and 
ears  open  and  his  mouth  shut,  and  does  not  im- 
pertinently set  himself  up  to  contradict  the  popular 
opinion  that  Englishmen  are  all  drunkards,  who 
will  sell  their  shirts,  shoes  or  jackets  for  a  bottle  of 
wine ;  and  that  English  women  will  sell  their  chil- 
dren for  a  real  (2|(f.)  a  piece,  or  the  equivalent 
thereof,  in  aguardiente.  The  higher  classes  of 
Carlists  who  have  travelled  and  seen  other  samples 
of  Ingleses  than  those  let  loose  upon  the  coast  at 
Bilboa,  St.  Sebastian  and  Passages,  take  a  some- 
what different  view  of  our  national  character,  and, 
ascending  to  the  best  informed,  Don  Carlos  declares 
that  nothing  would  please  him  more  than  to  see 
English  gentlemen  freely  travelling  through  the 
country  and  judging  for  themselves  if  the  people 
wished  to  be  ruled  by  Maria  Christina  and  Mendi- 
zabal,  and  if  there  be  the  slightest  chance  of 
either  or  both  (with  Lord  Palmerston  to  aid)  com- 
pelling them  to  do  what  they  do  not  like.     How- 
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ever,  I  should  not  recommend  any  of  our  specula- 
tire  statesmen,  political  economists,  theoretic  legis- 
lators, or  abstract  geniuses  of  any  class,  to  venture 
on  a  Basque  peregrination.  A  traveller  must 
habitually  have  an  eye  to  the  practical  to  get  on  at 
all  comfortably  there.  1  crossed  the  frontier  with 
an  eye  to  the  picturesque  and  an  ear  to  Fuentara- 
bian  echoes,  reflecting  on  the  consequences  of  the 
change  in  the  Spanish  law  of  succession,  Lord 
P^dmerston's  non-intervention  hoax,  and  such  like 
mal  d  propos  matters ;  but  long  before  I  re-crossed 
the  Bidassoa  I  had  learned  to  become  alive  to  the 
present  instead  of  the  absent — to  look  to  my  dinner 
and  my  saddle  bags,  my  mule  and  her  shoes,  and 
to  stand  by  to  pledge  her  (Saxon  style)  while  she 
iiMi.  As  to  drinking,  that  was  her  own  affair,  and 
not  being  a  Legionite  bagage  she  never  made  a 
beast  of  herself.  The  traveller  will  find  the  views 
fitim  the  tops  of  the  mountains  truly  magnificent. 
He  will  also  very  probably  discover  that  he  has 
gained  a  splendid  appetite  by  the  ascent,  without 
any  likelihood  of  gratifying  it  in  such  ethereal 
regions,  unless  he  discovers  something  to  the  pur- 
pose in  his  own  knapsack.  He  will  also  find  very 
speedily  that  there  is  but  one  dinner  hour  in  every 
poudoj  which,  like  a  law  of  the  Medes  and  Per« 
sians,  is,  when  once  passed,  irrevocable.  The 
greatest  rariation  of  latitude  in  this  meridian  (for 
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it  cannot  properly  be  called  dinner)  is  from  twelve 
till  one  o'clock,  whatever  be  the  longitude  of  the 
place,  so  that  the  picturesque  and  magnificent  had 
better  always  be  reserved  for  a  dessert.  As  to 
dangers,  there  are  really  none,  if,  as  I  said  before, 
the  tourist  will  only  keep  his  ears  and  eyes  open. 
But  an  example  is  worth  a  column  of  advice. 

Tq  the  south-east  of  Estella  an  extraordinary 
sharp  splintery  ridge  of  rock  rises  in  pinnacles,  one 
of  which,  overhanging  the  town,  is  surmounted  by 
an  iron  crucifix  about  sixteen  feet  high,  ornamented 
with  scroll-work  and  visible  at  a  considerable  dis- 
tance. It  was  placed  there  to  commemorate  the 
crowning  victory  gained  by  the  ancient  Christian 
Knights  of  Navarre  over  the  Moors  who  had  built 
a  fortress  on  the  very  spot,  the  ruins  of  which  are 
still  to  be  seen.  Of  course  I  climbed  up  to 
examine  it  and  enjoy  a  view  of  the  Amescoas  and 
the  adjoining  country,  but  scarcely  had  I  steadied 
myself  with  the  aid  of  the  cross  (passing  my  arms 
round  it,  and  holding  on  against  the  efforts  of  the 
treacherous  pinnacle-squalls  whilst  adjusting  my 
telescope)  when  I  heard  a  dozen  voices  below, 
shouting  out,  ^^Abqjo!  MajoP^  (Down!  Down  I) 
and  looking  towards  the  base  of  the  cliff,  I  beheld 
the  guards  at  the  nearest  city  gate  pointing  about 
a  dozen  muskets  at  me,  their  bright  barrels 
flashing  in  most  undesirable  convergency  into  my 
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eye,  which  fortunately  was  wide  awake.  I  felt 
that  I  was  doing  something  wrong  (t.  e,  dangerous) 
op  there,  so  I  instantly  squatted  out  of  sight  on  a 
Btde  tabular  space  at  the  foot  of  the  cross,  and 
contented  myself  with  a  panoramic  view,  the 
foreground  of  which  was  rather  distant  and .  did 
not  include  the  dty  gate.  I  found  on  my  descent, 
that  I  had  been  unconsciously  acting  the  forbidden 
part  of  a  Christino  telegraphic  signal  (perhaps 
inyiting  them  to  attack  Estella  for  what  I  knew,) 
and  that  the  guard  despairing  of  ^<  making  me 
smsible"  (as  they  say  in  Ireland)  by  anything 
they  could  utter  at  such  a  distance,  were  on  the 
pomt  of  signalizing  my  descent  by  what  a  military 
friend  calls  ^*  a  platonic  fusillade."  While  the 
Christinos  held  Estella,  these  rocks  were  the  cause 
of  much  annoyance  to  them.  The  Carlist  marks- 
men were  always  up  there,  firing  into  the  city, 
and  daily  picking  off  men  on  duty  at  the  gates  or 
on  parade  in  the  squares.  Before  a  column  could 
march,  the  morning  would  be  lost  dislodging  the 
pestiferous  partida  from  the  ledge  that  overhung 
the  road;  if  the  captors  abandoned  it  at  night, 
there  was  every  probability  of  the  Carlist  pea- 
santry repeating  the  dose  next  morning.  If  the 
Christinos  left  a  company  outside  the  walls  to  keep 
possession  of  the  place,  there  was  a  tolerable  cer- 
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tainty  of  half  of  them  being  shot  before  sunrise, 
and  the  other  half  after  it. 

They  got  out  of  the  difficulty  by  abandoning 
Estella  and  the  Rock  of  the  Moor  together,  and 
travellers  will  act  wisely  in  foregoing  the  appearance 
of  anything  like  an  attempt  to  take  possession  of 
either.     A  propos  of  musket  barrels,  I  was  formerly 
a  strong  advocate    of    the    English    practice    of 
browning,   as    peculiarly  advantageous    in   ^'  the 
surprising  system"  of  mountain  and  forest  warfare 
which  the  Carlists  carry  on ;  (a  march  having  fre- 
quently been  discovered  at  nine  miles'  distance  by 
the  reflection  of  their  bright  surfaces),  but  since 
my  pilgrimage  to  the  foot  of  the  cross  of  Estella 
I  have  become  an  altered  man,  and  made  it  a  point 
to  express  my  admiration  of  the  brilliant  effect  of 
the  polished  barrel.     I  sincerely  hope  no  meddling 
reformer  will  attempt  an  alteration  in  this  respect, 
for  I  owe  my  life  on  another  occasion  to  the  half- 
quarter-minute's  preparation  which  the  flash  of  a 
barrel  afforded  me  one  night  in  Durango  ere  the  flash 
of  the  pan  followed  to  settle  my  account,  and  save  me 
the  trouble  of  taking  any  further  precautions.     As 
the  incident  is  highly  illustrative,  I  shall  take  the 
liberty  of  relating  it  here,  and  then  resume  my 
narrative  with  more  regard  to  the  order  of  events. 
I  was  going  about  two  hours  after  dark  to  see  a 
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friend  at  the  posada  AgapitOj  one  evening  in  Oc- 
tober just  before  we  set  out  with  Villa  Real  for  the 
siege  of  Bilboa.  Hitherto  the  town  had  been  ex- 
ceedingly tranquil.  I  had  never  heard  an  angry  word 
in  house  or  street,  except  what  a  poor  simpleton, 
who  £EUiGied  himself  an  Alcalde,  used  to  bestow  on 
the  little  mischievous  boys  who  defied  his  authority 
all  for  fun.  There  was  not  previously  a  guard  to 
be  seen,  except  at  the  palace  door, — the  state 
drawing-room  and  in  the  street  on  Sundays  and 
festival  days,  to  accompany  the  King  thence  to 
church  and  back  again.  But  now  the  bustle  of 
preparation  was  heard,  cannons,  ammunition  and 
artillery  waggons  from  Oiiate,  rattled  through  the 
marlcet  place,  bound  for  the  siege,  or  halted  for 
the  night  with  their  guards  in  any  of  the  public 
buildings  that  could  accommodate  them.  How- 
ever, not  a  tipsy  or  disorderly  man  was  visible, 
and  nothing  that  I  could  see  indicated  the  neces- 
sity of  taking  any  particular  precaution.  The 
streets  were  very  quiet  about  the  hour  I  sallied  from 
my  lodging  in  Goien  CaUe^  and  I  heard  nothing 
stirring  till  a  cross  street  brought  me  within 
view  of  the  dim  lamp  which  marks  the  comer  of 
the  Casa  de  Vittoy  when,  for  the  first  time  in  the 
Basque  provinces,  I  heard  the  voice  of  somebody 
quarrelling  and  scolding.  ^^  Let  them  fight  it  out 
between  themselves,*'  thought  I,  as  I  approached 
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the  spot  where  somebody  was,  like  Isaac  Shove — 
grrumbling  and  grunting  in  his  gizzard  audibly. 

^^That  fellow's  swearing  in  Basquense,  and  I 
could  do  no  good  by  intermeddling  in  the  row.  No, 
no  ! — Let  them  fight  it  out ! — 

They  who  in  quarrels  interpose, 
May  often  wipe  a  bloody  noee. 

"  Demanio !  hombre !  pcnrque  tsto  con  ua  amigo  f** 
was  my  exclamation  as  I  came  opposite  the  lamp, 
and  caught  a  glimpse  of  a  sentinel  taking  aim  at 
me  with  his  bayonet  to  my  breast  ^^  Demonio  tutedP* 
retorted  he,  lowering  his  piece  to  a  position  in  which 
I  saw  with  delight  that  he  was  only  going  to  run 
me  through.  "  Why  the  devil  did'nt  you  reply  to 
all  my  challenges  ?  I  gave  you  warning  a  street's 
length  ofi^,  and  here  you  come  to  be  shot  as  if  you 
had  not  ears  to  hear  Quien  vivef*  I  assuaged 
the  fellow's  wrath  by  a  candid  confession  of  my 
stupidity — ^it  being  the  first  time  I  was  ever  chal- 
lenged, &C.,  and  finding  that  I  was  not  a  practical 
joker,  he  kindly  wished  me  ^^  paua  usted  buenP* 
Arriving  at  my  friend's  lodging,  I  was  seriously 
assured  that  I  had  a  miraculous  escape,  and  that 
the  man  ought  to  have  shot,  or  stabbed  me  at  least, 
for  approaching  him  without  speaking.  Ever  after- 
wards I  made  it  a  point  whenever  I  heard  any- 
thing like  a  quarrelsome  interrogation  by  night  or 
day — whetlier  in  street,  field,  camp,  or  battery — ^to 
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sing  out  in  the  first  place,  "  EspaSka  /"  If  the  scold- 
ing continiied,  I  chimed  in  with  ^^  VohaUario  f  «— 
(being  an  answer  to  the  supposed  question,  **  Que 
regimienio  f*) ;  and  if  that  did  not  satisfy  my  invi- 
sible interrogators,  I  responded  for  the  third  and 
last  time  at  the  top  of  my  voice,  <*  Carlos  Quinto  P* 
a  phrase,  like  *^  Open  sesame,"  of  magical  import, 
which  I  would  advise  all  travellers  to  recollect  who 
(onlike  Hassan  Baba)  would  return  from  their 
travels  to  describe  the  wonders  they  encounter. 
As  to  a  passport,  that  will  be  the  least  of  a  tra- 
veller's troubles  in  the  dominions  of  Don  Carlos : 
all  are  friends  within  the  frontier.  I  was  only 
once  requested  to  show  mine  on  my  travels  in  the 
mterior,  and  that  was  on  the  retreat  from  Bilboa, 
when  it  was  very  properly  judged  to  be  a  point  of 
some  importance  to  ascertain  who  was  entering 
Durango.  The  difficulties  are  to  leave  France, 
and  to  enter  it  again.  The  traveller  will,  in  all 
probability  not  have  any  particular  reason  to  con- 
gratulate himself  on  his  return  to  the  *'  land  of 
liberty  and  politeness*'  at  Behovia.  He  will  most 
likely  find  himself  waited  on  by  two  or  three  very 
dvil  gentlemen  in  cocked -hats,  swords,  yellow, 
belts  and  white  shoulder  knots,  who  will  sit  in  his 
diamber  listening  to  his  conversation  and  accom- 
pany him  if  he  leaves  it  for  a  moment,  wherever  he 
nay  go — ^will  sup  at  his  expense,  and  mount  guard 
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at  his  bed-room  door.  Next  morning  he  will  be 
conducted  in  state  to  Bayonne,  (the  gentlemen  with 
yellow  belts  and  white  shoulder-knots  sitting  on 
the  coach  box,  also  at  his  expense,)  in  the  view  of 
an  admiring  population ;  and  there  it  just  depends 
on  the  good  pleasure  of  Monsieur  le  Sou-Prefect» 
to  allow  him  to  stay  twenty-four  hours  to  settle  his 
affairs,  or  arrange  his  instant  departure  in  the  iftoZ- 
poste  or  diligence  for  Calais  with  the  additional 
pleasure  of  enjoying  a  similar  guard  of  honour  all 
the  way.  In  this  latter  case,  it  will  be  time  for  him 
to  stop  paying,  and  then  perhaps  they  may  ^'aban- 
don him  to  the  care  of  Providence." 

But  to  continue  the  moonlight  march  of  General 
Francis  Garcia,  with  his  Guias  de  Navarra.  Soon 
after  they  had  passed  us,  they  were  joined  by  the 
Foreign  Legion  at  Maneru,  and  thus  strengrthened, 
'  Garcia  continued  his  route  to  the  Christine  town 
of  Artajona,  crossing  the  Arga  and  the  enemy's 
lines  by  the  bridge  of  Mendigorria,  and  reaching  his 
destination  without  any  serious  opposition.  There 
he  was  speedily  joined  by  forty  recruits,  many  of 
whom  it  appears  were  waiting  for  his  safe-conduct 
to  leave  the  Christino  lines  and  pass  the  forts  and 
guards  with  their  arms,  without  incurring  needless 
personal  risk,  or,  what  these  poor  fellows  think 
much  more  of,  exposing  their  CEunilies  to  the 
vengeful    reaction    of    the    Christino   authorities 
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wlio  look  very  sharply  after  the  connections  of 
patriotic  emigrants  across  the  Carlist  frontier,  and 
spitefully  put  their  names  at  the  head  of  all  lists 
far  contributions.  In  the  present  instance  the 
recruits  and  their  friends  had  the  excuse  of  a  little 
gentle  force  to  collect  and  bring  them  within  the 
Carlist  lines;  and  the  thing  thus  being  clearly 
ineyitable  and  according  to  the  etiquette  of  civil 
war,  the  Christino  commandants  rested  content  with 
their  ill  luck.  The  expedition  returned  the  same 
night  to  Maneru  and  Ciraoqni,  bringing  with  them 
abo  a  supply  for  the  new  levies,  in  the  shape  of 
300  arobas  of  wheat  (about  seventy-five  hundred 
weight),  and  150  cantaras  of  wine  (about  320 
gallons).  A  slight  skirmish  occurred  in  recrossing 
the  Rio  Alga,  in  which  one  Carlist  soldier  was 
siiot,  and  two  Christines  taken  prisoners.  The 
new  fort  on  the  hill  above  Maneru  (Santa  Barbara) 
is  admirably  placed  in  command  of  the  only  road 
from  Mendigorria  and  Puente  la  Reyna,  so  as 
effectually  to  check  a  pursuit  from  thence;  but 
the  Christinos  wisely  attempted  none. 

The  administration  of  Don  Carlos  was  at  this 
period  (September,)  particularly  energetic  in  get- 
ting up  the  sinews  of  war,  well  knowing  how  much 
depended  on  the  healthful  condition  of  the  military 
chest;  and  the  Junta  of  Navarre  decreed  die  pay- 
ment of  a  contribution  of  10,000  dollars  bv  the 
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town  of  fistellaasa  preliminary.  This,  like  all  the 
other  contributions  of  Navarre  and  the  Basqe  pro- 
vinces, was  fully  understood  to  be  only  a  loan,  to  be 
repaid  when  Don  Carlos  arrived  at  Madrid.  They 
have,  I  understood,  been  paid  cheerfully  so  fieur ; 
and  as  the  first  fruits  of  the  latter,  the  army  received 
a  month's  pay ;  being  several  then  in  arrear.  The 
same  Junta  also  proposed  the  enactment  of  a  finan- 
cial measure  to  extend  over  the  villages  of  their 
great  valley,  (the  Merindad  of  Estella,  about  a 
third  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Navarre,)  designed  to 
facilitate  the  collection  of  future  contributions 
according  to  a  scale  of  the  possessions  of  each 
proprietor.  A  main  feature  of  this  arrangement 
was,  that  previous  to  the  disposal  of  any  cattle 
or  horses,  the  owner  should  give  notice  to  govern- 
ment and  obtain  leave  to  sell,  subject  to  certain 
claims  for  the  service  of  the  state.  This  financial 
regulation  the  peasantry  strongly  objected  to.  In 
the  first  place  they  said  it  was  contrary  to  their  old 
customs,  (and  they  have  a  special  dislike  to  new- 
fangled ways) : — ^in  the  next,  that  there  was  no 
occasion  for  the  innovation,  they  having  always 
willingly  contributed  to  the  utmost  of  their  ability 
whenever  they  were  direcdy  iq[>plied  to  (and  in 
fact,  having  much  more  ground  under  cultivation 
to  meet  the  daily  demand  for  40,000  rations  than 
they  would  trouble  themselves  with  the  tillage  of  in 
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time  of  peace) : — thirdly,  that  it  would  be  virtually 
giving  up  the  control  of  their  property  and  the 
management  of  their  fields  into  the  hands  of  the 
King,  contrary  to  the  individual  privileges  of  the 
Navarrese  time  out  of  mind: — and  fourthly,  (the 
strongest  of  any),  ^*  they  don't  like  it,  and  won't 
have  it !"  They  therefore,  summoned  a  council  (in 
fact  appointed  a  committee)  to  support  their  views 
and  to  present  a  respectful  memorial  to  the  King 
explanatory  of  their  rights  and  privileges,  which  I 
onderstand  received  grave  and  gracious  consider- 
ation at  tlie  hands  of  his  Majesty  and  his  Minister, 
Senor  Erro.     Lord  Palmerston  and  his  unfortunate 
fiiends  at  St.  Sebastian  really  formed  very  erro~ 
neous  notions  of  the  capabilities  of  these  peasantry 
to  understand  their  own  affiurs  and  defend  their  own 
fields  and  flocks.     As  far  as  I  could  see,  they  were 
fdlly  as  intelligent,  as  free,  and  as  comfortable  as 
the  peasantry  of  England,  and  perhaps  ^'something 
more."     It  is  probable  they  do  not  set  so  high  a 
value  on  their  lives,  for  they  expose  them  without 
hesitation  where  either  their  own  independence  or 
their  Swing's  hereditary  rights  were  invaded;  and 
fitthers  and  mothers  still  cheerfully  enrolled  their 
younger  sons  on  the  list  of  volurUarios  as  claimants 
for  the  first  idle  muskets,  notwithstanding  the  elder 
bad  already  fallen  in  the  same  cause.     But  there 
are  bounds   to  the  most  heroic  sacrifices.     The 
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most  highly- professing  <^  life  and  fortune  men"  of 
Old  England  grumble  at  the  taxes.  Byron  showed 
a  very  exact  knowledge  of  human  nature  in  his 
warning  advice  to  Kings  and  Ministers,  which 
holds  quite  as  good  in  the  meridian  of  Estella  as 
of  Missolonghi — 

*'  Kill  a  man's  family  and  he  may  mock  it, 

Bat  keep  your  hands  out  of  his  breeches  pocket !" 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


Don  Carlos  and  his  court  departed  from  EsteUa  on 
Friday  the  30th  of  September,  and  continued  his 
tour  northward  to  Biscay,  visiting  every  town  and 
village  on  his  way,  and  inspecting  the  various 
public  works  in  progress.  He  was  accompanied  by 
the  In&nte  Don  Sebastian,  together  with  Count 
D'Orga,  colonel  of  cavalry,  and  the  Count  de  Sirat, 
both  grandees  of  the  first  class  who  arrived  recentiy 
at  Estella  and  were  appointed  chamberlains  to  the 
Kiog.  Senor  Toledo,a  son  of  the  Duke  d'Infantado, 
and  Lieutenant-colonel  of  cavalry  also  arrived  and 
jomed  the  escort.  Anxious  to  become  more  fully 
acquainted  with  the  feelings  of  the  people  towards 
Don  Carlos,  I  availed  myself  of  the  opportunity  of 
personal  observation  afforded  me  by  this  tour, 
and  having  strapped  my  portmanteau  on  a  friend's 
hagage,  I  mounted  a  fine  mule  which  I  had  just 
purchased  in  Estella  and  joined  the  royal  cavalcade 
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on  the  road  to  the  far-famed  Basilica  of  San  Gre- 
gorio,  founded  on  the  summit  of  a  commanding 
hill  in  commemoration  of  the  miraculous  deliver- 
ance of  Spain  (through  his  intercession)  from  a 
plague  of  locusts — the  story  of  which  is  painted  at 
large  on  the  walls  of  the  elegant  little  church. 

The  equinox  had  passed  over  very  calmly  with 
two  or  three  nights  of  quiet  meteoric  lightning  and 
a  couple  of  showers  that  seemed  to  empty  the  sky ; 
but  when  we  set  forth,  the  sun  and  the  earth  were 
just  as  torrid  as  ever.   The  gardens  around  the  town 
were  drinking  up  the  water  of  irrigation  withoat 
wasting  a  drop,  and  the  stubble  in  the  wheat  fields 
was  blazing  industriously  with  little  or  no  help  from 
the  peasants,  whose  chief  care  seemed  to  be  that 
the  fire  should  not  reach  their  neighbours'  crops. 
The  air,  earth,  and  trees  were  alive  with  the  hum 
and  glitter  of  insects.     The  musquitoes  were  busy 
in  their  vocation,  making  ^^  war  to  the  lancet "  on 
every  body's  siesta :   the  great  dragon-flies  were 
darting  to  and  fro  on  duty  as  musquito   hawks, 
preserving  the  balance  of  power  on  this  constitu- 
tional question :  the  fat  Capuchin  locusts  were  rat- 
tling their  shoulder-blades  against  their  hoods  and 
making  an  inconceivable  racket;  their  cousins  the 
grasshoppers  were  fluttering  about,  twice  as  long 
and  strong  and  lively  as  their  brethren  of  England, 
sporting    elegant    blue-speckled  wing-fans,    and 
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endeavouring  to  persuade  the  traveller  that  they 
were  butterflies ;  but,  after  a  scamper  of  three  or 
four  yards  were  glad  to  settle  again.     The  little 
lixards  in  brown,  g^reen  and  gold,  lay  basking  on 
the  stones,  speculating  on  the  seizure  of  some  ant 
or  ]ady*oow,  till  our  shadows  scared  them  into  their 
crevices.      The  hornets  whizzed  angrily  past, us 
ohaang  wasps  or  house-flies,  and  all  who  had  ever 
felt  the  annoyance  of  either,  wished  them  God- 
speed.   The  latter  were  so  pestiferous  at  Estella, 
that  before  I  could  sit  down  to  write,  I  was  obliged 
to  chase  every  one  out  of  the  room  and  shut  them 
oat    There  are  two  species,  both  apparently  re- 
sembling the  British  house-fly,  but  one  is  provided 
with  lancets  that  cut  as  deep  as  those  of  our  red 
horse-fly.    Legions  of  bees  were  abroad.   The  par- 
tridges challenged  their  rivals  among  the  vineyards 
in  the  valleys,   each  exulting  over  the  merits  of 
his  crop  of  grapes  and  grasshoppers.     But  in  truth, 
the  latter  have  no  grass  to  hop  on  near  Estella. 
Rocks  and  red  earth  only  strike  the  eye  amongst  the 
olive  and  vineyards,  and  an  extensive  mountainous 
tract  on  the  west,  extending  to  Yrache  and  Villa- 
tuerta,  will  not  grow  either.     It  is  a  mass  of  coarse 
gypsum,  interstratified  with  rock  salt,  which,  dis- 
ttdving  with  every  shower,  the   mountain  is  gra- 
dually crumbling  down  into  the  Rivers  £ga  and 
Zudaire  which  flow  round  the  town  at  its  base.     On 
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the  saline  soil  at  the  accessible  side  of  this  moun* 
tain,  wheat  and  maize  only  are  found  to  thrive. 
Advancing  N.  and  N.  W.  from  Estella  the  wine  and 
olive  culture  gradually  give  way  to  that  of  com, 
and  the  wheat,  oats,  and  barley  stubbles  fiEur  surpass 
in  extent,  the  ground  under  maize.  Proceeding 
northward  through  the  province  of  Alava,  the 
proportion  of  wheat  is  still  larger,  the  oriental 
millet  appears,  the  olive  disappears,  and  the  vine  is 
only  seen  in  favoured  spots  where  the  mountains 
TQcede  till  they  leave  free  space  for  sun  and  air  to 
act  and  induce  the  almost  arid  soil  it  requires. 
But  the  valleys  of  the  Basque  provinces  are  in  ge» 
neral  much  narrower  than  those  of  Navarre,  and  the 
northern  winds  that  sweep  over  the  Bay  of  Biscay 
clothe  the  rocky  tops  of  their  mountains  with  chilly 
mists  early  in  autumn,  under  which  the  grape  will 
grow  indeed,  but  is  rarely  matured.  The  mouu* 
taineer,  stinted  in  his  wine  and  oil,  redoubles  his 
activity  to  obtain  such  a  harvest  as  will  procure  him 
both  in  exchange.  The  patient  industry  with  which 
he  adapts  the  crop  to  the  soil  and  the  climate,  is  truly 
admirable  and  ensures  its  just  reward.  Armed 
with  his  digging  forks  and  hoe,  he  ascends  the 
steep  mountain  side  to  cultivate  heights  where 
oxen  could  find  no  footing,  and  ploughs  would  be 
useless ;  resigning  his  task  only  at  the  line  where 
the  soil  ceases  and  the  rock  begins.     The  hardy 
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ilex  and  encina  here  contrive  to  find  standing-room 
and  a  congenial  climate,  and  where  the  mountain  is 
not  of  most  obdurate  impassibility,  girdle  it  round 
with  a  forest. 

On  the  road,  we  learned  that  the  long  talked-of 
expedition  to  Arragon  under  Pablo  Sanz  and 
Joaquin  Elio  had  received  a  new  destination  con- 
sequent on  some  unexpected  Christino  movements 
in  that  province,  and  that  Villa  Real  had  a  few 
days  before  directed  it  to  the  Asturias.  Thither 
they  had  accordingly  gone  with  four  battalions  of 
in&ntry  and  two  squadrons  of  cavalry,  marching 
on  Oviedo.  To  counteract  this  new  movement  1250 
of  the  Auxiliary  Legion  at  St  Sebastian  had  been 
dispatched  to  Gihon ;  leaving  the  garrison  of  the 
former  so  much  weakened  as  to  encourage  Guibe- 
Udes'  attack  on  the  1st  of  October'. 

'  Not  being  before  St.  Sebastiaii  during  tbis  affiiir,  I  shall  not 
attempt  to  describe  it.  However,  tbe  following  moreeau  from 
the  pen  of  an  officer  of  the  CarliBt  Artillery,  Captain  Saave,  is  too 
cbvacteriscic  to  be  withheld. 

*<Henumi,Ocl.  3,  1836. 

"  Yesterday  we  attacked  the  enemy,  with  five  pieces  of  artillery. 
The  action  continued  for  ten  long  hours,  during  all  which  time 
more  than  twenty  pieces  of  cannon  were  endeavouring  to  hit  me. 
My  battery  of  three  pieces  (thirty-two,  eighteen,  and  six  pounders) 
I  fiNind,  ere  long  reduced  to  one,  by  the  want  of  artillerymen ;  for 
in  about  an  hour  after  the  firing  began,  nine  of  them  and  one 
sergeant  fell  under  the  Christino  grape  shot — four  of  them  dead. 
As  for  myself,  I  was  wounded  slightly  in  the  face,  and  that  by 
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I  found  on  our  arrival  at  the  little  town  of  Los 
Arcos,  that  it  had  fered  better  than  the  nine  others 
which  had  been  entered  by  the  three  plunderii^ 
Christino  columns  a  few  days  before,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  Alcalde,  Ayuntamiento  and  principal 
inhabitants  going  out  to  receive  and  in  fact  submit 

accident  Fmei  comawiit— -an  English  leigeant-major  (Bell)» 
whom  I  had  taken  into  the  artillery  by  orders  of  the  General,  set 
fire  to  some  powder  by  mistake  and  blew  up  three  boxes  of  cannon 
cartridges,  after  which  we  found  ourselves  as  follows : — two  officers 
dead,  a  French  servant  of  M.  ■  wounded  (he  will  probably  die 
also),  and  myself,  happy  enough  to  escape  with  my  leffc  cheek 
burned  and  head  singed.  But  this  blow-up  was  nothing  (only  for 
the  consequences)  compared  with  one  that  happened  two  hours 
after.  At  that  time  I  was  keeping  up  the  fire  of  my  two  pieces, 
with  my  face  wrapped  up,  when  a  twenty-four-pound  shell  of  tlie 
enemy  fell  on  a  large  box  full  of  them,  which  I  had  prepared  for 
the  Christines.  Their's  burst  in  the  battery,  but  without  toaching 
me,  and  set  fire  to  100  others  piled  in 'the  box.  Seeing  that  the 
fiui  of  one  had  taken  fire,  I  threw  myself  down  on  my  face,  and 
remained  in  that  position  until  all  the  boxfiill  had  blown  up< 
There  were  ten  several  discharges — that  is  to  say,  ten  of  ten  at  a 
time.  Imagine  the  uproar  which  all  this  caused  in  the  battery, 
and,  above  all,  my  interesting  situation !  Seeing  the  shell  fall, 
every  body  else  very  naturally  ran  out,  and  the  enemy  thought  me 
blown  up  a  hundred  times.  Eh  bien  I  pat  du  tout  /  I  was  the  best  off 
of  any,  for  every  one  of  those  who  fled  was  wounded,  and  I  was  not 
hurt  in  the  least  To  follow  up  this  blow,  a  ball  coming  in  through 
an  embrasure  knocked  the  mop  out  of  my  hands,  and  at  the  same 
time  made  shivers  of  a  handspike  which  a  corporal  was  using. 
All  this  passed  in  a  moment  I  can  assure  you  that  yesterday  I 
was  the  happiest  of  men !"        •        *        • 
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to  them  as  they  approached.  Los  Areos  is  a  frontier 
town  withoot  walk,  rery  moch  exposed  to  the  action 
and  reaction  of  civil  strife,  having  more  than  once 
been  in  possession  of  the  Christines  since  they  were 
smoked  out  of  its  caserne  with  pimento  by  Zuma- 
laearregni  on  the  2dd  February,  1835 ;  so  that  both 
parties  wisely  overlook  the  inevitable  submissions 
it  makes  alternately  to  each,  contenting  themselves 
with  the  exaction  of  contributions  as  an  equivalent. 
On  the  late  entry  of  the  Christines,  the  town 
escaped  by  speedily  acceding  to  their  demand  of 
^  Don  Juan  Echevarria's  rent,"  a  well  known  sum 
of  aboat  702.  yearly  due  to  him  as  one  of  the  twelve 
beneficiaries  of  the  splendid  cathedral  of  Los  Arcos, 
and  which  the  Christines  declare  justly  forfeited 
to  the  Queen  in  virtue  of  his  rebellious  dignity  of 
President  of  the  Junta  of  Navarre.  The  inha- 
bitants, who  are  decidedly  Carlist,  would,  I  was 
assured,  pay  the  rent  over  again  to  Don  Juan 
notwithstanding. 

The  fortifications  in  progress  and  almost  com- 
pleted around  the  church  of  San  Gregorio,  were 
the  subject  of  Don  Sebastian's  especial  examina- 
tion. The  situation  is  one  of  the  strongest  that 
oould  well  have  been  selected,  on  the  summit  of  a 
nairow  range  of  hills  perfectly  commanding  both 
sides  and  the  high  road  from  Los  Arcos  to  Sorlada 
PiedramiUaria,    Mendaca  and   Zuniga.      On  the 
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north  spreads  the  rich  valley  where  the  serious 
battle  was  fought  in  1834,  when  the  Christines 
succeeded  in  turning  the  position  of  Ituralde,  and 
brought  Zumalacarregni  with  all  his  reserve  into 
action  to  retrieve  the  day.  Then,  San  Gregorio 
and  the  country  around  it  were  in  the  hands  of  the 
Queen's  destroying  troops ;  now,  all  this  fine  dis- 
trict reposed  under  the  peaceable  sway  of  Don 
Carlos,  and  a  stranger  might  travel  through  it  by 
day  and  night  as  securely  as  in  England.  I  did 
not  even  hear  of  such  a  thing  as  a  robbery  in  the 
Basque  provinces  or  Navarre,  except  when  the 
Queen  was  graciously  pleased  to  send  an  over- 
whelming force  to  pillage  the  defenceless  villages, 
by  way  of  illustration  and  earnest  of  the  blessings 
of  a  liberal  government. 

In  our  progress  we  rode  over  four  battle-fields, 
for  ever  associated  with  the  military  genius  and 
triumphs  of  Zumalacarregni,  and  a  fifth,  (the  scene 
of  the  triple  foray  of  the  14th  ult,)  when  Irribarran 
attempted  in  vain  to  storm  the  Basilica  of  San 
Gregorio.  The  scenes  of  Zumalacarregui's  com- 
bats were  Mendaca,  Zuniga  and  the  bridge  of 
Arquijas,  at  which  latter  pass,  two  important  battles 
were  fought;  the  first  agmnst  an  immense  Chrisdno 
force  from  Los  Arcos  supported  by  artillery  and 
led  on  by  Cordova  in  person  on  the  15th  of  De- 
cember, 1834 ;  the  second  against  equally  superior 
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forces  of  infantry  with  cannon  from  the  same 
garrkon,  commanded  by  Lorenzo,  on  the  15tb  of 
February,  1835 :  but  the  Carlist  general  had 
diosen  his  positions  so  well  and  stood  his  ground 
with  such  intrepidity,  that  each  attack  was  repulsed 
with  enormous  loss.  Don  Carlos  was  present  at  the 
combat  with  Lorenzo.  The  site  of  these  sanguinary 
battles  is  highly  picturesque,  and  as  rich  in  natural 
beauties  as  any  which  the  romantic  kingdom  of 
Navarre  could  fiamish  for  the  scene  of  contests, 
on  each  of  which  the  liberties  of  its  people  de- 
pended. The  little  river  Ega  here  winds  its  way 
tbroogh  the  great  valley  of  the  Beruesa  eastward 
to  Estella,  through  precipitous  cliffs,  covered  as  far 
as  the  eye  can  reach  with  an  evergreen  forest  of 
encina  arbutus  and  laurel,  whose  interlaced 
branches  forbid  all  passage  except  along  the  mule* 
tracks  worn  in  the  &ce  of  the  rocks,  in  the  fissures 
of  which  the  trees  are  rooted.  The  southern 
mountain  sweeps  back  in  the  form  of  an  amphi* 
theatre  at  the  spot  where  the  road  to  Zuniga  des- 
cends to  the  river,  and  thus,  forming  a  steeper 
dedivity,  both  mules  and  men  are  obliged  to 
tmverse  zig-zag  till  they  arrive  at  its  base.  On 
the  brow  stands  the  Hermitage  of  Arquijas, 
<^rowned  with  its  belfry.  Below,  the  river  recedes 
from  the  hill-side  in  a  similar  sweep,  and  leaves 
between  a  small  heart-shaped  plain  or  paddock  of 
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the  richest  verdure,  smooth  as  a  bowling-green, 
and  just  500  yards  across.  At  its  northern  point, 
the  little  bridge  (the  Thermopylee  of  Navarre) 
stretches  its  double  arch  and  rude  parapet  across 
the  river  to  afford  a  passage  for  a  single  mule  or 
two  men  at  a  time.  The  bridge,  the  hermitage,  the 
time-worn  mule-track,  a  distant  convent  and  some 
encinas  on  the  heights,  the  growth  of  three  centuries, 
burnt  to  a  black  shell  by  the  bivouac  fires  but  still 
maintaining  a  luxuriant  head^  are  the  only  ^^  works 
of  art"  within  view.  There  is  not  even  a  wheel- 
rut  to  be  seen.  The  bridge  could  not  allow  the 
narrowest  car  to  pass,  and  all  the  art  of  mule  or  mule- 
tero  could  not  compass  the  progress  of  its  wheels 
up  the  rocky  staircases.  Zunudacarregui,  indeed, 
could  transport  on  cars  the  thirteen-inch  mortars 
he  cast  in  the  Bastan  over  the  highest  mountain 
tracks,  to  besiege  towns  in  Guipuscoa  and  Biscay ; 
but  he  had  the  whole  population  of  every  village 
he  passed  through,  men  and  oxen,  day  and  night, 
cheerfully  tugging  with  all  their  hearts  and  heads, 
in  his  service ;  while  on  the  other  hand  the  Chris* 
tino  Generals,  (who  could  never  either  purchase  or 
torture  the  peasantry  into  the  performance  of  such 
miracles),  were  obliged  to  be  content  with  what  the 
mules  alone  could  effect  in  the  transport  of  field- 
pieces  over  mountain  paths.  Zumalacarregui  had 
no  artillery  at   Arquijas,  but  he  took   possession 
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of  the  plains  tke  bridge  and  the  steep  wooded  rocks 
which  overhang  the  river  on  the  north,  with  a  few 
battalions;  and,  notwithstanding  all  the  efforts  of 
Cordova's  artillery  planted  at  the  Hermitage  above, 
and  5000  men  to  follow  where  it  swept  open  a  road 
for  them  below,  they  could  not  force  a  passage  to 
Zoniga.  Once,  two  battalions  of  Christino  car- 
bineers succeeded  in  forming  on  the  plain,  and 
made  a  desperate  push  to  cross  the  bridge.  The 
foremost  ranks  succeeded,  but  they  were  charged 
with  the  bayonet  by  the  guides  of  Navarre,  and 
driven  back  in  great  disorder.  Fourteen  who  were 
eat  off  from  their  comrades  on  the  narrow  nor- 
diem  bank  were  instantly  killed,  as  no  quarter  was 
then  given  on  either  side.  Cordova,  baffled  at  the 
bridge,  caused  attempts  to  be  made  by  fording, 
which  is  possible  even  in  December,  just  adjoining 
the  plain ;  but  the  cool  and  watchful  Carlists  who 
Hoed  the  rocks  and  trees  at  the  opposite  side  shot 
down  every  man  as  soon  as  he  climbed  up  the  bank, 
and  after  four  hours'  firing,  Cordova  gave  up  the 
point,  leaving  350  killed  and  carrying  off  as  many 
wounded.  It  was  seven  weeks  afterwards  that 
Lorenzo  attempted  the  same  pass,  with  superior 
forces  and  all  the  dear  bought  experience  of  Cor- 
dova's defeat.  His  artillery,  also  placed  at  the 
Hermitage,  was  better  served  and  did  great  execu- 
tion on  the  plains  below,  while  a  thousand  of  his 
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best  men  descended  the  path,  formed  in  column  on 
the  plain  and  rushed  on  with  the  bayonet  Zuma- 
lacarregui  seeing  his  men  waver  opposite  the 
bridge,  rode  down  the  bank  on  his  white  charger 
and  placed  himself  and  his  staff  in  advance  of  it. 
This  decided  the  battle.  Each  peasant  would 
rather  face  a  thousand  Christinos  than  '^  uncle 
Thomas"  in  his  wrath.  They  waited  steadily  for 
the  advancing  column,  and  poured  in  a  volley  that 
killed  the  leading  officers  and  threw  it  into  such 
confusion  that  it  speedily  gave  way;  whereupon 
Lorensso  retreated  to  Los  Arcos  like  his  prede- 
cessor, leaving  200  killed  and  bearing  off  360 
wounded,  pursued  till  night-fiEill  by  the  victor 
whom  no  Christino  General  ever  ventured  to  en-- 
counter  on  the  little  field  of  Arquijas  a  third  time. 
This  smiling  plain,  on  which  the  eye  looks  down 
with  admiration  as  the  peaceful  centre  of  a  silent 
landscape  brilliant  with  evergreen  beauty,  is  the 
grave  of  a  thousand  men  !  Only  one  half  of  its 
old  Bridge  of  Battles  now  remains ;  the  other  was 
some  months  after  blown  up  by  Lacour,  under  the 
orders  of  Zumalacarregui,  who,  with  his  charac- 
teristic prudence,  thus  preserved  the  towns  of 
Zuniga,  Orbiezo,  Molinas  de  Santa  Cruz,  and 
Santa  Cruz  de  Campezzu  from  any  surprise, 
while  he  carried  the  war  elsewhere.  It  was, 
afterwards  repaired  with  timber,  which  afforded  our 
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horses  and  mules  a  passage  quite  as  good  as  before, 
while  the  hdhty  of  its  removal  afforded  a  guarantee 
that  an  enemy  who  may  occupy  Los  Aroos  will 
not  select  this  route  as  the  most  convenient  in 
continuation  of  any  foray  he  may  have  commenced 
in  the  valleys  of  the  Rivera  or  Beruesa. 

As  the  king  rode  over  the  eventful  scene,  his 
admiration  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  its  defenders 
broke  forth  enthusiastically,  and  he  pointed  out  to 
Don  Sebastian,  Colonel  Merry  and  all  around  him, 
the  spots  distinguished  by  various  eventful  turns  of 
the  two  battles — the  points  occupied  by  himself, 
by  Zumalacarregui,  and  Lorenzo ;  the  Hermitage, 
where  the  murderous  artillery  of  the  enemy  was 
stationed,  pouring  death  into  the  ranks  of  his  people, 
and  the  path  up  which  the  multitudes  of  wounded 
Christinos  were  carried  thither  from  the  plain ; — 
while  another  line  of  fresh  men  was  constantly 
descending  to  take  their  places,  and  sustain  the 
action.  Every  inch  of  the  road  is  associated  with 
incidents  of  heroic  interest,  and  it  is  impossible 
for  a  CarUst  to  view  it  without  enthusiasm.  As  for 
me,  (stranger  as  I  was  to  Spain  and  its  warfare,)  I 
oould  not  help  riding  back  from  Zuniga  (over  an 
execrable  hill  of  loose  stones)  to  obtain  a  view  of 
the  entire  from  the  station  where  Zumalacarregui 
had  stood  during  both  battles. 

The  king  slept  at  Zuniga,  and  with  his  suite  pro- 
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ceeded  next  morning  (Saturday,  October  Ist),  by 
Orbiezo,  the  Franciscan  monastery  of  Perola,  An- 
tonana  and  Atouri  to  Maestu  where  he  visited  the 
military  hospital  of  the  province  of  Alava,  then 
containing  155  wounded  and  forty-five  infirm  and 
sick.  He  then  continued  his  route  over  the  moun- 
tains, and  through  Guereno,  crossing  the  fertile 
valley  of  the  Borunda,  leaving  Salvatierra  and 
Eridia  on  his  .right, — Langarita  and  Laceo  on  his 
left,  'til  he  arrived  at  Narvaja,  where  he  slept,  and 
remained  on  Sunday.  On  Monday  morning  he 
proceeded  to  inspect  the  splendid  fortification  which 
had  been  erected  on  Villa  Real's  plan,  by  Briga- 
dier Sylvestre,  chief  engineer,  upon  the  base  of  the 
old  towers  of  the  Ladrones  de  Guevara,  perched  on 
a  hill  which  bounds  the  valley  of  the  Borunda,  and 
presents  a  magnificent  view  over  an  immense  extent 
of  level  country  between  Vitoria  and  Salvatierra ; 
On  this  great  plain,  and  on  the  adjoining  hills,  it  is 
said  that  nearly  150  towns  and  villages  may  be 
counted  from  Guevara. 

The  fortress  consists  of  five  series  of  towers  and 
battlements,  the  central  ones  rising  pyramidally  to 
a  considerable  elevation ;  the  entire  reminding  the 
English  spectator  of  one  of  the  tallest  and  narrowest 
views  of  Windsor  Castle.  The  Carlist  troops  call 
it  "  Little  Gibraltar."  The  plan  is  a  long  quad- 
rangle, with  round  towers  at  the  angles.    It  is  built 
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cm  the  height  of  the  rock  in  a  position  so  defensible 
by  the  natoral  advantages  of  the  groond*  that  the 
engineers  of  ereiy  age,  from  the  first  erection  to 
die  completion,  have  dispensed  with  all  ceremonial 
outworks,  whether  fosse,  drawbridge  or  pallisade. 
It  would  indeed  be  a  diificult  task  to  sink  any 
ditdies  in  the  solid  rock,  and  the  garrison  finds  all 
the  water  which  the  skies  afford,  littie  enough  for 
its  own  purposes  within  the  walls.  The  lower 
towers  are  already  mounted  with  fourteen  pieces  of 
artillery  of  various  calibre  from  twenty-four  pound- 
eis  downwards,  several  of  which  were  obtained 
at  the  capture  of  Plenda;  others,  of  heavy  metal 
were  lying  in  readiness  to  be  slung  into  their  embra- 
sures as  soon  as  the  carriages  were  ready  to  receive 
them.  The  construction  exhibits  the  greatest 
attention  to  solidity  and  neatness  of  architecture, 
with  an  economy  of  space  which  excites  admiration. 
The  exterior  walls  are  of  cut  stone,  of  very  efficient 
solidity  at  all  elevations.  These  as  well  as  the  in- 
terior galleries  are  pierced  with  loop-holes  at  every 
step,  and  nothing  is  neglected  to  render  the  superior 
stages  of  the  fortress  separate  and  commanding 
citadels  with  respect  to  those  below. 

The  troops  assembled  here  were  reviewed  out- 
side the  fort  by  the  King,  who  also  minutely 
inspected  the  armoury  and  stores  of  the  garrison. 
Their  Biscayan  muskets  (which  are  accounted  the 
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best  in  the  service)  were  in  the  neatest  order; 
ammunition  for  all  arms  was  in  abundance ;  nume- 
rous sacks  of  grain  and  a  great  heap  of  home-made 
shoes  were  apparent ;  but  what  especially  attracted 
my  attention,  was  a  large  airy  guard-room  kitchen, 
well  lighted  through  the  immense  walls,  and  decid- 
edly the  neatest  I  had  seen  since  I  entered  Spain, 
The  King  examined  everything,  and  spoke  to 
everybody  with  a  degree  of  interest  and  affability 
which  was  truly  gratifying,  and  seemed  highly 
pleased  with  the  progress  of  the  work  since  bis  last 
visit.  The  entire  is  indeed  a  noble  monument  of 
what  enthusiastic  loyalty  can  effect  in  the  absence 
of  ordinary  pecuniary  stimuli  to  exertion, — depri- 
ved of  which,  the  revolutionary  edifice  at  Madrid 
appears  to  be  &st  falling  to  pieces.  It  would  be  dif- 
ficult to  guess  the  number  of  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  pounds  which  would  figure  in  Mendizabsd's  esti- 
mates  for  the  execution  of  such  a  job;  and  my  readers 
will  perhaps  be  somewhat  surprised  to  learn  that 
since  its  commencement,  on  the  13th  December, 
1835,  it  has  not  cost  Don  Carlos  or  his  government  a 
peseta  beyond  the  regular  rations,  pay  and  clothing, 
distributed  to  the  troops  and  workmen  (who  are  all 
volunteer  soldiers  also)  provided  by  the  four  Juntas 
as  usual.  Nothing  for  materials ;  nothing  for  the 
site ;  nothing  for  plans,  and  premiums,  and  contin- 
gencies, and  extras,  and  damages,  and  ordnance. 
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and  stores.  The  site  was  wrested  from  the  Chris- 
tmos: — stones  and  timber  were  on  the  spot :  furni- 
ture, frame-work,  iron,  cut  stone,  tools  and  a  variety 
of  osefbl  materials,  were  at  hand  in  the  several 
government  stores  preserved  for  public  purposes 
fimn  the  houses  and  property  abandoned  by  Chris- 
tioo  fugitives,  as  the  conquering  Carlist  arms  pene. 
trated  into  the  strongholds  of  their  enemies.  The 
ordnance  also,  had  been  very  appropriately  seized 
by  the  strong  hand  from  Christino  forts  and  turned 
against  their  cowardly  columns ;  making  them  leave 
the  high  road  which  leads  from  Vitoria  to  Pampeluna 
(whenever  they  ventured  on  a  sortie  from  either)  at 
a  very  respectable  distance  from  Guevara.  Some  of 
tbe  brass  guns  of  twenty-four  pounds  calibre,  cast  in 
the  royal  foundry  at  Seville,  lately  taken  at  Plencia 
and  planted  here,  are  of  the  first  quality.  They 
will  no  doubt  prove  highly  efficient  in  the  hands  of 
their  present  possessors,  if  ever  their  old  masters  ven- 
ture to  look  for  them  in  this  eagle's  nest.  Whilst  in- 
q)ecting  the  artillery,  Don  Carlos  cast  his  eye  on  an  old 
gun-carriage,  which  had  borne  the  famous  eighteen- 
poonder  sumamed  Abwlaor  ''the  Grandmother,"  by 
the  soldiers,  from  its  age  and  infirmities.  With 
this  heroine  and  a  7-inch  mortar,  Zumalacarregui 
conunenced  his  siege  of  Echarri-Arranaz.  She 
burst  twice  at  the  mouth,  and  was  each  time  cut 
ihorter ;  but,  as  the  powder  next  blazed  out  through 
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cracks  in  her  sides,  Zumalacarregui  was  obliged  to 
bind  her  round  with  ropes  before  he  could  take  the 
town.  With  this  battering  train  and  a  few  which 
he  gained  in  his  progress,  he  nevertheless  contrived 
to  take  also  Trevino,  Villafranca,  Bergara,  Eybar, 
Tolosa  and  Ochandiano;  when  having  accumulated 
a  tolerable  progeny,  the  cowardly  garrisons  of 
Estella,  Salvatierra  and  the  Bastan  fled  before 
*^  the  Grandmother  and  her  children."  In  grateful 
remembrance  of  the  services  she  had  done  the  state, 
the  king,  who  never  forgets  an  old  friend,  desired 
that  her  carriage  should  be  carefully  preserved  in 
the  armoury  of  Guevara.  The  Grandmother  herself 
is  at  present  safely  buried  in  a  debateable  neigh* 
bourhood,  but  her  resurrection  can  be  effected  in 
half  an  hour  should  her  services  be  wanted  in  that 
quarter,  (for  it  is  believed  that  she  is  still  capable 
of  taking  a  town  or  two  on  her  own  account)  but 
the  £Etct  is,  that  the  quantity  of  excellent  artillery 
obtained  through  hei^  exertions,  enables  the  Carlist 
ordnance  office  to  dispense  with  her  services,  and 
so  she  is  allowed  to  rest  in  peace. 

Don  Carlos  having  taken  leave  of  the  Comman- 
dante  Sopelanaand  a  number  of  officers  of  distinction 
who  had  come  to  meet  his  majesty  at  the  fort  and  wit- 
ness the  review,  rode  down  the  hill  to  view  the  mili- 
tary factory  established  in  the  village  at  its  base,  in 
the  old  palacio  of  the  Conde  de  Onate,  for  the  manu- 
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fiu^tore  and  repair  of  fire-arms,  bayonets,  trumpets, 
drains,  carriages  for  artillery  and  the  various  imple- 
ments appertaining  to  that  service.  They  were  ijso 
then  makini?  a  lar^e  clock  for  the  fortress  there. 
The  workmen  particularly  prided  themselves  on  the 
tone  of  their  drums,  and  on  the  new  touch-hole 
pieces,  which  they  screw  into  damaged  cannon.  The 
troops  which  his  majesty  reviewed  on  the  hill  side 
were  the  first  and  third  battalions  of  Alava,  a  battalion 
of  ^des  of  the  same  province  and  a  squadron  of  Ala- 
re8e  Lancers,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Moreno. 
As  they  went  through  their  evolutions  on  the  hill 
side,  with  the  fort  in  the  background, — the  salvos 
of  artillery  smoking  and  thundering  around, — 
reverberating  from  a  hundred  valleys  and  ravines 
till  a  new  discharge  caught  up  and  prolonged  the 
echoes, — ^the  whole  afforded  a  combination  of  sights 
and  sounds  which  produced  an  impression  I  shall 
never  forget.  The  Alavese  infantry  are  quite 
wild^looking  enough  to  give  a  brigandine  character 
to  any  landscape  they  might  march  over ;  but  the 
Lancers  in  motion  were  the  essence  of  the  errant 
picturesque,  as,  riding  up  along  the  ridge  of  the 
hill,  they  were  seen  against  the  sky  with  their 
lanee-pennons  fluttering  in  the  breeze,  or  rushing 
in  a  body  down  its  side  as  if  charging  an  enemy 
below.  It  seemed  as  if  the  inequalities  of  the 
ground  they  scampered  over  made  no  difference  to 
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the  wild-looking  animals  that  bore  them.  Dressed 
as  they  were  in  an  amusing  variety  of  caps,  jackets 
dnd  trowsers  that  still  bespoke  the  prevalence  of 
*<  the  good  old  plan"  of  making  their  toilet  on  the 
field  of  battle  from  the  spoils  of  their  enemies, 
I  could  almost  fancy  that  I  beheld  flitting  before  me 
the  figures  of  the  old  Ladrones  of  Guevra.  But 
the  Ladrones  have  been  swept  off  the  hills  of  Alava, 
and,  what  is  more  to  the  purpose,  the  Christino 
Ladrones  of  Madrid  and  Westminster  have  been 
chased  away  too.  The  Alavese  have  their  own 
again,  and  they  are  well  able  to  hold  it. 

The  king  and  his  suite  next  crossed  the  country, 
passing  through  Marietta,  to  review  the  camp  at  the 
old  Venta  of  Arlaban,  destroyed  by  the  Christinos 
on  the  high  road  from  Vitoria  to  Salinas,  where  the 
last  sweep  of  the  gently  swelling  plain  of  the  Bo- 
runda  affords  an  opportunity  of  encamping  at  the 
entrance  of  the  important  pass  descending  into 
Biscay  and  Guipuscoa.  Here  we  found  the  third 
battalion  of  Navarre,  the  second  of  Alava,  and  its 
third  Provisional,  with  two  brass  four-pound  field 
pieces  (taken  at  the  defeat  of  Osma  at  Vitoria), 
well  mounted  on  carriages  of  British  fashion,  drawn 
by  six  horses  and  attended  by  ammunition  waggons 
furnished  with  seats  for  the  artillery -men.  These 
troops  were  commanded  by  Brigadier  Goni,  and 
presented  a  very  soldier-like  array.     They  were  in 
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kigh  spirits,  cheered  Don  Carlos  enthusiastically, 
ind  appeared  to  want  nothing  but  active  employ- 
oient,  which,  however,  the  garrison  of  Vitoria  wastoo 
wise  to  afford  them  at  its  own  expense.  The  king 
sod  suite  then  proceeded  down  the  pass  and  through 
the  town  of  Salinas,  until  they  reached  Escoriaza, 
where  they  remained  for  the  night.  As  the  pre* 
senoe  of  the  royal  cortege  in  a  mountain  village 
left  few  comforts  of  bed  and  board  for  other 
travellers,  I  proceeded  with  a  friend  to  the  resi- 
dence of  the  Marquis  de  Valdespina  in  M ondra- 
goa,  where  we  received  a  hospitable  welcome  which 
left  us  no  cause  to  envy  a  king.  Here  we  found 
asKDibled,  General  Berastegui,  President  of  the 
Depatadon  (or  Junta)  of  Alava  and  Commandant 
of  the  Army  of  Reserve ;  Senor  Aguiluz,  President 
of  the  Deputation  of  Guipuscoa,  and  Intendant- 
General  of  Public  Vigilance ;  Senor  Modet,  Pre- 
sident of  the  Junta  of  Navarre,  Governor  of  the 
Supreme  Tribunal  of  that  kingdom,  and  Counsellor 
of  State ;  also  Brigadier  Urbistondo,  chief  of  Vil- 
la Real's  sta£P«  The  Marquis  is  President  of  the 
Depatation  of  Biscay,  and,  with  the  three  otlier 
presidents  was  engaged  in  the  execution  of  a  royal 
commission  of  inveiBtigation  and  organization  of 
resources  for  the  more  effective  maintenance  of  the 
troops,  and  a  more  active  and  energetic  supply  of 
every  branch  of  the  public  service.     The  claims  of 
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the  fortificadons  to  a  liberal  supply  of  labour  (it  is 
all  the  hills  require  to  make  them  into  forts)  were 
cheerfully  conceded,  for  they  are  universal  favourites, 
and  the  peasantry  of  M ondragon  were  at  that  mo- 
ment setting  an  exemplary  pattern  by  transforming 
the  little  mount  of  Santa  Barbara,  which  overhangs 
the  road  above  their  town,  into  a  very  commanding 
crown  redoubt  But  we  were  called  by  the  Marquis 
from  the  hills  to  supper,  or  rather  to  a  feast.  **  You 
have  arrived  on  a  lucky  day,'*  said  our  host;  **  This 
day  three  years,  the  Srd  of  October,  1833,  (four 
days  after  the  death  of  Ferdinand),  I  fulfilled  the 
commission  which  Don  Carlos  sent  me,  by  pro- 
claiming him  in  Bilboa,  at  the  head  of  two  hundred 
men,  King  of  Spain  and  Lord  of  Biscay,  Alava 
and  Guipuscoa.     We  have  had  some  hard  fighting 
since  to  maintain  his  title,  and  I  have  been  burnt 
out  of  house  and  home;  but  we  are  getting  on  to 
Madrid    notwithstanding.     He    has    now  30,000 
men  at  arms  at  his  back,  and  is  already  luuled 
enthusiastically  as  sovereign   in    twelve   hundred 
towns  and  villages.** 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


Os  the  6th  October,  Doo  Carlos  and  his  suite 
arrived  at  Durango  amidst  the  joyous  acclamations 
of  the  whole  population,  the  majority  of  whom  ran 
OQt  and  almost  overwhelmed  him  with  their  hearty 
welcome.     Hie  patronas,  in  windows  and  balconies 
kimg  with  shawls,  curtains  and  gay  draperies  of  all 
colours  and  patterns,  seemed  to  vie  with  each  other 
in  attracting  his  attention.     One  old  lady  in  her 
hurry  hong  out  a  chemise!     Never  did  a  prince 
more  gratefully  return  the  kindness  of  his  people. 
He  knew  a  thousand  acquaintances  in  the  crowd, 
and  endeavoured  to  convey  to  each  some  token  of 
friendly  recognition.    What  a  good-humoured  jostr 
ling  to  get  near  him !  and  what  a  medley  of  volun- 
teer drams,  fifes  and  tabors  that  seemed  to  play 
all  the  merrier  for  want  of  elbow  room  !     Nobody 
listened  to  the  music  of  the  King'*  fine  brass  band, 
forereryone  was  cheering  or  shouting  «  Viva  Carlos 
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QuiTiio  P'  or  making  some  other  music  of  his  own  ; 
— ^then  the  dancers  with  their  fancy  dresses  and 
castanets  and  tamborines ! — but  I  could  not  see  one 
of  their  fine  steps  for  the  spring-tide  of  a  crowd 
that  still  rushed  on  between  us.  The  reception  he 
experienced  was  however  only  a  continuation  of 
what  he  had  met  with  all  along  his  route  from 
Elstella.  We  were  never  beyond  the  sound  of  the 
church  bells  which  rang  him  out  of  one  village 
and  into  another.  The  act  of  ringing  these  in 
England  on  complimentary  occasions  is  a  very 
common-place  affair,  and  executed  in  a  very  pro- 
saic style, — but  it  is  a  different  thing  in  the 
Basque  mountains.  The  greater  part  of  the  paths 
which  lead  through  them  can  only  accommodate  a 
single  horse  at  a  time,  so,  wishing  to  see  the 
country  and  avoid  embarrassing  the  royal  cortege, 
I  rode  half  a  mile  or  so  a  head  with  a  few  friends 
who  happened  to  be  similarly  disposed.  The  in- 
stant we  caught  sight  of  a  church  in  turning  round 
a  hill,  or  rather  as  soon  as  the  steeple-sentinel 
caught  sight  of  a  single  horseman,  its  bells  set  a 
whirling  and  clanging  as  if  they  were  mad,  and 
kept  it  up  merrily  without  intermission  till  the 
King  reached  the  church-door,  when  the  steeple 
was  deserted  by  old  and  young  that  they  might 
shout  **  Viva  Carlos  Quinto !"  at  his  side,  and  get  a 
word  or  a  look  in  reply.     On  his  departure,  the 
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bells  were  set  a  going  again  as  vehemently  as 
before,  without  the  slightest  pretensions  to  the 
prodncdon  of  anything  that  could  be  termed  a 
harmonic  chime  (indeed  it  would  be  rather  difficult, 
ooDsidering  that  the  majority  are  balanced  by 
heayy  counterpoises  of  wood,  stone  and  iron,  and 
diat  they  are  spun  round  by  hand  in  ringing,  with 
more  or  less  speed  according  to  the  good  will  of 
the  whirler;  but  their  tones  are  separately  very 
fine,  approaching  to  the  qnality  of  the  Chinese 
googi  and  the  echoing  effects  in  the  hollows  of  the 
bills,  varying  singdarly  at  every  step  of  our  route, 
afforded  iis  a  constant  source  of  admiration.  With 
reelect  to  the  reception  which  the  King  met  in 
every  town  and  village,  I  thought  little  or  nothing 
of  the  respectful  ranks  which  the  Alcalde,  the 
Care,  the  chief  men  of  the  place  or  the  monks  of 
the  adjoining  convent  presented ;  these  are  matters 
of  etiquette  and  matters  of  course.  Even  the 
young  and  beautiful  Senoritas  who  came  prome- 
nading along  the  path  in  full  dress  to  meet  El  22ey, 
their  rich  black  satin  mantillas  thrown  so  gracefully 
over  their  tall  combs,  their  fans  played  with  such 
an  air,  and  their  Basquifuu  (which  now  all  Europe 
attempts  to  imitate)  managed — I  can't  find  a  more 
appropriate  word — more  gracefully  still; — ^all  struck 
me  still  as  being  matter  of  feshion  as  much  as  evi- 
dence of  loyalty.    Fortunately  there  were  more 
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certain  tests.  "  When  you  visit  your  acquain* 
tances,"  wrote  Lord  Chesterfield  to  his  son,  *<  don't 
place  any  dependence  on  the  kind  reception  yoa 
may  receive  from  the  master  and  mistress  of  the 
house,  but  carefully  attend  to  the  way  you  are 
treated  by  the  servants  and  the  children :  thus  you 
will  speedily  discover  the  real  estimation  you  are 
held  in.'*  The  rule  holds  equally  good  in  the 
mountains  of  Navarre,  Alava  and  Biscay,  where  it 
was  truly  convincing  to  witness  the  enthusiasm  of 
the  peasantry  and  the  delight  of  the  children,  as 
they  crowded  round  the  King.  At  Piedramilleria 
the  sight  was  most  interesting.  The  women  em- 
braced his  hands,  feet  and  horse,  until  he  really 
had  enough  to  do  to  prevent  the  spirited  animal 
from  trampling  on  them.  Everywhere  the  children 
on  his  route  from  the  neighbouring  villages — some 
with  their  saiadcu  (tambourines) — some  with  pipes, 
assembled  to  welcome  him  with  dancing, — then  run- 
ning on  before  the  cortege  and  turning  every  two  or 
three  minutes  to  shout  "  vwai^  for  their  own  King. 
I  shall  not  soon  forget  the  distinffue  and  ferocious 
air  with  which  our  advanced  party  was  challenged 
by  some  little  half-naked  children  belonging  to  a 
viUage  from  which  the  Chrisdnos  had  lately  carried 
o£f  their  spoons  and  porringrers,  breakfasts  and 
dinners.  One  audacious  urchin  stood  on  a  heap  of 
atones  in  our  path  and  demanded  of  the  armed  and 
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decorated  SeHares  offieiaU^ — <<  Buen  Carlistes  f*  A 
hogbing  brigadier-general  answered,  *<  Viva  !**  but 
the  child,  disliking  perliaps  '*  the  cut  of  our 
beards,"  pursued  his  interrogatory  with  *<  Viva 
Carbi  Quinto  ?"  whereupon  we  all  paid  him  and 
his  cause  the  just  tribute  to  **  enunciate  ourselves 
with  good  emphasis  and  discretion/*  In  short,  I 
foond  patriotism  and  loyalty  feelings  '^  that  came 
home  to  the  business  and  bosoms''  of  all  ages ;  and 
I  can  now  myself  fully  feel  what  the  extent  of  his 
power  is  in  these  mountains.  In  England  people 
hare  little  idea  of  it  Indeed  the  King's  character 
is  very  much  misunderstood  amongst  us.  In  the 
Bttqne  provinces  he  is  well  known  to  be  of  a  most 
kindly,  considerate  and  conciliating  disposition, 
ever  attentive  to  the  feelings  and  interests  of  all 
around  him,  whom  it  seems  to  be  his  study  to  make 
happy.  His  acts,  words  and  gestures  seem  to 
spring  alike  from  constitutional  benevolence,  so 
that  It  would  be  difficult  for  him  to  say  or  do 
a  harsh  thing.  I  have  never  witnessed  or  heard  of 
a  angle  act  of  hauteur  or  ostentation  on  his  part; 
and  in  the  quiet  urbanity  of  his  manner  and  the 
shnplicity  of  his  dress,  he  more  resembles  a  plain 
English  gentleman  than  a  Spanish  Grandee.  His 
tastes,  too,  are  deddedly  English.  Confident  of 
universal  respect  and  sympathy,  he  did  not  attempt 
to  elicit  vulgar  admiration  on  his  journey  by  the 
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glitter  of  a  single  ornament,  but  wore  all  the  way 
an  English  hat  and  very  comfortable  surtout  The 
same  taste  prevails  throughout  his  little  court,  where 
scarcely  a  decoration  is  to  be  seen,  except  an  inch  or 
two  of  the  ribbon  of  the  Order  of  Knighthood  of  St 
Ferdinand,  or  the  Gold  Key  of  a  chamberlain. 

During  our  progress  I  availed  myself  of  every 
opportunity  of  examining  into  the  agricultural 
operations  of  those  parts  of  Navarre,  Alava  and 
Biscay  through  which  we  took  our  way.  In  a  ride 
from  Estella  to  Durango  the  greatest  possible 
variety  of  soil  prevails,  but  everywhere  the  hus- 
bandman was  found  turning  it  to  account  to  the  best 
of  his  ability.  The  exceptions  were  few  and 
far  between,  and  so  striking  as  in  a  manner  to 
establish  the  rule.  His  plough  is  indeed  a  poor 
instrument,  possessing  but  the  rudiments  of  a  share 
and  mould-board  with  a  single  stilt,  but  the  ground 
he  drives  it  through  is  easily  stirred  as  deep  as 
suffices  to  give  him  a  generous  crop,  which  amply 
repays  his  labour.  I  cannot  speak  of  the  goodness 
of  the  millet  crop  by  comparison,  but  the  wheat  and 
barley  are  equal  to  any  that  England  can  produce 
with  double  labour.  The  latter  is  chiefly  reserved 
for  feeding  mules  and  horses,  especially  in  Biscay, 
where  the  cultivation  of  oats  falls  off.  But  the 
maize  is  planted  everywhere  and  eaten  everywhere; 
not  that  it  is  a  grain  preferable  either  for  a  market* 
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able  crop  or  for  diet,  but  it  stands  as  a  friend  in 
need  which  will  thrive  amongst  mountain  mists, 
rocky  steeps  and  lowland  marshes,  salt  or  fresh, 
where  the  plough  could  not  go,  or  where  other 
com  would  perish ;  and,  whether  its  grain  ripen 
or  not,  will  certainly  afford  a  luxuriant  crop  of 
finage*  As  fiur  as  I  saw  in  iny  ride,  few  potatoes 
were  planted  in  Navarre  and  Alava  except  in  cot* 
tage  gardens.  These  are  rendered  good  for  no- 
thing by  the  national  cookery,  in  which  they  are 
treated  as  mere  turnips — ^peeled  and  stewed  in 
company  with  meat  I  prevailed  on  a  few  of  the 
natives  to  try  the  Irish  mode  of  cookery  (boiling 
tliem  entire  in  their  coats),  by  which  they  are  trans- 
fonned  into  an  agreeable  and  nutritious  diet,  as 
lome  millions  daily  experience ;  but  with  all  our 
care,  they  still  came  to  table  wet  and  tasteless ;  so  I 
gare  up  the  point,  and  agreed  with  the  inhabitants 
in  holding  to  the  culture  and  use  of  their  fine 
white  wheat,  which,  when  well  prepared,  affords 
the  most  exquisite  bread.  They  do  not,  indeed, 
economise  in  their  baking,  and  for  want  of  proper 
barm  make  it  twice  as  heavy  as  that  of  England 
or  France.  However,  it  affords  the  soldiers  sub- 
stantial rations ;  they  like  it  well,  and  receive  as 
much  of  it  and  of  beef  as  they  can  possibly  consume 
(with  a  little  to  spare  in  exchange  for  vegetables) ; 
they  thrive  well  on  both,  are  well  content  with 
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both,  and  what  more  can  be  desired  in  such  a  case  ? 
In  the  country  adjoining  the  coast,  the  soil  is  much 
cooler,  and  produces  very  fine  potatoes.  At  the 
siege  of  Biiboa,  we  found  the  peasantry  cultivating 
and  cooking  them  to  perfection. 

On  descending  from  the  high  table  land  of 
Navarre  and  Alava  through  the  renowned  pass  of 
Salinas,  along  the  banks  of  the  river  Deba  by  the 
great  road  from  Alava  into  Guipuscoa,  new  features 
appeared.  Here  the  turnip  and  clover  culture  b^;an, 
and  the  wheat  was  discontinued.    Not  a  plough  was 
to  be  seen,  all  the  work  being  performed  with  the 
spade-fork  and  hoe  ;  and  it  is  surprising  to  ob- 
serve the  quantity  of  ground  which  even  one  man 
can  turn  up  with  a  pair  of  the  former,  working 
both  together,  one  with  the  right  hand  and  foot, 
and  the  other  similarly  with  the  left.     But  when  a 
dozen  men  club  their  forks  to  turn  over  a  field,  the 
superiority  of  this  mode  of  culture  is  seen  most 
strikingly.     Standing  in  a  line,  they  strike  them 
down  perpendicularly, — ^then  pull  altogether,  and 
turn  over  a  sod  that  would  astonbh  an  English 
ploughman.   Stepping  back,  they  repeat  their  com- 
bined movement,  and  thus  a  field  is  rapidly  and 
deeply  tilled.     The  heights  of  Arlaban  above  our 
road  exhibited  on  either  hand  the  rare  sight  of 
pastures  ever  verdant  from  the  constant  supply  of 
moisture  from  the  low-sailing  clouds  (notable  in 
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the  dispatches  of  General  Evans  as  <*  the  fogs"). 
The  vines,  no  longer  able  to  ripen  a-field,  creep  up 
the  cottage  balconies  and  hang  in  festoons.  Fur* 
dier  on,  near  the  town  of  Mondiagon,  roses  grow 
liuniriantly,  and  the  narrow  valley  for  miles  seems 
one  garden.  At  the  upper  entrance  by  the  camp 
of  Arlaban,  a  few  burned  houses  mark  the  route  of 
the  Anglo-Spanish  forces  on  their  disastrous  attempt 
to  penetrate  this  fortress-valley.  Below  all  was 
ndling  security,  peace,  and  plenty.  On  arriving 
at  Durango  I  examined  with  minuteness  the  style 
of  garden  cultivation  which  prevailed  around. 
Maize  was  the  staple  article,  generally  supporting  a 
crop  of  climbing  alubias.  Turnip  fields  intervened, 
aod  several  of  the  latter  also  exhibited  rich  crops  of 
dover  springing  up  to  succeed  them.  Not  a  fallow 
vas  to  be  seen ;  and  some  fields  presented  the  extra- 
ordxDary  combination  of  maize,  alubias,  turnips  and 
dover  all  gprowing  freely  together,  the  maize  and 
turnips  keeping  their  proper  distances — the  alubias 
climbing  as  usual — and  the  young  clover  covering 
every  inch  of  soil  between.  In  addition  to  all 
this,  I  have  seen  pumpkins  and  calabashes  carefully 
planted  on  the  dry-banks  or  borders  where  paths 
crossed  a  field,  affording  the  air,  light,  and  warmth 
essential  to  their  development. 

The  aromatic  herbage  of  Alava  presents  a  rich 
field  for  the  range  of  the  honey-bee,  and  houses 
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actually  full  of  hives  constructed  of  large  hollow  logs 
of  timber  built  into  the  wall,  were  to  be  seen 
perched  in  most  picturesque  situations  under  jutting 
crags,  which  rose  over  head  like  steeples,  or  stood 
out  like  horses  rearing  and  ready  to  start  from 
the  cliff.  Portions  of  these  rugged  rocks  and 
their  herbage  presented  most  feuitastic  profiles  and 
figures  of  men  and  animals.  A  fine  young  French 
mule  on  which  I  rode,  seemed  very  much  puzzled 
with  the  appearance  of  the  country,  as  the  steep 
and  narrow  mountain  tracks  sometimes  brought  us 
to  a  sharp  turn  over  the  edge  of  a  torrent,  sometimes 
to  a  natural  wall  of  rock,  up  which  we  were  to 
climb  as  best  we  might;  sometimes  the  strand 
descended  to  the  road — (I  say  descended^  for  all 
above  was  crumbling  shingle  that  strewed  the  road 
like  a  sea-side  scene,  except  that  the  fragments 
were  not  rounded,)  sometimes  the  road  dipped  into 
the  bed  of  the  river.  At  times  it  led  through 
a  ravine  where  we  could  not  see  many  feet  before 
us;  then  a  little  further  on,  a  splendid  panorama 
opened  around.  Sometimes  a  path  led  right  over 
the  height  of  a  mountain  (like  the  Roman  roads  in 
Wales,  to  prevent  ambuscades)  which  afforded  the 
most  splendid  views ;  but  these  are  precisely  the 
land  marks  of  the  bees  as  they  journey  over  the 
provinces,  where  they  assemble  in  such  inquisitive 
crowds  that  it  was  impossible  to  adjust  a  telescope 
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in  their  company.  My  mule,  who  had  an  eye  to 
the  picturesque,  kept  me  constantly  on  the  ^t 
vive  ?  She  saw  a  thousand  strangle  shapes  in  the 
fantastic  rocks  and  roots  around  and  above  her. 
Sometimes  she  would  spy  a  score  of  wolves  rushing 
down  on  us  among  the  long  slate  fragments  clothed 
with  fern ;  sometimes  a  huge  boulder  of  rock  with 
its  garment  of  shaggy  heath  lay  right  on  the  road 
like  a  lion  in  the  path ;  while  the  roar  of  a  river 
ondergrouiid  (over  which  a  maize-covered  field  had 
quietly  slid  down)  added  new  terrors  to  the  sight 
She  started  a  thousand  times  on  such  discoveries, 
bat  never  stumbled.  Indeed  I  may  say  I  daily  owed 
my  life  to  her  care,  for  although  in  her  alarms  and 
side  bounds  her  hind  feet  sometimes  slipped  over 
the  edge  of  a  precipice,  she  always  held  fast  with 
her  two  fore  ones;  thus  giving  me  time  to  jump  off 
(or  rather  (m)^  and  assist  her  to  gain  terra  Jirma 
again.  My  fellow  travellers  as  well  as  their  mules 
and  horses  were  accustomed  to  these  things,  and 
passed  along  merrily  without  minding  the  pictu- 
resque, making  the  woods  and  valleys  ring  with  the 
^lendid  chorus  of  "  Viva  Don  Carlos  /"  and  the 
Requete  which  the  Guides  of  Navarre  sing  on  march- 
ing into  battle  ;  airs,  which  no  doubt  have  won 
many  fields  for  the  king.  Enthusiasm  carries  the 
day  in  Spain  as  well  as  every  where  else. 
The   week   before    tlie  royal  cortege    reached 
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DiirangOy  ViscouDt  Ranelagh  and  Count  Mortara 
had  arrived  there.  They  were  received  by  the  King 
on  his  entry  with  his  usual  courtesy  and  kindness, 
and  the  latter  was  speedily  placed  on  the  staff  of 
the  General  in  Chief,  Villa  ReaL  The  former,  who 
had  commenced  a  tour  of  Navarre  and  the  Basque 
Provinces,  remained  unattached,  till  General  Egruia 
took  the  command  at  the  siege  of  Bilboa  in  the 
beginning  of  November,  when  he  accompanied  him 
as  a  volunteer  Ayudante.  Lord  Ranelagh  avowed 
that  his  chief  object  in  coming  to  the  court  of  Don 
Carlos  was  to  endeavour  to  prevail  on  his  ministry 
to  abolish  the  cruel  Decree  of  Durango; — the  enact- 
ment of  which  had  created  such  a  strong  preju- 
dice through  the  British  empire,  against  both  his 
cause  and  his  administration.  Several  interviews 
took  place,  but  the  utmost  that  Senor  Erro  could 
be  prevailed  on  to  accede  to,  was,  the  extension  of 
the  benefit  of  the  EUot  convention  to  all  British 
soldiers  and  marines  serving  under  Lord  John  Hay, 
and  actually  in  the  service  of  his  Britannic  Majesty. 
Finally  on  the  12th  of  October,  orders  were  sent  by 
the  Minister  of  War,  to  the  commandants  on  the 
coast-line  to  respect  all  prisoners  who  might  be 
taken  wearing  the  British  cockade.  The  following 
manifesto  (subsequently  published)  explains  very 
clearly  the  distinction  taken  by  the  Carlists  between 
the  two  classes  of  British  troops. 

12 
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«  ROYAL  DECREE. 

"  The  King  our  master,  being  desirous  of  draw- 
ing a  just  distinction  between  the  regular  foreign 
troops  and  the  mercenary  adventurers  who,  in  con* 
sequence  of  crimes  against  society,  are  obliged  to 
fly  to  the  standard  which  revolution  raises  in  other 
countries,  and  now  directs  against  Spain  ; — and 
willing  to  give  a  proof  of  his  benevolent  principles 
and  high  sentiments,  hath  ordered  and  doth  decree 
as  follows : — 

<^  That  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Royal  English 
Marines,  who,  obliged  by  order  of  their  government, 
have  come  in  compliance  with  their  duty,  possibly 
against  the  dictates  of  their  own  consciences  and 
free  will,  to  the  coasts  of  Guipuscoa  and  Biscay, 
and  who  may  fall  by  the  fortune  of  war  into  the 
hands  of  the  troops  of  his  Majesty,  shall  be  respected 
and  held  as  prisoners  of  war,  the  decree  of  Du- 
rango  published  before  the  recruitment,  applying 
alone  to  adventurers  who  abandoning  their  own 
homes  and  renouncing  the  laws  of  their  country, 
come  voluntarily  to  extend  anarchy  and  give  a  fo- 
reign assistance  to  a  cause  with  which  they  have  no 
concern. 

(Signed)  "  B.  Erro." 

"Villareal,  July  15,  1836." 

The  latter  date  appears  to  require  some  expla- 
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nation.  Nothing  had  been  heard  of  this  decree, 
previous  to  Lord  Ranelagh's  agitation  of  the  ques- 
tion in  the  beginning  of  October,  and  the  above  did 
not  appear  in  the  public  journals  until  the  24th  of 
March  1837,  two  months  and  a  half  after  the  retire- 
ment of  Senor  Erro. 

The  Councils  of  war  and  of  the  interior  speedily 
arrived  at  Durango,  and,  as  well  as  all  the  other 
functionaries  assembled  there,  earnestly  engaged 
ill  tlie  active  organization  of  their  several  depart- 
ments. The  Lieutenant-General  Moreno  succeeded 
the  late  Count  Yillemur  as  President  of  the  council 
of  war.  His  associates  were  Major-General  Masa- 
rasa,  Major-General  Oiabanco,  and  Major-General 
Martinez.  The  council  of  the  interior  was  com- 
posed as  follows: — Seiior  Asnarez,  President 
Then  follow  Seiiors  Moran,  Manzano,  Modet, 
Lamaspardo,  Reyaldo,  Lavanca,  and  the  Marquis 
de  Valdespiua. 

On  the  1  Ith  of  October,  a  new  brass  mortar,  cast 
at  Ofiate,  was  brought  to  Durango  for  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  King.  It  was  considered  the  best  piece 
of  work  which  the  Royal  foundries  had  turned  out, 
and  certainly  did  great  credit  to  the  artist,  Seiior 
Esteban  Ecliebaster,  considering  the  many  difficul- 
ties he  had  to  contend  with  in  the  formation  of  so 
heavy  a  piece  of  work.  It  weighs  76  arobas,  each 
of  261bs.  English  (17  cwt.  2  qrs.  16lb.)  and  is  14 
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pii]gado6  (IS  inches  English)  calibre.  The  execu- 
tion of  this  piece  of  ordnance  speaks  sufficiently  for 
the  progress  which  the  Carlists  have  made  in  the 
art  of  brass-founding  within  the  last  two  years, 
since  the  time  that  Captain  Ueyna  (who  had  never 
seen  a  cannon-foundry)  first  tried  his  hand  at  it,  and 
transformed  their  brass  pots  and  candlesticks  into 
small  mortars  and  howitzers. 

Whilst  these  works  were  in  progress  at  Onate, 
and  corresponding  preparations  were  everywhere 
making  in  silence  for  the  siege  of  Bilboa  or  Yitoria, 
(I  believe  it  was  not  decided  till  the  18th  October, 
that  the  strength  of  the  Carlist  army  should  be 
broaght  against  the  former)  I  made  a  tour  in  com- 
pany with  a  friend  amongst  the  Royal  factories  of 
arms  and  ammunition,  which,  owing  to  the  detached 
positions  of  the  works,  required  several  days  to  exa- 
mine them  satisfactorily.  The  artisans,  for  the 
most  part,  worked  in  their  own  houses,  mills,  and 
forges,  which  the  engrossing  claims  of  this  eventful 
contest  had  everywhere  converted  from  the  fulfil- 
ment of  the  purposes  of  peaceful  industry,  to  the 
bbrication  of  weapons  and  munitions  of  war.  Their 
productions  were,  however,  of  a  very  superior  class 
in  everything  relating  to  small  arms,  in  which,  in- 
deed, they  have  had  considerable  experience;  the 
artisans  of  Ermua,  Eibar,  Elgoibar,  and  Placentia 
having  been  constantly  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
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of  muskets,  bayonets,  swords  and  pistok  to  supply 
the  Royal  armies  for  generations  past  The  feel- 
ings and  interests  which  naturally  sprung  out  of 
their  connections  and  constant  intercourse  with  the 
authorities  at  Madrid,  tended  in  the  beginning  oi 
the  war  very  considerably  to  retard  the  successes 
of  Don  Carlos  in  this  district,  for  the  Spaniards  do 
not  easily  forego  their  habits  and  associates  in 
whatever  cause  they  have  been  adopted;  and  it  was 
only  the  overwhelming  force  of  public  opinion  in 
his  favour  throughout  Biscay  and  Guipuscoa  which 
prevailed  on  the  stubborn  artisans  of  the  valleys  of 
the  Rio  Deba  to  change  their  hands,  and  supply 
the  army  of  Don  Carlos  instead  of  that  of  Christina. 
As  I  rode  from  Durango  to  Ermua,  along  the  ex- 
cellent road  which  was  cut  through  these  mountains 
by  the  Marquis  de  Valdespina  just  before  the  war 
broke  out,  I  saw  a  striking  illustration  of  their 
tenacity  to  the  interests  of  their  then  employers.  The 
family  residence  of  this  nobleman  at  that  period  was 
a  very  fine  building,  erected  in  1730,  and  known 
throughout  Spain  as  El  Palacio  de  Ermua,  situated 
in  the  centre  of  a  long  and  narrow  valley  rich  in 
pastoral  bejiuty.  The  rocky  hills  crowned  with  fo- 
rests, look  down  on  the  neat  village  clustered  around 
the  church  whose  cupola  and  spire  rise  gracefully  in 
the  midst ;  the  little  river  Deba  which  leaps  down 
from  mill  to  mill  to  turn  the  armourers'  lathes  and 
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bbw  their  forge  fires,  winds  through  the  palace 
garden,  and  bathes  its  sculptared  walls.  Picturesque 
oombinations  open  at  every  step,  but,  alas !  no* 
thing  of  the  palace,  save  the  walls,  remain. 

On  the  14th  of  August,  1834,  a  party  of 
Urbanos  from  the  adjoining  town  of  Eibar,  hastened 
to  fulfil  the  denunciations  of  Rodil,  and  arriving 
at  Ermoa,  plundered  and  then  set  fire  to  the  palace 
and  five  other  houses,  also  the  property  of  the 
Marquis  de  Valdespina.  A  collection  of  paintings 
(perhaps  the  most  valuable  possessed  by  a  subject 
in  Spain,)  including  some  chefs  JPceuvres  of  Titian, 
Murillo^  and  one  precious  bijauj  ^^  La  Pieta^*  by 
Raphael,  were  all  consumed  or  destroyed  by  the 
Christinos.  I  saw  the  remains  of  one,  <<  The 
taking  down  from  the  Cross,"  by  Titian,  which  in 
the  general  confusion  had  £edlen  from  the  walls,  and 
might  have  escaped  if  one  of  the  incendiaries 
had  not  wantonly  made  the  sign  of  the  cross  with 
his  sword  on  the  picture  by  slashing  through  it 
right  and  left.  An  extensive  library  also  perished 
in  the  flames,  amongst  which  the  owner  had  to 
deplore  many  ancient  manuscripts  and  a  collection 
of  works  in  the  Basque  language,  including  valuable 
national  and  historical  documents,  some  by  the  first 
American  discoverers : — amongst  others,  <<  La  Re- 
tntoft  de  Adas  de  Juntas  Generales  de  Vizcayoy^* 
and  ^*  La  Crcnologia  de  los  SeRares  de  Vizcaya^*^ 


136  SUBMISSION   OF   EIBAR, 

edited  by  the  King  Don  Pedro»  and  printed  for 
him  at  the  Royal  press  at  Turin.  The  solid  central 
cupola  and  spire  (built  by  the  munificent  ancestor 
of  the  Marquis  in  the  same  style  as  that  with 
which  he  crowned  the  adjoining  church)  still  re- 
mains, and  looks  out  proudly  over  the  massive  walls. 
The  owner  (who  possesses  the  greatest  landed 
property  in  the  province)  was  naturally  anxious  to 
rebuild  his  palace,  but  wisely  postponed  this  pleasure 
till  the  remnant  of  the  Christinos  should  be  expelled 
from  its  capital  (only  seven  leagues  distant),  a  task 
in  which  he  was  not  a  little  interested  in  his  capacity 
of  President  of  the  Carlist  Junta. 

And  what  became  of  the  plundering  incendiary 
Urbanos  of  Eibar  ?  Their  evil  spirit,  Rodil,  being 
driven  out  soon  after  by  Zumalacarregui,  they  were 
left  at  the  mercy  of  those  they  had  outraged — were 
forgiven — grew  ashamed  of  themselves — and  have 
ever  since  been  hard  at  work  in  their  own  fires  on 
account  of  Don  Carlos, — labouring  in  their  voca- 
tion to  repair  the  mischief  they  had  been  doing  to 
the  cause, — as  I  found  on  continuing  my  route  a 
mile  or  two  beyond  Ermua.  The  arrangements  of 
the  Queen's  Generals  in  the  formation  of  the  armies 
which  successively  invaded  the  Basque  provinces 
and  Navarre,  afibrded  the  Carlists«a  good  opportu- 
nity of  discriminating  and  dealing  with  their  foes^ 
They  had  one  class  enlisted  firom  the  refuse  and 


CHRISTINO   PESETEROS.  137 

desperadoes  of  society,  induding  Carlist  deserters, 
who  served  both  as  military  and  police;  were  clothed, 
maintained  and  armed  in  the  most  complete  style, 
received  a  peseta  a  day  (about  llcL — ^four  times  the 
pay  of  a  soldier  of  the  line),  were  permitted  to 
plunder,  imprison,  &c,  at  discretion — and,  to  com- 
plete the  picture,  were  allowed  to  carry  bayonets 
with  jagged  points,  which  gave  incurable  wounds. 
These  ruffians  were  rapidly  picked  off  by  the 
Navarrese  sharpshooters  who  always  paid  the  espe- 
cial, compliment  of  aiming  at  them  in  preference, 
and,  when  taken  prisoners,  were  never  admitted  to 
disgrace  the  ranks  of  the  Carlist  peasantry  (who, 
indeed,  would  not  have  served  with  them);  and, 
previous  to  the  Eliot  convention,  whether  in  the 
field  or  after  it,  their  doom  was  fixed.  Now  any 
that  are  captured,  of  the  few  who  yet  survive  the 
campaigns  of  Zumalacarregui,  are  kept  at  hard 
labour  on  the  roads  and  fortifications,  and  in  the 
repair  of  the  convents,  &c.  destroyed  by  Rodil 
with  their  especial  assistance.  The  Christine 
troops  of  the  line  when  taken  prisoners,  were,  ever 
since  the  capture  of  Echarri  Arranaz  by  Zumala- 
carregui (even  before  the  Eliot  convention)  per- 
mitted to  serve  if  they  wished,  in  the  Carlist  ranks ; 
and  since  that  treaty  have  been  as  well  lodged  and 
fed  as  their  captors,  while  waiting  to  be  exchanged 
according  to  its  provisions.    The  third  class,  the 
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Urbanos,  have  been  generally  Btill  more  fevourably 
treated,  as  it  was  considered  they  were  fighting 
against  Don  Carlos  by  compulsion  and  ^par  cvreoni- 
stance^  being  fixtures  and  parts  of  the  villa.  Those 
of  Eibar  were  the  most  mischievous  in  their  way 
that  I  have  yet  heard  of,  and  their  lenient  treatment 
on  submission  may  be  taken  as  full  proof  of  the 
wise  and  pacific  policy  pursued  by  Don  Carlos 
towards  the  populations  of  other  hostile  towns  which 
have  fidlen  into  his  hands. 

I  saw  in  this  valley  an  ingenious  adaptation  of 
natural  resources.  In  forming  the  new  road,  a 
quantity  of  thin  flag  strata  had  been  quarried 
through.  These  the  peasantry  had  fixed  on  edge 
round  their  new  fields  adjoining  the  road,  and  as  the 
valley  is  in  many  parts  rather  narrow,  these  flags, 
which  are  almost  as  thin  as  ton  slates,  economised 
space  most  conveniently.  They  have  not  a  very 
rural  appearance,  for  they  transform  the  enclosures 
into  something  like  card  boxes;  but  an  FngliRh 
eye  is  glad  to  find  anything  of  a  slaty  structure  to 
repose  on  by  the  wayside,  after  the  endless  expanse 
of  tiles  which  Spanish  roofs  present.  I  did  not  see 
a  single  slated  house  there,  although  I  have  no  doubt 
tiiat  those  thin  flags  would  answer  the  purpose 
very  well,  and  be  much  lighter  than  the  load  of 
pantiles  laid  upon  the  rafters.  The  peasantry  were 
all  a-field  as  I  rode  along,  thrashing  the  chestnut 
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trees  with  long  saplings,  wliile  the  children  gathered 
up  the  frnit,  and  the  women  carried  home  the  full 
baskets  on    their    heads.     Chestnuts  boiled  and 
roasted  are  at  this  season  found  on  every  dinner 
tables  and  appear  to  form  a  very  material  article  of 
winter  food  in  the  Basque  provinces.   The  October 
lonshine  was  soorching  up  the  maize  foliage.  Except 
in  the  deep  and  shady  valleys  this  crop  and  its 
dinging  tribute  of  alubias  were  almost  ripe  every- 
wiiere,  and  the  fiumers  of  Biscay  were  incessantly 
reaping  and  thrashing.     The  bam  floor  of  the 
Urbenos  of  Durango  was  the  street  before  their 
own  door  swept  clean,  and  they  could  not  have  a 
better  while  the  weather  continued  fine.     The  four 
streets  of  the  town  run  in  parallel  lines  from  the 
market-place  to  the  Barrier  Plaza  at  the  other  end. 
These   are  all    neatly  flagged   with    sand   stone 
throughout,  and  from  one  ride  to  the  other  laid 
with  such  a  strand  fell  that  the  rwi  is  conducted  to 
a  shallow  open  sewer  in  the  centre  (into  which  also 
the  projecting  roo&  pour  it  cm  anwre)^  whence 
frequent  numerous   small    lioles   conduct  it  into 
covered  sewers  beneath.     The  widest  street  is  just 
five  yards  and  a  half,  but  as  very  few  cars  ever 
penetrate  beyond  the  paved  market  place  except  in 
harvest  time,  the  flagging  lasts  for  ever. 

Having  inspected  the  several  stages  of  the  gun 
and  swonl  fiibricatton   in  ^hidi  the  workmen   of 
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Eibar  were  engaged,  (wherein,  as  &r  as  I  could 
judge,  they  displayed  every  proficiency  attainable 
in  the  absence  of  steam  power  and  the  resistless 
machinery  it  sets  in  motion  in  England  for  the 
improvement  of  every  art) — I  continued  my  route 
to  Placentia,  along  the  banks  of  the  river  Deba. 
The  agricultural  aspect  which  this  steep  and  narrow 
valley  presents,  speaks  highly  for  the  amount  of 
intelligence  and  patient  labour  engaged  in  its  culti- 
vation. The  natural  slope  of  the  entire  surface  for 
miles  above  and  below  Placentia,  is  the  greatest 
of  any  I  have  ever  seen  under  culture ;  so  great, 
indeed,  that  the  mountain  showers  which  &11  in 
torrents,  would  wash  the  soil  and  its  crop  into  the 
river  if  the  farmers  had  not  taken  the  precaution  to 
throw  it  into  little  terraces  at  every  few  yards. 
These  seem,  from  the  opposite  side,  to  present  a 
countless  succession  of  wavy  steps,  up  which  the 
spectator  imagines  he  could  walk  seruUim^  and 
which  are  in  reality  so  close,  that  for  the  most 
part,  the  arable  sur&ce  is  only  four  or  five  yards 
across,  and  in  some  places  a  man  standing  on  the 
edge  of  one  step,,  could  touch  the  next  above  him 
with  his  walking  stick.  The  original  surface  of 
the  slope  is  nowhere  to  be  seen.  The  present  is 
all  artificial,  and,  viewed  in  profile  at  sharp  turns 
of  the  road,  affords  a  striking  alternation  of  fEu^ts, 
one  set  nearly  horizontal,  the  other  nearly  verUcal 
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like  the  silhouette  of  a  saw  or  of  a  staircase.  In 
ouuiy  parts,  the  strata  of  red  ironstone  which 
compose  tfiese  mountains  stands  so  upright  that  the 
fiumer  spares  himself  the  trouble  of  building  artifi- 
cial walls,  and  having  adjusted  the  soil  on  their 
several  edges  or  landing-places,  sows  his  maize 
thereon,  or  leaves  it  to  throw  up  a  natural  herbage 
for  the  cattle  that  traverse  these  ridges  with  all  the 
naivete  of  wild  goats.  The  general  frontal  aspect 
bears  a  whimsical  resemblance  to  the  wavy  pattern 
that  Constable  has  impressed  upon  the  patent 
calico  binding  of  his  new  editions^  and  would  pro- 
bably remind  a  fisherman  of  the  ripples  of  a  sandy 
shore  at  full  ebb.  A  South*down  farmer  would 
feel  sorely  puzzled  at  the  sight,  and,  perhaps,  return 
home  in  a  state  of  surprise  admitting  of  no  increase 
even  if  he  were  to  find  the  face  of  the  clifis  of 
Dover  cultivated  to  the  summit. 

At  Placentia  we  found  the  Casa  Real  converted 
into  the  magazine  of  the  entire  manufacturing  dis- 
trict under  the  superintendence  of  Don  Manoel  de 
Congosta,  Director^General  of  the  fisibrication  of 
arms,  by  whom  the  various  stores  were  thrown  open 
to  oar  inspection.  We  saw  the  operations  in  every 
department  proceeding  with  the  most  satisfactory 
regnlarity,  each  article  made  or  repaired  according 
to  approved  patterns,  then  examined  and  proved 
with  jealous  care.     The  regulation  musket  is  that 
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approved  of  in  1828  and  confirmed  by  Don  Carlos 
in  1835 ;  the  barrel  of  a  calibre  between  those  of 
England  and  France  (seventeen  bullets  to  the 
pound),  secured  to  the  walnut  stock  by  three  brass 
clasps  and  springs :  the  priming  pan  is  also  brass, 
the  well-rounded  butt  guard  is  steel.  The  work  is 
beautifully  turned  out  of  hand,  and  when  placed 
side  by  side  with  an  English  musket,  appears  a  very 
superior  article.  The  Spaniards  infinitely  prefer 
it,  declaring  it  carries  farther — will  bear  more 
hardship  though  much  lighter,  and  lastly,  will  fit 
any  man's  shoulder;  all  matters  of  moment  in  Spa- 
nish warfare.  The  bayonet  is  adjusted  on  the  muzzle 
by  a  slide  ring.  The  entire  cost  is  six  dollars;  a 
price  rather  high  when  compared  with  what  our 
Birmingham  millers  will  grind  up  a  batch  at,  for 
export  to  Africa,  viz.,  nine  shillings  each ;  yet  still 
moderate  when  compared  to  what  our  in^Emtry  mus- 
kets cost,  viz.,  thirty-two  shillings  each. 

The  workmen  could  turn  out  1000  muskets  and 
bayonets  per  month,  which  are  in  such  demand  for 
the  Asturias,  Catalonia,  Arragon  and  Castile,  that 
a  very  small  stock  remains  in  store  at  any  time. 
The  most  conspicuous  lot  on  hand  was  labelled  **  /n- 
glesa  recompuestOj^  (English  repaired) — a  very  ne- 
cessary precaution  before  using  the  species  of  article 
sent  to  Spain  as  a  sample  of  British  manufac- 
ture, and  which  (whether  placed  in  the  bands  of 
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Spaoish  Christinos  or  Westminster  auxiliaries)  seem 
to  have  been  constructed  on  such  destructive  demo- 
cratic principles  that  they  have  successfully  kicked 
themselves  and  their  masters  hors  de  combat.  The 
factories  in  connection  with  Placentia  could  turn 
oat  3000  muskets  per  month  if  at  fiiU  work,  for 
they  muster  400  artisans ;  but  the  hct  was  that  the 
sinews  of  war  were  deficient  in  the  provinces,  and 
in  their  absence  the  most  important  capabilities 
iay  uncultivated  Don  Carlos,  in  this  and  twenty 
other  instances,  resembles  a  man  with  thousands 
of  pounds  at  his  banker's,  nnable  to  lay  his  hand 
on  paper,  pen,  and  ink,  to  write  a  draft  for 
tbem ; — so  he  contents  himself  with  repairing  the 
316^600  muskets  sent  out  by  Lord  Palmerston, 
according  as  they  fidl  into  his  hands. 

At  the  upper  end  of  the  town  I  found  a  work 
ni  progress  of  a  nature  that  rather  surprised  me. 
An  Augostinian  convent  (which,  for  want  of  room 
on  the  bank  of  the  river,  had  actuaUy  been  built  in 
its  bed),  had  last  winter  been  shaken  down  very 
unceremoniously  by  the  heavy  floods  which  raged 
through  the  channel,  hurling  along  huge  boulders 
of  foreign  aspect  brought  from  the  distant  sierras. 
The  good  Padres,  nothing  daunted  by  the  war  of 
elements,  the  wreck  of  monasteries  or  the  thr^its  of 
Istoriz  and  Mendizabel,  immediately  pwceeded  to 
rebuild  their  dwelling  with  additions  and  unprove- 
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ments.  The  entire  (which  formed  a  little  villa 
of  itself)  appeared  almost  finished,  and  stood  head 
to  flood,  like  an  immense  floating  bath,  furnished  at 
the  bow  with  what  in  the  steamers  on  the  Missis- 
sippi would  be  termed  a  snag-room,  a  projecting 
pointed  caisson  to  abide  the  wear  and  tear  of  those 
quadruple  allied  levellers,  storm,  rain,  floods  and 
rocks,  far  more  dangerous  than  the  democrats  of 
Madrid ;  at  least,  so  the  Augustinians  seemed 
to  think,  for  they  were  going  to  considerable  ex- 
pense in  the  re*  edification  of  their  convent.  I  had 
met  with  many  instances  of  contempt  of  the  Queen's 
authority,  and  confidence  in  the  stability  of  the 
power  of  Don  Carlos ;  but  this  practical  illustration 
was  the  most  convincing  of  all.  I  place  little  reli- 
ance on  my  own  capabilities  of  estimating  the 
chances  and  changes  of  this  civil  war,  but  I  enter- 
tain a  great  respect  for  the  authority  of  the  holy 
fathers  on  such  a  controversial  point  I  did  not  hear 
a  word  of  their  preaching,  but  their  practice  was 
quite  sufficient  for  me,  and  I  departed  with  a  firm 
belief  that  the  order  for  the  dissolution  of  monas- 
teries could  not  easily  be  carried  into  effect  in  the 
loyal  town  of  Placentia : — also  that  the  water-palace 
of  the  Augustinians  might  be  safely  insured  at  a 
very  trifling  premium, — **  the  dangers  of  the  waves 
and  rocks  always  excepted." 

Continuing  our  course  to  Vergara»  we  inspected 
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the  military  hospital  for  Guipuscoa  situated  there, 
then  oonUdning  100  wounded  and  50  sick.  It  was 
by  no  means  equal  to  that  of  Yrache  in  Navarre. 
There  was  no  separate  classification  of  cases  re- 
quiring surgical  treatment,  so  the  other  patients' 
nenres  were  of  course  frequently  tried  by  the  per- 
fonnaoce  of  operations  which  had  been  better  kept 
out  of  sight.  The  floor  of  the  Botica  was  plentifully 
strewed  with  leaves  of  the  Cynoghssum^  Hedtracea 
gkchoma, — ^roots  of  the  TusrilagOj  the  Solanum 
Dtikamara,  and  a  multitude  of  native  herbs  re- 
cently gathered  to  dry.  There  seemed  no  want  of 
medical  materials,  but  the  surgical  department  was 
rery  defective.  One  poor  fellow  had  received  a 
siDgnlar  wound ;  a  ball  pierced  his  left  eye,  con- 
tinned  its  course  and  finally  lodged  beneath  the 
naxillary  muscle,  where  it  could  plainly  be  felt,  half 
way  between  the  ear  and  eyebrow.  The  Boticario 
had  prudently  left  it  there,  and  the  patient  was 
getting  well,  walking  about,  and  feeling  very  little 
inconvenience  except  when  he  attempted  to  manage 
a  hard  crust. 

Some  friends,  resident  in  the  town,  took  us  to  the 
convent  of  Santa  Maria,  whose  nuns  had  embroi- 
dered a  uniform  coat  for  Don  Carlos  (the  first  worn 
by  him  in  Biscay)  while  the  town  was  actually 
in  the  hands  of  the  Christinos,  just  previous  to  their 
ilefeat  at  Descarga, — a  dangerous  indulgence  of 
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patriotism,  which  E^spartero  wouU,  had  he 
vered  it,  have  probably  repaid  by  setting  their 
house  on  fire.  Here  we  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
two  very  fine  children  of  Zumalacarregui,  residing 
for  their  education;  Dona  Ignada,  the  heiress  of 
the  dukedom  of  Vitoria,  eight  and  a  half  years  old, 
and  her  sister  Dona  Pepita,  aged  seven.  A  third 
girl  Micheala,  of  three  years  of  age,  was  with  her 
mother.  We  were  here  also  introduced  to  a  beau- 
tiful girl  of  sixteen  or  seventeen.  Dona  Vicenta 
Costau,  whom  Rodil  had  in  a  savage  mood 
ordered  to  be  thrown  into  the  burning  house  of 
her  &ther  who  was  suspected  of  CarUsm.  The 
party  of  destructives  engaged  in  this  work  were 
disturbed  by  some  Carlists  who  arrived  to  the 
rescue  just  in  time  to  save  this  interesting  girl 
from  a  dreadful  death.  She  gratefully  recognised 
an  individual  of  our  party  as  one  who  had  been 
the  most  active  amongst  her  deliverers  on  that 
eventful  day. 

We  next  proceeded  to  Onate  where  Don  Juan 
Montenegro,  the  Commandant-General  of  Artillery, 
was  engaged  in  getting  his  guns  mounted  in  the 
English  style.  The  University  tiiere  was  in  fiict 
the  Ordnance  Department, — the  entire  basement 
story  (with  the  exception  of  the  chapel  of  its 
founder,)  being  occupied  as  stores  and  workshops. 
The  carriages  were  turned  out  in  a  very  neat  and 
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workmanlike  manner,  and  the  entire  establishment 
di^layed  very  sadsfoctory  proo&  of  what  could  be 
effected  by  attention,  economy,  and  good  oontri- 
fsnce,  notwithstanding  the  poverty  of  the  Carlist 
Escdiequen  The  rector  oi  the  University,  Don 
Nicholas  Sanz,  has  (at  the  present  period  when 
war  absorbs  almost  every  mind  in  the  provinces,) 
few  collegiate  duties  to  fulfil,  but  he  has  constant 
and  copious  occupation  as  sole  editor  of  the  Gaeeta 
Qficial  de  O^ate.  He  showed  us  his  printing  office 
which  contained  three  wooden  presses  and  a  small 
font  of  French  type.  A  young  compositor  named 
Abadia  had,  untaught,  executed  the  wood^cut  of 
the  shield  of  Spain  which  appears  in  the  title. 
The  room  and  presses  were  much  indebted  to  him 
for  the  display  of  an  extempore  talent  of  house  and 
fiimiture  painting, — ^and  the  walls  bore  testimony 
to  his  conceptions  of  the  heroic  and  elegiac,  by 
dengns  of  a  tomb  for  Zumalacarregui. 

On  my  return  to  Durango^  I  found  that  the 
nege  of  Bilbao  was  resolved  on,  that  all  the  dis- 
posable artillery  from  Onate  and  Arlaban  was 
ordered  up  and  on  the  road  thither,  and  that  sup- 
plies and  munitions  from  the  &ctories  and  foun* 
dries  were  concentrating  for  the  attack.  I  rode 
to  the  nearest  at  EUorio,  to  view  the  iron-foundry 
works  which  had  been  closed  in  the  absence  of 
oateiials  during  my  previous  tour,  but  the  road, 
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covered  with  scoria  and  slag  from  the  furnaces 
for  a  mile  on  the  Durango  side,  indicated  tlie 
extent  of  the  previous  workings,  and  presented  a 
magnificent  iron-bound  sur&ce  which  Mac  Adam 
could  have  envied  but  never  surpassed.  I  now 
found  the  furnace  at  work  and  the  men  busy  in  cast- 
ing cannon  balls  and  shells  of  every  calibre.  The 
latter  of  thirteen  inches  and  smaller  ones  of  the 
incendiary  genus  seemed  to  be  especial  favourites. 
When  at  full  work  they  could  cast  100  balls  a  day, 
but  were  then  only  accomplishing  sixty-four  or 
sixty-eight  per  diem,  their  attention  being  turned 
to  the  repairs  of  various  pieces  of  heavy  artillery 
which  required  new  munnions  to  enable  them  to 
perform  active  service.  They  were  engaged  on 
five  pieces  of  various  calibre  firom  eighteen  pounds 
upwards,  and  I  could  not  but  admire  the  style  in 
which  they  accomplished  the  job.  The  old  stump 
was  chiselled  clean  off,  and  a  strong  tap  screwed 
in,  round  the  square  head  of  which  the  metal  was 
cast  of  the  requisite  dimensions; — thus  the  old 
piece  was  again  enabled  to  take  the  field  with  an  arm 
<'  better  than  new."  Hoards  of  cannon-balls  which 
had  been  cast  and  pitted  for  preservation  in  more 
dangerous  times,  were  again  rolling  into  daylight ; 
and  only  waited  to  have  their  faces  washed  in  the 
barrel-machine  attached  to  the  water-wheel  which 
blew  the  foundry  bellows,  to  be  enabled  to  appear 
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on  duty  in  the  batteries.  The  foundry  chamber 
vas  rather  small  for  the  advantageous  use  of  char- 
coal which  they  would  otherwise  prefer,  so  coke 
was  used  instead.  This  fuel  the  workmen  usually 
spoke  of  as  carbon  de  piedra  Infflesoj  and  travellers 
very  easily  imbibed  the  notion  that  it  came  from 
England;  but  on  inquiry  how  they  could  posdbly 
obtain  it,  when,  and  through  what  ports,  I  found 
that  it  came  through  tiiepuertos  of  Reynosa  and 
Oviedo; — the  original  coal  having  been  raised 
from  bituminous  mines  in  the  mountains  of  the 
Asturias.  It  appeared  that  the  cognomen  Iriglesa 
was  added  by  way  of  compliment  to  our  antedi- 
lavian  priority  of  preparation  and  use  of  it, — 
just  as  our  druggists  dignify  a  similarly  carbona- 
eeoos-looking  article  which  they  prepare  for  cus- 
tomers troubled  with  a  cold,  by  the  name  of 
<"  Spanish." 

The  Carlists  were  rather  choice  in  their  use  of 
eannon  just  then,  being  in  possession  of  many  good 
[Hfices  taken  at  Plenda,  Lequetio  and  other  places 
widiin  the  previous  year  and  a  hal£     They  could 
therefore  afford  to  break  up  all  which  were  sus- 
pected of  being  radically  defective,  and  recast  them 
into  balls  and  shells,  as  I  found  them  doing  at 
EUorio.     Having  the  free  range  of  a  great  extent 
of  coast  and  mountainous  country,  (the  scenes  of 
former  extensive  iterations  of   English,  French 
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and  German  as  well  as  Spanish  warfare^)  they  are 
oocasionally  dra^ng  to  light  great  guns  of  all 
ages  and  sizes;  some  from  the  depths  of  rivers, 
where  they  had  been  abandoned  in  a  hasty  pas- 
sage ;  some  from  wrecks  on  the  coast  where  tradi- 
tion has  preserved  the  memory  of  the  loss  of  vessels 
of  force;  and  some  from  quiet  graves  amidst  the 
mountain  passes,  where  Napoleon's  convoys  had 
been  pounced  upon  by  Guerillas,  when  the  artil- 
lery (being  so  much  impedita  to  the  light-footed 
victors)  had  been  spiked  and  buried  on  the  spot  by 
them.  Many  of  these  had  lain  at  rest  for  genera- 
tions in  the  absence  of  any  sufficient  inducement  to 
those  among  whom  the  stories  of"  the  old  wars"  still 
survived,  to  fish  for  some  and  dig  for  others; — 
but  the  Basques  and  Navarrese  are  both  tradi- 
tionary and  martial  races,  and  when  a  cause  suffi- 
ciently good  and  great  once  rouses  them  from  their 
repose,  they  waken  up  to  some  purpose,  when  all 
they  can  do  or  suffer  or  remember  for  its  advance- 
ment is  volunteered  forthwith.  The  foundry  at 
EUorio  had  unfortunately  no  tilt  hammer  wherewith 
to  break  up  the  clumsy  carronades  and  old  long 
fortress  guns,  whose  honeycombs  indicated  the  pro- 
priety of  issuing  a  new  edition  of  the  metal ;  so  the 
peasantry  dragged  them  a  couple  of  leagues  further 
up  the  mountains  of  Abadiano  above  Elimua,  where 
.four  foundry  foige-miUs  are  to  be  found  on  the 
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binks  of  the  little  river  Arria,  engaged  in  that  om« 
iiibiis  plenitude  of  occnpations  which  so  well  entitle 
Spanish  fbiges  to  the  title  cXferreria.  As  I  wished 
to  see  their  £Bj>rication  of  iron  and  arms  in  all  its 
stages,  I  rode  up  the  hills  with  no  other  guide  than 
the  thunder  of  the  tilt  hammers  and  my  own 
cnrionty,  armed  only  with  a  few  words  of  Bas- 
qoense.  But  these  peasants  are  as  obliging  as  they 
are  industrious,  and  a  child  might  wander  alone 
through  their  province  with  perfect  safety. 

The  BiBcayans  are  indeed  a  highly  intelligent, 
sociable,  and  amiable  people.  They  possess  all  the 
oataral  active  politeness  of  the  Irish  peasantry,  with- 
out any  alloy  of  servility — the  sagacity  of  the  Scotch, 
wiAout  a  symptom  of  its  degeneracy  into  'cuteness 
—and  the  steady  self-respect  whidi  characterises  the 
upper  classes  of  England,  quite  free  from  the  leaven 
of  Saxon  stupidity.  I  have  seen  them  frown  venge^ 
fully  when  talking,  or  rather  thinking,  about  the 
Christinos ;  but  I  have  never  yet  heard  an  angry 
woid  amongst  them, — except,  indeed,  by  a  senti- 
nel, towards  myself  one  night,  at  Durango,  when  I 
^as  very  near  being  shot  at;  not  being  aware  that 
any  one  was  challengring  me,  as  I  have  already 
nanaCed.  They  differ  however  so  much  in  one 
material  respect  from  the  Irish,  that  I  can  scarcely 
believe  tiie  latter  have  any  fair  claim  to  a  common 
origin,  (although  it  is   politely  conceded  by  the 
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Biscayans,  and  natives  of  Ireland  are  by  virtue  of 
their  birth-right  free  of  the  corporation  of  Bilbao, 
being  entitled  to  trade,  settle  and  open  shop  in  that 
capi&l, — a  privilege  they  do  not  enjoy  in  the 
soi'dUant  liberal  metropolis  of  England),  viz.  their 
remarkable  sobriety,  notwithstanding  the  abundance 
of  wine  and  aguardiente  in  the  country.  Every 
where  I  experienced  the  greatest  consideration  and 
kindness — much  more,  indeed,  than  I  expected, 
bearing  as  I  did  the  inimical  name  of  Englishman, 
associated  as  it  was  to  their  sad  experience  with 
everytliing  ferocious  and  dastardly.  We  only  ap- 
peared on  their  shores  to  pillage  and  destroy,— our 
only  apparent  motive — 

"  The  daily  Bhilling  which  makes  warriors  tough.** 

I  could  have  forgiven  them  if  they  hooted  me  as 
I  rode  along ;  but  they  are  a  people  of  more  reflec- 
tion, discrimination  and  generosity  than  Englishmen 
are  inclined  to  believe;  and  they  showed  far  more 
consideration  for  us  than  we  did  for  them.  In  their 
self-possessed  dispassionate  conduct  they  bear  a 
strong  resemblance  to  those  native  gentlemen  the 
North  American  Indians,  who  never  allow  them- 
selves to  betray  surprise  or  vexation,  and  in  this 
respect  the  Biscayans  stand  at  the  moral  anti- 
podes of  their  neighbours  at  the  other  side  of  the 
Pyrenees.    They  may  be  reo^nised  at  once  as 
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men  and  gentlemen,  although  clad  as  the  mountain 
iron-millers  were,  in  little  more  than  long  linen 
shirts  reaching  to  their  shoes,  to  shield  them  from 
the  sparks.  But  I  was  forgetting — the  peasantry 
of  Biscay  are  all  noble,  with  the  exception  of  a 
trifling  number  who  have  immigrated  from  other 
proyinces  since  the  Moresco  wars ;  and  on  an 
enumeration  taken  in  1835,  there  were  in  Biscay 
54,000,  in  Gnipuscoa  50,000,  in  Alava  12,000,  and 
in  the  kingdom  of  Navarre  13,000  nobles. 

The  Navarrese  appear  to  be  a  mixed  race.  They 
are  not  nearly  so  well  looking,  amiable,  or  intelli- 
gent as  the  Basques,  and,  although  Zumalacarreg^i 
preferred  making  their  valleys  the  seat  of  war,  yet 
I  am  assured  the  Guipuscoans  make  better  soldiers. 
The  Biscayans  had  not  until  the  last  siege  of 
Bilbao,  been  afforded  similar  opportunities  to  dis- 
tmguish  themselves,  having  only  had  the  West- 
minster legion  to  beat  at  Arlaban,  and  a  few  other 
affairs  such  as  the  capture  of  Bermeo,  Guetaria, 
Plenda  and  Lequetio  to  accomplish;  but  the 
best  leaders  have  always  been  elsewhere.  They 
were  the  first  to  proclaim  Don  Carlos,  and  have 
ever  since  been  working  (as  well  as  fighting)  to 
supply  him  with  arms  of  all  kinds. 

I  found  the  artizans  of  Abadiano  as  enthusiastic  as 
the  rest — fiilly  alive  to  the  importance  of  the  siege 
and  the  removal  of  Cuartel  Real  (the  court,  or  royal 
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plished  so  much  with  such  simple  machinery.  The 
mountain-stream  turns  the  tilt-hammer  and  blows 
a  pair  of  bellows  ;  and  such  bellows !  Each  is 
formed  of  several  cow-hides  nailed  and  clasped 
together  so  as  to  form  an  enormous  leathern  air 
bottle.  This  is  loaded  and  clinched  around  with 
iron  platesy  and  both  when  set  in  motion  puff  and 
pant  and  grunt  and  waddle  on  the  floor  like  huge 
scaly  crocodiles  or  dragons  of  Wantley  !  One  forge 
had  a  pair  of  square-box  and  piston  bellows  (not 
acting  like  our  cylindrical  pistons,  alone,  but  as  an 
arrangement  for  the  pressure  of  loose  leathern  air 
bags) ;  however,  the  dragon's  breath  blew  quite  as 
fiercely,  and  softened  the  metal  just  as  welL  Scrap- 
iron,  from  the  armouries  at  Eibar,  Ermua,  Pla- 
centia,  and  Elgoibar,  is  also  sent  to  these  forges, 
— stamped  together,  heated,  and  then  hammered 
in  a  twinkling  into  spades  or  frying-pans.  The 
workmen  bore  the  fire  like  salamanders ;  while  the 
contrast  between  their  grim  and  savage  appear- 
ance as  well  as  their  savage  treatment  of  then^- 
seives,  and  their  kind  attention  to  the  stranger,  was 
so  striking  as  to  excite  my  attention  continually.  I 
found  myself  learning  Basquense  every  day  through 
the  mere  pleasure  of  chattipg  with  tliese  people, — 
a  language  which  must  puzzle  a  Somersetshire  man. 
He  would  get  on  rather  slowly  if  obliged  to  say 
«  Es"  when  he  meant  "  No." 
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I  also  visited  tbe  royal  grunpowder  mill  and 
nu^azine  near  Tolosa,  where  I  was  not  a  little 
amused  at  the  proceedings  of  the  FacHosos.  It  is  a 
tnie  saying  that  it  most  be  a  good  workman  who 
can  get  through  his  task  without  tools,  and  there  I 
fiaw  something  closely  approaching  to  an  illustration 
which  interested  me  exceedingly.  The  skeleton  of 
an  old  bumt-ont  flour-mill  on  the  bank  of  the  little 
rirer  Lizara  had  been  refitted  in  a  style  of  economy 
and  absence  of  ornament  that  would  have  charmed 
the  heart  of  Joe  Hume  to  behold.  The  whole  busi- 
ness of  refining,  grinding,  pounding,  mixing  and 
stamping  was  carried  on  in  three  small  rooms  on 
the  ground  floor,  with  the  aid  of  a  very  primitive 
apparatus.  The  crystallization  of  the  nitre  from 
the  impure  solution  was  accomplished  in  wooden 
troughs,  in  the  most  sultry  weather,  without  even 
the  presence  of  a  slip  of  lead  as  a  starting  point. 
The  purified  salt  was  pounded  with  wooden  mallets, 
then  dried  in  the  air  and  reduced  to  powder  by  a 
hand-quem.  The  pine  charcoal  (burnt  in  the 
moantains  by  adepts  who  never  heard  of  Doctor 
Watson,  the  late  Bishop  of  Llandafi*,  or  his  cast-irou 
cylinders)  was  also  pounded,  sifted  and  mixed  by 
hand.  The  subsequent  operations  of  grinding  and 
stamping  the  triple  mixture  were  performed  by  the 
assistance  of  the  river  Lizara ;  while  the  concluding 
ones  of  breaking  up,  sifdng,  sorting  and  drying. 
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— or  perhaps  they  have  some  ^^  new  system/'  like 
Dr.  O'Toole'sy  on  which  they  leave  out  the  bursting 
charge  altogether?  But  there  are  the  shells,  and 
here  is  the  fact  of  their  preservation  I 

As  I  saw  the  numerous  boxes  of  cartridges 
packed  up  and  sent  off  from  the  magazines  to  the 
army  of  die  coast  frontier,  and  then  looked  back  on 
the  little  mill  and  its  rude  manipulations,  I  felt  my- 
self soliloquising :— ^^  These  people  must  succeed, 
for  their  energy  and  industry  increase  with  every 
danger  and  difficulty.  They  have  got  over  the  great 
impediment  that  stopped  Zumalacarregui  on  his 
march  to  Madrid  after  he  had  beaten  Valdes. 
They  have  now  powder  at  command;  and  while 
they  can  thus  create  it  among  sticks  and  stones 
and  sheets  in  the  open  air,  they  can  never  be  con- 
quered. They  are  no  longer  obliged  to  pay  six 
times  the  value  of  it  to  France.  Each  mill  is  a 
niint  to  them,  and  is  better  than  a  silver  mine,  for 
it  enables  them  to  grind  out  their  own  indepen- 
dence. Each  powder-monkey  too  holds  up  his 
head  like  a  captain  of  artillery,  and  seems  to  feel 
as  he  thumps  the  charcoal,  that  he  is  charging 
a  battery  which  may  demolish  a  whole  battalion 
of  Christiiios.  Yes  !  such  a  people  must  suc- 
ceed !" 

The  conduct  of  the  peasantry,  whether  engaged 
in  field  in  camp  or  in  factory,  like  those  just  men- 
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tioned,  was  throughout  my  tour  an  object  of  especial 
interest  to  me.  On  their  proceedings,  in  fiict,  the 
iasae  of  this  eventful  struggle  depends.  Whilst  they 
are  well  affected,  active,  industrious  and  confident, 
the  King  cannot  lose  his  cause,— even  if  every  for* 
tress  were  in  the  hands  of  Queen  Christina  and  her 
Algerine  and  Westminster  allies.  If  they  sink  into 
apathy  or  even  indifference,  it  is  gone.  This  is 
the  simple  view  of  the  case  which  all  my  ex- 
perience tended  to  confirm,  which  rendered  each 
son-bumt  muleteer  and  paytano  that  I  met  on  the 
road-side,  a  very  respectable  and  influential  person- 
age in  my  eyes,  and  awakened  my  earnest  atten- 
tion to  the  aggregate  of  their  sayings  and  doings, 
habits,  customs,  and  even  amusements.  Warlike 
as  they  are,  I  was  surprised  to  find  so  few  martial 
sports  amongst  them.  They  have  no  boxing 
matches,  single-stick  combats,  fencing  or  target 
ihooting ;  but  they  are  not  the  less  in  love  with  war^ 
&re  and  earnest  in  its  exerdse.  Thus  when  the 
cannonades  at  the  lines  of  St.  Sebastian  and  Pa»> 
si^es  are  heard  through  Guipuscoa,  protecting  sal- 
lies of  the  garrisons,  the  voluntarios  cannot  remain 
quietly  working  in  a  field,  but  snatch  up  their  mus- 
kets, and  scamper  over  the  hills  for  miles  <*  just  to 
have  a  few  shots  at  the  Christinos,"  which  they 
discharge  with  right  good  will,  and  sleep  all  the 
sounder  for  on  their  return.    There  is,  however,  a 


162  NATIONAL  GYMNASTIC  EXERCISE. 

species  of  martial  g^ymnastic  exercise  prevailiog 
throughout  the  Basque  provinces,  very  striking  to 
English  eyes,  and  so  influential  in  its  results  in  the 
development  of  combative  and  other  valuable  iia» 
tional  propensities,  that  I  shall  give  my  readers  a 
description  thereof,  just  as  it  occurred  under  my 
own  eyes  in  the  Plaza  of  the  litde  village  of  Yor- 
reUa,  within  half  a  mile  of  Durango. 

At  four  o'clock  on  Sunday  afternoon,  the  Alcalde 
of  the  village  struck  his  silver-headed  javelin  into 
the  ground  at  one  comer  of  the  little  green  Plaxa 
in  front  of  the  church,  and  immediately  a  drum-^ 
mer  accompanied  by  another  instrumental  per- 
former bearing  a  pipe  and  tabor,  appeared  on  the 
scene  and  commenced  a  slow  martial  movement,  in 
which  the  time  was  accented  very  imposingly.  The 
Alcalde  himself  was  an  imposing  personage,  tall,  thin 
and  sedate,  adorned  with  a  conical  brown  night-cap 
turned  up  with  black  velvet,  a  loose  brown  spencer 
which  would  have  held  another  Alcalde,  brown  knee- 
breeches  and  black  worsted  stocking.  The  Alguazil 
who  supported  him  by  sitting  beside  him  for  three 
hours,  was  on  the  contrary,  a  &t,  short,  talkative  au- 
thority. I  never  saw  such  a  contrast,  except  in  the 
sketches  of  Don  Quixote  and  Sancho  Panza.  Tlie 
javelin  was  a  very  antique  affidr  about  five  feet 
long,  with  a  double  arrow  head,  the  section  of  which 
would  form  a  cross  like  what  would  result  from  two 
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of  Robin  Hood's  or  the  Douglas's  shots  in  a  target, 
where 

**  The  second  iplit  the  fint  in  twain." 

The  music  struck  up,  and  crowds  of  men,  women, 
and  children,  poured  into  the  Plaza,  an  irregular 
pentagon,  (or  queraangle)  environed  with  houses 
adorned  with  balconies  and  a  grand  raised  portico 
whii^h  extended  the  length  of  the  church.  These 
were  soon  filled  with  the  beauty  and  &shion  of 
the  court  and  its  vicinity,  who  thought  it  more 
suitable  to  their  sex  or  age  or  dignity  to  look  on, 
dan  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  athletic  evolu* 
tiODs  which  the  peasantry  were  about  to  engage 
in.  Groups  of  officers  and  civilians,  secretaries, 
diamberlains,  and  the  whole  ayuniamiento  loitered 
on  the  sod  below  as  if  to  brave  the  dangers  of  the 
scene,  or  gallantly  conversed  with  the  ladies  in  the 
balconies  calming  their  fears  and  assuring  them  it 
was  not  half  so  dangerous  or  cruel  as  a  bull-bait,  &c. 
A  dense  crowd  oi  young  peasant  soldiers  stood  in 
one  angle  of  the  Plaza,  apparently  in  expectation  of 
oppcments  of  some  kind;  the  barriers  were  withdrawn 
from  the  stone  pillars  at  eadi  angle,  and  the  centre 
of  the  arena  was  thrown  open  for  combat 

The  drum  and  tabor  (I  beg  their  pardon  for  this 
deky)  repeated  their  point  of  war  emphatically ; 
and  the  first  demonstration  of  active  operations  was 
nmde  by  a  long  file  of  young  women  who  marched 
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upon  the  green  hand-in^hand,  the  file  leader  acting 
as  fugle-woman,  and  conducting  her  band  of  he- 
roines with  a  kind  of  saltatory  motion  resembling 
that  which  Le  Prun  and  others  have  preserved  to 
us  in  their  pictorial  descriptions  of  die  tactics  of  the 
Priestesses  of  Bacchus  and  Cybeie.  At  times  it 
was  nearly  identical  with  the  inspired  movement  of 
Orpheus,  depicted  in  Barry's  fiunous  seric^  of 
paintings  which  adorn  the  chief  saloon  of  the 
Society  of  Arts  in  the  Adelphi,  and  which  their 
catalofftie  rauannS  justly  terms  *^  an  attitude  of  sin- 
gular energy."  As  the  line  of  rustic  beauty  swept 
round  the  Plaza,  I  could  almost  imagine  that  I 
beheld  the  maidens  of  Sparta  going  through  their 
warlike  exercises  and  daring  their  lovers  to  the 
combat  They  were  clad  all  in  strict  national 
uniform, — neat  black  shoes,  snow-white  stockings, 
rather  short  petticoats,  small  shawk  of  various 
colours,  and  white  pocket  handkerchief ;  but  no 
caps,  hats,  bonnets  or  artificial  head-dress  of  any 
kind,  the  hair  being  universally  gathered  backward 
and  plaited  in  one  or  two  tails,  which  hung  down 
at  full  length  behind,  and  switched  about  most 
cavalierly.  After  a  few  circumvolutions  of  these 
Spartan  damsels  in  the  Plaza,  the  crowd  of  men 
who  stood  in  close  column  evinced  a  degree  of 
restiessness  to  accept  the  challenge  of  the  parading 
heroines.    Voluniarios  started  out  one  after  another 
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and  broke  into  the  line,  seizing  an  opponent  with 
each  band  till  all  were  fiEurly  engaged  and  a 
marcbing  file  of  double  length  attained,  in  which 
80  equally  were  the  parties  matched  that  it  was 
a  difficult  point  to  predict  to  whom  the  victory 
would  &11*  The  combined  yet  rival  forces  now 
made  another  solemn  perambulation  to  the  same 
measure ;  when  the  Alcalde,  apparently  quite  satis- 
fied tbat  a  firm  line  of  battle  was  formed  and  all 
ready  for  action,  gave  a  signal  to  the  little  band  with 
his  javelin,  when  instantly  the  drum  and  tabor  struck 
up  a  brisk  quick  step  which  set  the  whole  string  of 
life  (or  lives)  whirling  with  fearful  rapidity  round 
a  young  ash  tree  in  the  centre.  Now  the  engage- 
ment began  in  earnest,  and  the  secret  of  the  tactics, 
acted  on  by  the  *^  natural  born  enemies"  on  the 
plain,  began  to  develope  itself. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  explain  the  matter 
accurately  without  diagrams,  elevations  and  pros- 
trations; so,  being  confined  to  definitions  in  the 
absence  of  any  known  descriptive  terms,  I  can  only 
say  tbat  the  terms  of  combat  observed  by  each, 
with  respect  to  the  two  enemies  between  which  he 
or  she  happened  to  be  placed,  was  to  hold  fast  by 
each  other's  hands,  to  keep  moving  in  the  whirlpool 
pas  de  charge^  and  at  the  same  time  to  inflict  as 
many  sound  blows  as  possible.  The  gracefulness 
and  energy  with  which  this  manoeuvre  was  executed 
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was  truly  edifying  to  a  stranger  like  me,  who  really 
was  not  aware  that  the  human  frame  possessed 
such  flexibility  and  endurance.  Each  pair  of  gla- 
diators whirled  their  grasped  hands  in  unison  as  if 
about  to  discharge  a  stone  from  a  sling ;  and,  having 
attained  the  needful  velocity,  flung  them  forward, 
— at  the  same  moment  wheeling  about  in  opposite 
directions  and  hurling  themselves  at  each  other 
with  a  suaviter  in  modo  et  fortiter  in  re  that  could 
not  fail  to  make  a  reciprocal  impression.  ^*  We 
are  not  stocks  and  stones,"  said  Corporal  Trim, 

*'  Hearts  are  not  flint,  yet  flint  it  rent; 
Hearts  are  not  steel,  yet  steel  is  bent"  &c. 

Each  hero  and  heroine  was  reciprocally  placed 
between  two  enemies  of  the  opposite  sex,  and 
obliged  in  turn  to  encounter  botL  All  were  at 
war  with  their  neighbours  in  turn,  and  each  proxi- 
mate couple  became  at  every  opportunity 

**  A  pair  of  rustic  foes,  who  sought  renown, 
While  dancing  round  to  bump  each  other  down  ;" 

as  Goldsmith  would  have  sung  if  he  had  travelled 
to  the  Basque  provinces. 

But,  hark — the  tune  is  changed ;  the  fife  and 
tabor  have  struck  up  a  quicker  and  livelier  strain, 
— ^the  drum  beats  time  more  loudly  and  impe- 
ratively. All  the  links  of  the  immense  circle 
are  severed  in  an  instant ;  the  combatants  throw 
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aloft  their  liands,  and  whirl  about  separately  like 
nuui !    'Tis  now 


the  wink  And  fan  grow  6st  and  furiooi.'* 


Some  face  their  partners  sternly  in  a  jig,  or,  melt- 
ing into  a  waltz,  cruise  about  the  Plaza  at  random, 
like  HerschelFs  double  stars  in  free  space,  de- 
ranging other  systems  and  set-tos  with  a  whisk  of 
their  tail  which  cuts  like  a  lash  in  a  rapid  twirl, 
and  whips  fire  out  of  Spanish  eyes  in  a  twinkling. 

"  Otfaen  dance  in  a  round,  cutting  capen  and  ramping — 
A  mercy  the  ground  did  not  bunt  with  their  atamping." 

What  shouts  of  merriment !  The  young  ash 
tree  is  shaking  with  laughter  to  its  very  roots,  and 
all  its  leaves  are  dancing  sympathetically  in  the 
whirlwind.  There's  one  tall  fellow  cutting  a  horn- 
pipe through  the  crowd  and  using  his  knees — 
That's  not  £Eur — call  the  Alcalde  !  The  dumpy  girl 
replies  with  her  broad  shoulder  !  All's  right  again. 
See  the  poor  little  man  escaping  from  that  amazon 
—a  triton  of  the  minnows  !  The  child  crosses  his 
path  and  upsets  him!  There  goes  my  pretty 
patrona  and  her  grandmother,  careering  in  their 
waltz  like  a  double  shot  against  the  Commandante 
de  amuuy  and  see  the  cigar  is  shot  out  of  his  lips  ! 
What  excellent  time  they  keep  with  their  fingers : 
Tis  a  pity  they  have  not  castanets  to  mark  it  more 
merrily.     How  many  hundreds  in  motion  !     The 
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rortex  makes  my  head  reel  with  the  attempt  to 
reckon.  See  a  dozen  of  the  King's  garde  du 
corps  swept  into  the  centre  of  the  whirlpool.  The 
cavaliers  can't  waltz  for  their  spurs,  and  the  women 
are  charging  them  like  Cossacks  and  Pandours. 
There's  a  young  officer  carried  off  in  the  current ! 
The  rest  hold  on  by  the  ash  tree  and  each  other, 
til!  it  is  nearly  uprooted!  The  lasses  will  next 
storm  the  steps  of  the  sanctuary  ! 

The  Alcalde  who  ^^  saw  the  madness  rise"  gave 
a  sign  to  the  piper — 

"  And  while  they  heaven  and  earth  defied, 
Changed  his  hand  and  checked  their  pride." 

The  slow  movement  was  recommenced,  the  loud 
mirth  of  the  crowd  was  subdued,  the  ball  opened 
with  the  same  solemn  movement  as  at  first,  with  the 
addition  of  a  file  of  male  gladiators,  who  marched 
in  separately,  preceded  by  a  very  expert  fugle- 
man. By  this  time  additional  crowds  had  strolled 
down  from  Durango,  attracted  by  the  laughter  that 
echoed  from  the  rocks,  till  there  were  as  many 
spectators  as  performers  grouped  around  the  Plaza, 
although  the  King's  band  was  performing  in  the 
town,  and  more  courtly  waltzing  was  in  progress 
before  the  windows  of  the  Palacio.  Several  offi- 
cers of  the  court  and  army — Spanish,  French, 
British,  German,  Italian  and  Portuguese — stood 
near,  cavalierly  discussing  the  personal  points  and 
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merits  of  the  light-hearted  skirmishers,  and  the 
nadonal  advantages  of  such  a  weekly  parade,  afford- 
ing as  it  did,  such  excellent  practical  opportunities 
to  the  vohmiarios  of  judging  correctly  «of  die 
steadiness  or  levity,  the  substance  or  poverty,  the 
firmness  or  feebleness  of  understanding,  and  the 
native  capacity  or  littleness  of  dieir  comrades, 
before  they  committed  themselves  by  enlisting  for 
life  in  their  company.  One  of  the  party  was  en- 
tering into  a  dissertation  on  the  probability  of  the 
custom  having  been  derived  dirough  the  Phoeni- 
dans  from  the  Babylonians,  who,  according  to 
Herodotus,  were  in  die  habit  of  holding  reviews 
and  making  exhibidons  with  similarly  instructive 
designs  and  beneficial  results,  when  he  and  his 
speculadons  were  both  upset  by  an  unexpected 
illnstradon.  The  piper  had  been  playing  his  third 
air  (the  Satumalian,)  unheeded  by  the  historian, 
and  a  string  of  feminine  examples,  rushing  by, 
threw  him  on  his  hands  and  knees.  Other  trains 
of  flying  artillery  and  light  chasseurs  equally  emu- 
lous of  conquest,  now  scoured  the  plain  in  all 
direcdons,  and  los  Senores  officiales  received  no 
quarter,  although  they  shifted  their  quarters  con- 
tinually, and  dexterously  evaded  scores  of  shocks ; 
still  subdivisions  of  laughing  girls  came  charg- 
ing by,  their  white  handkerchieis  flying  like  lance 
pennons,  but  not  one  held  out  as  a  flag  of  truce. 

VOL.  I.  I 
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At  lengrth,  with  the  sagacity  of  old  tactidans,  the 
officers  formed  into  a  hollow  square,  at  the  comer 
of  which  a  brigadier-general  had  the  hardihood  to 
present  himself  something  in  advance  as  a  Tolun- 
teer-bastion ;  but  the  first  troop  which  gallopped 
by,  carried  him  away  with  the  same  ease  that  an 
acre  of  marmots  would  overrun  a  wild  bulL  The 
square  was  evidently  weak  and  unsteady  from  the 
curiosity  of  those  within,  to  see  how  die  day  went 
without  This  was  quickly  perceived  by  the  as- 
sailants, and  its  total  demolition  ensued.  A  plump 
yet  active  heroine  (worthy  to  have  been  the  wife 
of  King  Codrus  or  Monsieur  Arcole)  danced  out 
of  the  ranks,  and  devoted  herself  to  the  task  of 
breaking  into  the  hollow  square  on  the  principle  of 
a  bombshell.  Wheeling  back  to  gain  sufficient 
impetus  in  the  onset,  she  collected  all  her  ene^es, 
and  then  dashed  forward  in  the  style  so  happily  des- 
cribed by  Scott  in  his  <  Lady  of  the  Lake'  (but  the 
reader  must  substitute  cambric  handkerchief  for 
<^  broad-sword")  in  the  combat  in  the  Trosacs  where 

"  With  wave-like  crest  of  tawny  foam 
Right  onward  did  Clan- Alpine  oome  ;— 
Above  the  tide  each  broad-sword  bright. 
Was  brandishing  like  beam  of  light. 

Each  targe  was  dark  below. 
And  with  the  ocean's  mighty  swing, 
When  heaving  to  the  tempest's  wing. 

They  hurled  them  on  die  loe !" 
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Thus  did  this  disinterested  Basque  heroine,  and  it 
was  tmly  surprising  to  witness  the  sensation  she 
created  among  chiejb  and  nobles — scattering  heroes 
of  a  hundred  fights,  adorned  and  protected  as  they 
were  by  ribbons  of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella  the 
Catholic,  at  dieir  button-holes.  Taught  by  ex- 
perience, they  now  formed  in  solid  column,  and 
thus  defied  all  further  attacks  of  either  flying  or 
heavy  artillery,  till  die  shades  of  evening  fell,  when 
the  sage  Alcalde  (at  the  instigation  of  the  Alguazil, 
^10  appeared  to  be  viceroy  over  him)  plucked  his 
jareUn  out  of  the  ground  and  marched  g^ravely 
roond  the  ash-tree,  whereupon  the  drum  and  tabor 
ceased  their  labours,  and  the  enchantment  being 
ended,  every  one  walked  leisurely  home. 

**A11  this  is  nothing,'*  said  a  friend  who  had 
brought  me  to  the  scene,  <<  compared  with  what  I 
flaw  at  Salinas  just  a  fortnight  since,  when  escorting 
the  Court  hither.  There  was  an  immense  crowd 
on  the  green,  and  the  waltzing  and  bumping  went 
on  with  proportional  spirit ;  but  there  was  a  leader 
of  the  men's  file  who  seemed  to  be  inspired  with 
the  sentiment  of  the  first  Vestris,  '  Je  suis  k  Dieu 
de  la  danse^^  and  performed  d  merveiUe  \  He  was 
a  peasant  of  the  better  class,  with  silver  tassel 
buttons  on  his  vest,  and  a  scarlet  sash  round  his 
waist  His  evolutions  were  distingraished  by  such 
art  and  science,  compass  and  drollery,  that  every 
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eye  in  the  balconies  followed  liim; — even  the  Al^ 
calde  forgot  in  his  admiration  to  change  the 
movement.  When  this  fellow  was  tired  of  ezU- 
biting  his  airs  and  graces  according  to  rule,  he 
took  to  the  tipsy  style, — transforming  himself  into 
such  a  beast  that  the  effect  was  irresistible,  and 
everybody  danced  delighted  around  him  alone.  A 
heavy  shower  had  &llen  in  the  morning,  and  the 
slippery  ground  favoured  his  evolutions  admirably. 
He  skaited  as  if  he  was  floundering  on  a  piece  of 
ice,  and  then  fell  headlong  amongst  the  crowd, 
who  screamed  as  he  rose,  covered  with  picturesque 
patches  of  mud.  At  length  he  slipped  for  forty 
yards  without  being  able  to  get  fairly  on  his  feet ; 
and  when  I  last  saw  him,  was  continuing  to  slip 
down  hill  along  the  village  green,  followed  by  the 
music  and  the  multitude  of  admiring  spectators ; 
the  Alcalde  himself  bringing  up  the  rear  to  recal 
them  to  a  sense  of  dignity  and  etiquette ;  but  in 
vain.  As  long  as  I  staid  in  the  empty  Plaza  to 
listen,  the  fife  and  drum  were  heard  following  in 
full  play,  while  continuous  shouts  proclaimed  the 
successful  progress  of  the  ballet-master.^' 

Returning  at  dusk  with  the  happy  multitude  to 
Durango,  I  expected  to  have  witnessed  some 
further  amusement ;  but,  no  !  the  scene  was  neither 
English  or  Irish  ;  there  was  no  drinking,  no  quar- 
relling ;  the  game  of  romps  had  begun  and  ended 
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with  the  Alcalde,  the  javelin,  and  the  music.     The 
license  of  the  Ctdada  was  past,  the  etiquette  of  pro~ 
menade  was  resumed,  and  all  was  Spanish  courtesy 
and  giavity  again,  excepting  the  eyes  of  the  women, 
whidi  both  gentle  and  simple,  keep  dancing  day 
and  night  with  a  vivacity  that  laughs  at  all  control, 
and  &T  exceeds  the  power  of   either  Padre    or 
Alcalde  to  manage  or  modify.  The  lady  spectators 
in  the  church,  arcade,  and  balconies,  I  must  do  them 
the  justice  to  say,  did  not  make  any  exhibitions  of 
prudery,  but  laughed  and  waltzed  (with  their  eyes) 
as  much  as  the  peasant  girls  did  in  propria  pencwB 
m  the  Plaza  below.     They  live  in  a  primitive 
Arcadia  of  their  own  and  still  enjoy  some  of  the 
natural  pleasures  derived  from  the  golden  age  of 
innocence  and  ignorance,  perpetuated  as  it  is  by 
the  religious  observance  of  customs  stronger  than 
laws  and  older  than  history.     It  would  have  been 
refined  cruelty  to  have  disturbed  their  happiness 
by  the  introduction  of  any  exotic  grafts  of  the  tree 
of  knowledge  of  good  and  evil  manners,  as  it  is 
cultivated  in  our  chilly   climate.     Everything  in 
the  Biscayan  mountains  is  simple,  real,  native — can 
be  understood  and  calculated  on  with  certainty; 
and,  as  far  as  I  have  seen,  any  imitation  of  foreign 
habits  would  in  most  cases  alter  the  natural  cha- 
racter of  the  Basques  very  much  for  the  worse.   As 
it  is,  at  every  turn  a  stranger  finds  something  to 
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admire.  A  young  soldier  at  die  ball  had  a  large 
piece  of  chalk  kicked  out  of  his  pocket  by  a  flou- 
rishing pirouette  of  a  partner  in  die  Satumalian 
movement  Its  appearance  was  welcomed  with  a 
loud  huzzai  and  I  turned  to  an  oflBcer  for  an  ezpla- 
nadon.  <<  Oh/'  said  he,  <*  that  fellow's  a  literary 
character  in  his  way.  He's  generally  on  duty 
blockading  Bilbao,  and  as  soon  as  the  cowardly 
Christines  withdraw  their  advanced  guard  within 
the  walls  for  the  night,  he  and  half  a  dozen  wags 
will  follow  and  write  some  moral  or  political  abuse 
of  the  Queen  on  the  town  gates.  He  always  carries 
some  chalk  for  Christina  on  the  frontiers." 
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CHAPTER  X. 


The  order  for  the  second  si^^e  of  Bilbao  hav- 
ing been  given,  troops  and  artillery  were  seen 
moving*  thither  from  all  available  sources,  and  con- 
centrating at  Zomosa,  nine  English  miles  and 
tkee^uarters  from  that  town  on  the  Duiango-road. 
Tliither  Villa  Real  went  on  the  21st  October  to 
take  the  command  of  operations.  Comit  Casa- 
Egnia,  who  occasionally  suffered  severely  from  the 
goat,  and  had  since  the  commencement  of  this 
movement  been  the  subject  of  a  fresh  attack,  did 
not  leave  Durango,  but  Simon  de  la  Torre  was 
actively  engaged  in  the  blockade.  This  siege  was 
a  much  more  serious  undertaking  than  that  which 
die  Carlists  carried  on  under  the  command  of 
Zumalacarregui  in  June,  1835.  They  were  then 
in  possession  of  all  the  heights  around  the  city, 
and  within  half-musket  shot  of  the  walls.  Subse- 
<IQently  the  Christinos  occupied  all  the  sunound- 

i4 
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cottages,  churches,  convents  and  palaces,  through 
which  winds  a  river  fieuitastically  serpentine,  one 
hour  full  and  shining  to  the  brim,  anon  nnking 
to  a  shallow  ripple.  In  the  midst  lies  ^  the  most 
noble  town,"  the  capital  of  Biscay — its  clustering 
steeples  grouped  on  either  bank,  reposing  in  its 
streng^  and  grandeur,  environed  by  shady  prados, 
broad  quays,  formidable  forts,  and  enclosing  within 
its  ample  lines  lesser  hills  and  slopes  of  striking 
verdure. 

I  found  that  during  die  night,  General  Villa  Real 
had  caused  a  mortar  battery  to  be  constructed 
above  the  Church  of  Begona,  at  the  side  of  a  little 
hill  which  sheltered  it  from  the  fire  of  two  batteries 
in  the  possession  of  the  garrison  outside  the  town 
to  the  soudi-westward,  built  on  a  double  hill  in 
very  commanding  positions  overlooking  the  bridge 
and  road  to  Durango.  These  Christino  forts  are 
named  die  higher  and  lower  Monro ;  the  Car- 
list  battery,  the  Rotura  de  Begona.  Here  the  new 
brass  thirteen-inch  mortar  lately  cast  at  Oiiate, 
and  two  brass  seven  inch  howitzers,  were  placed, 
under  the  command  of  Brigadier  Cuello.  Its  fire 
was  opened  on  the  town  soon  afker  sunrise,  and 
continued  without  intermission  till  six  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  when  a  change  was  made  in  the  pro- 
jectiles employed.  Sixty-eight  large  sheUs  and 
136  grenades  were  thrown  during  die  day,  of  which 
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only  one  fell  short  They  were  directed  not  only 
against  the  forts,  but  amongst  the  houses,  and  as 
tbe  town  lay  displayed  like  a  map  at  our  feet,  the 
individoal  building  was  immediately  recognised 
without  the  aid  of  a  telescope  by  the  cloud  of  smoke 
and  dust  that  rose  with  die  explosion,  while  the 
crowds  who  covered  the  heights  declared  the  name 
of  the  street,  and  frequently  that  of  the  Urbano 
who  occupied  it*  The  great  bell  of  the  convent 
Santiago  was  struck  by  a  sentinel  as  die  discharge 
took  place — ^twice  for  a  grenade,  and  thrice  for  a 
bombshell.  Great  care  was  obviously  bestowed  on 
this  branch  of  the  defensive  operations  within,  for, 
although  heavy  smoke  and  frequent  flames  attended 
the  explosions,  they  soon  disappeared,  and  only  a 
thin  vapour  arose  to  mark  the  shattered  roof.  Many 
of  the  houses  were  uninhabited  and  their  furniture 
removed  in  expectation  of  the  long-threatened 
atta«^, — ^few  or  none  remaining  but  Urbanos  who 
were  compromised  with  the  Chrisdnos.  Numbers 
of  houses  around,  in  the  beautiful  valleys  of  the 
rivers  Nervion  and  Ansa,  were  similarly  desert- 
ed; for  the  cannons  of  the  Christino  forts  were 
sweeping  their  banks,  and  tearing  the  summits 
of  the  San  Domingo  hills  which  were  crowded 
with  soldiers  and  peasantry  rejoicing  in  the  bom- 
bardment,—eager  to  ascertain  the  damage  inflict- 
ed, widiout  caring  for  the  personal  hazard. 

16 
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The  whole  eastern  line  of  the  town  forts  was 
actively  engaged  in  addition  to  the  two  forts  of 
MorrO)  and  that  of  Miravalles,  on  the  south.  The 
principal  stations  in  the  intrenched  line  around  the 
town  are, — the  forts  of  Larrinaga,  Del  Circo, 
(including  the  Campo  Santo,)  La  Parra  {Anglici 
The  Trellice,)  and  Mallona.  They  were  each 
trying  their  practice  against  the  new  Carlist  bat- 
tery— the  distant  ones,  outside  the  town,  with 
shells  alone ;  those  in  the  lines  adjacent  with  shot 
also ;  but  not  a  single  Carlist  was  hurt  all  day  ! 
Mallona  was  pretty  well  occupied  on  its  own 
account  in  replying  to  the  attacks  of  two  or  three 
companies  of  infantry,  stationed  at  die  northern 
and  lowest  point  of  the  city,  sheltered  by  some 
detached  houses  adjacent  to  the  convent  of  St. 
Augustin.  The  latter  was  strongly  fortified  for 
musketry.  Three  others  were  fortified  widi  cannon, 
in  commanding  situations ;  fort  Banderas  also  is 
on  a  considerable  elevation,  but  it,  as  well  as  the 
four  outlying  convents  were  too  distant  to  do  any- 
tiling  effective  for  the  relief  of  the  town. 

The  Carlist  infiintry  were  inde&t^ble  in  the 
annoyance  of  fort  Mallona,  which  in  return  sent 
its  twenty-four  and  thirty-two  pounders  through 
and  through  the  houses  that  sheltered  them ;  but 
scarcely  was  the  flash  out  of  the  cannon  when 
the  fire  of  the  sharp-shooters  was  returned  through 
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the  same  embrasure.      La  Parra  and   Fort    del 
Ciroo  are  next  lowest  on   the   line,  and  as  they 
were  inconveniently  circumstanced   for   replying 
to  the   Carlist  sharp-shooters  at  the  points  they 
had  taken  up,  they  were  amusing  themselves  by 
firing  at  all  who  appeared  on   the   hills,    espe- 
dally  at    the    General  and   his   staff  who  were 
walking    with   most  provoking    nonchalance    full 
in  their  view  along  the  ridge  of  St   Domingo; 
while  the  other  officers  and  amateurs  with   tele- 
scopes, were  seated  on  the  grass  here  and  there, 
watching  the  progress  of  the  shot  and  shells  with 
intense  interest,  and  altogether  insensible   to  the 
possible  effect  on  themselves,  except  in  connection 
with  the  art  of  ginnery.     They  appeared  to  have 
a  great  contempt  for  the  Christino  artillerymen, 
and  when  La  Parra  or  Del  Circo  blazed  at  them, 
observed  with  the  most  amusing  naivete,  ^*  Viene 
oqui  P*  (it's  coming  here  I)     Their  aim  was  indeed 
very  bad  all  day,  the  balls  whistling  over  our  heads, 
—some  going  clear   over   the    mountain   beside, 
and,  such  was  the  influence  of  example,  that  I  sat 
or  walked  about  with  tbe  various  parties  of  plea- 
sure on  those  interesting  heights  under  the  fire  of 
the  Christino  batteries  from  sun-rise  to  sun-set,— 
contrary  to  all  the  prudential  considerations  and 
resolutions  "  in  such  cases  made  and  provided  ;*'  but 
the  view  of  the  grand  panorama  below  and  around 
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was  80  magnificent  and  the  scenes  transacting  so 
striking  and  eventful,  I  oonld  scarcely  withdraw  my 
eyes  from  thenu  On  the  side  of  the  town  die  can- 
nonade was  continuous,  aided  by  the  forts  behind, 
and  a  gun-boat  in  the  river  which  joined  in  demo- 
lishing the  houses  that  protected  the  sharp-shooters; 
but  their  reaction  effected  nothing  further.  Not 
a  single  Carlist  was  killed  or  wounded  anywhere 
all  day,  though  the  discharge  of  shells  against 
their  battery  was  incessant.  At  every  shot  load 
shouts  were  set  up  by  the  gunners  and  the  bat- 
talion that  guarded  it;  if  the  shell  fell  near,  of  de- 
fiance ;  if  distant  of  derision.  I  never  saw  merrier 
men. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  hiUs,  (more  distant  from 
the  besieged,)  all  was  active  preparation.  The  roads 
were  covered  with  mules  and  oxen  dragging  up 
trains  of  artillery  and  an  endless  string  of  carroi 
with  ammunition  and  provisions  from  the  Munguia 
side,  invisible  to  die  high  Christino  forts  of  Morro, 
which  fired  at  every  mule  that  appeared  on  the 
Durango  road.  The  remainder  of  the  army  was 
preparing  its  bivouac^  setting  fire  to  heath  and 
furze  to  dry  and  warm  die  eardi,  while  fort  Del 
Circo  was  taking  cogniiance  of  their  rude  style  of 
bed-making,  by  firing  over  the  hills  at  the  smoke. 
A  division  of  the  Foreign  Legion  were  in  especial 
high  spirits,  having  been  accepted  as  volunteers  to 
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aioQnt  the  breach — jokiiig  with  their  acquaintances 
00  the  opp<^anity  of  completing  their  wardrobe  for 
die  winter  in  Bilbao.  On  the  road  might  be  seen  a 
haily  party  esci^ing  from  Deusto  or  Olaveaga  by 
a  drcoitoiis  route ;  the  Senora  wearing  a  bonnet, 
sad  seated  in  a  saddle-chair;  die  latter  as  £euniliar 
lo  the  eyes  of  the  Biscayan  mountaineers  as  the 
lieid-gear  is  strange. 

Amongst  the  peasant  drivers  were  many  women 
who  followed  the  fortunes  of  their  husbands  or 
fathers,  and  walked  up  to  the  summit  line  to 
new  the  war  below  as  eagerly  as  the  idle  soldiers 
tkeoiselTes.  The  latter  now  and  then  brought  up 
to  the  General's  hut  the  24  pound  shots  which  had 
fiown  oyer  the  hill  from  our  attentive  friend  Del 
Ciroo.  Deserters  from  the  Christino  lines  of  Na- 
nffre  were  continually  arriving.  Eighteen  lancers, 
folly  armed  and  well  mounted,  escaped  from  their 
Foreign  Legion,  presented  diemselves  to  the 
General  during  the  first  day.  Cheering  sights 
and  sounds  were  seen  and  heard  everywhere. 
On  the  town  side,  some  companies  were  descend- 
ing the  heights  in  the  face  of  the  cannonade,  to 
rdieve  their  fatigued  comrades  in  the  sharp-shoot- 
ing neighbourhood  of  St  Augustin  and  get  pos- 
seadon  of  the  convent  if  possible.  The  valley 
re-echoed  with  their  shouts  as  they  let  the  can- 
Qoniers  hear  how  little  they  cared  about  them,  inter- 
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of  war;  but  the  spectacle  was  so  exciting  that  it 
enchained  the  attention  hour  after  hour. 

At  eight  o'clock,  p.m.  the  French  Consul  resi- 
dent in  the  town  (M.  Lafitte)  sent  out  a  flag  of 
truce  with  a  letter  to  demand  permission  for  seveial 
subjects  of  France  then  in  Bilbao  to  proceed  by  the 
river  to  Portugaiete  where  a  steam-boat  awaited 
diem;  the  Carlists  having  cut  off  all  interconrse 
with  the  sea,  by  taking  possession  of  the  river  fort 
adjoining  the  Campo  Valentino  (La  Salve)  the 
day  before,  where  there  were  stationed  two  pieces 
of  cannon,  one  of  8lbs.  the  other  of  4lb8.  calibre. 
Even  the  gun*boat  was  afraid  to  attempt  the  pas- 
sage, with  wind  and  tide  in  her  &vour.  In  re- 
ply the  messenger  was  informed  that  Greneral 
Villa  Real  had  not  the  honour  of  any  official  ac- 
quaintance with  such  a  personage  as  the  French 
Consul ;  and  this  being  the  first  intimation  he  had 
received  of  any  authority  in  Bilbao  who  had  any 
daim  to  dictate  or  demand  in  the  camp  of  Don 
Carlos,  he  begged  leave  to  decline  entering  into 
any  official  correspondence  with  him.  In  short, 
the  Consul  of  France  did  not  recognise  him,  and 
he  would  not  recognise  the  ConsuL  The  bearer 
of  the  Dratp  Tricolor  was  however  informed  that 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  granting  permisacm 
for  the  said  citizens  of  France  to  proceed  to  their 
own  country  through  the  Carlist  territories  by  Irun, 
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as  Don  Carlos  has  no  quarrel  with  Frenchmen ; 
bat  as  the  Bilbao  ambassador  had  seen  the  Carlist 
batteries,  he  was  requested  to  await  the  result  on 
the  heights,  while  the  answer  was  sent  back  by  a 
pesBuit.  It  was  suspected  that  among  the  ^*citi«' 
lens  rf  France,"  anxious  to  proceed  home  by  Por- 
tugalete,  were  some  who  would  make  a  point  to 
put  into  St  Sebastian,  and  inform  General  Evans 
and  his  friends  of  every  thing  they  knew,  and  ail 
tbat  General  San  Miguel  might  wish  to  commu- 
nicate. Nothing  resulted  from  thi9  permission, 
lod  I  was  subsequently  informed,  that  those  who 
mi^t  have  wished  to  depart  through  the  Carlist 
camp,  were  effectually  deterred  by  their  knowledge 
of  the  very  great  probability  that  the  moment  they 
were  outside  the  walls,  a  shower  of  Christino  bullets 
woold  cut  short  their  pri^ess. 

Having  obtained  a  few  hours'  sleep  in  a  peasant's 
oottage  on  the  heights,  I  was  on  the  ground  again 
before  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  26th,  to  wit- 
ness the  effects  of  the  incendiary  shells;  but  although 
the  night  was  beautifully  calm,  nothing  was  dis- 
cernible in  the  town  except  a  dense  fog  of  smoke. 
They  had  been  reserved  for  projection  in  the  dark, 
that  the  effect  might  be  more  strikingly  terrific  in 
the  eyes  of  the  Urbanos.  Their  flight  and  descent 
were  indeed  very  grand,  but  the  anticipated  result 
of  the  combustion  was  not  at  all  verified.    The 
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Urbanos  and  Garrison  were  doubtless  very  active 
in  quenching  whatever  flames  broke  out,  but*  it 
also  appeared  that  the  inventor  had  been  too  san- 
guine and  premature  in  celebrating  their  virtues, 
and  that  too  little  care  had  been  taken  by  his  supe- 
riors in  ascertaining  their  actual  powers  before 
bringing  them  to  the  siege.  The  effect  of  the 
large  bomb  was  tremendous,  but  the  Urbanos  were 
indefatigable.  Fifteen  inhabitants  who  effected 
their  escape  over  night  were  received  by  General 
Villa  Real  with  the  considerate  kindness  which  dis- 
tinguished him,  and  were  provided  with  quarters 
till  the  termination  of  the  siege,  when  they  were 
set  at  liberty.  They  declared  that  the  city  was 
already  half  ruined,  that  the  garrison  had  no  desire 
to  sacrifice  themselves  for  either  Queen  or  Con- 
stitution, and  would  have  endeavoured  to  have 
made  terms  during  the  night,  if  the  Urbanos  had 
not  kept  up  their  spirits  by  exhortations,  example, 

I  M.  Lizoire,  a  French  Eng:ineer  officer,  who  constructed  diese 
incendiary  shells,  bad  been  raised  to  the  rank  of  Colonel  by  the 
Carlists,  on  account  of  their  fiuth  in  his  pyrotechnic  abilities: 
but  on  the  failure  of  his  five-fold  fire-ball,  he  fell  out  of  (avour 
with  the  authorities,  and  being  much  annoyed  by  the  soubriquet 
of  **toui  ierraster"  (which  he  had  himself  originated  by  his  inces- 
sant destructive  assurances  to  prostrate  and  level  every  thing  with 
his  projectiles,)  quitted  the  service  shortly  after  the  relief  of 
Bilbao  at  Christmas.  Letters  from  the  Secretary  at  War  in  Dunn- 
go,  addressed  "  Colonel  Lizoire,"  have  been  returned  by  the  Post- 
masters, who  knew  no  such  a  person ;  but  when  sent  back  re- 
directed to  "  Monsieur  Tout-terrattert*  they  were  deUvered  at  once. 
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promises,  wine,  brandy,  bravados — and  finally  a 
litde  money. 

Two  new  batteries  in  the  valley  had  been  com- 
pleted during  the  night,  and  the  fire  was  commenced 
(as  soon  as  the  dawn  rendered  the  parapet  and  em- 
brasares  distinctly  visible)  by  that  placed  in  front 
of  Fort  Malona.  This  battery  was  composed  of  a 
thirty-six-pounder,  a  sizteen*pounder,  an  eight- 
poonder  and  a  seven-inch  howitzer.  Its  efibrts 
were  directed  both  against  the  fort  and  the  convent, 
which  latter  was  filled  with  sharp-shooters  who  kept 
up  a  brisk  fire  against  the  Carlist  infantry  and  artil- 
lery. At  eight  o'clock  the  second  battery  opened  its 
fire  on  the  town.  It  consisted  of  two  guns  of  twenty- 
four  pounds,  one  of  sixteen  pounds  and  a  carronade 
of  twenty-four  pounds.  It  lay  closely  under  the 
heights  of  St.  Domingo,  on  the  side  of  Ulibarri. 
The  two  twenty-four  pounders  were  fired  together, 
and  produced  a  great  sensation  as  they  rattled 
through  the  forts.  It  was  further  from  the  town 
than  that  which  was  designed  for  efiiecting  the  main 
breach,  but  it  had  a  better  view  and  a  wider  selec- 
tion of  objects,  and  a  tearing  effect  on  La  Parra. 
Daring  their  erection  at  night  only  a  single  man 
was  wounded  seriously.  His  litter  passed  us  before 
day-break  on  his  way  to  the  hospital  at  Zamudio, 
aboot  three  miles  off.  This  was  the  only  person 
yet  hurt  by  the  Chrbtino  gunners ;  but  we  could 
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perceive  that  they  were  improving  in  their  aim : 
several  times  during  the  morning  of  the  26th,  they 
scattered  the  General's  staff  on  the  ridge  of  St. 
Domingo,  the  wind  of  the  balls  whipping  off  caps 
and  giving  their  owners  a  bodily  shake  in  passing. 
One  lodged  in  the  face  of  the  hill,  just  over  my  left 
shoulder ;  but  nobody  was  hurt,  although  the  bills 
far  and  near  were  covered  with  the  encampment ; 
if  I  may  be  permitted  to  apply  tlie  term  to  a 
bivouac  which  did  not  exhibit  a  second  hut  or  a 
single  yard  of  canvas. 

At  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  we  could  observe 
from  the  heights,  that  somebody  had  &llen  in  the 
mortar  battery  on  the  Rotura  de  Begona,  and  we 
heard  with  grief  that  the  Brigadier  Cuello  had  been 
killed.  He  was  deeply  regretted,  both  as  a  soldier 
and  a  man  of  the  most  amiable  disposition  and  gen- 
tlemanly conduct  He  was  commandant-general  of 
the  artillery  of  Navarre,  and  had  distinguished  him- 
self for  skill  and  bravery  during  the  late  war  in  Por- 
tugal, in  his  capacity  of  General  of  artillery  of  the 
forces  of  Dom  Miguel.  Since  he  entered  the  service 
of  Don  Carlos,  he  had  proved  hisabilityby  thebattery 
that  took  the  fort  of  Zubiri,  in  Navarre,  where,  having 
effected  a  breach,  he  stormed  the  place  with  his  own 
artilleros,  and  was  the  third  who  entered  at  the  -as- 
sault. His  death  was  caused  by  hb  stepping  out 
of  the  Rotura,  to  watch  the  effect  of  a  shell  directed 
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against  the  heavy  guns  in  Fort  Larrinaga,  (whose 
position  was  sach  as  to  sweep  the  line  of  road  by 
which  the  ammunition  came  to  the  mortar  battery), 
when  the  response,  a  chance  shot,  which  he  had 
gone  into  the  way  of,  killed  him  on  the  spot,  the 
first  slain  in  the  camp  !  I  had  enjoyed  the  pleasure 
of  his  society  whilst  at  Estella,  and  experienced  a 
degree  of  attention  and  kindness  on  his  part,  which, 
though  a  perfect  stranger  to  Navarre,  had  made 
me  feel  quite  at  home  in  his  society,  and  which  I 
was  conscious  flowed  entirely  from  the  exuberant 
goodness  of  heart  he  was  endowed  with  *.  He  was 
succeeded  in  the  command  of  the  battery  by  Captain 
Plaza,  assisted  by  Captain  I^Erhouart  At  noon, 
the  General  of  artillery,  Don  Juan  Montenegro 
was  borne  out  of  the  breaching  battery,  wounded 
by  a  cannon  ball  in  the  lefk  arm:  another  brave 
man  whom  I  had  in  a  short  acquaintance  learned  to 
admire  and  esteem.  The  Carlist  generals  have  no 
sinecure !  So  much  is  to  be  done,  and  with  so 
little  means,  that  it  is  indispensable  they  put  their 
own  hands  to  the  work,  or  see  it  done  under  their 
own  eyes.  Two  of  the  most  experienced  men  in 
the  ordnance  department  were  now  hors  de  combat, 
and  the  batteries  must  have  worked  under  great 

>  Hit  widow  bM  been  allowed  a  pension  allotted  tbe  rank  of 
UarUeal  de  Campo,  a  grade  equivalent  to  our  Migor-GeneimL 
12 
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disadvantages.  In  that  before  St  Augustin,  Cap- 
tain Rochefoucault  commanded,  and  was  every 
moment  widening  the  breach  at  Fort  Mallona.  But 
he  and  his  men  were  severely  exposed  to  heavy 
shot,  shells  and  musketry ;  the  latter  from  the  con- 
vent which  had  been  filled  with  sharp-shooters  for 
his  annoyance.  The  other  battery  of  Ulibarri  was 
worked  by  Colonel  Urrutia  and  Captain  Trovo. 

The  Rotura  de  Begoiia  had  slackened  its  fire  in 
the  absence  of  a  good  supply  of  large  shells,  and 
probably  the  death  of  poor  Cuello  also  interfered 
with  their  arrangements,  but  they  soon  began  to 
pour  forth  large  and  small  briskly  again.  The  town 
forts  replied  with  great  energy,  but  no  additional 
effect,  except  on  the  lower  side  where  they  sent  a 
number  of  shells  into  a  large  building  on  the  bank 
of  the  river,  consisting  of  two  houses,  named  the 
Casa  de  Goyerri,  and  Casa  de  Endorica,  to  deprive 
the  Carlist  infantry  of  so  much  shelter  in  their 
attacks  on  the  convent.  The  latter  driven  out, 
joined  in  setting  them  on  fire.  At  half-past  five 
P.M.  these  two  houses  were  in  flames,  and  soon  shed 
a  dangerous  light  on  the  breaching  battery,  its 
protecting  infantry,  and  the  road  leading  from  the 
heights  by  which  the  Carlist  cannon  arrived,  and 
by  which  ammunition  might  otherwise  have  been 
sent  in  safety.  Several  of  Captain  Rochefoucault*s 
artillery-men  fell,  or  were  obliged  to  leave  the  bat-* 
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tery  severely  wounded  by  the  bursting  shells.  He 
was  however  battering  Fort  Mallona  to  dust,  and 
the  breach  was  at  that  hour  pronounced  practicable 
(although  the  ascent  of  the  bank  to  arrive  at  it  is 
a  task  for  a  man  with  both  hands  at  liberty,)  where- 
upon the  third  provisional  battalion  of  Castile  sent 
a  request  to  the  General  to  be  allowed  to  share  with 
leg  etrangires  the  dangers  and  glories  of  the  assault. 
The  artilleros  of  Mallona  were  seen  anxiously  trying 
to  repair  the  breach  with  sand  bags  as  fast  as  it 
was  made,  but  in  vain. 

At  six  in  the  evening,  orders  were  given  for  the 
assault  The  volunteers  prepared  for  the  attack, 
and  descended  the  hills  in  the  dusk  to  take  up  a 
position  before  Fort  Mallona,  under  the  command 
of  Baron  de  Los  Valles  who  volunteered  to  lead 
the  storming  party.  It  consisted  of  three  compa- 
nies and  a  half  (about  150  men)  of  the  Foreign  Le- 
gion, and  double  that  number  of  the  Provisional 
battalion  of  Castile.  Five  companies  had  been 
sent,  under  Don  Manuel  Basterra,  (Ayudante  to 
General  Villa  Real,)  to  make  a  diversion  on  the 
left  against  the  convent  of  Begoiia  and  also  agsdnst 
the  town  at  the  side  of  Fort  Larrinaga.  The 
first,  fifth,  and  sixth  battalion  of  Biscay,  were  or- 
dered to  be  in  readiness  to  support  the  storming 
party.  General  Guergue,  who  commanded  the  line, 
also  descended  the  heigbts-to  see  the  reinforcements 
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properly  disposed.  It  was  a  serious  undertakings 
for  there  were  within  the  walls  a  regiment  of  800 
Urbanos  deeply  compromised  by  the  part  they  had 
taken  against  their  countrymen  in  the  two  sieg^ 
It  was  known  they  would  fight  like  devils.  Next 
150  Peseteros,  desperadoes  of  the  first  blood,  and 
lastly,  five  battalions  of  the  line,  of  between  800 
and  900  men  each,  say  5000  men  including  the 
little  garrisons  in  the  outlying  forts. 

After  the  departure  of  the  storming  party  I  con- 
tinued sitting  on  the  hill  with  the  General  and  his 
staff, — all  watching  with  deep  anxiety  the  progress 
of  events  in  the  valley.  The  moon  did  not  rise, 
and  a  dense  dew-mist  chilled  the  smoke  of  the 
cannonade  till  it  fell  like  a  sheet  on  the  town,  the 
river  and  the  fields  at  the  base  of  St.  Domingo. 
Nothing  was  heard  or  seen  till  half-past  seven, 
except  the  rushing  flight  of  shells  and  the  roar  of 
the  Carlist  breaching  cannonade  against  fort  Mal- 
lona  and  its  neighbour  La  Parra.  (The  former 
when  I  last  saw  it,  before  dusk,  was  one  ruin, — 
its  shattered  ordnance  lying  silent  and  exposed  to 
view;  but  it  stood  like  a  promontory,  the  lowest 
point  in  the  chain  of  forts,  —  merely  connected 
by  a  narrow  passage  along  the  line  of  defence, 
which  was  easily  cut  off;  and  so  might  be  ren- 
dered useless  to  a  foe  who  succeeded  in  sUmn- 
ing  iu      The  Christine  workmen  were  all  day 
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seen  from  the  heights  busy  incessantly  behind  this 
wall,  repairing  and  reconstructing,  evidently  ex* 
pecting  the  attack  by  assault)     At  half-past  seven 
the  smoke  partially  cleared  away,  and  flashes  of 
musketry  on  the  extreme  right,  briskly  answered 
from  the  town,  told  us  that  the  deceptive  attadk  had 
commenced.     This  ceased,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
another  fire  at  the  distant  point  of  Larrinaga  on 
the  left  commenced,  with  shouts  of  ^^Viva  Carlos 
QmntoP*  ''Jriba!  asaltaT  (Up  to  the  assault!)— 
answered  from  the  church  of  Begona  by  musketry 
and  from  the  town  by  light  balls  and  grape-shot  in 
addition  to  the  fusillade  of  the   Urbanos.      The 
shells  from  the  distant  forts  of  Morro  and  Mira- 
valles  added  to  the  grandeur  of  the  scene.     These 
distracting  attacks  were  renewed  on  different  points 
till  forty  minutes  past  ten,  when  a  brilliant  fusil- 
lade, in  the  direction  of  the  little  fort  of  La  Parra, 
revealed  to  us  that  the  assault  had  commenced  in 
earnest,  and  that  the  storming  party  was  making 
its  grand  attempt  to  enter  by  the  breach.     Thither 
rushed  the  garrison,  and  soon  the  bastion  was  illu- 
minated by  darting  fires  up  and  down,  which  plainly 
told  that  the  assailants  and  defenders  were  in  con- 
flict— ^fosse  and  parapet    The  five  companies  again 
approached  the  town,  and  threw  in  their  quota  of 
fire  and  ^^vivas^*  till  the  line  was  brilliant  at  every 
angle  and  all  the  forts  and  ramparts  at  our  side  were 
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brightly  developed.  But  it  was  at  the  point 
La  Parra,  that  the  quick  crossing  and  at  last 
meeting  fires  clearly  indicated  that  the  foreign 
legionaries  and  the  provisionals  of  Castile  were 
engaged  in  the  assault ;  so  the  crowd  on  the 
heights  eagerly  concentrated  all  their  powers  of 
sight  and  hearing  to  ascertain  their  progress. 
Soon  the  vivas  for  *^ Carlos  Quinlo!^  redoubled;  the 
flashes  stretched  towards  the  town  and  gleamed  up 
in  massive  glow  with  dark  square  spaces  below  and 
between;  while  strange  hollow  echoes  came  softened 
to  our  ears,  and  the  fiery  showers  of  grape-shot 
were  seen  no  more  at  any  part  of  the  rampart 
Up  to  this  period  the  Carlist  batteries  had  con- 
tinued to  throw  shot  and  shells,  adding  to  the 
smoke  that  rose  from  the  heavy  fusillade,  till  at 
last  we  could  distinguish  nothing  further,  except 
that  the  firing  was  within  the  walls.  After  the 
sharp  contest  of  musketry  at  La  Parra  had  conti- 
nued till  near  half-past  eleven,  it  ceased  at  once,  and 
after  a  burst  of  loud  and  triumphant  ^^vivasy**  a  dead 
silence  prevailed  on  every  side,  which  left  us  in  the 
greatest  uncertainty.  A  soldier  now  arrived,  who 
brought  the  gratifying  intelligence  that  the  assail- 
ants had  entered  and  taken  possession  of  the  town; 
^~but  he  had  seen  nothing  of  the  troops  to  sup- 
port them.  A  second  arrival,  a  lancer,  came  to  con- 
firm the  triumph  of  the  storming  party;  they  had 
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carried  their  point,  despite  of  all  opposition,  and  he 
had  heard  their  cheers  within  La  Parra;  but  he 
also  knew  notliing  of  the  reinforcements.      Ayu- 
dantes  de  Campo  were  dispatched  to  every  quarter 
to  learn  the  cause  of  delay  and  to  hasten  the  con- 
certed   movement      Lord    Ranelagh  and   Count 
Valdeck  who  had  been  down  to  the  spot  to  watch 
the  result,  at  length  brought  intelligence  of  the 
reverse  that  had  occurred.     The  storming  party  in 
the  absence  of  support  at  the  decisive  moment,  had 
been  obliged  to  retire  after  performing  prodigies 
of  valour.     The  Urbanos,  to  do  them  justice,  had 
fought  like  brave  men  who  had  every  thing  to  lose, 
and  who  were  not  in  the  least  intimidated  by  the 
bombardment     During  the  attack  they  exchanged 
some  very  bad  language  with  their  assailants  across 
the  fosse,  which  could  be  plainly  heard  on  the  hills, 
accompanied  by  their  singular  war-hoop — half-laugh 
half-«hout    '^Hoo!  hoo!  hoo-o-ol"  which  goes  fur- 
ther, and  expresses  more  of  lively  defiance  and  sar- 
castic triumph  than  anything  of  the  kind  I  ever  heard, 
except  at  an  Irish  Mr*     These  shouts,  the  cries  of 
the  wounded  wkich  rose  amidst  the  whizzing  and 
singing  of  balls  and  bullets  of  all  sizes,  the  rush  of 
shells,  grenades  and  fire-balls,  formed  an  orchestra 
of  discord  that  I  shall  never  forget     Seated  upon 
the  heights  of  St  Domingo,  we  occupied,  as  it 
were,  the  uppermost  bench  of  an  amphitheatre  where 
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every  sharp  sound  rose  to  us  from  the  yalley  with 
Startling  precision.  It  was  quite  obvious  whether  a 
bullet  had  struck  or  continued  its  way,  whistling  as 
it  went,  till  its  force  was  spent.  A  number  of  other 
phenomena  of  sight  and  sound,  which  by  day 
escaped  us,  also  struck  on  our  senses  with  singular 
distinctness. 

Next  morning  I  learned  the  particulars  of  the 
assault,  which  were  briefly  as  follows: — the  stormii^ 
party  by  some  mistedce  lost  their  guide  in  the 
dark  and  proceeded  till  they  came  to  a  ravine  in 
front  of  La  Parra,  instead  of  fort  Mallona  (where 
the  first  and  great  breach  was  made,  and  whither 
they  had  been  ordered  to  go,) — which  lay  more  to 
their  right  There  they  arrived  at  half-past  seven, 
unseen  by  the  enemy,  excessively  fatigued  by  the 
fascines  they  carried,  weighing  from  four  to  six 
arobas  (from  1  cwt.  to  1^  cwt.) ;  and  exposed  at 
every  ascent  of  the  uneven  ground  to  the  cross-fires 
of  forts  and  batteries.  Here  they  kept  quiet  and 
well  concealed,  resting  for  three  hours,  which 
indeed  they  required  after  their  fetiguing  march 
over  very  steep  and  broken  grounds,  unable  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  roads  which  would  have 
smoothed  their  way.  The  men  were,  however,  in 
high  spirits  at  the  idea  of  the  glory  of  taking  the 
capital  of  Biscay  from  the  Christinos,  and  in  the 
haste  of  the  descent,  even  left  their  brandy  behind. 
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At  half-past  ten  o'clock  they  moved  forward  to  the 
aasaolt,  while  the  Urbanos  were  occupied  by  the 
feints  made  by  Don  Manuel  Basterra  on  the  other 
points.  However,  the  g^uard  of  La  Parra,  (kept  on 
the  qui  vive  by  the  previous  false  attacks  on  differ- 
ent points,)  caught  sight  of  the  force  advancing  to 
the  true  one,  and  poured  in  a  heavy  fire  on  them 
ere  they  could  approach  the  fosse.  Those  who 
carried  the  fascines  threw  them  down  on  the  spot, 
and,  with  the  instinct  of  self-preservation,  took 
to  their  arms,  blazed  away  at  the  garrison,  and 
finally  leaped  the  ditch  or  scrambled  into  breach 
and  embraznre  as  best  they  could — ^the  fiiscines 
being  two  or  three  perches  off.  The  assault  and 
entry  were  made  with  great  gallantry,  amidst  a 
dreadful  shower  of  grape  shot  prepared  for  them, 
and  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  from  the  fort  guard. 
Lieutenant  Adolphe  D'Argy,  of  the  Foreign  Le- 
gion, a  tall  and  powerful  man,  (whose  gallant  con- 
duct was  highly  admired  during  the  late  Christtno 
incursion  towards  Estella)  ifras  one  of  the  foremost 
to  clamber  up  the  breach  and  kill  two  artillerymen 
at  their  guns,  by  hurling  a  couple  of  paving  stones 
at  their  heads.  The  fort  guard  was  then  chased 
away  amidst  loud  shouts  for  Carlos  Quintof  which 
attracted  strong  reinforcements  of  the  garrison  to 
the  spot;  when  the  few  who  had  then  entered  were 
driven  down  the  breach  again  at  the  point  of  the 

k4 


200  RETREAT   OF   THE   ASSAILANTS. 

bayonet  Again  the  storming  party  collected  and 
formed  for  the  assault,  their  outstanding  comrades 
pouring  in  a  destructive  fire,  though  exposed  at 
every  moment  to  one  equally  dangerous  from  their 
own  batteries  which  continued  to  play  on  this 
point,  apparently  in  ignorance  of  the  real  assault 
on  La  Parra,  although  a  messenger  had  been  sent 
to  warn  them;  but  it  seems  he  never  reached  Captain 
Rochefoucault ; — probably  killed  by  the  cross  fires. 
The  garrison  now  rushed  into  the  fort,  manned  the 
walls  and  poured  a  heavy  fire  on  their  assailants, 
who  prudently  retired  and  drew  up  in  a  hollow 
space  at  some  distance  from  the  lines,  sheltered 
from  the  fire  of  the  Carlist  batteries,  and  partially 
from  that  of  the  garrison  ; — there  they  remained 
tor  a  while,  firing  away,  being  stiU  in  hopes  diat 
the  arrival  of  reinforcements  would  enable  them  to 
retake  the  city.  But  the  grape  shot  and  fusillade 
of  the  garrison  was  renewed  and  continued  with 
ardour : — no  reinforcement  arrived  (probably  from 
the  delay  caused  by  the  necessity  of  going  around 
over  very  broken  ground,  to  avoid  the  shot  and 
shells  of  the  forts) ;  so  after  replying  to  the  fire  of 
the  garrison  for  about  twenty  minutes,  the  storming 
party  withdrew  to  the  ravine  where  they  had  found 
shelter  previous  to  the  attack,  and  there  halted  and 
preserved  strict  silence  for  about  twenty  minutes 
more.     The  garrison  believing  that  their  enemies 
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had  marched  to  renew  the  assault  on  some  other 
point,  also  ceased  firing  and  kept  careful  watch 
along  their  line.  The  Carlists  then  silently  re- 
turned)  and  carried  off  their  wounded.  The  Baron 
de  los  Valles,  who  remained  to  see  the  sufferers 
brought  up  on  their  comrades*  shoulders  and  sent 
to  the  Hospital  at  Skimudio,  was  reported  to  be 
amongst  the  slain.  Next  morning  he  was  received 
in  the  camp  as  one  risen  from  the  dead.  Some 
of  his  friends  were  inquiring  about  his  body; 
others  had  already  given  directions  that  masses 
should  be  said  for  his  soul ;  and  the  Alcalde  of  a 
neighbouring  village  refused  to  honour  his  order  for 
racionuy  on  the  very  justifiable  plea  that  dead  men 
could  not  eat.  Orsini,  the  brave  commandant  of  the 
Foreign  Legion,  was  killed  in  front  of  the  breach. 
Amongst  those  who  entered  it  and  returned  alive, 
were  Lieutenant  Charles  D'Argy  (brother  of 
Adolphe)  and  a  young  French  officer  of  the  Engi- 
neers (Captain  Villiers),  who  had  walked  down  the 
hill  with  the  Foreign  Legion  and  afterwards  walked 
into  the  fire  with  them,  armed  only  with  his  sword ; 
but  a  wounded  man  soon  resigned  his  musket  and 
cartridges  to  his  use.  He  then  dashed  on  witli 
the  rest,  one  of  the  most  effective  of  the  party. 
Young,  light,  and  agile,  he  climbed  up  into  the 
breach  on  the  shoulders  of  a  tall  German,  who 
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kindly  lent  him  a  lift ;  but  he  was  scarcely  up,  when 
he  was  felled  by  a  blow  of  a  Christino  musket 
The  bayonet  was  the  next  moment  at  his  breast ; 
when  a  shot  from  the  tall  German,  who  had  just 
gained  the  parapet,  laid  the  Urbano  prostrate,  and 
saved  the  young  captain  for  another  day.  Next 
morning  he  received  a  downright  scolding  from  his 
old  General  Sylvestre,  who  asked  in  the  true  spirit 
of  a  disciplinarian,  <<  Who  ordered  you  to  go  there, 
Sir?     I  might  have  wanted  you  here  !" 

Lieutenant  Adolphe  D'Arg^y  returned  with  three 
musket  shot  holes  through  his  frock  and  trowsers, 
but  in  a  whole  skin  nevertheless,  for  which  it  is 
difficult  to  account,  for  his  musket  was  seen  splin* 
tered  to  pieces  by  grape-shot  as  he  raised  it  to  fire 
while  approaching  the  parapet.     It  was  then  that 
in  default  of  better  weapons  he  took  to  stones.     I 
was  assured  that  fully  120  of  the  Foreign  L^on 
passed  the  breach,  and  I  fully  believe  that  if  the 
promised  reinforcements  had  arrived  in  time,  the 
town  would  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  Don 
Carlos.     We  may  fairly  estimate  the  moral  force 
in  operation  at  each  side  by  the  £Btct,  that  the  Car- 
lists  thought  it  only  necessary  to  send  1000  men 
(450  to  storm  the  breach,  and  550  more  to  support 
them,)  against  a  garrison  (strongly  defended  by 
regular  lines  and  forts)  of  between  4000  and  5000. 
Knowing  that  the  storming  party  had  entered, 
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those  who  remained  on  the  heights  could  not 
believe  that  it  was  within  the  power  of  the  Chri»» 
tinoe  to  drive  them  out  again;  and  when  Lord 
Ranelagh  and  Count  Valdeck  returned  with  the 
actual  news  of  the  repulse  which  the  Foreign 
L^on  had  sustained,  they  found  the  General  and 
everybody  incredulous. 

The  next  day  the  bombardment  was  continued, 
but  went  on  rather  slowly,  greater  attention  being 
paid  to  the  projection  of  the  shells.  However,  con- 
siderable  doubts  were  expressed  as  to  the  policy 
of  continuing,  or,  indeed,  of  having  adopted  such 
a  proceeding  against  the  city.  It  ought,  according 
to  all  the  considerations  of  humanity  and  the  rules 
of  civilized  warfiEtre,  to  be  only  employed  in  cases 
of  stem  necessity,  with  the  view  of  bringing  a 
siege  to  a  speedy  termination  by  the  moral  as  well 
as  material  injury  it  inflicted  on  the  defenders  pre- 
paratory to  an  assault.  In  this  case,  however,  the 
bombardment  rather  produced  irritation  than  in- 
timidation ;  the  property  of  friends  and  foes  also 
suffered  alike ;  not,  however,  to  the  extent  that  was 
anticipated,  for  M.  Lizoire's  incendiary  balls  by 
no  means  realised  the  expectations  formed  of  them 
either  by  Carlists  or  Christines.  Indeed,  con- 
structed as  the  fortifications  were,  it  was  quite  pos- 
sible to  take  the  town  without  any  artillery,  by  a 
surprise  and  assault  well  supported.      The  only 
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ditch  is  neither  wide  nor  deep» — ^the  parapet  might 
be  easily  passed — and,  these  two  obstacles  over- 
come, the  place  would  be  defenceless  despite  of  all 
the  artillery  on  the  ramparts.  An  instructive  in- 
cident occurred  in  the  course  of  the  assault, — the 
storming  party  passed  the  ditch  without  fascines  or 
ladders, — stepping  on  each  other's  stuck-bayonets 
and  shoulders! 

An  official  report  of  all  the  killed  and  wounded, 
up  to  the  date  of  October  27,  two  o'clock  p.m. 
announced  twenty-five  infantry  killed  and  113 
wounded.  Of  these  fourteen  were  killed  and  fifty- 
five  wounded  the  previous  night,  eight  killed  and 
nineteen  wounded  belonged  to  the  Foreign  Legion, 
and  six  killed  and  thirty-six  wounded  to  the  Casti- 
lian  Provisionals,  also  engaged  in  the  assault  There 
were  besides  six  artillerymen  killed  and  sixteen 
wounded  in  the  batteries.  The  latter  were  much  an- 
noyed towards  the  side  of  the  convent  St.  Augusdn, 
and  it  was  thought  that  the  breaching  cannon  would 
have  a  better  effect  if  distributed  anew;  so  during 
the  night  a  couple  of  pieces  (thirty-six  and  twenty- 
four  pounders)  were  sent  from  the  first  position, 
near  the  convent,  to  another  between  that  battery 
and  the  second,  erected  at  Ulibarri.  The  garrison 
on  their  part  did  their  utmost  to  repair  the  extreme 
northern  fort, .  Mallona,  and  to  throw  up  works  to 
top  the  ingress  of  assailants  by  that  route. 
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If  an  illustration  be  required  of  the  feelings  with 
which  Spaniards  enter  into  a  combat,  and  of  the 
miseries  which  must  attend  their  civil  wars,  it  will 
be  found  in  the  £Eict  that  there  were  several  sons  in 
the  Carlist  army  whose  fathers  were  Urbanos  in 
Bilbao!  The  latter  enrolled  in  their  ranks  all  from 
the  ages  of  fourteen  to  sixty.  They  played  a 
desperate  game,  and  looked  on  the  probable  de- 
struction of  their  property  in  the  dty  as  a  trifle 
compared  with  the  consequences  of  defeat  Hence 
their  energy ;  hence  San  Miguel  found  them  the 
most  effective  part  of  his  garrison !  On  the  outside, 
all  was  life  and  activity  to  hasten  the  siege  and 
accomplish  the  capture  while  the  good  weather 
lasted.  The  country  was  still  clothed  with  all  the 
rich  verdure  of  iautumn; — only  the  fig-trees  had 
yet  shed  their  leaves.  The  valleys  which  environed 
St  Domingo  presented  on  every  hand  evidence  of 
natural  fertility  and  high  cultivation.  That  which 
kiy  on  the  Bilbao  side  appeared  like  a  series  of 
gardens  and  country  seats :  as  the  spectator  looked 
around  on  the  other  side  from  the  ancient  Ermitana 
that  crowns  the  summit,  his  eye  alighted  on  the  vil- 
lages of  Zamudio,  Derrio,  Luchoa,  Erandia,  Azua, 
Sondica,  Lexona  and  Algorta,  sweeping  in  a  long 
oval  valley  till  the  eye  returned  by  Portugalete, 
Olaveaga  and  Deusto,  to  rest  on  Bilbao  again. 
.    The  contrast  presented  by  the  mountains,  clad  as 
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they  were  in  heath  and  furze  above  the  line  of  oaks 
and  chestnuts,  rendered  the  scene  still  more  impres- 
sive* These  heights  have  all  the  natural  accessories 
of  a  good  position  for  a  summer  encampment, — ^be- 
ing furnished  with  wood,  water,  bedding,  and  brows- 
ing, and  one  excellent  road  leading  from  the  heart 
of  the  Carlist  resources,  right  through  the  midst  of 
the  hills,  (everywhere  commanded  by  them,)  to 
the  besieged  town — the  capital  of  Biscay.  I  say 
for  summer,  because  in  winter  it  is  impossible  for 
any  troops  (and  tliese  mountaineers  are  amongst 
the  hardiest  in  the  world)  to  remain  there,  exposed 
to  a  degree  of  cold  and  damp  combined  which  is 
sufficient  to  convert  fingers  and  toes  into  icicles. 

On  the  27  th,  thirty-one  deserters  from  the  Chris- 
tino  lines  at  Vitoria  and  Navarre,  arrived  at  the 
camp,  in  four  several  parties.  During  the  night,  the 
rain  fell  in  torrents  and  continued  at  intervals  on 
the  28th,  so  that  the  army  began  to  fear  that  Bilbao 
would  escape  by  the  mere  access  of  winter.  The 
troops  were  still  in  their  summer  clothing,  and 
although  they  had  hitherto  been  very  comfortable 
and  effective  in  their  light  linen  trousers  and 
hempen  sandals,  it  was  impossible  that  they  could 
endure  half  a  dozen  such  nights,  (destitute  as  they 
were  of  any  protection  except  what  they  could  get 
up  in  the  shape  of  rude  huts  formed  of  branches 
interlaced  with  heath,)  without  being  reduced  to  a 
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condition  that  wonld  oblige  them  to  continue  their 
winter's  campaign  in  the  hospital.  The  28th  was 
however,  partially  fine,  and  the  General  made  the 
most  of  it,  directing  the  fire  of  the  new  battery  (the 
4th)  against  the  conirent  of  St.  Augostin,  which 
San  Miguel  had  filled  with  sharp-shooters  who  se- 
riously annoyed  the  breaching  battery.  There  was, 
I  believe,  an  intention  of  trying  another  assault, 
(with  all  the  lights  which  experience  could  furnish 
as  to  the  causes  of  fidlure  on  the  first  attempt ;) 
but  the  heavy  storm  of  rain  which  set  in,  sufficed 
to  derange  every  operation  of  this  nature. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  day,  while  the 
sun  shone  bright  on  the  town  and  the  batteries, 
numbers  thronged  the  hills  that  overlooked  them, 
to  witness  the  progress  of  the  siege,  as  usual,  and 
be  shot  at  by  los  fuertes  del  Circo,  La  Parra, 
and  Campo  Santo.  I  cannot  account  for  it,  but  the 
Christino  gunners  always  <<  fancied  us**  more  par- 
ticularly at  the  period  of  Corporal  Trim's  love  fits, 
that  is  to  say  ^*of  a  morning."  This  particular 
moming  (the  28th),  General  Fernando  Zavala  (to 
whose  kind  assistance  I  was  indebted  for  the 
comforts  of  bed  and  board  on  the  heights  of  St 
Domingo)  was  standing  along  with  Brigadier  Orca- 
sitas,  while  General  Simon  de  la  Torre  stood 
between  them,  in  front  of  the  General's  hut.  Just 
then  a  twenty-four  pound  shot  from  Del  Circo  came, 

12 
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with  admirable  precision  into  the  midst  of  the 
^oup,  going  right  through  the  ample  cloak  of  Za- 
vala, carrying  off  half  the  skirt  of  that  of  Orcasitas, 
as  they  amicably  fluttered  in  the  breeze,  and 
shaking  the  pantiles  on  the  General's  hat  behind. 
It  was  a  sight  for  Cruikshank,  as  they  looked  at 
each  other,  looked  at  their  skirts  and  then  looked 
over  the  hut  for  Simon  de  la  Torre.  He  was  no- 
where to  be  seen.  "  He  was  a  brave  man !''  said  one : 
— "  A  true  Carlist !"  rejoined  the  other. — "  Thank 
you!"  said  the  missing  general  who  had  just  stepped 
aside  a  moment  before,  to  light  a  cigar,  and  so  lost 
his  share  of  the  shot  which  would  certainly  have 
saved  him  from  all  further  earthly  troubles. 

While  laughing  over  his  loss,  and  admiring  the 
aim  of  the  Christine  Artillero,  the  Chief  of  Staflf 
(General  Urbistoudo)  put  his  head  out  of  the  hut, 
and  very  properly  desired  they  would  all  leave  that, 
and  have  their  joke  out  somewhere  else ;  for  if 
they  stood  before  the  hut  so  directly,  the  roof  would 
inevitably  be  broken  and  the  rain  get  through.  As 
it  was,  the  rain  did  penetrate  and  the  bed  straw 
soon  became  very  wet  and  uncomfortable;  so  I  car- 
ried off  my  portfolio  to  the  Ermitana  of  St.  Do- 
mingo on  the  adjoining  summit,  which,  having  a 
waterproof  roof,  had  been  selected  as  a  station  for 
the  principal   powder  magazine.     It  served  as  a 
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coovenient  tertvUia  for  the  gossip  of  all  the  peasant 
girls  during  the  heavy  showers,  and  afforded  an 
excellent  view  from  the  portico ; — for  the  hills 
were  crowded  all  day,  despite  of  the  rain,  with 
visitors  from  the  villages  in  the  valleys  who  came 
to  spend  the  day  with  the  besiegers.  I  could  not 
but  admire  the  confidence,  good  faith  and  soci- 
ability, which  pervaded  the  camp.  There  was  a  sen- 
tinel at  the  door  indeed,  but  all  who  pleased  went 
in  and  out  at  discretion : — however,  every  body  was 
prudent  enough  to  refrain  from  entering  while  he 
had  a  cigar  in  his  mouth.  As  to  ordinary  causes 
of  alarm  or  anxiety  (in  the  English  acceptation  of 
the  word)  they  seemed  to  be  quite  insensible.  The 
Ermitana  was  built  up  on  two  sides  with  dwelling 
houses,  the  entire  forming  a  block  building,  yet 
they  seemed  to  have  no  fear  of  the  cookery  fires  at 
the  other  side  of  the  wall.  The  door  stood  open 
towards  Bilbao  for  the  sake  of  the  prospect,  but  the 
Christino  balls  and  shells  never  entered,  although 
the  magazine  was  visible  from  their  hill  forts  of 
Morro  and  Miravalles,  and  the  Carlist  artilleros 
could  plainly  be  seen  throughout  the  four  days 
which  the  siege  lasted,  carrying  their  powder  barrels 
from  it  down  to  the  mortar  battery  at  Begoiia.  How- 
ever St  Dominick,  (although  fallen  from  his  altar 
and  merely  set  steady  on  his  feet  in  the  comer,  as 
a  point  of  canonical  etiquette,)  still  preserved  the 
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magazine  from  either  round  shot  or  shells,  very 
fortunately  for  me,  as  during,  the  latter  two  days  I 
had  established  a  comfortable  writing  and  drawing 
desk  of  empty  ammunition  boxes  in  the  open  door- 
way for  the  sake  of  light  The  women  looked  on 
with  eyes  that  penetrated  through  and  through  the 
silver-paper  leaves  of  my  manifold  writer,  even  to  the 
metal  tablet ;  and  when  they  discovered  ^^  the  princi- 
ple," were  exceedingly  complimentary  to  Mr.  Wedg- 
wood. **  Not  that  there  was  any  necessity/'  they 
truly  remarked  "of  sending  a  dobk  by  a  seocmd 
messenger  through  the  Basque  provinces  when  a 
Carlist  correo  had  been  dispatched  with  the  first.  A 
Basque  confidante  would  die  sooner  than  betray  his 
trust  But  when  the  mail-bag  passed  the  frontier  and 
got  among  the  scoundrelly  Christine  consuls  and 
agents  in  such  foreign  places  as  Behobia  and  Bay- 
onne,  there  was  no  knowing  what  might  happen." 
The  children  too,  lined  the  heights  to  look  on, 
without  a  thought  of  the  risk  they  ran.  In  the  field 
before  the  Ermitana  stood  a  beautiful  girl  (whose 
eyes  would  have  turned  the  gaze  of  the  Olympic 
audience  from  those  of  Madame  Vestris),  leaning  on 
her  chire  ami,  la  sentinetta,  who  held  her  umbrella 
over  her  head  while  he  explained  the  operations 
going  on  below,  «  There,"  said  he  as  I  passed,  "  the 
garrison  is  getting  out  another  gun  in  Mallona  to 
bear  against  our  battery!"  and  then  he  cursed 
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ujiinentionably  !  I  lent  the  liappy  couple  my  teles- 
cope ;  on  which  the  sentinel,  a  very  fine  young  fel- 
low, pknted  his  musket  as  a  standard  for  the  visto. 
The  girl  after  a  short  view,  declared  that  she  could 
see  quite  as  well  with  her  own  eyes,  and  as  her 
eoDpanion  seemed  to  prefer  seeing  everything  re- 
flected therein,  my  telescope  was  returned  with 
mm^oM  graeiaSj  and  I  left  them  to  their  happiness. 
The  peasantry  were  washing  clothes  in  the  stream 
as  usual  at  the  Ulibarri  side,  regardless  of  the  can- 
nonade, as  if  they  could  not  be  hit!  But  the 
Quistino  sharp-shooters  were  doing  considerable 
misdiief  there  on  the  23th.  At  three  o'clock  p.m. 
poor  Rochefoucault  was  struck  in  the  breaching 
battery  by  two  balls,  one  through  the  head,  the 
other  through  the  body,  fired  at  the  same  instant, 
from  the  convent  of  St  Augustin.  His  death  was 
a  severe  loss. 

An  hour  afterwards,  we  beheld  an  interesting 
movement  of  the  garrison ;  a  sally  of  500  Chris- 
tinos  from  Fuerte  Mallona  and  the  Arsenal  at  the 
river-aide,  to  storm  the  batteries  and  spike  the  guns. 
These  were  defended  by  the  brave  Guias  de  Alava, 
under  their  commandant  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gavi- 
dia,  who  received  them  so  gallantly  that  the  assail- 
ants were  obliged  to  turn  and  fly  for  shelter  to 
the  forts  again. 

in  lyErhooart  was  wounded  there,   but 
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slightly.  Several  artiUeros  also  suffered  severely, 
but  the  loss  of  the  Christinos  was  so  much 
greater  in  this  arm  of  the  service  that  San  Mi* 
guel  was  obliged  to  supply  their  places  with  infan- 
try. The  Count  de  Coetlogon,  a  page  of  Charles 
X.,  who  crossed  the  frontiers  with  me,  and  imme- 
diately  obtained  a  lieutenancy  in  the  corps  of  engi- 
neers (corresponding  with  his  attainments  in  UEcok 
Polytechnique)  was  very  arduously  engaged  from 
the  commencement  of  the  siege  in  the  construction 
and  repairs  of  the  batteries,  but,  though  exposed  at 
every  moment,  happily  escaped  without  a  scratch. 
The  Prince  Don  Sebastian,  who  was  quartered  at 
Zamndio,  was  present  every  day  on  the  hills,  over- 
looking the  operations,  and  constantly  wrote  ex- 
presses of  their  progress  to  the  King. 

The  native  Basque  troops  assembled  before 
Bilbao  formed  a  very  respectable  force ;  not  perhaps 
in  the  English  or  French  sense  of  the  word,  their 
uniforms  being  of  various  patterns  in  the  same 
company,  few  having  stocks  or  stockings,  and  fewer 
still  having  their  shoes  blackened:  (indeed,  the 
majority  wore  sandals  instead;)  but  respectable  in 
essentials  rather  than  semblances.  They  were  per- 
fectly careless  of  danger,  wounds  and  death,  yet 
docile  and  obedient ;  highly  sensitive  and  jealous  on 
the  subjects  of  national  honour  and  individual  dig- 
nity, yet  contentedly  bearing  privations  of  clothing. 
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lodging,  pay  or  diet,  as  the  case  might  be,  which 
would  make  British  troops  fretful,  insubordinate, 
pestiferous  and  useless  (vide  St  Sebastian).  I  have 
been  amongst  these  fine  fellows  day  and  night  on 
the  hills  where,  though  they  were  exposed  to  all  wea- 
thers unprotected,  and  experiencing  what  I  once 
heard  an  Irish  beggar  describe  as  **  the  height  of 
inclemency,  and  no  usage  to  mend  it,"  I  have  never 
heard  them  grumbling,  or  found  them  seeking  to 
drown  their  cares  in  aguardiente.  I  never  saw  a 
drunken  or  quarrelsome  man  amongst  them,  and 
never  heard  of  such  a  thing  as  a  flogging.  I  heard, 
indeed  of  an  intended  robbery  at  Estella,  and  saw 
the  man  who  saw  the  man  who  heard  of  one  actually 
committed  there  (a  boyna  being  snatched  off  some- 
body's head  at  night.)  Such  a  thing  might  occur 
in  Navarre  (for  I  lost  a  pair  of  spurs  there),  but 
I  believe  it  to  be  impossible  in  the  mountains  of 
Biscay.  I  left  my  knapsack,  my  portfolio,  my 
doak,  my  telescope,  my  pocket  flask,  &c,  in  any 
hut  or  magazine  that  I  found  most  convenient, 
and  nobody  meddled  with  a  single  article.  In  the 
pauses  of  war  all  were  gay  as  larks,—- chatting, 
joking,  card  playing,  or  singing  **d  la  gloria.** 

The  Biscayan  paysanaSf  young  and  old,  went 
through  the  camp  whenever  they  pleased,  fearless 
and  unchallenged.  It  was  to  them  only  a  la^  as- 
sembly of  friends  and  acquaintances  where  they 
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were  as  safe  and  free  from  insult  as  in  their  own 
houses.  They  are,  indeed,  a  truly  honest,  innocent, 
and  amiable  people,  and  I  felt  much  more  at  home 
amongst  them,  than  ever  I  could  amongst  the  pear 
santry  of  England.  Seeing  with  what  singleness  of 
heart  and  true  national  feeling  they  combated  for 
the  honour  and  independence  of  their  native  land,  I 
could  not  help  viewing  the  deaths  of  all  slain  by  the 
mercenaries  of  San  Sebastian,  as  so  many  murders, 
instigated  and  virtually  perpetrated,  by  Lord  Pal- 
merston.  I  am  willing  to  believe  that  he  plunged 
his  country  into  this  disgraceful  ^*  naval  warfiEffe"  in 
absolute  ignorance  of  the  intelligence,  unity,  power 
and  perseverance  which  distinguish  this  peculiar 
people,  or  he  never  would  have  committed  himself 
in  an  attempt  to  force  on  them  the  yoke  of  a  nmninal 
Qjueeny  whose  personal  weakness  they  despise,  and 
whose  savage  club-law  rulers  they  abhor:  a  people 
who  know  their  strength  and  rights  so  perfectly, 
that  they  will  not  even  concede  to  their  own  che- 
rished and  patriotic  SeHar^  the  title  of  King ! 
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CHAPTER  XL 

Decidedly  bad  weather  having  rendered  the  con- 
tiniianoe  of  the  siege  impossible,  I  left  the  heights 
of  St.  Domingo  on  the  29th  of  October,  and  rode 
to  Durango  amidst  a  storm  which  frequently  obli- 
ged my  mole  to  stop  lest  she  should  be  blown 
iway,  as  well  as  to  shake  the  hail  out  of  her  ears. 
During  the  previous  night  and  all  that  day  the 
General  was  wisely  occupied  in  removing  his  artil- 
lery, &c^  to  Zamudio  to  undergo  repairs.  His  men 
too,  needed  rest,  and  were  allowed  to  take  it,  in 
the  conviction  that  as  soon  as  the  weather  cleared, 
all  would  be  ready  to  return  with  fresh  vigour  and 
efficiency  to  the  siege.  The  King  had  given  the 
order  ^  Bilbao  is  to  be  taken !"  The  &ctories  were 
at  work  night  and  day,  preparing  ammunition  and 
supplies ;  so,  although  the  tops  of  all  the  mountains 
were  covered  with  ludl  and  the  weather  was  in- 
tensely cold,  every  one  wore  the  aspect  of  activity 
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and  determination.  Don  Carlos  returned  from 
Elorrio  to  Durango  on  the  30th  of  October  to  be 
nearer  the  scene  of  action.  Do|i  Sebastian  arrived 
from  Zamudio,  General  Villa  Real  from  St.  Do- 
mingo : — ^a  general  council  was  held,  and  all  was  acti- 
vity and  energy.  It  was  expected  that  by  the  time 
the  weather  cleared  up,  the  Count  Casa  Eguia 
would  be  able  to  lend  his  valuable  assistance  at  the 
siege.  His  scientific  attainments  as  a  military  man 
were  known  to  be  of  the  first  class,  and  his  successful 
assaults  on  Plencia,  Lequetio  and  Guetaria  the 
year  before,  had  established  his  &me  as  '^  the  man 
for  a  siege/'  so  all  eyes  were  now  turned  on  him. 
Fresh  forces  were  ordered  up,  while  twenty-two 
battalions  lay  round  the  town  in  a  double  cor- 
don, maintaining  the  blockade  under  Don  Castor 
and  Simon  de  la  Torre.  Four  artillery  officers 
arrived  on  thedOtb,  to  offer  their  services  (three  of 
the  Royal  Guard  of  Madrid,  the  fourth  from  Prus- 
sia), and  were  speedily  employed.  The  funeral  ob- 
sequies of  Brigadier  Cuello  and  Captain  Rochefou- 
cault  were  performed  in  the  church  of  the  Palace  at 
Zamudio  on  the  morning  of  the  29th,  before  I 
returned  to  Durango.  The  bodies  were  carried 
from  the  camp  along  the  road  with  military  honours^ 
and  attended  by  the  companies  of  artilleros  whom 
they  had  commanded  so  bravely,  as  iiar  as  their  duty 
would  permit.     The  latter  then  returned  to  their 


THE   8IEOB   ADJOURNED.  217 

task  of  removing  the  last  of  the  guns  from  the  bat- 
teries, and  succeeded  in  saving  every  thing  except 
the  sand-bags.  The  conduct  of  the  obsequies  was 
oontinaed)  under  the  superintendence  of  Colonel 
Lacy,  Adjutant  General  of  the  artillery.  The 
remains  of  poor  Rochefoucault  were  deposited  and 
secured  in  a  coffin,  of  which  the  key  was  forwarded 
to  his  &ther,  the  Marquis,  in  France. 

Hail,  rain,  and  very  chilly  weather  still  pre- 
vailed, and  as  it  was  found  absolutely  impossible  to 
do  anything  effective  against  Bilboa  while  it  con- 
tinued, the  troops  were  withdrawn,  (on  the  4th 
November,)  and  comfortably  lodged  in  the  vil- 
lages around ; — the  wounded  in  Zamudio  and  in  the 
adjacent  casarios  (or  farm-houses),  where  they  met 
with  every  attention.  The  Prince,  Don  Sebastian, 
resided  there  during  the  siege,  and  visited  the 
hospital  as  well  as  the  camp  every  day ;  doing  all 
in  his  power  to  relieve  and  cheer  the  sufferers. 
On  his  departure  he  presented  every  wounded 
private  with  a  dollar,  and  every  officer  with  ten — 
sums  which  sound  very  small  in  English  ears,  but 
which  caused  very  grateful  sensations  in  Biscayan 
hearts,  and  were  truly  acceptable  in  time  of  war,  in 
winter  and  in  an  hospital.  The  losses  and  sufferings 
of  the  Christines  were  truly  deplorable,  according 
to  the  accounts  brought  by  those  who  escaped  from 
the  town.     It  was  said  that  900  had  been  buried  or 
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walls  were  strong,  indeed,  and  the  door  was  at  the 
town  side ;  but  the  thirty-two  pounder  would  have 
overcome  the  former,  and  a  pot  of  tar  with  some 
faggots  have  opened  the  latter.  Zumalacarregui 
smoked  several  obstinate  garrisons  out  of  such 
strong  holds.  However,  this  position  might  have 
been  stronger,  and  the  bombardiers  less  at  their 
ease,  if  Lord  John  Hay's  plans  had  been  put  into 
execution  when  he  landed  at  Bilbao  with  500 
marines  in  June  1835,  and  proposed  to  fortify  it ; — 
an  oflfer  which  the  Christinos  in  their  wisdom,  re- 
fused to  avail  themselves  of.  It  was  another  subject 
of  surprise  that  the  assault  was  not  made  with  all 
the  disposable  forces  lying  around  the  town,  and  in 
the  day-time,  or  at  least  at  day-break,  when  all 
danger  of  friends  firing  on  each  other  would  have 
been  avoided.  The  Scotch  have  a  very  true 
saying,  daily  proved  by  Spanish  practice,  viz. 
*^  Nothing  is  easier  than  to  make  mistakes  !"  Some 
excellent  illustrations  of  the  adage  are  afforded  in  a 
report  addressed  by  the  Christino  General  Arraoz, 
to  the  Queen's  Minister-at-War,  dated  Bilbao  the 
29th  October,  1836. 

^^  Seeing  the  walls  giving  way,  and- judging  that 
an  assault  could  be  easily  made,  the  enemy  at- 
tempted it  at  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  and  attained 
the  parapet ;  but,  having  charged  them  with  un- 
equalled intrepidity,  we  precipitated  them  into  the 
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fosse,  where  they  left  about  200  men  either  killed 
or  wounded/' 

In  the  first  place,  the  assault  was  not  made  at 
the  ostensible  breach  where  ^*  the  walls  were  giving 
way,"  and  where  the  garrison  doubtless  expected 
it,  at  Fort  Mallona;  but  at  the  smaUer  fort  (La 
Parra)  to  the  lefit,  where  they  were  in  some  degree 
taken  by  surprise  (as  the  Duke  of  Wellington  took 
the  French  at  Badajoz)  through  an  embrasure,  one 
side  of  which  only  was  injured  by  the  batteries. 
Next,  only  fourteen  Carlists  were  killed  and  fifty- 
five  wounded,  at  the  assault.  All  the  latter  were 
carried  safely  away  by  their  comrades  soon  after 
the  fire  had  ceased,  and  none  left  in  the  fort  or 
fosse  but  the  dead^  whom  the  garrison  could  count  at 
leisnre,  and  whose  numbers  their  General  cautiously 
refrains  from  giving.  During  the  whole  siege, 
(which  lasted  three  days  after  the  assault,)  the 
entire  amount  killed,  including  peasants  and  those 
who  died  of  their  wounds,  was,  as  near  as  I  could 
ascertain,  forty,  and  the  wounded  200.  The  writer 
continues : — 

'<  This  attack,  and  those  which  followed  during 
the  whole  night,  prevented  the  reconstruction  of 
oar  batteries  with  a  proper  degree  of  solidity,  so 
that  on  the  morrow  not  only  were  they  unable  to 
fire,  but  they  were  again  destroyed.'' 

Arraoz  must  have  been  dreaming  **  the  whole 
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night"  of  fresh  attadu.  Not  a  shot  was  fired  within 
or  without  the  town  from  half-past  eleven,  when 
the  storming  party  was  repulsed,  till  day  break.  I 
was  on  the  hills  all  the  previous  day  and  all  night 
till  near  sunrise  again,  and  did  not  leave  the 
height  overlooking  the  town  until  the  assailants  had 
brought  up  the  last  of  their  wounded,  ^d  the  whole 
Carlist  camp  (with  the  exception  of  sentinels)  had 
sunk  to  repose  after  their  fatigues.  All  the 
other  (folse)  attacks  were  those  preceding  the  real 
attempt  to  storm  at  half-past  ten.  At  half-past 
eleven,  the  din  of  war  was  exchanged  for  the  most 
extraordinary  silence, — observed  on  the  part  of  the 
late  assailants  to  enable  them  to  carry  off  their 
wounded  unnoticed,  and  by  the  garrison  to  catch 
the  first  sound  of  a  still  expected  assault  on  the 
g^eat  breach  or  elsewhere. 

''The  night  following,"  continues  the  report, 
''  the  enemy  made  his  dispositions  for  a  new  assault, 
which  we  prepared  ourselves  to  sustain  ;  but  his 
soldiers,  disheartened  by  the  experience  acquired 
the  night  before,  would  not  make  the  attempt,  and 
all  the  severity  of  their  officers  could  not  compel 
them." 

This  is  an  unqualified  falsity  !  The  men,  who 
set  fiEir  less  value  on  their  lives  than  the  General 
did,  were  most  anxious  to  make  an  entry  at  all 
hazards. — The  fret  was,  that  such  heavy  raina  set 
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in,  accompanied  by  strong  wind  and  extreme  dark- 
ness, that  Villa  Real  wisely  postponed  the  attempt 
The  soil  around  Bilbao  at  the  eastern  side  where 
the  Carlist  forces  lay,  is  decidedly  clayey,  and 
after  rain,  the  toil  requisite  to  climb  the  steep  ravine 
that  lies  beneath  the  parapet  of  Fort  Mallona 
would  have  been  at  least  as  great  as  that  necessary 
to  succeed  in  catching  a  shaven,  soaped  pig, — ^not 
taking  into  account  the  additional  items  of  a  musket 
to  carry  and  shots  to  receive  both  before  and 
behind,  as  happened  in  the  previous  attack  on  a 
much  calmer  and  clearer  night. 

The  next  sentence  informs  us — 

<<  The  night  having  on  this  account  and  that  of 
the  rain,  passed  without  any  hostilities  against  the 
town,  we  succeeded  by  hard  labour  in  re-building 
the  old  parapets  and  constructing  new  ones;  so 
that  the  day  following  (the  28th)  all  the  batteries 
were  as  solidly  established  as  before  the  siege — 
firing  on  those  of  the  enemy  with  so  much  success 
that  his  were  silenced  at  all  points  at  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon/' 

This  is  rather  too  strong !  Fort  Mallona  was 
not  and  could  not  be  repaired;  so  the  besieged 
contented  themselves  with  throwing  up  defences 
in  the  back  ground,  on  which  they  mounted  two 
field  pieces  and  blazed  away  at  the  Carlists*  breach- 
ing batteries  with  a  spirit  and  perseverance  truly 
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admirable,  considering  that  their  regular  artilleros 
were  either  killed  or  wounded  and  that  their  place 
was  at  this  period  supplied  by  volunteers.  How- 
ever, all  their  gallantry  would  have  availed  little  if 
the  weather  had  held  up  and  allowed  the  lightly 
clad  Carlist  battalions  to  keep  the  hills.  Again 
the  writer  asserts — 

^'  As  it  entered  into  the  design  of  the  enemy  to 
glut  his  vengeance  on  the  town,  according  to  the 
plans  concocted  by  such  men  as  the  Bishop  of 
Leon,  Egaia  and  the  Marquis  de  Valdespina,  who 
had  come  to  witness  these  horrors,  &c." 

The  Marquis  de  Valdespina  was  present  one  day, 
accompanied  by  his  son,  and,  as  President  of  the 
deputation  of  Biscay,  it  might  be  supposed  that  he 
had  a  very  sufficient  motive  and  a  tolerable  right 
to  take  an  active  part  in  operations  for  besieging 
the  capital  of  his  province,  occupied  by  an  enemy, 
uninfluenced  by  Vampire  predilections  ; — ^but  the 
G>unt  Casa  Eguia,  (fortunately  for  the  Christinos) 
was  confined  to  his  house  in  Durango  with  gout 
the  entire  siege,  otherwise  Seiior  Arraoz  might 
have  missed  the  opportunity  of  making  such  a  re- 
port The  Archbishop  of  Leon,  who  was  also 
at  Durango  all  the  time,  is  perhaps  the  least 
inclined  of  any  man  in  Spain  to  find  amuse- 
ment in  a  bombardment  They  might  just  as  well 
accuse  Don  Carlos  of  a  taste  for  cruelty,  who  would 
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not  hurt  a  fly  !  The  Archbishop  finds  himself 
drawn  into  the  vortex  of  a  sanguinary  war  by  his 
attachment  to  his  legitimate  King,  but  all  his 
hopes  and  desires  are  turned  towards  peace,  charity 
and  mercy.  In  this  venomous  civil  war  everything 
is  misconstrued  and  misrepresented.  Both  par- 
ties are  making  serious  mistakes  every  day;  but 
the  greatest  personal  one  which  has  yet  attracted 
my  notice,  is  that  of  the  Christino  General  respect- 
ing the  temperament  and  tendencies  of  the  amiable 
Bishop  of  Leon. 

During  this  siege  no  interruption  was  attempted 
firom  without  Espartero  was  on  the  25th  of 
October  at  Haro  with  10,000  men  marching 
towards  Pancorbo  to  co-operate  in  the  movements 
against  Pablo  Sanz  in  the  Asturias.  On  the  26th 
he  was  at  Ona,  on  the  27th  at  Villarcayo,  on  the 
28th  at  Villulazara ;  and  it  was  not  till  he  heard  of 
the  defeat  of  the  Carlist  expedition  under  that 
Greneral,  that  he  turned  his  &ce  towards  Bilbao. 
Even  then  he  did  not  venture  to  approach  the 
scene  of  action  nearer  than  the  valley  of  Mena ; 
as  Villa  Real,  the  moment  he  had  withdrawn  his 
artiOery  from  the  mountains  of  St.  Domingo, 
hastened  to  Llodio  and  Zudope  to  meet  him,  and 
by  a  series  of  excellent  positions  taken  up  in  those 
wild  mountains,  kept  him  marching  an(l  counter- 
marching in  the  vicinity  of  Valmaseda  for  a  full 
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fortnight)  whilst  Eguia  renewed   the  siege  with 
ardour.     It  was  not  till  the  20th  of  November,  that 
Espartero  having  received  reinforcements  of  3000 
troops,  was  able  to  reach  Castro  Urdiales  by  a 
forced  march  from  Guriezo,  leaving  his  artillery 
behind.      Reinforcements    under   Castaneda    had 
indeed  arrived  by  sea  from  Santander,  at  Portu- 
galete  during  the  October  siege,  consisting  of  the 
two  Sarragossa  regiments  (estimated  at  2650  men, 
spared  from  the  Austurias  after  the  retreat  of  Pablo 
Sanz), — but  these  were  completely  kept  in  check 
by  Don  Castor  Andechaga ;  and  it  was  not  until 
Villa  Real  had  withdrawn  that  they  succeeded  (on 
the  morning  of  the  2nd  November),  in  slipping 
into  Bilbao.      With  their  assistance  the   garrison 
next  day  made  strong  sorties  in  the  directions  of 
Begoiia,  La  Buya  and  La  Peiia,  during  which  they 
burned  eight  excellent  houses  in  the  former  beau- 
tiful village.    A  sharp  contest  took  place,  but  they 
were  eventually  beaten  back  by  Simon  de  la  Torre 
and  Manuel  Saraza,  with  the  loss  of  from  twelve  to 
fifteen  killed  and,  it  was  believed,  of  sixty  or 
seventy  wounded.      A   very   young    Englishman 
(Ensign  Merry,  nephew  to  Don  Francisco)  who 
only  arrived  from  London  in  September,  was  in 
the  action  on  La  Pena,  the  first  of  his  fields,  or 
rather  of  his  mountains — and  was  much  admired  by 
the  Alavese  for  his  steadiness  and  sagacity.     The 
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aleet  was  pesdferoiu,  and  the  powder  so  large- 
giained,  that  the  toach-holes  of  his  company's 
moskets  were  oontinaally  beoomiog  clogged.  The 
equipment  of  the  Carlists  does  not  include  a 
krash  and  picker^  and  nobody  had  a  pin  to  spare. 
Fortonately)  youDg  Merry  had  a  little  parcel  of 
Italian  lancewood  toothpicks  in  his  pocket — ^and 
these  he  distributed  among  his  men,  who  joy- 
folly  availed  themselves  of  the  gift  (clapping  them 
bto  tlieir  mouths  as  their  hands  were  full,)  by  the 
aid  of  which  they  blazed  away  unremittingly.  On 
soeh  trifles  often  depend  the  fate  of  battles.  Next 
day  the  suffering  blockading  forces,  half  dead  with 
odd,  were  withdrawn  from  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  the  town,  out  of  the  way  of  such  unprofitable 
skirmishing. 

His  Britannic  Majesty's  brigs  Saracen  and  Minff^ 
dove  were  in  the  river  as  usual  during  the  operations 
in  October,  but  did  not  ^)proach  the  town  nearer 
than  the  Convent  of  St.  Nicholas  del  Desierto, 
where,  (we  subsequently  learned)  Captain  La- 
pidge  had  landed  his  marines  and  employed  them 
in  completing  its  fortifications,  to  which  he  con- 
tributed two  thirty-two  pounders,  and  four  of  other 
calibres,  from  the  Saraeen.  General  San  Miguel 
was  not  idle  on  his  part  in  Bilbao,  being  day  and 
night  unremittingly  occupied  in  strengthening  the 
defences;  as  he  knew  well  enough  that  the  Carlists 
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had  not  abandoDed  the  siege,  but  would  surely 
return  with  their  artillery  as  soon  as  it  was  repaired, 
and  the  weather  permitted.  In  fact  the  blockade 
was  only  rabed  during  three  days,  for  the  Carlists 
were  in  force  again  upon  the  heights  on  the  8th  of 
November,  beleaguering  the  fort  of  Banderas  de 
Archanda. 

The  greatest  changes  occurred  in  the  weather 
during  the  week  of  repose  and  preparation.  On 
the  2nd  November,  the  clouds  descended  to  the 
very  earth  at  Durango,  and  fulfilled  their  mission 
of  a  thaw  so  penetratingly  that  neither  man  nor 
mountain  could  withstand  it.  For  my  own  part,  I 
could  not  induce  the  sensation  of  warmth  by  the 
aid  of  all  the  clothing  I  could  put  on,  with  that  of  a 
brazero  for  a  footstool  in  addition.  Everybody 
else  looked  quite  as  miserable ;  and  I  was  almost 
tempted  to  take  my  seat  on  the  brazero  (Dutch 
fashion),  only  it  would  have  been  so  selfish,  and  so 
contrary  to  the  dignified  etiquette  of  Spain.  The 
drd  was  equal  to  an  English  May-day  in  beauty 
and  mildness, — but  the  sudden  change  was  rather 
enervating.  It  was  the  eve  of  San  Carlos,  and 
the  town  was  illuminated  with  candles  placed  in  the 
open  balconies  without  protection;  but  there  was 
not  the  slighest  breeze ; — the  flame  of  each  arose 
as  steadily  as  if  it  burned  within  the  best  patent 
chimney  glass.    On  the  4th  the  sun   came  out 
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with  a  power  which  drove  everybody  into  the  sh^de ; 
and  on  the  5th  it  continued  to  shine  with  all  the 
intense  heat  and  brilliancy  of  what  we  should  call  a 
scorching  autumn,  and  I  was  glad  to  write  with  my 
coat  off.  The  sod  was  still  damp  and  the  roads 
soft,  but  if  such  weather  continued  only  a  few  days 
much  might  be  accomplished.  How  soon  it  might 
alter  was  everybody's  apprehension,  so  they  resolved 
to  make  the  most  of  it ;  and  at  iheJSSte  of  San 
Carlos  (when  the  King  held  the  accustomed  Besd 
numos  at  the  Palace  of  Durango),  he  gave  the 
inspiring  order  to  take  horse  for  Bilbao. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

On  the  morning  of  Saturday  the  5th  of  November, 
the  King  appointed  Count  Casa  Eguia  to  conduct 
the  further  progress  of  the  siege ;  so,  although  still 
far  from  well,  the  old  General  at  once  left  his 
couch,  and  accompanied  by  Lord  Ranelagh,  Count 
Boos  Valdeck  and  a  select  staff,  took  horse  for 
Guernica  and  Munguia  where  the  greater  part  of 
the  artillery -train  was  still  undergoing  repairs* 
His  appearance  as  General-in-Chief,  imparted  a 
degree  of  hope  and  activity  to  every  department. 
The  work  went  on  rapidly  under  his  vigorous  im- 
pulse, and  on  the  evening  of  the  8th  he  arrived 
above  Bilbao  with  two  pieces  (twenty -four  and 
eight  pounders, — ^he  would  not  wait  for  more,) 
which  he  planted  on  Monte  Archanda  in  the  course 
of  the  night,  bearing  on  the  signal  fort  of  Las 
Banderas  within  half  musket-shot  Finding  that 
operations  were  recommencing  with  spirit,  not- 
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withstanding  the  weather  was  sdll  unsettled,  and 
the  roads  soaked, — I  mounted  my  mule,  and  again 
rode  to  the  camp,  just  in  time  to  witness  the 
General's  first  brilliant  success. 

At  daylight,  on  Wednesday  the  9th,  he  opened 
his  little  battery  against  the  fort,  which  is  situated 
in  a  most  commanding  position  above  the  river, 
overlooking  every  point  between  Bilbao  and  Por- 
tugalete.  It  had  long  been  used  as  a  signal  station 
for  vessels  entering  and  leaving  the  harbour,  (as  well 
as  for  telegraphic  communications  with  Santander 
and  San-Sebastian)  and  was  now  actively  signal* 
izing  on  its  own  account  at  daybreak,  probably 
expecting  succours  from  the  coast,  (for  fiilbao  had 
none  to  spare,)  and  had  got  as  &r  as  — *'They 
have  planted  two  guns — ^"  when  Eguia  cut  the 
matter  short  by  a  twenty-four  pound  ball  through 
the  roof.  The  fort  replied  with  its  single  gun ;  one 
man  was  seen  escaping,  and  was  shot  through  the 
head  by  the  watchful  guerillas  who  surrounded  it: 
five  more  cannon  balls  decided  the  business.  Lieut. 
Don  Ricardo  de  la  Eso,  who  held  it  with  thirty* 
one  infiintry,  four  gunners,  and  an  eight  pounder, 
made  up  his  mind  that  a  defence  was  hopeless 
against  such  a  man  as  Eguia;  so  he  hung  out  a  white 
pocket-handkerchief.  This  was  rather  too  small  to 
be  seen  through  the  smoke,  so  as  the  Girlists 
continued  to  blaze  away,  the  Commandante  very 


232        SURRENDER  OF  BANDERAS. 

wisely  ran  to  his  bed,  and  taking  off  a  sheet, 
returned  and  shook  it  over  the  breastwork  till  he 
attracted  attention.  After  a  short  parley,  the  garri- 
son surrendered  at  discretion,  marched  out,  laid 
down  their  arms  and  immediately  received  the  pro- 
tection of  the  General  who,  they  well  knew,  never 
abused  his  power  in  the  hour  of  victory. 

The  Carlists  found  in  the  fort  a  quantity  of  am- 
munition, biscuits  and  rum.  Amongst  the  former 
were  16,000  musket-cartridges  and  several  boxes  of 
those  abominable  glass  globe  grenades  which  are 
quite  as  liable  to  explode,  from  the  drying  and 
warping  of  the  fuse,  before  they  leave  the  hands  of 
the  grenadiers,  as  after.  The  gun,  an  eight-poun- 
der, was  a  beautiful  old  piece  of  Dutch  bronze, — 
distinguished  by  much  more  emblazonment  than 
either  Spaniards  or  English  think  necessary. 
Eguia  ordered  it  to  be  instantly  turned  against  the 
bend  of  the  river,  above  Desierto,  where  the  Rias 
Nervoin  and  Salcedon  unite.  This  sufficed  to 
make  the  Chrisdno  gun-boats  keep  at  a  respectable 
distance,  from  whence  they  amused  themselves,  in 
company  with  fort  Desierto,  by  firing  at  their 
lost  friend  Las  Banderas,  but  without  doing  the 
slightest  damage. 

As  the  General  was  proceeding,  at  half-past  seven 
that  morning  accompanied  by  the  2nd  battalion  of 
Navarre,  to  take  formal  possession  of  the  fort,  a 
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cry  from  the  hills  of  "  Loi  Enemiffos  P*  attracted  his 
attention.  Looking  down  to  the  left,  his  quick  eye 
caoght  the  cause  of  the  new  sensation*  The  Christino 
garrison  of  the  Capuchino  convent,  who  had  taken 
alarm  at  the  cessation  of  the  cannonade  above,  were 
in  full  flight  across  the  plain  between  the  river  and 
the  hill,  hoping  to  escape  to  Portugalete,  while  the 
General's  hands  were  fiilL  He  instantly  shouted 
to  his  men,  ^^Muchachosf  abajo!  correP*  and  the 
whole  battalion  rushed  down  the  hill  like  a  torrent, 
— the  General  cheering  them  to  the  chase.  His 
voice,  which  is  remarkably  sonorous  and  command- 
ing, enables  him  in  ordinary  times  to  get  through 
his  business  with  much  fewer  Ayudantes  than  a  man 
of  less  impressive  physique  would  require,  but  on 
the  present  occasion  its  powers  were  elevated  to  a 
stentorian  pitch,  and  like  the  Nile  in  years  of  great- 
est promise  to  the  Valley  of  Egypt,  extended 
^^from  mountain  to  mountain."  The  Christines 
instantly  stopped,  turned  and  fled  in  different 
directions,  pursued  by  the  idctors,  firing  and  fol- 
lowing them  up  inde&tigably.  Had  they  in  the 
first  instance  stolen  away  to  Bilbao,  they  might 
probably  have  thrown  themselves  into  it,  but  now 
it  was  impossible.  One  party  took  possession  of 
a  Palado  belonging  to  the  family  of  Monteforte 
in  the  village  of  Deusto,  while  others  dispersed 
through  the  fields  and  along  the  road  which  runs 
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in  a  drcuit  with  the  river  round  Monte  Cabras  and 
Las  Banderas  to  Portugalete,  hoping  to  find  boats 
to  enable  them  to  cross  and  throw  themselves  into 
the  fortified  Christino  convent  of  Santo  Mames, 
on  the  brow  of  the  opposite  bank.  Its  garrison 
were  well  inclined  to  aid  them  in  the  attempt,  and 
were  seen  running  down  to  a  number  of  boats 
which  they  had  secured  between  Santo  Mames  and 
the  cordage-factory  of  AUia  adjoining.  By  this  time 
Don  Castor^s  Guerillas  who  occupied  the  heights 
and  houses  all  along  that  side  of  the  river,  were 
alive  to  the  chase  and  hastened  to  the  ferry  to 
intercept  the  succour.  Getting  under  cover  of 
the  garden  walls  and  hedges  adjacent,  they  kept 
up  such  a  dangerous  fire  on  the  shoal  of  boats 
(I  counted  forty«seven  moored  there,)  that  the 
Christinos  were  not  able  to  effect  a  single  launch, 
and  their  hunted  comrades,  abandoned  to  their  own 
resources,  were  obliged  to  surrender  at  discretion. 
The  party  who  defended  the  Pabudo,  consisting  cS 
four  officers  and  sixty-one  men,  also  capitulated 
after  a  short  resistance  ;  in  short  Eguia  found 
himself  before  breakfast  in  possession  of  both  gar- 
risons consisting  of  228  men,  among  whom  were 
nine  officers,  (one  a  sui^on,)  and  strange  to  say, 
all  except  one  or  two  unhurt,  though  so  many 
shots  had  been  fired  at  the  runaways* 
The  sight  from  Las  Banderas  was  highly  interest- 
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ing,  and  die  burst  down  the  hill  on  the  view-halloo 
magnificent !  It  was  throughout  hunting  rather 
than  warfive,  and  terminated  with  as  little  blood- 
shed. As  all  the  Christinos  had  the  prudence  to 
forrender  when  close  pressed  in  the  houses  where 
they  took  refuge,  they  were  permitted  to  retain 
their  knapsacks  and  clothing,  notwithstanding  the 
wintry  temptations  that  assailed  the  yictors  (who 
bad  already  felt  its  smart  on  the  heights  of 
Santo  Domingo  a  few  days  before),  and  in  conclu- 
sion were  safely  marched  off  to  Mung^uia  under 
escort; — the  kind  old  General  giving  them  a  few 
words  of  assurance  and  consolation,  which  cheered 
all  their  hearts  considerably. 

The  Christino  chase  did  not,  however,  end  as 
harmlessly  as  it  began:  the  Carlist  troops,  who  had 
diqiersed  themselves  through  the  houses  in  Duesto, 
m  search  of  the  fugitives,  often  found  instead  of 
diem,  sundry  Christino-looking  leather  botas  of 
excellent  wine,  which  they  made  prisoners  on 
their  own  account,  and  drank  to  the  success  of  Don 
Carlos  so  zealously,  that  their  intellects  were  not 
afterwards  in  the  best  state  for  discriminating  be- 
tween his  friends  and  enemies;  in  short  they  voted 
the  population  of  Deusto,  Christino, — and  their 
cellars  and  larders  liable  to  ^'a  forced  loan,"  as 
Mendizabel  terms  it,  for  the  use  of  the  army.  It 
appears  that  the  deserters  of  the  Algerine  legion, 
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the  Nayarrese,  the  Arragonese  and  the  Castilians 
were  chiefly  engaged  in  the  chase,  and  feeling 
themselves  quite  foreigners  in  the  newly  disco- 
vered land  of  promise,  were  the  principal  actors  iu 
the  commissariat  work,  which  did  not  certainly 
proceed  on  the  co-operative  system,  but  every 
man  for  his  own  mouth.  However,  none  except 
a  few  Argelinos,  got  actually  intoxicated,  and 
no  personal  violence- was  offered  to  any  one. 
Some  kitchen  utensils,  cloaks  and  blankets,  were 
also  enlisted  and  ordered  on  active  service  by  the 
volunteer  comisarios^  as  species  of  armament  of 
which  indeed  the  army  stood  in  great  need.  Had 
the  Basque  peasant  battalions,  (i.  e.  Biscayans, 
Alavese,  or,  Guipuscoans,)  only  been  there,  I  am 
confident  every  description  of  property  would,  as 
heretofore,  have  been  respected.  The  inhabitants 
of  Deusto,  had  however,  no  reason  to  be  grateful 
for  the  manner  in  which  they  had  been  treated 
during  the  three  years'  visitation  of  the  Christinos: 
— they  assured  me  that  the  soldiers  lived  at  virtually 
free  quarters  amongst  them,  perpetrating  at  will 
every  personal  violence,  and  that  they  could  not 
have  a  fresh  joint  or  a  loaf  in  the  house,  without  a 
claim  being  made  and  enforced  by  the  biUetted 
gentry  for  half.  Besides  the  force  in  the  convent 
of  Los  Capuchinos  above  mentioned,  there  were 
two  hundred  men  quartered  in  the  plain ; — fthy  in 
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the  little  fort  of  Olaveaga  on  the  river  bank,  and 
one  hundred  and  fifty  more  in  the  houses  of  the 
inhabitants.  These  outlying  troops  burnt  the  fort 
on  the  night  of  Villa  Real's  arrival,  and  prudently 
threw  themselves  into  Bilbao. 

Amongst  the  incidents  of  this  day's  work,  the 
following  deserves  to  be  preserved  as  an  illustra- 
tion of  the  straightforward  style  in  which  Eguia 
acted.  The  captain  of  a  Dutch  vessel,  who  had 
come  to  anchor  in  the  river  over  night,  was  not  a 
little  astonished  to  find  the  Carlists  in  possession  of 
quays,  hills,  signal  fort  and  all,  next  morning! 
Feeling  himself  in  rather  a  strange  position,  he 
took  his  ship's  flag,  and  walked  up  the  hill  with  a 
few  of  his  company,  to  learn  what  the  Mountain 
General  intended  doing  with  him  and  his  vessel ; — 
protesting  that  he  only  wanted  to  fill  his  water- 
casks,  and  be  off.  Eguia  assured  him  that  he  reli- 
giously respected  all  neutral  flags,  and  should  not  in- 
terfere in  the  slightest  with  his  progress  outwards; 
but  that  he  could  not  allow  him  to  bring  any  supplies 
to  the  town,  or  any  intelligence  from  it,  at  present; 
and  that  if  he  entered  it,  be  must  stay  there  daring 
the  siege.  The  Skipper  was  rather  astonished  at 
receiving  such  rational  and  considerate  treatment 
at  the  hands  of  one  who  was  painted  by  the  Chris- 
tino  limners  as  little  better  than  a  devil   incar- 
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nate,  and  making  his  best  bow,  hastened  back, 
jumped  on  board  and  dropped  down  with  the  tide 
to  Portagalete  : — not  waiting  to  fill  many  water- 
casks  by  the  way.  The  same  evening  a  French 
gun-boat  lying  there,  also  sent  to  claim  the  privi- 
lege of  free  passage,  not  only  down  but  up  the 
river,  to  Bilbao  I  This  Eguia  bluntly  refused; — 
assuring  the  officer  who  brought  the  message,  that 
he  was  too  well  aware  of  the  fact  that  France  did 
not  trouble  itself  to  maintain  even  a  show  of  neu- 
trality towards  Don  Carlos,  and  that  it  had  not  the 
slightest  ground  to  expect  such  a  condescension  at 
his  hands. 

The  Chrisdno  garrisons  of  Las  Banderas,  Deusto 
and  Los  Capuchinos,  were  of  the  4th  light  infantry 
of  Valencia.  The  convent  is,  or  rather  was  a  fine 
building  pleasantly  situated  on  an  eminence  half 
way  up  the  heights  of  Archanda;  but  the  Chris- 
tino  government  and  garrison  have  left  it  little  to 
boast  of,  excepting  fourteen  terrace  flights,  judi- 
ciously built  against  the  hill  side,  leading  from 
the  convent  to  the  village  of  Deusto  below.  The 
garrison  had  fortified  the  outer  wall  with  loopholes, 
but  finding  Eguia  in  possession  of  Fort  Banderas 
above,  valiantly  decamped  without  beat  of  drum, 
— and  fortunately  for  the  Carlists  took  wing  in  the 
wrong  direction.     War  is  a  game  of  blunders,  in 


12 


ATTACK   OK  SANTO   M AME8.  289 

which  he  who  plays  badly,  will  always  beat  him 
who  plays  worse. 

The  artillery  now  came  up  the  hills  hour  after 
hour  from  Guernica ;  all  set  to  rights  and  ready  for 
active  service.  Eguia  immediately  wheeled  down 
a  twenty-four  pounder  to  the  Esplanade  of  Los 
Capudiinos,  and  fired  a  few  shots  across  the  river 
at  Santo  Mames,  to  try  the  nerves  of  its  garrison ; 
but  as  they  stood  firm  and  returned  the  salute,  he 
prepared  over  night  for  engaging  them  at  closer 
quarters*  The  next  morning  (Thursday  the 
10th)  a  battery  armed  by  two  German  engineers, 
Captains  Roth  and  Straus,  with  four  guns,  (twenty- 
four,  sixteen  and  two  eight  pounders,)  was  opened 
on  the  quay  opposite  this  convent,  one  of  the 
strongest  places  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of 
Bilbao;  it  was  defended  by  a  garrison  of  about 280 
men  with  fieldworks  and  artillery  which  commanded 
the  passage  of  the  river.  They  brought  an  iron 
twenty-four  pounder  to  bear  on  the  Carlist  battery ; 
a  twenty-four  pound  carronade,  one  brass  eight 
pounder,  one  iron  of  same  calibre,  a  three  pound 
'field  piece  and  an  eight  inch  mortar  were  directed 
against  the  houses  and  walls  that  sheltered  the 
Carlist  infantry  in  the  surrounding  fields;  and  an 
incessant  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry  was  kept 
up  on  both  sides  firom  half-past  seven  till  half-past 
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two.  All  this  time  the  Carlist  battery  was  doing 
irreparable  damage  to  the  convent,  while  its  fire  was 
not  impeded  in  any  degree  by  that  of  the  Christines, 
whose  twenty-four  pounder  was  at  length  laid  bare 
and  silenced.  An  immense  breach  was  also  made 
in  the  side  -wall  that  overhangs  the  river,  which  de- 
stroyed the  first  and  second  floors,  drove  the 
Christino  sharpshooters  from  that  part  of  the  con- 
vent, and  finally  exposed  their  magazine  in  the 
church  where  their  cartridges  lay,  to  the  direct  fire 
of  the  battery  through  an  arch  in  the  transept  that 
was  thus  uncovered.  The  Carlists  used  no  gre- 
nades tliat  day,  otherwise  the  convent  would  have 
been  certainly  blown  up.  A  strong  square  dark 
fiu*m  house,  two  stories  high,  about  200  yards 
distant  from  the  convent,  but  connected  therewith 
by  a  covert  way,  and  having  its  windows  built  up 
into  loopholes,  was  also  garrisoned  by  the  Chris- 
tines who  kept  up  a  brisk  fire  at  a  neighbouring 
white  house,  filled  with  Don  Castor's  guerillas  of 
Biscay;  these  replied  with  equal  ardour,  and  a 
Montague  and  Capulet  combat  was  maintained  for 
seven  hours,  till  at  length  the  Carlists  tired  of  this 
ineffective  warfare,  rushed  across  the  intervening 
paddock  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  dark  house, 
and  burst  through  the  new  masonry  of  the 
windows  with    shoulders,    hands,    and    bayonets, 
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killhig  one,  wounding  two  below,  and  taking  pri- 
soners seventeen  on  the  first  floor  who  had  not 
time  to  escape  to  the  fort  with  their  routed  comrades 
through  the  hall  along  the  covert  way.  The  latter 
as  soon  as  they  arrived  there,  turned  an  eight 
pounder  against  the  house  and  began  to  riddle  it — 
fearlessly  replied  to  by  the  musketry  of  the  Bis- 
cayans,  who  had  thus  struck  the  first  effective  blow, 
and  as  their  firiends  came  in  through  the  open 
window,  prepared  to  follow  it  up  by  an  assault  on 
the  fort  itself. 

The  Christine  gunners  on  the  land  side  were 
very  active,  but  they  could  not  dislodge  the  g^ue- 
rillas.  Their  24  pound  carronade  was,  for  the  last 
four  hours  of  the  siege,  battering  a  tiled  farm  house 
to  pieces.  The  distance  was  not  equal  to  the 
breadth  of  Russell  Square,  and  every  shot  threw 
up  clouds  of  red  or  grey  dust,  yet  the  responses  of 
Carlist  musketry  from  doors  and  windows  never 
slackened.  A  number  of  sharpshooters  were  also 
dispersed  in  the  houses  of  the  quay  of  Duesto  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  river,  to  distract  the  attention  of 
the  garrison  from  the  Carlist  battery,  while  a  strong 
force  of  the  first  battalion  of  Castile  was  sent  across 
in  boatB  lower  down  the  stream  at  Oiaveaga  to  aid 
Don  Castor's  Biscayans  in  the  same  endeavour  by 
occupying  the  banks  on  the  west  This  manoeuvre 
was  executed  very  steadily,  the  outposts  of  the 
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Christinos  were  all  driven  into  a  fisherman's  house 
below  the  convent,  while  a  breastwork  which  they 
had  occupied  in  defending  a  steep  path  up  the  river 
bank  was  taken,  and  used  as  a  guerilla  redoubt 
against  the  fort,  about  150  yards  distant  The  small 
field  piece  and  mortar  of  the  garrison  were  now 
directed  to  dislodge  these  dangerous  settlers,  but 
not  a  shot  or  shell  had  any  effect  in  disturbing 
them.  Additional  numbers  soon  arrived  at  this 
spot,  and  the  General  who  beheld  the  attack  from 
the  balcony  of  Los  Capuchinos,  right  opposite,  sent 
an  Ayuadante  with  orders  for  the  re-distribution  of 
their  force  in  advance,  preparatory  to  the  assault  on 
the  convent  The  grenadiers  of  the  first  of  Castile 
were  directed  to  drive  the  enemy  from  the  house 
on  the  strand  under  the  convent,  and  also  to 
occupy  a  little  shelving  path  which  afforded  the 
only  sheltered  line  of  approach  to  the  breach.  This 
company  divided  itself.  Captain  Don  Jose  Ocano 
with  four  of  his  officers  and  Count  Boos  ValdedL, 
led  one  party  of  sixteen  under  the  shelter  of  the 
embankment  wall  and  boats  on  the  strand,  through 
mud  and  marsh  until  they  reached  and  took  the 
house,  driving  the  enemy  before  them.  Double 
that  number  followed  and  took  up  their  posts  behind 
the  wall  at  the  river  side,  from  whence  they  blazed 
away  at  the  convent.  A  third  party  of  thirty  men 
led  by  Captain  Espilla,  Lieutenant  Polito  Pais, 
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and  second  Commandant  Don  Santos  Pintado, 
accompanied  by  Lord  Ranelagh  and  Captain  Pe* 
aeto  (Ayudante  of  Brigadier  Sylyestre)  ascended 
directly  to  the  breach  made  in  the  side  wall  and 
river  bastion.  Here  the  force  of  the  garrison 
awaited  them^  and  the  tug  of  war  ensued. 

Capt  Espilla  was  first  on  the  path,  which,  steep 
and  narrow,  only  allowed  them  to  arrive  in  single 
file.  As  he  entered  the  fosse  into  which  it  led, 
and  turned  to  climb  an  embrasure  he  was  shot 
dead.  A  few  soldiers  who  had  hastened  up  after 
him  also  threw  themselves  into  the  fosse,  upon 
which  fortunately  no  loop  holes  pointed,  and  ex- 
changed shots  with  the  garrison  over  the  parapet 
Lord  Ranelagh  was  the  first  in  the  actual  breach  (a 
little  to  the  left  of  the  fosse)  into  which  he  climbed 
right  a  head  over  the  shattered  bastion,  till  he 
attuned  a  station  where  he  was  seen  by  all  who 
were  still  on  their  way  to  the  assault;  and  there 
cheering  and  waving  his  sword  and  cap  he  brought 
up  a  score  or  two  Castilians,  all  anxious  to  share  the 
honor  of  taking  the  fort  with  El  CabdOero  Inffks. 
However  there  was  some  trying  work  still  to  be 
done:  the  garrison  resolutely  defended  their  pa- 
rapet and  some  sharp  firing  took  place  across  it 
Lieutenant  Paez,  a  fine  young  man,  was  shot  down 
as  he  attempted  to  enter  over  the  parapet,  and  car- 
ried off  with  a  ball  through  the  neck  and  another 
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in  the  thigh.  He  died  in  about  an  hour  after.  Two 
privates  were  also  shot  in  the  fosse,  and  perhi^ 
20  wounded.  The  total  returns  are  25  wounded 
on  this  day ; — ^very  few  were  hurt  elsewhere. 

Whilst  this  hot  work  was  in  progress,  the  other 
party  of  sixteen  grenadiers  under  Captain  Don 
Jose  Ocano  sallied  out  of  the  house  in  the  strand 
beneath,  and  ascended  to  storm  the  postern.  To 
effect  this,  they  had  to  walk  in  front  of  the  loop- 
holes of  the  conrent  along  the  top  of  the  narrow 
wall  which  forms  the  parapet  towards  the  pre- 
cipice. This  feat  they  performed,  their  Captun  at 
their  head,  together  with  Lieutenant  Don  Fr. 
Zengolita  Bengoa,  (who  fell  seriously  wounded) 
Count  Valdeck  and  two  Subtenientes  (Don  J.  M. 
Barcala  and  Don  Santiago  Chico).  A  volley 
directed  against  the  lock  and  hinges  opened  the 
door  for  them  and  also  cleared  the  room  within ; — 
when  after  a  few  more  shots  in  the  passages,  the 
garrison  fled  before  them  till  they  were  stopped  by 
the  storming  party  who  entered  over  the  fosse,  led 
by  Ayudante  Peseto.  There  the  vanquished  threw 
down  their  arms  (rather  late  according  to  the  eti- 
quette of  Spanish  warfare)  and  the  victors  made  the 
roof  of  the  magazine  church  ring  with  *^viva^'  for 
Don  Carlos.  Here  a  scene  ensued  which  it  would 
be  difficult  to  describe  as  it  deserves.  Every  man 
seized  his  prisoner  and  pulled  off  his  knapsack. 
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eoa^  vest,  trouserS)  cap  and  shoes  in  a  twinkling. 
The  poor  wretches  believing  they  were  about  to  be 
ttcrificed,  entreated  for  <<Xa  Fubz,"  but  the  Carlists 
had  no  idea  of  injuring  them.  They  wanted  their 
dothes  very  much  indeed,  and  took  them  as  the 
fruits  of  hard  earned  victory  after  fair  combat ; — 
thus  they  settled  the  storming  account  to  their 
perfect  satisfacdon.  The  Basque  peasantry  are  not 
a  cruel  people,  however  they  may  have  been  driven 
to  retaliate  by  the  gratuitous  brutalities  inflicted 
oo  them.  The  only  instance  in  which  I  heard  of 
anything  approaching  it  in  the  present  affair,  was 
in  the  case  of  a  soldier  who  set  his  heart  on  the 
doak  of  the  Christino  Commandante  and  grasped 
h  very  unceremoniously.  The  old  officer  resented 
the  insult  very  unwisely,  by  drawing  his  sword  and 
standing  in  his  defence.  The  Carlist  foiled  of  his 
prise  and  defied  beside,  took  to  his  musket  and 
bayonet,  and  would  doubtless  have  slain  him,  if 
Count  Valdeck  had  not  interposed  sword  in  hand, 
and  ended  the  quarrel  by  thrusting  the  old  gentle- 
man and  his  two  Lieutenants  into  the  church,  where 
he  placed  a  g^uard  to  ensure  the  safety  of  their 
coveted  appareL  These  peasant*8oldiers  are  very 
docile,  and  their  officers  have  very  little  trouble  in 
managing  them  except  in  the  moment  of  victory: 
even  then  their  thoughts  are  not  of  vengeance,  but 
they  have  a  very  natural  dislike  to  the  appearance 
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of  enemies  (and  beaten  enemies)  better  clothed  than 
themselres. 

I  crossed  the  river  with  Eguia  at  half-past  two, 
on  his  way  to  the  scene  of  action,  and  as  we  ascended 
the  bank  a  succession  of  singular  rights  presented 
themselves — ^the  victorious  Castilians  and  Biscayans 
stuffing  their  new  Christino  knapsacks,  and  pving 
them  into  the  care  of  peasant  women  old  and  young; 
the  former  declaiming  and  prophesying,  the  latter 
laughing  for  joy.  A  litter  on  which  lay  a  wounded  of- 
ficer approached  us.  He  recognised  a  friend  amongst 
the  Ayudantes  of  the  General,  and  on  uttering  his 
name,  the  latter  sprang  to  hb  side.  The  poor  herido 
threw  his  arm  round  his  neck  and  kissed  his  cheeks 
in  transport  that  he  had  lived  to  behold  him.  Eg^nia 
was  the  next  object  of  his  ardour.  "  Ah  I  my 
General,  give  me  your  hand.  I  am  dying,  but  it  is 
for  the  good  cause — and  we  are  victorious.  Recol- 
lect I  was  one  of  the  first  party  that  entered; — 
(the  grenadiers  of  the  first  of  Castile)  and  that  my 
name  is  Zengolita  Bengoa."  The  benevolent  old 
General  gave  him  all  that  remained  of  his  single 
hand,  cheering  him  in  the  hope  that  he  should 
live  and  enter  Bilbao  with  him ;  and  did  not  leave 
him  till  he  saw  an  Ayudante  enter  his  name  in  the 
honorary  list  He  had  a  word  of  comfort  and 
encouragement  for  every  one,  even  for  the  poor  pri- 
soners who  were  marched  out  in  their  shirts,  their 
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&ces  black  with  powder  smoke,  many  bleeding, 
and  all  evidently  very  much  &tigued  and  anxious 
to  hear  their  &te.  A  sight  of  the  kind  and  jolly 
fiu^e  of  Eguia  dissipated  their  gloonu  There  was 
no  thought  in  his  mind  of  vengeful  retaliation  for 
Christino  executions  on  Carlists  taken  by  assault 
They  said  nothing  in  reply  to  his  word  of  pardon, 
but  their  eyes  danced  with  grateful  joy  and  they 
marched  oflf  as  cheerfully  as  beaten  and  wounded 
men  could,  under  escort  to  the  depot  at  Munguia 
where  other  clothes  were  provided  for  them.  How- 
ever, the  day  was  so  warm  that  clothing  was  almost 
an  incumbrance.  For  the  sake  of  decency  all 
were  permitted  to  keep  their  shirts,  and,  whether 
out  of  charity  or  generosity,  many  were  also 
allowed  to  retain  their  head  and  neck  gear  of  various 
shapes  and  values.  A  few  had  slippers  or  sandals, 
but  not  one  a  pur  of  shoes.  These  were  too  highly 
and  justly  prized  in  Biscay  to  be  given  or  relin- 
quished in  the  midst  of  a  wintry  campaign.  ^^  It 
would  be  treason  to  Don  Carlos  to  let  a  Christino 
keep  a  pair  that  could  be  taken  from  him,"  said  a 
young  fellow  as  he  looked  down  with  pleasure  at 
his  new  pumps,  and  rejoiced  in  the  weight  of  a  well 
filled  Isabella  knapsack.  Even  a  Christino  Lieu- 
tenant, whose  drawers  by  some  miracle  faithfully 
adhered  to  him,  marched  barefoot  with  the  rest; — 
bearing  their  reverse  of  fortune  with  an  air  of 
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thoughtful  steadiness  and  patient  capability  of 
endurance — quite  free  from  either  apprehension  or 
recklessness — which  raised  them  considerably  in  my 
estimation.  They  evidently  looked  on  the  affair  as 
one  of  the  ordinary  liabilities  of  civil  war :  thirteen 
had  faUen,  and  the  survivors  seemed  to  think  <^  'twas 
well  'twas  no  worse,"  The  majority  were  very 
young  recruits,  ill-grown  boys  whose  stuffed  cotton 
gorgets  dangling  about  their  necks  like  exterior 
craws,  indicated  the  attention  paid  in  the  Christino 
ranks  to  the  preservation  of  a  full  fair  front  to 
the  foe.  However  the  Carlist  sharpshooters  had 
for  the  last  three  years  been  making  such  extensive 
breaches  in  it,  that  the  Captain-Generals,  and  Poli- 
tical Chiefs  have  been  fain  to  fill  up  the  gaps  with 
the  raw  materials  of  flat-breasted  boys  and  cotton 
wadding. 

The  number  of  prisoners  made  in  the  convent 
and  houses  adjoining  amounted  to  269,  amongst 
whom  were  thirteen  oflBcers  of  the  Milicia  del  Tore 
of  old  Castile,  fifteen  sappers  and  miners,  and  fifteen 
artilleros ;  the  latter  expressed  a  wish  to  serve  Don 
Carlos,  and  I  believe  their  wishes  were  gratified. 
However,  all  who  were  able  to  march  were  escorted 
to  Munguia  (the  nearest  town  in  possession  of  the 
Carlists,  about  five  miles  off),  which  they  reached 
shortly  after  night-fall.  A  friend  who  was  passing 
through  it  on  his  way  to  the  camp,   aa  the  pri- 
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goners  inarched  in  half  naked, — ^many  stained  with 
blood,  the  streets  lit  up  by  candles  and  wisps  of 
straw  in  the  hands  of  citizens  who  crowded  to  their 
doors,  windows  and  balconies  to  behold  them, 
^-declared  that  he  never  beheld  anything  equal 
to  it  for  startling  unearthly  effect  Pity  soon 
succeeded  curiosity,  and  few  of  the  Urbanos  of 
Munguia  allowed  the  train  to  pass  their  doors, 
without  bringing  out  a  loaf  or  a  pitcher  of  wine  to 
dieer  the  drooping  captives. 

The  severely  wounded  who  were  unequal  to  the 
march,  were  taken  to  the  Casa  de  Sangre  (the 
temporary  surgical  hospital  fitted  up  on  the  heights 
of  Santo  Domingo— all  who  required  it  in  litters) 
where  they  received  every  attention. 

I  saw  a  Christino  Lieutenant  thus  borne  up  the 
mountain  terraces  of  Los  Capuchinos  laid  on  a 
comfortable  mattress,  provided  with  clean  sheets  and 
coverlet  A  Carlist  Brigadier  who  had  been  to  the 
attack,  was  conversing  with  him  as  I  passed,  keeping 
up  his  spirits  and  predicting  from  the  favourable 
symptoms  in  his  aspect  his  speedy  recovery.  The 
poor  Lieutenant  (evidenUy  a  gentleman)  was 
lamenting  the  necessity  imder  which  the  garrison 
had  been  placed  of  holding  the  convent  to  the  last 
and  hurting  so  many  Carlists ;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  tiie  Brigadier  was  consoling  him  with  the 
assurance  tiiat  they  had  bravely  acquitted  tiiemselves 
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and  that  everybody  must  respect  them  for  the 
valiant  defence  they  had  made  in  discharge  of  their 
trust  Such  was  the  tone  and  feeling  which  I  was 
happy  to  find  prevailing  in  the  Carlist  camp. 
However,  there  were  not  wanting  one  or  two  indi- 
viduals (who  were  not  in  the  fire  that  day)  to  make 
remarks  in  the  crowd  and  give  advice  in  a  very 
different  spirit;  but  the  former  were  promptly 
scouted  as  unworthy  of  a  soldier,  and  the  latter  fell 
unheeded  on  the  ear  of  the  kind  hearted  General : 
— they  were  exceptions  which  established  the  rule, 
and  I  can  safely  appeal  to  the  fact  of  their  general 
repression  and  rejection  as  affording  the  best  illus- 
tration of  the  improved  feeling  with  which  the 
contest  is  conducted  on  the  part  of  the  Carlists. 
Eguia,  who  studied  and  fought  under  Wellington, 
in  the  Peninsula,  and  who  is  a  gentleman  by  nature 
as  well  as  by  education, — was  evidently  as  little  in 
love  with  the  stripping  as  with  the  slaughtering  sys- 
tem; but  as  things  stood,  he  was  neither  account- 
able for  it,  nor  for  the  deficiencies  in  the  military 
chest  which  led  to  such  unseemly  revivals  of  the 
penal  code  of  war.  He  had  only  been  a  day  and  a 
half  in  command  before  Bilbao,  up  to  the  moment 
of  this,  his  third  victory  (in  two  of  which  the 
prisoners  were  preserved  by  him  intact  in  their 
appointments),  and  all  his  energies  were  tasked  to 
raise  the  spirits  of  the  army  which  had  been  not  a 
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little  depressed  by  the  ill  success  of  both  previous 
attempts  for  the  reduction  of  the  town.  He  is  a 
strict  disciplinarian  and  well  convinced  of  the  in- 
evitable results  of  good  or  bad  management,  especi- 
ally in  financial  matters;  so  instead  of  holding  out  to 
his  army  the  hope  of  license  or  permission  to  pillage 
if  they  entered  Bilbao,  he  promised  them  (instead 
of  the  halves  and  thirds  of  pay  which  they  ordinarily 
received  on  account)  two  months  full  and  regular 
pay  from  the  date  of  entry.  The  army  knowing 
him  to  be  a  man  of  his  word,  accepted  the  assurance 
with  gratitude,  and  set  to  work  in  earnest  to  take 
the  town. 

The  CarUst  guns  were  pointed  against  Santo 
Mames  in  this  afiiEur  by  Commandante  Trovo,  who 
adopted  the  ordnance  arm  of  the  service,  and  wielded 
it  quite  as  effectually  as  if  he  had  theorised  through 
Woolwich  or  L^Ecole  Polytechnique.  Some  men 
understand  a  thing  at  first  sight,  and  succeed  in  a 
first  attempt :  Trovo  is  one  of  them.  As  Eguia 
rode  by  the  battery  to  visit  the  prize,  he  stopped 
with  pleasure  to  congratulate  him  on  his  good  aim. 
It  was  true  that  the  Christine  twenty-four  pounder 
had  to  fire  down  at  a  disadvantage,  and  the  balls 
often  flew  wide  and  high, — one  breaking  an  ash-tree 
and  going  through  the  church -door  of  Deusto 
above.  The  church  of  Santo  Mames  was  laid 
completely  open  and  the  Carlist  balls  found  free 
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ingress  through  the  open  transept  to  the  Magazine 
in  the  nave.  The  garrison  were  firing  from  the 
side  loft  of  the  choir  for  hours  till  its  floor  and 
outer  walls  were  dashed  down ;  and  how  the  church 
escaped  being  blown  up  by  some  of  the  wadding 
or  cartridge-paper,  or  sparks  struck  by  the  balls, 
as  they  shivered  the  flinty  walls, — was  more  than 
any  of  the  captors  could  explain,  as  we  walked 
over  the  scattered  powder  on  the  floor,  a  few  mi- 
nutes after  the  place  had  changed  owners.  There 
was  no  appearance  of  a  mine,  although  the  old  Com- 
mandante  seemed  so  well  inclined  to  die  game, 
or  any  attempt  made  by  the  garrison  of  Bilbao  to 
send  him  succours  or  favour  his  retreat  to  the 
town,  though  only  a  mile  distant;  on  the  contrary, 
the  Urbanos  were  very  much  alarmed  on  their  own 
account ;  for  the  shouts  of  Don  Castor's  battalion 
when  the  convent  was  stormed,  in  unison  with 
that  of  all  the  peasantry  rejoicing  on  the  hills, 
created  such  a  sensation  in  the  town  that  it  was 
believed  an  attack  was  in  progress;  the  tocsin  of 
Santiago  summoned  the  garrison  to  the  walls,  and  the 
rumour  spread  of  an  immediate  assault  in  full  force. 
The  cessation,  first  of  the  cannonade,  then  of  the 
fusillade  at  Santo  Mames,  plainly  indicated  its  fall; 
and  while  the  victors  were  laughing  at  the  notion 
of  the  joy  bells  in  Bilbao, — ^asking  each  other 
what  Santiago  was  saying  to  Santo  Mames,* 


FACCI080  BELL-RIK6IM6.  253 

great  was  the  trepidation  and  confusion  within, 
that  the  quarter  where  the  assault  was  expected 
was  deserted  by  the  garrison,  and  the  Carlists 
might  have  marched  in  unopposed: — at  least  so 
they  were  informed  by  two  deserters  next  morning, 
who,  not  liking  the  aspect  of  affidrs  there,  took  the 
liberty  of  escaping  over-night 

The  first  of  Castile  having  taken  the  fort,  con- 
tinued to  occupy  it  as  a  post  of  honour,  which  as  a 
great  part  was  yet  entire,  afforded  them  comfort- 
able quarters.  They  celebrated  their  triumph 
there  at  night,  by  bonfires  and  bell-ringing;  but 
as  the  bells  in  Spanish  churches  arc  dismounted 
whenever  an  enemy  is  seen  making  preparations 
to  cannonade  them  ('^always  'tis  a  rule,")  except 
when  they  are  about  to  be  bombarded  also^  and  it 
is  necessary  to  give  notice  of  the  flight  of  the 
shells  by  sounding  the  bell, — ^they  were  obliged  to 
be  content  with  ringing  tiiem  injaccioso  style,  tiiat 
is,  suspending  them  in  the  cloisters  and  firing  ball- 
cartridge  at  each  in  harmonic  succession.  This 
feurdt-joie-beU  is  really  a  very  striking  specimen  of 
the  military  music  proper  to  these  conventual 
wars,  and  might  perhaps,  be  found  worthy  of  cul- 
tivation if  the  accompaniment  of  the  double-drum 
explosion  could  be  dispensed  with,  and  all  the 
shakes,  graces,  echoes  and  vibrations  of  the  style 
rendered  fisdrly  appreciable. 
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There  was,  however,  a  pleading  going  forward 
before  the  General,  on  the  point  of  honour  and 
glory  involved  in  the  question  of  who  first  entered 
and  actually  took  the  fort  The  Biscayans  who 
had  garrisoned  the  white  house  in  the  field  were 
certainly  the  first  who  made  an  assault,  by  break* 
ing  into  the  dark  one  which  was  an  outwork  of  the 
fort  (being  connected  therewith  by  the  covert- 
way)  and  took  seventeen  prisoners ; — they  likewise 
claimed  to  be  amongst  the  first  who  subsequently 
crossed  the  fosse  and  parapet  The  grenadiers 
of  Castile  on  the  other  hand,  insisted  that  they 
alone  captured  the  convent ;  and  even  these  were 
divided  amongst  themselves  on  the  point  of  pri- 
ority. The  wounded  Lieutenant  Zengolita  Bengoa 
led  his  party  through  fire  water  and  mud,  in  the 
bed  of  the  river,  and  entered  sword  in  hand,  into 
the  house  on  the  strand, — captured  its  garrison, 
and  then  mounted  to  the  assault  on  the  postern, 
where  he  fell,  wounded.  There  C^tain  Jose 
Ocano  (the  first  in  the  breach  at  the  storming  of 
Plencia)  took  the  lead,  broke  open  the  door  and 
chased  the  garrison  towards  the  breach  where  their 
rivals  (the  grenadiers  led  by  Captain  I^pilla)  were 
keeping  up  a  gallant  fire  across  the  parapet  at  the 
defenders  in  that  quarter,  and  were  actually  getting 
in  over  it  at  the  moment  Here  the  garrison, 
placed  between  two  fires,  surrendered*  The  parapet 
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party  insisted  in  their  turn,  that  they  were  the  first 
at  the  post  of  honour,  the  breach, — first  to  take 
possession  of  fosse  and  parapet,  which  they  kept^- 
and  had  actually  driven  the  garrison  to  take  shelter 
in  the  cloisters,  when  their  rivals  entered  by  the 
back  door.  <<Very  true,''  say  the  stormers  of 
the  postern,  <^  but  we  passed  a  fosse  and  parapet 
also  on  our  way, — made  a  breach  for  ourselves, 
without  artiUery, — passed  through  the  central 
coort  and  silenced  the  garrison  by  our  appear- 
ance!" There  were  many  niceties  in  the  case, 
and  it  was  impossible  for  the  General  to  decide  it 
satisfiBMJtorily  to  all;  so  he  wisely  postponed  pro- 
nouncing judgment  until  he  could  have  a  fair 
opportunity  of  referring  the  claims  of  the  three 
storming  parties,  in  the  shape  of  a  new  case,  to  the 
decision  of  the  Urbanos  of  Bilbao.  Three  things 
only  were  certain :  that  the  1st  of  CastiUe  continued 
to  hold  the  convent — that  their  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Don  Pedro  Nigueruela  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  fall  Colonel;  and  that  Eguia  presented  Lord 
Ranelagh  to  the  In&nte  Don  Sebastian,  as  the 
first  who  entered  the  breach,  and  a  most  deserving 
candidate  for  the  cross  of  the  military  order  of 
the  second  class  of  San  Ferdinand. 
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CHAPTER  XIIL 


While  these  conquests  were  going  forward  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  river,  the  Carlists  were  not  idle 
towards  the  sea  side  ako.  On  the  8th  of  Novem- 
ber,  Don  Castor  Andechaga  entered  and  occupied 
Santurce  (a  mile  west  of  Portugalete)  with  800 
men,  by  which  he  obtained  a  complete  command  of 
the  harbour  outside  the  bar; — any  vessels  either 
entering  or  leaving  it,  being  obliged  to  pass  under 
the  fire  of  his  musketry.  The  brigs  Ringdove  and 
Saracen  lay  as  usual  safely  at  anchorage  opposite 
Portugalete,  while  the  Comet  steamer  rode  without, 
waiting  for  a  su£Bciently  high  tide  to  cross  the  bar. 
This  she  subsequently  effected  on  the  Idth  undis- 
turbed by  Don  Castor,  who  was  only  intent  on 
making  war  on  the  Spanish  Trincaduras^  and  little 
guessed  what  active  and  formidable  allies  the  appa- 
rently passive  British  vessels  would  prove  ere  the 
termination  of  the  siege.     However,  the  General's 
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orders  were  explicit;  not  to  fire  on,  or  provoke  any 
iMwtilities  with  the  British  flag. 

The  Carlist  army  was  now  in  high  spirits.    The 
news  of  the  retrogade  march  to  Valmaceda  of  the 
expedition  which  Pablo  Sanz  and  Joaquin  Elio 
had  led  into  the  Asturias,  did  not  damp  their  hopes 
in  the  least  On  the  contrary,  they  were  heard  con- 
gratulating each  other  on  the  fact  of  so  much  addi- 
tional succour  arriving  to  aid  them  in  bringing  the 
si^e  to  a  speedy  termination.     The  weather,  how- 
ever,  again  became  very  unfftvourable  for  active 
q>erations.  On  the  11th  and  12th  November,  heavy 
rain  fell  by  day  and  night  with  little  intermission. 
In   the  midst  of  it,  Brigadier  Bencoechea  con- 
structed a  floating -bridge  of  poles  and  planks 
across  the  river  from  Deusto  to  Santo  Mames,  over 
which  soldiers  and  bagages  passed  ¥rith  ease.    Thus 
Eguia  took  full  possession  of  both  sides  of  the 
liver,  pushing  his  advanced  g^uards  up  to  the  gates 
of  the  convent  St  Augustin  on 'the  east,  to  Santa 
Clara  of  the  Conception  on  the  west,  and  establish- 
ing his  head-quarters  in  the  Chateau  on  the  quay 
of  Olaveaga.    Here,  on  the  evening  of  Thursday 
the  10th,  he  received  a  parJementario  from  Bilbao, 
conveying  a  communication  fitim  Mr.  Clarke  the 
resident  British  Consul,  who  had  interested  him- 
self in  the  reclamation  of  a  North  American  brig 
(the   Opdau$a$f  Captain  Collins,  of  Baltimore,) 
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laden  with  tobacco,  which  had  been  carried  into 
the  Port  of  Bermeo  by  armed  Carlist  fishermen* 
the  vessel  having  approached  the  coast  during 
stress  of  weather. 

I  subsequently  saw  this  vessel  lying  safely  in 
dock  there.  The  Captain  found  it  an  excellent 
market  for  his  tobacco,  and  assured  me  that  the 
wind  could  not  have  blown  him  among  a  kinder  or 
honester  people.  His  neat  little  cabin  was,  I  per* 
ceived,  a  complete  tertuUia  for  the  Senoras  of 
Bermeo,  and  he  himself  an  especial  f&vourite. 
He  considered  the  venture  an  excellent  one,  and 
declared  his  intention  of  trying  a  second  as  soon  as 
possible,  whatever  risk  he  might  run. 

Eguia  next  day  dispatched  Don  Mariano  Sans, 
Ayudante  of  General  Zarategui,  to  the  gate  of 
St  Augustan,  where  he  was  instantly  fired  at  and 
mortally  wounded  by  the  garrison,  although  bear- 
ing a  white  flag  and  attended  by  a  comet  in  the 
usual  form !  The  ferocious  assailants  kept  up  such  a 
fire  from  the  walls  that  the  latter  and  a  friend  who 
witnessed  his  fette  at  a  little  distance  dared  not 
approach  to  remove  his  body;  they  believed  him 
dead  and  returned  to  report  this  execrable  violation 
of  the  laws  of  war.  Sanz  had  received  two  balls 
in  the  body,  but  still  lived: — at  night  he  rose 
with  painful  effort,  and  tottered  from  tree  to  tree 
through  the  Campo  Valentino  till  he  reached  the 
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adyanced  post  of  the  Carlists:  bat  all  aid  was 
unavailing ;  he  died  in  the  morning.  His  papers 
bad  been  lost  with  bis  boyna,  but  the  Carlists  found 
them  again  on  the  spot  where  he  had  fallen.  The 
act  appeared  to  be  one  of  the  most  needless  reck- 
less atrodty ;  and,  after  the  generous  pardon  ex- 
tended to  the  garrison  of  St  Mames  by  the  Carlists 
the  day  before  (although  they  had  exposed  them- 
selves to  the  last  severity  of  war  by  refusing  to 
surrender  till  the  place  was  entered  by  assault) — 
words  are  wanting  to  convey  a  just  expression  of 
the  mingled  ingratitude,  cruelty  and  cowardice 
which  could  perpetrate  it.  No  word  of  explanar 
tion  or  excuse  arrived,  and  the  outrage  seemed  to 
fill  the  minds  of  all  but  Eguia  with  the  idea  that 
the  Christines  were  incorrigible  savages,  and  must 
be  dealt  with  accordingly.  The  policy  that  could 
^pire  conquering  foes  with  reflections  like  these, 
preparatory  to  their  assault  on  a  devoted  town, 
appeared  to  me  little  short  of  the  madness  of 
desperation,  and  I  looked  rather  fearfully  forward 
to  the  savage  result  of  future  conflicts.  However, 
I  had  still  great  confidence  in  the  native  kindness 
of  heart  of  the  Basque  peasantry  (who  in  &ct  com- 
posed the  greater  part  of  the  army)  as  well  as  in 
their  habitual  ready  obedience  to  their  officers,  and 
I  trusted,  (and  was  not  deceived,)  that  in  the  hour 
of  victory  they  would  prove  themselves  as  mercifol 
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as  tbey  were  brave.  It  was  not,  however,  till  the 
conclusion  of  the  siege  that  we  heard  the  real  state 
of  the  case;  that  the  fact  was  ^not  known  in  the 
city!  at  least  not  to  the  friends  of  Don  Carlos  who 
happened  to  be  there  during  the  siege ;  and  that  it 
probably  was  the  mere  overflowing  of  wanton  im- 
pulsive barbarity  on  the  part  of  some  ignorant 
savages  who  were  then  upon  guard. 

On  the  same  day  the  General  made  a  recon- 
noisance  towards  the  convent  of  the  Mercenarios 
de  BurseHa^  garrisoned  and  fortified  by  the  Chris- 
tinoS}  two  miles  and  a  half  from  the  town ;  and  as 
their  outer  works  were  extensive,  ordered  field- 
works  to  be  thrown  up  and  directed  against  a  large 
strong  house,  which  formed  the  head  of  their  posi- 
tion looking  towards  Bilbao.  Mercenario  sounds 
badly  to  an  English  ear,  so  it  may  be  necessary 
to  say  briefly,  that  the  Westminster  legion  were 
not  there, — that  it  belonged  to  the  order  of  Mercy, 
and  that  this  particular  establishment  was  origi- 
nally founded  for  the  collection  and  management 
of  funds  for  the  redemption  of  Christian  captives 
from  the  Moors.  The  convent  is  a  splendid  build- 
ing, situated  on  the  western  bank  of  the  Ria  Sal- 
cedon  over  which  an  entrance  is  effected  from  the 
Baya  of  Saroza  by  a  suspension-bridge  supported 
at  each  end  by  ornamental  portals  of  cut  stone  on 
the  plan  made  familiar  to  us  by  Telford  in  the 
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construction  of  that  of  Menai.  Next  morning 
Eguia  began  by  breaking  up  his  battery  at  the  river 
side  opposite  Santo  Mames,  where  he  personally 
inspected,  urged,  and  finally  accomplished  amidst 
violent  rain,  the  embarkation  of  his  heavy  guns, 
(sixteen  and  twenty-four  pounders,)  and  proceeded 
with  them  to  the  ferry-side  at  Bursena,  where  they 
were  landed  and  remom:ited.  Whilst  the  oxen 
were  tugging  them  to  the  field  works,  the  General 
again  crossed  the  river  to  the  east,  and  bringing 
with  him  two  eight-pound  field  pieces,  proceeded  to 
take  and  destroy  the  bridge-fort  of  Luchana,  (three 
miles  from  Bilbao^  seaward)  and  thus  prevent  the 
arrival  of  reinforcements  from  Portugalete  or 
Desierto  by  the  river  road.  This  bridge-fort  was  a 
tolerably  strong  work,  consisting  of  a  triple  series  of 
walls  pierced  with  loop-holes  (and  which  would  have 
probably  required  some  time  to  batter  down,  if  well 
defended,)  which  had  been  built  over  the  three  arches 
of  the  bridge,  and  garrisoned  by  forty  Christines. 
The  road  is  a  mere  causeway  thrown  across  the 
Ria  that  flows  up  to  Azua,  and  as  the  little  fort  occu- 
pied its  entire  breadth  (cutting  off  all  passage  except 
through  a  side  postern),  the  garrison  might  have 
held  out  as  long  as  they  had  courage,  supported  as 
they  were  by  the  fortified  convent  of  St  Nicholas 
del  Desierto,  on  a  hill  about  a  mile  down  the 
river,  mounting  two  thirty-two  pounders  which  bore 
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on  the  spot,  besides  several  gun-boats  which  lay 
alongside.  To  deal  effectively  with  the  latter, 
Eguia  had  ordered  a  battalion  to  take  up  a  com- 
manding position  on  Monte  Cabras  over  head,  from 
whence  their  fire  was  so  serious,  that  (we  afterwards 
learned)  Commodore  Morales,  who  lost  six  sailon 
killed  and  twenty-two  wounded,  soon  sheered  off 
¥rith  his  gun  boats.  The  General,  in  person,  dir 
rected  his  two  eight-pounders,  and  blazed  away  at 
the  iSridge-fort  La  Desierto  replied  with  gre- 
nades, one  of  which  burst  within  twenty  paces  of 
Eguia's  staff,  but  did  no  mischief  to  any  one.  At 
the  third  Carlist  shot,  the  little  garrison  scampered 
along  the  causeway,  and  crossed  at  safe  distance 
in  the  gun-boats  to  Desierto;  whereupon  Eguia 
took  possession  of  the  causeway,  fort,  bridge  and 
all ;  broke  down  the  centre  arch  and  returned  to 
pursue  his  operations  at  Bursena. 

He  arrived  before  it  at  half-past  one,  and  sent 
Ayudante  Peseto  as  parlementario  with  a  Cartel 
offering  honourable  terms  to  the  garrison,  assuring 
them  of  personal  safety,  and  guaranteeing  that 
their  clothes  and  knapsacks  should  be  preserved 
to  them.  They  must  have  been  very  weU  aware 
of  their  hopeless  state  seeing  Don  Gistor^s 
guerillas  on  every  hill  around,  and  the  old  tim- 
bers of  the  fortalice  of  the  bridge  of  Luchana 
blazing  as  an  assurance  that  no  succours  could 
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arrive  on  that  side ;  nevertheiess,  their  Commaii- 
dante  Captain  Aymeric  politely  replied,  ''that 
General  Eguia  could  not  respect  them  if  they  8nr- 
rendered  till  they  were  fiiirly  compelled :  but  that 
they  would  not  fire  Jirst"  This  promised  paci- 
fically, but  there  was  not  a  moment  to  be  lost;  for 
the  garrison  of  La  Desierto  might  approach  in  a 
circuit  westward  by  Baracaldo,  and  the  gun-boats 
might  come  up  the  Ria  with  the  tide  to  support 
them,  and  moor  in  front  of  the  convent  under 
the  suspension -bridge,  right  between  the  assail- 
ants and  the  assailed.  The  field-work  already 
thrown  up  against  the  foremost  house  was  useless; 
all  the  garrison  having  retired  within  the  loop- 
holed  fort  of  the  suspension -bridge  which  was 
protected  in  front  by  a  trench  and  drawbridge; — 
so  the  General  instantly  wheeled  a  twenty-four 
pounder  one  third  nearer  to  the  convent  and 
brought  it  to  bear  on  a  window  in  the  upper  floor 
out  of  which  peeped  a  four  pound  ship  gun.  He 
next  planted  another,  a  beautiful  bronze  eight 
pounder  cast  at  Seville,  and  inscribed  *<  Venus,'' 
(taken  on  the  10th  at  Santo  Mames)  against  the 
little  fort  with  its  drawbridge  gate,  and  being  in 
earnest,  blazed  away  at  once,  walking  leisurely  from 
one  g^  to  the  other  in  full  view  of  the  enemy  all 
the  whUe,  especially  in  the  twenty-four  pound 
battery  (if  the  middle  of  the  road  where  it  stood 
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as  naked  as  the  day  it  was  founded,  deseired  the 
name)  until  his  staff  succeeded  in  convincing  him 
that  all  the  good  he  could  do  by  looking  on,  woold 
not  compensate  Don  Carlos  for  his  loss  at  this 
crisis.  A  similar  convincing  argument  was  ad- 
dressed to  me  with  the  substitution  of  the  words, 
"  Morning  Post"  for  "  Don  Carlos,"  and  I  must 
do  myself  the  justice  to  say  that  I  comprehended 
its  force  much  quicker  than  the  General  did, — 
took  myself  and  my  post  behind  a  wall  much  more 
actively, — ^and  thence  took  aim  in  continuation 
through  my  telescope  with  a  much  steadier  con- 
science than  before. 

Venus,  the  8-pound  field-piece,  soon  dashed  in 
the  gate  which  defended  the  beautiful  suspension 
bridge,  whereupon  the  Carlists  rushed  across  it  and 
took  possession  of  the  houses  adjoining  the  con- 
vent, within  its  line  of  fortifications.  All  the  other 
houses  in  the  fields  adjoining  were  speedily  entered 
and  taken  by  the  assailants,  despite  of  another 
four  pounder  in  the  church  steeple  and  the  brisk 
fire  of  144  infismtry  who  with  six  artilleros  and 
four  officers  constituted  the  garrison.  The  amount 
of  the  Carlist  loss  was  only  one  artillero,  whose  1^ 
was  broken  by  a  four  pound  shot  from  the  piece  in 
the  upper  floor.  Soon  after,  the  Carlists  rapidly 
crossed  the  suspension  bridge  in  force,  exposed  to 
a  smart  fire  (which  however  did  not  hit  a  single 
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man)  and  as  they  gathered  in  the  court  yard  and 
adjoining  houses,  preparing  to  burst  open  the  inner 
doors,  the  Christino  Commandante  hung  out  a 
white  flag,  and  appeared  at  the  front  balcony  to 
accede  to  the  General's  terms*  He  handed  the 
c^>itolation  (previously  sent  by  Eguia  and  now 
signed  by  himself,)  to  Captain  Vial,  an  Ayudante 
of  General  Ginbelalde,  just  arrived  in  the  camp 
firom  Guipuscoa,  and  to  Lord  Ranelagh  who  had 
early  crossed  the  bridge  with  him — Captain  Vial 
returned  with  it  to  the  General,  who  again  guaran* 
teed  the  terms,  notwithstanding  the  resistance,  and 
the  garrison  were  allowed  to  march  out  with  the 
honours  of  war. 

In  the  convent  were  found  13,000  musket  car- 
tridges, besides  ammunition  for  their  two  steeple 
and  window  guns, — excellent  French  castings. 
The  Christinos  had  one  officer  and  three  men 
wounded*  The  Carlists  behaved  extremely  well ; 
full  of  indignation  as  they  were  at  the  murder 
of  Don  Mariano  Sanz,  having  surrounded  the  gar- 
rison on  every  side — cut  off  all  possibility  of  relief 
from  the  seaward — taken  the  fort  at  the  suspension 
bridge  by  assault — entered  across  it  through  the 
fire  of  musketry — taken  court  yards — outhouses — 
outworks — and  being  within  five  minutes  of  storm- 
ing the  body  of  the  convent,  and  the  150  bodies  of 
the  garrison,  knapsacks  and  all — ^yet  they  instantly 
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respected  the  flag  of  truce,  ceased  firing,  fell 
back  from  the  open  door,  and  eventually  allowed 
the  really  excellent  and  tempting  coats,  trowsers 
and  shoes  to  march  off  unchallenged,  merely  joking 
with  each  other  about  the  loss. 

There  were  some  other  points  in  that  important 
day's  work  which  appeared  to  be  worthy  of  com- 
mentary, and  which  suflSced  to  convince  me  that 
the  garrison  were  more  than  half-way  Cftrlists 
already,  or  not  at  all  unwilling  to  avail  themselves 
of  an  honourable  opportunity  of  retiring  from  the 
active  service  of  the  Queen,  and  of  joining  their 
passive  comrades  of  Las  Banderas  and  Los  Ciqiu- 
chinos,  made  prisoners  three  days  before,  and  sent 
off  witli  full  knapsacks  *^m  the  handsomest  manner" 
to  winter  at  Munguia,  Lescano,  and  Atoun.  I  will 
not  say  that  the  Christino  gunners  did  not  want  to 
hit  us,  for  a  Carlist  artillero's  leg  was  broken  soon 
after  the  twenty-four  pounder  battery  was  opened 
in  the  middle  of  the  road,  and  the  General  and  his 
Staff  felt  their  hats  and  caps  twist  on  their  heads 
before  the  garrison  gave  in;  yet  I  am  sure  they  did 
not  put  their  hearts  in  their  arms  as  the  Carlists 
did,  for  on  examining  the  two  brass  four-pound  ship 
guns  after  the  place  surrendered,  I  found  they  bad 
allowed  the  aiming  slides  at  the  breech  (marked 
Ferrier  Freres  d  Paris),  to  get  out  of  repair  and 
shake  as  freely  as  old  thumb  latches,  though  nothing 


A   CHRI8TIN0   DILEMMA*  267 

eould  be  more  easy  and  useful  to  the  gunner  than 
to  dose  them  by  the  blow  of  a  hammer.  The 
carriage  of  that  one  which  had  replied  to  the 
twenty-four  pounder  had  shaken  itself  to  pieces  as 
if  it  had  not  been  fired  since  its  dry  rot  set  in ;  the 
other  was  so  placed  in  the  church  steeple  that  it 
oould  not  possibly  be  brought  to  reply  to  either  of 
the  Carlist  pieces,  and  had  only  the  opportunity  of 
firing  one  shot  at  an  adjoining  house  which  some  of 
Don  Castor's  Guerillas  entered,  as  they  poured 
down  from  the  hills  to  the  assault  Again,  the 
defences  thrown  up  at  the  outer  end  of  the  bridge 
were  very  slight,  at  the  inner  end  none ; — and  as 
soon  as  Venus  had  made  a  breach  in  the  first,  the 
little  party  who  had  held  it,  retired  across  the  bridge 
to  the  convent,  abandoning  every  house  within 
their  line  and  (as  soon  as  thirty  or  forty  men  had 
dashed  across  after  them)  hanging  out  the  white 
flag  !  They  might,  even  if  retreating  step  by  step 
in  their  own  works,  have  held  out  till  dusk,  and 
then  perhaps  escaped  with  trifling  loss  to  La 
Desierto  across  the  hills.  Still  better  might  they 
have  efiected  it  over  the  bridge  of  Luchana  the 
previous  night,  when  the  first  battery  was  raised. 
In  short  the  entire  of  the  five  separate  Christino 
garrisons  that  Eguia  had  been  breaking  up  on  the 
9th,  10th,  and  12th  of  November,  proved  them- 
selves to  be  either  great  cowards,  and  bunglers, — 
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or  quite  the  contrary,  and  very  clever  Carlists  in 
disguise  !  Even  the  garrison  of  Santo  Mames 
which  held  out  so  long  and  so  bravely  in  comparison, 
ought  to  have  known  that  the  place  was  untenable 
against  artillery,  and  that  a  grenade  fired  in  through 
the  church  window  amongst  their  ammunition  on 
the  floor  would  have  settled  the  affiiir  the  very  first 
shot  They  had  20  hours  notice  of  the  attack ; — 
the  batteries  on  the  esplanade  of  Los  Capuchinos 
and  the  quay  of  Deusto  having  been  constructing 
within  their  view  so  long,  before  the  latter  was 
opened  for  their  demolition.  A  few  trial  shots 
from  the  former  the  day  before,  had  proved  that 
there  was  nothing  cannon-proof  about  Santo  Mames, 
and  they  ought  to  have  taken  the  hint  and  have 
thrown  themselves  into  Bilbao,  (only  a  mile  off) 
where  they  were  wanted ;  and  where  they  might 
have  saved  something  more  than  their  shirts  out  of 
the  fire. 

A  much  more  pitiable  scene  might  have  occurred 
on  that  occasion  if  the  Carlist  parlemerUario  had 
been  shot  at  the  gate  of  Bilbao  that  day  instead  of 
the  next,  but  Eguia  kindly  and  prudently  removed 
the  prisoners  from  Santo  Mames  at  once.  No  man 
could  threaten  more  loudly  and  lustily  till  he  got 
things  done  to  his  liking  and  done  on  the  instant 
too ;  but  he  thereby  saved  the  necessity  of  sending 
round  a   Provost  Marshal,   and  six  assistants,  as 
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General  Evans  was  obliged  to  do,  to  flog  the 
de&ulters*  No  man  in  the  army  worked  harder  or 
to  better  purpose  than  the  General ; — seeing,  over- 
seeing everything  and  every  body,  giving  his  own 
orders  and  explanations,  and  getting  that  done 
effectively  in  an  hour,  which  would  probably  other- 
wise require  a  day, — ^and  have  to  be  done  over  again 
perhaps  to  remedy  some  &tal  mistake.  On  the 
12th  he  took  Bursena  and  Luchana  (the  convent, 
both  bridges,  and  their  forts)  on  the  strength  of 
a  cup  of  chocolate  and  a  bit  of  toast  at  sunrise. 
Breakbst,  dinner,  supper,  everything  was  postponed 
for  work  and  he  throve  accordingly.  He  was 
obeyed  with  a  surprising  alacrity  in  all  things,  for 
every  one  confided  in  his  good  generalship,  and 
were  ready  to  compass  any  kind  of  possibility  if  he 
said  it  must  be  done.  His  arrival  had  occasioned 
"  Great  joy  unto  the  camp,''  and  I  daily  saw  or 
heard  of  something  kind  or  sagacious  in  his  pro- 
ceedings which  gpradfied  and  encouraged  the  army. 
At  the  surrender  of  Bursena  he  was  told  that  two 
ilnglishmen  were  amongst  the  garrison,  "  What 
matters  it  ?'  replied  he,  **  the  Convention  is  large 
enough  to  hold  every  one."  Others  might  be  found 
who  would  read  that  Convention  far  more  narrowly. 
That  garrison  appeared  to  be  in  some  apprehen- 
sion while  their  tardy  assent  to  the  General's 
terms  was  forwarded  to  him  for  approval.    They 
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had  fired  on  the  Carlists  for  three-quarters  of  an 
hour,  and  a  rumour  had  reached  them  that  the 
garrison  of  Santo  Mames  had  been  put  to  death  ! 
An  earnest  conversation  took  place  between  Captain 
Vial,  who  returned  with  the  General's  reply,  and 
the  Christine  Commandante.  I  had  just  entered 
by  permission  to  see  the  garrison  while  yet  under 
arms,  and  arrived  in  the  midst  of  a  bustle  occasioned 
by  the  Carlist  oflScers  thrashing  out  some  Argelinos 
who  had  stolen  in  to  help  themselves  if  possible. 
Suddenly  tlie  discussion  ended ;  the  Christino  Com- 
mandante exclaimed  to  his  men  in  a  loud  and 
hurried  tone,  ^^Armen  BayonetaP^  (Fix  bayonets!) 
they  did  so.  What  next  ?  thought  I,  not  exactly 
knowing  whether  the  battle  was  quite  ended,  or 
about  to  begin  again  without  any  respect  to  my 
presence.  ^^  Pavellon  de  Armas  f^  (Pile  armsi) 
continued  he.  They  did  so,  and  marched  out  under 
the  protection  of  a  guard.  It  was  all  right— the 
General  was  satisfied — ^the  garrison  safe, — and  Don 
Carlos  proclaimed  in  Burseiia. 

The  report  of  the  massacre  of  the  garrison  of 
Santo  Mames,  I  afterwards  found  had  also  gained 
credence  in  Bilbao,  from  whence  the  prisoners  could 
be  seen  marching  off  in  their  shirts.  They  also  heard 
a  few  moments  afterwards,  irregular  discharges  of 
some  scores  of  musket  shots  !  Eguia,  who  was 
returning    with    his    staff    to    their    quarters   at 
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that  moment,  was  rather  startled,  and  dispatched 
an  Ayudante  to  bid  the  Artilleros  preserve  and 
stand  fast  to  their  battery  on  the  quay,  supposing^ 
that  either  trincaduras  or  steam  boats  might  be 
ooming  up  the  river  to  take  share  in  the  firay ;  but 
an  officer  riding  up  the  next  minute,  brought  word 
that  it  was  only  the  victorious  first  of  Castile  firing 
^feu  dejoie  by  way  of  unloading  their  guns  !  Eguia 
presented  an  excellent  English  rifle  and  bayonet- 
sword  found  amongst  the  arms  left  by  the  prisoners, 
to  Lord  Ranelagh,  who,  at  one  period  of  the  con- 
test, was  in  considerable  danger.  The  Carlist 
gunners  who  by  the  aid  of  Venus  had  knocked  in 
the  little  drawbridge  and  fort  that  defended  the 
suspension  bridge,  were  still  firing  away  through 
a  hole  in  a  house  that  served  them  as  an  extern^* 
pore  embrasure,  (not  having  seen  the  small  flag 
of  truce  that  was  hung  out  as  soon  as  their  comrades 
had  crossed  the  bridge  ai}d  taken  possession  of  the 
outworks)  when  his  Lordship  clambered  up  on  the 
scaffolding  of  the  convent,  right  in  the  line  of  their 
fire  and  kept  waving  his  cap  as  a  signal  of  cessation. 
The  gun  fortunately  did  cease,  and  not  a  single 
Carlist  was  hurt  except  the  artillero  at  the  naked 
24-pounder.  I  never  knew  so  much  done  with 
so  little  loss,  as  was  effected  that  week.  The 
surgical  hospital  on  St  Domingo  (La  Sangrej)  had 
only  twenty-eight  cases  altogether  of  Carlists  and 
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Christiiios  entered  on  its  books  at  the  conclusion. 
Of  these,  twenty  were  sent  away  dressed  and  doing 
well  to  Zamudio  and  Guernica,  two  only  suffered 
amputation  and  remained  with  hopes  of  recovery ; 
the  other  six  comprehended  the  bad  and  doubtful 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


After  the  capture  of  Bursena  the  rain  fell  in 
torrents  for  three  or  four  days,  and  the  roads 
became  almost  impassible.  Winter  appeared  to 
be  again  setting  in  with  violence,  to  forbid  the 
renewal  of  the  siege ;  Eguia  however  never  re<* 
laxed  his  exertions,  but  seemed  the  more  deter- 
mined to  make  quick  work  of  it:  500  peasants 
were  nightly  employed  on  the  batteries  erecting 
for  the  attack  of  the  town,  in  cutting  fiiggots,  or 
in  building  parapets  with  them  and  casks  filled  with 
clay,  &c.  (in  the  absence  of  the  sand-bags  which 
had  been  captured  on  the  raising  of  the  previous 
siege  in  October,)  and  in  transporting  provisions, 
artillery  and  ammunition  over  the  mountain.  The 
latter  service  if  not  so  dangerous  was  quite  as 
arduous.  Though  Bilbao  was  an  important  naval 
station,  and  plenty  of  blocks  and  ropes  had  fallen 
into  their  hands,  they  would  not  adopt  the  slow 
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though  sure  English  mode  of  sunnounting  a  height 
by  a  parbuckle.  They  could  not  spare  time  for 
that ;  so  when  eight  oxen  were  found  unequal  to 
the  task  of  tugging  a  twenty-four  pounder  through 
the  muddy  road,  they  tackled  sixteen  to  the  car- 
riage, and  (abandoning  the  caminoy)  dragged  it  right 
over  the  mountain  and  into  the  battery.  On  the 
night  of  the  16th  of  November  six  different  posi- 
tions were  armed ; — five  of  them  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Sant  Augustin  and  the  river  where  it  leaves 
the  town,  nearer  to  it,  lower  and  more  northerly 
than  those  erected  during  die  October  siege.  The 
garrison  had  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry, 
grape  shot  and  shells  for  three  previous  nights  on 
the  engineers,  sappers  and  peasants,  while  the 
works  slowly  proceeded.  Five  men  were  killed, 
and  about  fifteen  wounded  in  this  service  ;  but  the 
General  would  admit  of  no  delay  for  more  fisivour- 
able  weather,  being  fully  persuaded  that  he  was 
going  the  shortest  and  safest  way  to  work  to  stop 
the  effusion  of  blood  before  Bilbao.  Several  officers 
of  experience  and  ability  were  however  of  a  diffe- 
rent opinion  (amongst  others  Lord  Ranelagh),  and 
entreated  him  to  continue  as  he  had  so  happily 
begun,  and  take  the  other  smaller  forts  yet  garri- 
soned by  the  enemy  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood, especially  the  fortified  convent  of  St. 
Nicholas  del  Desierto,  Portugalete  and  Fort  St. 
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Roque  all  which  commanded  the  river  and  might 
in  his  hands  completely  prevent  the  arrival  of  any 
succours  from  sea.  There  were  also  the  hill-forts 
of  MiravalleS)  Morroalto  and  Morrobajo,  with  the 
church  of  Begoiia,  lying  around  the  town  and  com- 
manding it  on  the  other  three  sideS)  (although 
they,  like  the  three  river  forts  were  all  commanded 
by  higher  hills,)  inviting  his  attention  and  inca- 
pable of  making  any  effective  defence  if  exposed 
to  a  cannonade  from  above.  With  these  outworks  in 
his  possession,  which  Eguia  might  easily  have  re- 
duced while  his  name  was  up  as  <<  a  taker  of  strong 
places,"  he  might  have  bid  defiance  to  the  severest 
assaults  of  winter  and  Espartero.  The  Urbanos, 
shut  out  from  all  supplies  of  provisions,  intel- 
ligence and  hopes  of  relief,  would  doubtless  have 
soon  surrendered  ;  and  the  Carlist  army,  unthinned 
by  the  guns  of  the  besieged,  might  have  marched 
under  Eguia  to  Madrid.  But  who  can  see  clearly 
a  day  into  the  future  ? 

Of  all  the  outlying  forts,  that  of  Portugalete 
seemed  of  most  importance  to  the  besiegers  to 
possess,  and  its  comparatively  defenceless  condi- 
tion after  the  fall  of  Bursefia,  might  have  rendered 
its  capture  almost  a  certainty,  if  a  brisk  attack 
had  been  made  at  the  critical  moment.  Its  garri- 
son consisted  of  800  men  only.  Don  Castor  com- 
manded the  entrance  to  the  river,  by  which  aid 
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might  arrive  from  Santander  or  San  Sebastian. 
Castro  de  Urdiales  was  the  only  open  port  adjacent, 
and  Espartero  was  yet  a  week's  march  from  thence. 
Commodore  Morales  finding  that  his  Trincadurai 
stood  no  chance  of  success  in  a  war&re  with  the 
mountains,  and  that  the  Guerillas  on  Monte  Aspe, 
Ondis  and  Lezona,  were  daily  wounding  his  sailors; 
seemed  to  give  up  the  idea  of  doing  any  good  with 
their  artillery  afloat,  and  was  seen  unshipping  them; 
evidently  preparing  for  a  stand  on  shore,  and 
strengthening  Fort  Desierto,  which  soon  showed 
seven  heavy  pieces  pointing  towards  Luchana, 
Sestao  and  Monte  Aspe,  where  the  Carlists  began 
to  appear  in  force  on  the  day  after  the  capture  of 
Bursena.  The  calibre  of  these  were  soon  found 
by  the  economical  Carlists  (who  never  su£Per  a 
cannon-ball- visitor  to  lie  rusting,)  to  be  two  of 
32,  one  of  24,  two  of  Id,  two  of  9  and  a  mortar 
that  could  salute  Las  Banderas.  All  the  small  craft 
of  the  river  were  moored  beside  the  quay  under 
the  fort,  and  the  garrison  stood  warily  on  their 
defence,  cannonading  the  hills  wherever  a  Carlist 
appeared.  Sixty  of  the  rebellious  Legionites  were 
drafted  hither  in  exile  from  St  Sebastian.  A  couple 
of  them,  roved  out  ^* fresh"  one  day  to  plunder 
the  peasantry  of  Baracaldo,  and  got  shot  of  course. 
It  was  certain  that  up  to  this  period  (the  13th 
November,)  Eguia  seriously  contemplated  an  attack 
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on  Desierto  and  Portagulete.  Preparations  were 
made  for  planting  guns  botii  on  tiie  hills  of  Sestao 
and  on  Monte  Aspe.  Two  hundred  Algerines 
were  quartered  in  tiie  village  of  Sestao,  and  tiie 
rumour  of  the  intended  attack  having  reached  Por- 
tugalete,  fourteen  of  its  armed  Urbanos  and  twenty* 
eight  others  unarmed,  deserted  to  tiiem  on  tiie  14th. 
Unfortunately  Eguia  dianged  his  plans  the  night 
before,  and  the  escapade  was  fruitiess — worse  indeed 
for  those  individually  concerned — for  the  cause 
being  notorious,  the  Christino  Governor  confiscated 
tiieir  property  by  proclamation. 

In  the  mean  time  every  precaution  was  taken  to 
retard  the  arrival  of  Espartero.  The  road  from 
Valmaceda  to  Portugalete  was  cut  across  in  several 
places,  and  the  arch  of  tiie  bridge  between  Zaanor 
rosto  and  Onton  was  broken.  Don  Castor  Ande- 
chaga  occupied  tiie  latter  district,  while  Villa  Real's 
force  (all  that  Eguia  could  spare,)  united  with  the 
remnant  of  that  which  Pablo  Sanz  and  Joaquin  Elio 
brought  from  the  Asturias,  endeavoured  to  draw 
the  Christino  General  into  combats  in  positions 
where  his  superior  forces  would  avail  him  little;  but 
the  latter  cautiously  refused  every  offer  of  an  en- 
counter. If  his  troops  only  saw  the  Carlist  Gene- 
ral'8  staff  and  a  reconnoitring  party  of  forty  horse- 
men  approaching,  they  fled  in  all  haste  to  concen- 
trate for  the  expected  attack.     Villa  Real  felt  so 
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much  at,hi8  ease,  that  he  came  with  hb  staff  on  the 
16th  from  Zudope  to  Olaveaga  to  see  the  opera- 
tions, preparatory  to  the  grand  attack. 

Up  to  this  day,  the  garrison  had  received  no 
intelligence  of  Espartero's  approach.  During  the 
entire  siege  they  were  able  to  obtain  a  small  supply 
of  provisions  nightly  over  the  walls,  but  strange  as 
it  may  appear,  they  never  could  procure  any  intel- 
ligence from  the  country  people  I  They  depended 
solely  on  the  information  conveyed  by  Captain 
Lapidge's  telegraph  on  Fort  Desierto.  On  the 
16th,  the  British  and  Spanish  colours  hoisted  on  the 
Estrella  battery  there,  conveyed  the  tidings  of  the 
march  of  the  army  to  their  relief.  A  gun  from 
Miravalles  acknowledged  the  intelligence,  and  all 
was  hope  and  obstinacy  within  the  town  again. 

However,  the  preparations  on  the  river  and  the 
roads  at  each  side  of  it  appeared  very  sufficient 
against  any  attempt  that  Espartero  would  be  likely 
to  make,  to  break  through  the  army  of  the  besiegers. 
The  broken  bridge  of  Luchana  cut  off  the  lower 
road  from  the  sea  to  Oleveaga.  Behind  it,  on  the 
narrow  causeway  under  the  perpendicular  side  of 
Monte  Cabras,  breastworks  were  thrown  up,  ex- 
tending from  rock  to  river  (about  twenty  feet  in 
breadth)  and  an  eight  pounder  planted  to  fire  on 
any  Trincadura  that  might  venture  so  fisur  up  the 
Ria;  two  others  of  similar  calibre  were  stationed  on 
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the  hills  above, — one  on  Monte  Areagas,  the  other 
in  Fort  Banderas,  both  bearing  on  the  broken 
bridge  and  the  lower  reach  of  the  river  thence  to 
La  Desierto.  Then  on  the  opposite  (western) 
bank,  where  there  seemed  most  danger  of  Es- 
partero  attempting  to  force  his  way  across  the 
bridge  of  Castrejana,  Don  Castor  Andechi^  held 
the  mountains  with  his  active  Biscayan  Guerillas 
and  felt  himself  quite  at  home.  On  the  day  that 
Egttia  stormed  Las  Banderas  and  hunted  the  flying 
garrison  of  the  Capuchin  convent,  Don  Castor  was 
hunting  a  corps  of  Christines  on  his  own  account 
above  Castro  Urdiales,  and  captured  the  Comman-* 
dante,  two  lieutenants,  thirty  soldiers  and  fifty- 
four  muskets. 

The  night  of  the  16th  November  was  one  of 
anxious  preparation.  The  garrison  at  intervals 
threw  shells  and  grape-shot  amongst  the  Carlist 
engineers  and  paysanos  who  were  endeavouring  to 
complete  the  batteries  and  bringing  up  ammuni- 
tion for  the  morning's  cannonade.  The  Christino 
gunners  did  not  do  as  much  mischief  as  they  might; 
for  they  were  rather  economical  of  their  fireworks, 
particularly  in  the  article  of  light  balls,  with  which 
they  appeared  to  be  badly  supplied:  and  conse- 
quently, their  other  gunnery  was  comparatively 
inefficacious  at  night  They  were  in  fact  firing  by 
moonlight,  which  was  continually  obscured  by  fly- 
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ing  showers.  The  Carlist  camp  presented  a  sin- 
gular scene  of  bustle  and  sociability.  The  great 
arcade  which  surrounds  the  church  at  Deusto,  was 
filled  with  a  battalion  of  Castillians,  making  merry 
over  their  triumphs  of  the  last  week  and  their  hopes 
of  the  morrow.  Another  of  Navarre,  in  the  convent 
of  Los  Capuchinos,  above,  were  also  keeping  it  up 
after  their  fashion,  chorus-singing,  shouting  and 
joking  with  those  in  the  plain  below.  The  fiunv- 
houses  on  all  the  hills  at  this  side  of  Bilbao  were 
filled  to  overflowing  with  the  forces  concentrated 
by  Eguia  for  the  assault,  and  even  those  under  the 
walls  were  taken  possession  of,  not  only  for  the 
comfort  of  "dry  lodging,"  but  the  convenience  of 
exchanging  shots  with  the  artilleros  within  and  the 
sharp-shooters  in  the  convent  St  Augustin  ad- 
joining. As  I  passed  the  houses  of  the  bivouac,  the 
sounds  of  reveby  everywhere  struck  my  ear ; — ^sing^ 
ing  and  dancing,  without  the  stimulus  of  wine  or 
spirits  of  any  kind  but  those  that  nature  gave  them. 
I  only  heard  two  instances  of  "instrumental  music,** 
one,  which  I  thought  to  be  a  bagpipe  deprived  of 
its  drone,  but  which  on  inspection  I  found  to  be  a 
species  of  simple  pipe  or  flageolet,  made  of  a  cow's 
horn,  and  played  with  the  mouth,  upon  some  prin- 
ciple which  could  not  be  investigated  without  dis- 
turbing the  merriment  of  the  company.  The 
other,  in  the  open  air,  as  a  party  proceeded  in  slow 
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march  down  the  mountains,  and  which  I  mistook 
in  the  dark  for  a  band  of  bagpipers,  drones,  trebles, 
chaimters,  and  all.  But  no,  'twas  merely  of  a 
string  of  carros  jolting  down  the  rocks  with  cannon- 
balls  from  Elorrio^  occasionally  floundering  in  the 
mud,  and  marking  all  the  variations  in  a  bad  moun- 
tain road  by  the  altered  tones  of  their  moveable 
axles,  which  turned  in  a  piece  with  the  wheels,  and 
are  never  greased  by  the  proprietors,  who  pride 
themselves  on  this  accompaniment  quite  as  much 
as  a  French  postillion  does  on  his  queue,  an  Irish 
peasant  on  his  dunghill,  or  an  English  butcher  on 
his  vixen  bull-terrier.  Their  tones  differ  with  the 
weather  and  the  road,  sometimes  such  a  continuous 
squeal  is  heard  for  miles  on  a  good  one,  that  you 
lose  all  patience  and  wish  it  broken  up  for  their 
sakes ; — ^but  when  they  get  into  the  ruts  the  notes 
elicited  are  so  comical,  that  a  stranger  cannot  help 
kughing  heartily,  though  the  paysano  drivers  stalk 
along  beside  them  all  the  time,  as  proud  and  as 
grave  as  peacocks. 

So  much  was  to  be  done  before  morning,  and  so 
much  depended  on  it,  that  few  eyes  were  closed 
that  night  in  the  Carlist  camp.  I  found  sufficient 
occupation  for  some  hours  in  watching  the  magni- 
ficent effect  of  the  large  shells  and  light  balls  which 
fell  amongst  the  trees  in  the  beautiful  Prado  of  the 
Campo  Valentino^  where  the  besiegers  were  con- 
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structing  their  advanced  battery  right  across  the 
quay,  for  the  destruction  of  the  convent  of  St 

Augustin.     At  length  I  returned  with  Senor 

to  see  a  friend  of  his,  who  lodged  on  the  river  side  at 
Duesto,  and  followed  him  in  the  dark  up  broken 
stairs  and  through  a  half  ruined  house,  hold- 
ing fast  by  his  skirts,  to  avoid  the  unfloored  places. 
All  was  darkness,  till  we  found  his  friend  with 
the  only  candle  in  the  house  (in  his  hand  for  want 
of  a  candlestick)  rummaging  amongst  boxes  on 
the  floor,  taking  out  and  sorting  parcels — ^they  were 
cannon  cartridges !  'Twas  the  artillery  magazine  ! 
The  long  wick  of  the  candle  was  snuffing  itself 
occasionally  in  half-consumed  fiery  dust,  as  the 
store-keeper  went  through  his  searches,  swearing 
endless  carajos  at  some  priming-powder  which  he 
could  not  find,  but  still  continued  digging  into  each 
caisson  in  quest  of  it ;  for  the  engineers  wanted  to  do 
something  in  the  way  of  retaliation  at  the  gate  of 
St.  Augustin.  My  companion  augmented  the  risk 
to  trebly  X  trebly  hazardous  by  pestering  the 
searcher  to  search  for  a  FerroL — "Ferrolj  Amiga  P* 
exclaimed  the  store-keeper,  <^  No  *sta  in  casoj  ni  en 
el  campo!^*  (^^  A  lantern,  friend!  There  is  not  one 
in  the  house,  or  in  the  camp  either!")  My  first 
thought  was  to  retire  as  I  came,  if  I  could  but  find 
my  way;  but  the  snuff  threatened  to  decide  the 
matter  before  I  could  accomplish  it,  even  breaking 
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a  leg  or  an  arm  by  the  way :  my  second  impulse 
was  to  seize  the  candle  and  extinguish  it;  a  tempta- 
tion I  fortunately  overcame,  or  I  might  probably 
have  been  treated  the  same  way  myself  the  next 
moment  as  a  Christino  partizan :  so  I  stood  still, 
and  pondered  on  the  uncertainty  of  human  life,  till 
the  priming  powder  was  found  and  the  retiring 
candle  threw  a  passing  ray  over  the  holes  in  the 
passage  floor,  and  adown  the  fenceless  stair.  I 
was  in  the  fresh  air  in  a  hop,  step,  and  jump ; — and 
drew  a  long  deep  breath. — The  candles  used  in  the 
camp  had  the  worst  wicks  I  ever  saw,  yet  not  a 
magazine  blew  up  during  the  entire  siege ! 

"  Such  things  may  learned  clerks  explain, 
They  pan  the  wit  of  simple  swain." 

As  the  bad  state  of  the  mountain  roads  seriously 
interfered  with  the  arrangement  of  the  guns  and 
the  distribution  of  the  ammunition,  several  delays 
and  alterations  took  place  in  the  course  of  the 
morning  of  the  17th,  and  it  was  not  until  nine 
o'clock  that  the  seven  batteries  opened  as  follows : 
— Comandante  Trovo,  with  one  twenty-four  pounder 
dose  to  the  river  in  the  Campo  Valentino,  directed 
against  the  Arsenal  and  the  adjoining  works  on  the 
Prado.  Lieutenant  Munuos  to  the  left,  with  one 
g^n  of  sixteen  and  two  of  eighty  directed  against 
the  gate  and  convent  of  St.  Augustin, — and 
Captain  Idalgo  in  La  Salve,  adjoining,  with  one 
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ship  gun  of  twenty-four  bearing  on  both.  The 
fourth  battery,  under  Captain  Plaza  was  fitted  up 
against  the  town  with  the  large  mortar  of  fourteen 
pulgados  diameter  (thirteen  French  indies),  another 
of  seven  pulgados ;  and  two  howitzers  of  the  same 
calibre — the  three  latter  for  incendiary  balls.  The 
fifth,  commanded  by  Colonel  Urrutia,  mounted 
a  thirty-six  pounder,  a  twenty-four,  and  a  sixteen. 
The  sixth  battery,  under  Captain  Simoas,  contained 
one  long  twenty*four,  one  short  twenty-four,  and 
one  sixteen  pounder.  All  these  were  on  the  east 
of  the  river,  beside  the  church  of  San  Vincento  de 
Abando.  The  seventh,  was  placed  on  the  west,  and 
confided  to  Captain  Mello,  who  swept  the  opposite 
quay  with  one  piece  of  eight,  and  another  of  six 
pounds.  Those  under  Colonal  Urrutia  and  Cap- 
tain Simoas  were  especially  directed  against  the 
higher  forts,  amongst  which,  two  new  lines  were 
visible  since  Villa  Real's  attack,  one  running  west 
across  the  steep  ascent  of  the  Elsplanade,  firom 
fort  Mallona  to  San  Nicholas,  mounting  small 
guns,  overlooking  the  town  gate,  and  suburbs  of 
St.  Augustin ;  the  other  in  the  distant  rising 
ground  of  fort  Larrinaga  on  the  south.  The  latter 
threw  several  shells;  but  owing  to  the  imperfect 
view  it  had  of  the  sunken  suburb  around  which 
the  chief  cannonade  took  place,  it  soon  ceased  its 
fire;  as  it  was  found  to  be  doing  indiscriminate 
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mischief  to  both  parties.  The  Christino  fort  of 
Miravalles  also  sent  several  grenades,  but  the  range 
was  too  distant,  and  the  majority  flew  wild,  or 
exploded  in  the  air.  The  field-pieces,  on  the 
Esplanade,  were,  however,  actively  served  against 
the  batteries  in  the  Campo  Valentino  that  were 
effecting  the  breach, — (one  of  which  under  Lieu- 
tenant Munuos  was  within  fifty  yards  of  the  wall) 
and  did  great  mischief  to  the  Carlist  infantry 
who  supported  it.  The  casualties  in  these  three 
batteries  were  serious,  exposed  as  they  were  in  ad- 
dition to  a  heavy  and  incessant  fire  of  musketry. 
Captain  Idalgo  was  killed  by  a  cannon  ball; 
Comandante  Trovo  wounded  in  the  head  by  a 
stone  dashed  from  an  adjoining  wall;  a  Lieute- 
nant of  the  Biscayan  Sappers,  wounded  mortally ; 
and  several  artilleros  carried  hors  de  combat  from 
their  guns.  The  battery  to  the  south,  and  nearest 
to  the  former  battery  of  Villa  Real,  at  Ulibarri, 
being  farthest  from  supplies  and  most  exposed  to 
the  line  of  forts,  fared  the  worst  One  of  its  guns 
was  dismounted  early  in  the  day,  and  another  was 
stopped  for  some  time  for  want  of  balls.  Again, 
that  on  the  river  side,  in  front  of  the  city  battery, 
of  the  Arsenal  where  thirty-six  pounders  were 
mounted,  suffered  considerably. 

The  engineers  were  constantly  in  requisition, 
every  where  (except  at  the  mortar  battery,  which 
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was  admirably  situated)  reconstructing  the  works 
swept  away  by  the  incessant  fire  of  the  besieged. 
The  latter  were,  however,  so  hard  pressed,  that 
they  had  no  time  or  cannon-balls  to  spare  for  the 
spectators  on  the  hills — although  the  latter  were 
obliged  to  come  down  half-way  to  get  a  good  view 
of  the  operations,  on  account  of  the  heavy  mists 
and  frequent  showers  which  swept  over  their  sum- 
mits from  the  sea,  saturating  the  mountain  sod, 
and  chilling  and  drenching  every  one.  If  the 
lookers-on  attempted  to  sit,  it  was  on  a  sponge — ^if  to 
stand,  they  felt  chilled  to  statues,  and  besides  be- 
came marks  for  the  tiratteursy  who  were  employed 
in  great  force  on  the  town  walls ;  in  fact,  it  was 
necessary  to  keep  moving  to  keep  the  life  in  one. 
The  mortar  battery  was  right  well  worked  by  Cap' 
tain  Plaza.  It  was  situated  in  a  maize-field,  one 
half  of  which  was  reaped,  the  other  still  standing 
above  the  Campo  Valentino,  between  the  two 
Ferrarias  (Triboli  and  Goyerri)  or  iron  smelting 
works,  distinguished  by  very  tall  chimneys.  The 
scattered  gourds  and  pumpkins  which  had  grown 
and  still  remained  on  the  reaped  portion,  presented 
a  singular  appearance.  Looking  down  from  the 
hills,  one  could  imagine  them  to  be  huge  eastern 
eggs,  dyed  of  all  the  fashionable  colours  of  the  old 
festive  time, — green,  yellow,  bufij  striped,  speckled, 
and  piebald,  left  lying  there  as  if  the  old  Ogres 
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and  Giants  of  Spanish  romance  bad  just  been 
scared  away  in  the  midst  of  a  fite  champetre^ 
by  the  portentous  thunder  and  lightning  of  these 
new-fEuigled  engines  of  war.  The  Carlist  shells 
were  thrown  with  terrible  effect  into  the  town  forts. 
The  besieged  filled  the  turrets  and  upper  galleries 
of  the  church  of  St  Augustin  with  infantry,  as 
they  had  done  in  the  previous  siege  with  such 
deadly  effect  against  the  artilleros ;  but  the  Carlist 
guns  in  Lt  Munuos'  battery  soon  knocked  down 
the  upper  half  of  the  northern  wall  of  the  cemetery, 
and  compelled  them  to  abandon  that  part  of  the 
chnrch.  His  cannon,  however,  played  upon  St. 
Augustin,  and  the  adjoining  outworks,  at  disadvan- 
tage ;  for,  having  been  armed  in  darkness,  under 
a  heavy  fire  from  the  walls,  it  had  only  been  brought 
to  bear  on  an  angle  of  the  convent  A  practicable 
breach  in  a  house  adjoining  the  convent  gate,  was 
however,  reported  at  noon  to  the  General,  who  in- 
stantly concentrated  his  forces  in  that  quarter,  and 
ordered  the  assault;  which  was  gallantly  entered  on 
by  the  Foreign  Legion.  The  fire  of  musketry  was 
at  this  period  maintained  at  each  side  with  sin- 
gular ardour ;  by  the  garrison  holding  an  ei:tensive 
front  of  houses,  and  by  the  assailants  whilst  taking 
possession,  step  by  step,  of  the  ruined  streets  and 
walls  immediately  beneath.  The  breach  was  in 
the  first  story  of  a  fortified  house  in  the  outer  line 
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of  the  defences  of  the  convent,  through  which  the 
assailants  entered  by  a  scaling  ladder;  their  oppo» 
nents  escaping  before  them  over  roofless  walls,  and 
taking  refuge  in  the  convent  and  higher  houses 
behind,  which  it  now  appeared  formed  the  real  line 
of  defence.  About  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  who 
had  entered  here,  now  found  themselves  amidst 
four  walls  affording  no  exit,  exposed  to  the  shot 
and  hand  grenades  of  their  enemies  who  com- 
manded the  position  on  every  side ;  it  was  a  com- 
plete cul  de  sacy  and  unfortunately  not  in  the  least 
available  as  a  means  of  further  entrance  to  the 
dty.  Here  Lieutenant  Adolphus  D'Argy  was 
killed,  as  he  entered  the  breach,  by  the  side  of  his 
brother  Charles.  He  was  struck,  at  the  moment, 
by  two  balls  in  the  head,  and  a  third  in  the  neck. 
He  was  one  of  the  finest  soldiers  I  have  ever  seen ; 
tall,  strong,  and  well-proportioned;  and,  with  his 
brother,  foremost  in  every  danger.  They  were 
amongst  the  very  few  officers  who  had  entered  the 
breach  at  La  Parra  de  Mallona,  in  Villa  Real's 
recent  siege.  Adolphus  was  a  man  admirably 
calculated  to  command  the  unruly  spirits  whom 
he  led — old  soldiers,  who  had  served  their  ap- 
prenticeship in  Algiers,  then  graduated  under 
Lebeau  and  Bernelle;  and  subsequently  came 
as  accomplished  campaigners,  to  fight  for  Charles 
the  Fifth.     They  are  all  brave  by  habit  (<<and 
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•omething  more")  and  quite  accustomed  to  drive 
the  Spanish  Christines  before  them,  whenever  they 
met  jyArgy  never  carried  anything  when  leading 
them  into  battle,  but  a  stick  to  punish  their  excesses 
or  deficiencies  on  the  instant;  except  in  a  storm- 
ing party,  when  he  always  took  a  miisket  It  is  a 
singular  fact  that  so  much  did  his  company  value 
the  strict  discipline  he  enforced,  if  they  saw  him 
without  a  stick  when  the  enemy  was  near,  they 
hastened  to  cut  one  for  him!  Then  they  felt 
themselves  invincible.  The  survivor  Charles  has 
been  promised  the  ribbon  of  San  Fernando.  A 
P<dish  oflScer  of  the  Foreign  Legion,  Lieutenant 
Zavazinski,  was  also  mortally  wounded  there  and 
died  a  few  days  after. 

Soon  after  this  fruitless  attempt,  it  was  proposed 
to  remedy  the  indirect  position  of  the  battery  under 
Lieutenant  Munuos  by  bringing  forward  one  of 
his  eight  pounders,  and  battering  in  the  side  door, 
which  it  was  expected  would  lead  certainly  and 
directly  into  the  interior'  of  the  place.  This  ma- 
noeuvre was  executed  with  promptitude  and  deter- 
mination, under  a  fire  of  musketry  from  the  adjoin- 
ing walls,  (only  a  few  paces  off)  by  Captain  Vial 
and  a  few  artilleros.  Two  shots  were  fired  through 
the  door,  and  Captain  Vial  was  in  the  act  of  loading 
it  for  a  third,  when  he  received  a  ball  in  the  thigh ; 
the  sergeant  of  the  gun  was  shot  at  the  same  mo- 
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ment,  two  others  were  wounded,  and  the  rest  fled. 
A  volunteer  reinforcement  was  soon  afterwards 
brought  up  by  Count  Mortara,  who  dashing  on, 
accompanied  by  Lord  Ranelagh  and  Count  Valdeck, 
retook  the  gun  and  carried  off  Captain  Vial  \  His 
wound  was  so  serious  that  it  was  found  necessary 
he  should  suffer  amputation.  The  operation  was 
skilfully  performed  by  the  Surgeon-in-chief,  Obra- 
dor,  a  French  student  who  had  practised  and  also 
taught  surgery  in  Madrid  previous  to  the  war.  The 
fate  of  this  young  o£Boer  excited  universal  com- 
miseration. He  had  already  acquired  considerable 
reputation  by  his  gallant  conduct  in  Guipuscoa,  and 
at  his  first  appearance  in  the  besieging  army  was 
distinguished  as  the  individual  who  was  nearest  to 
the  convent  of  Burseiia  to  receive  the  capitulation 
of  the  Christino  Commandante.  He  was  one  of  the 
most  valuable  Ayudantes  of  General  Guibelalde, 
and  since  his  arrival  h^  been  inde&tigable  in  the 
service  of  Eguia,  by  whom  his  loss  was  seriously 
felt 

The  survivors  of  the  gallant  Foreign  Legion  still 
continued  to  hold  the  house  they  had  won  so  dearly, 
and  the  cannonade  on  the  walls  at  the  gate  of  St 
Augustino  was  kept  up  unremittingly  by  Munuos, 

>  For  this  gallant  act,  Count  Mortara  received  the  Crete  of  the 
1st  Class  of  San  Fernando. 
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Trovo,  and  Mello.  About  four  o'clock  another 
breach  was  reported  practicable,  and  General  Syl- 
vestre  of  the  Engineers,  received  Eguia's  order  for 
the  assault*  I  understand  that  some  doubt  existed 
in  this  department  as  to  the  extent  and  efficiency  of 
the  second  breach,  and  time  was  consumed  in  further 
inspections,  reports  and  additional  cannonading 
till  the  daylight  had  nearly  departed,  and  it  was 
then  judged  too  late  to  attempt  to  enter  the  town 
by  storm,  the  fire  of  the  batteries  ceased,  and  the 
troops  retired  to  their  quarters  for  the  night. 

The  garrison  probably  expecting  another  night 
assault,  wrought  incessantly  to  repair  their  damages 
with  sand  bags,  &c«  They  kept  a  sharp  look  out, 
and  firing  at  intervals  killed  one  man  and  wounded 
four;  on  the  previous  night  while  placing  the  guns 
in  the  six  batteries,  two  men  were  killed  and 
twelve  wounded.  The  entire  loss  on  the  17th  of 
November  (during  which  both  infemtry  and  artil- 
lery were  constantly  under  a  heavy  fire,  and 
100,000  cartridges  were  discharged  by  the  former,) 
was  three  officers  and  twenty-six  privates  killed; 
ten  officers  and  forty -eight  privates  wounded. 
Amongst  those  wounded  in  the  assault  at  the 
breach  was  young  Captain  Villiers  of  the  Engi- 
neers, who  distinguished  himself  so  much  in  the 
previous  October  storming  party.  He  was  at  the 
head  of  the  last  assault  as  conducting  Engineer 
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when  he  received  a  ball  through  his  amu  His 
wound  was  immediately  tied  up  by  Lord  Ranelagh 
and  Captain  Rubichon  of  the  Lancers  (who  distin- 
guished himself  so  much  during  the  late  war  in  Por- 
tugal) who  had  just  arrived  on  leave  from  Durango 
to  witness  the  siege.  Captain  Rubichon  was  actively 
engaged  in  the  batteries  all  day,  particularly  at 
that  of  St.  Vincento  de  Abando  on  the  west  of  the 
river,  which  suffered  most  of  all  from  the  fire  of 
the  Arsenal  and  the  adjoining  quay.  Nearly  forty 
vessels  large  and  small,  lay  there,  ranged  along 
the  Prado;  one,  with  a  white  flag  displayed* 
I  could  not  perceive  that  any  had  suffered  damage, 
although  the  garrison  on  shore  were  incomprehen- 
sibly firing  a  field-piece  right  across  the  deck  of 
that  distinguished  by  the  flag,  as  if  to  invite  its 
destruction  or  prevent  the  possibility  of  any  recog- 
nition of  the  conventional  language  of  peace  or 
neutrality.  Eguia  on  his  part  maintained  the 
strictest  blockade  after  the  murder  of  his  Par- 
lementario.  Another  dispatch  was  to  have  been 
carried  to  the  French  Consul  the  same  day,  but 
on  learning  the  fate  of  his  Ayudante,  the  General 
cut  off  all  communication  with  Bilbao. 

Serious  injury  must  have  been  done  to  the  town 
by  the  cannonade  of  the  17th.  I  counted  above 
thirty  cannon-shot  in  the  corner  of  a  house  on  the 
quay,  inside  the  battery  of  the  Arsenal,  which  only 
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presented  two  windows  at  the  angle  looking  to  the 
gate  of  St  Augustin.  Before  night  closed  my  view, 
the  town  was  completely  obscured  by  the  smoke  of 
houses  smouldering  with  the  half- extinguished 
fires  caused  by  the  shells  and  grenades.  The  loss 
outside  the  town  also  was  more  serious  than  in  the 
commencement  of  the  last  affair.  The  evening  of 
the  17th  of  Nov.  there  were  in  the  hospitals  87 
officers  and  men  wounded,  the  majority  seriously, 
as,  firing  from  behind  walls  or  parapets,  the  shots 
were  all  received  about  the  head,  neck,  or  breast: 
perhapa  a  third  of  that  number  in  addition  were 
killed  in  the  batteries  and  at  the  assault. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 


On  the  night  of  the  attack,  (the  17th  Nov.)  heavy 
rain  set  in,  which  continued  for  three  days,  so  that  it 
was  impossible  to  proceed  effectively  with  the  si^e. 
On  the  morning  of  the  18th  news  arrived  that  £s* 
partero,  strongly  reinforced,  had  left  Zuporta,  and 
was  within  five  leagues,  approaching  by  Castro 
and  the  coast,  towards  Portogalete,  to  make  if  pos- 
sible a  combined  movement  with  the  forces  there, 
and  throw  succours  into  Bilbao. 

This  intelligence  determined  Eguia  to  attend  to 
him  in  the  first  place,  and  meantime  to  change  the 
siege  into  a  blockade.  He  instantly  dispatched 
four  battalions  to  Castrejana  to  join  those  under 
Pablo  Sanz  and  Elio,  who  having  united  with  Villa 
Real,  were  protecting  the  siege.  The  latter,  with 
his  hands  thus  strengthened,  moved  to  Alonzetegui, 
where  he  occupied  himself  in  harassing  Espartero, 
who  was  moving  from  Laredo  towards  Castro  de 
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Urdiales,  and  in  cutting  off  his  progress,  whether 
over  land  to  Bilbao  or  by  sea  to  Portugalete,  and 
in  endeavouring  to  get  him  to  commit  himself  in  a 
battle.  This  Espartero  prudently  avoided,  although 
reinforced  by  troops  detached  from  the  corps  of 
Alvarez,  Captain  General  of  Old  Castile,  and  in 
command  of  fifteen  battalions,  or  betweeen  12,000 
and  13,000  men.  He  is  represented  to  have  writ- 
ten to  Colonel  Wylde,  that  he  was  coming  with 
18,000.  He  reached  Castro  Urdiales  from  Guriezo 
on  the  20th  of  November,  (all  his  artillery  left  behind 
for  speed  and  safety,)  when  Don  Castor  absolutely 
stopped  his  further  passage  to  the  Ria  Nervion. 
Brigadier-General  Castaneda  preceded  him  with 
2000  men  to  Onton,  about  two  leagues  from  Por- 
tugalete, but  there  he  found  sufficient  occupation 
for  some  time  in  mending  the  bridge  which  Don 
Castor  had  broken.  It  is  uncertain  how  long 
Espartero  might  have  remained  at  Castro  if  the 
English  steam-boats  had  not  come  to  his  aid.  On 
the  22nd  of  November  the  Comet  and  Salamander 
with  about  thirty  launches  in  tow,  took  on  board 
3500  of  his  troops  and  300  horses,  and  conveyed 
them  to  Santurce  and  Portugalete.  Amongst 
these  were  General  Escalera  and  Colonel  Munni- 
sir,  who,  next  day  directing  their  attention  against 
the  feeble  garrison  of  300  Carlists  left  at  Santurce, 
obliged  them  to  retire  and  join  Don  Castor  at 
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Zamarosto.  On  the  25th,  2000  Christinos  marched 
westward  out  of  Portugalete  to  open  the  road  for 
Castaneda  and  Espartero.  The  latter  at  the  same 
moment  marching  eastward  from  Castro,  obliged 
Don  Castor  to  fall  back  and  stand  inactive,  to  avoid 
being  taken  in  rear  whichever  he  might  oppose. 
The  Christino  forces  then  uniting  their  strength, 
marched  safely  into  Portugalete. 

During  these  movements,  the  remainder  of  the 
Carlist  battalions  were  protecting  the  batteries 
which  Eguia  was  hourly  labouring  to  repair,  not- 
withstanding the  continual  cannonading  of  the  gar- 
rison, and  the  incessant  rain,  nearly  as  destructive 
in  its  effects  on  the  rudely  constructed  breastworks. 
The  Urbanos,  on  their  part,  streng^ened  their 
battered  walls  to  the  uttermost,  fired  at  every  thing 
that  stirred  within  musket  shot,  and  surmounted 
the  breach  near  the  gate  of  St  Augustin  with  a 
death's  head  and  crossbones  painted  on  a  board, 
with  this  inscription,  ^*  Transito  de  la  MuerteT 
(The  passage  of  Death.) 

Even  at  this  period  they  were  beginning  to  find 
their  provisions  running  low,  and  the  garrison  was 
put  on  short  allowance,  namely,  half  a  ration  of 
bread,  with  beans  in  place  of  beef  for  their  puchero. 
They  had  still,  however,  plenty  of  wine  and  aguar^ 
diente.  They  never  at  any  period  appeared  defi- 
cient in  vigilance,  and  frequently  made  sorties,  as 
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if  to  discover  any  want  of  it  on  the  part  of  the 
besiegers.  On  the  18th  they  pushed  out  two 
reoonnoisances  on  the  side  of  Morro  and  Mirra- 
valles  to  learn  what  force  was  at  that  side,  but  Don 
Castor's  guerillas  instantly  repulsed  them  with  the 
loss  (as  a  prisoner  informed  him)  of  six  wounded 
in  the  first,  and  of  one  killed  and  twenty  wounded 
in  the  second  sortie. 

The  chances  of  war  place  many  novelties  before 
our  eyes ;  amongst  others,  literature  of  very  pecu- 
liar pretensions.  I  met  with  three  amusing  speci- 
mens one  day  shortly  after  the  assault  of  the  17th, 
all  of  which  must  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the 
garrison  of  Bilbao;  imprimis^  half  a  dozen  sheets 
of  Carlist  cartridge  paper,  which  on  careful  inspec- 
tion, appeared  to  be  the  substance  of  a  pamphlet, 
printed,  as  the  title-page  informed  us,  "for  account 
of  the  editor  at  Bayonne,  1836,"  and  entitled, 
<*  A  Luminous  Guide  for  the  British  Co-operative 
Forces  in  Spain  on  the  principal  Subjects  con- 
nected therewith,  with  Particular  Information  rela- 
tive to  the  Basque  Provinces;  by  Solero  Goecoe- 
chea.  Knight  and  Lieutenant  in  the  National 
Guard."  Then  follows  a  modest  announcement, 
obviously  a  great  improvement  on  the  round-about 
way  which  some  cockney  authors  take  of  impress- 
ing their  readers  with  a  similar  idea,  namely, 
« This  guide  is  incalculably  superior  to  anything 
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of  the  kind,  being  principally  the  result  of  personal 
observation.     The  author.'' 

So  much  for  the  title-page.  The  introduction 
is  worthy  of  it  I  at  first  thought  it  was  intended 
as  a  Carlist  quiz  on  Christino  grandiloquence,  but 
I  was  assured  that  it  issued  from  the  press  with 
all  possible  gravity.  I  transcribe  the  first  para- 
graph, verbatim  et  literatim^  (which  the  corrector 
of  the  press  is  by  no  means  to  attempt  to  ''do 
into  English,")  namely,  ''Every  Spaniard  possess- 
ing feelings  of  honesty  and  noble  gratitude,  must 
be  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  magnanimous  reso- 
lution taken  by  the  gallant  individuals  of  the 
British  co-operative  forces  in  hasting  themselves  to 
the  scene  of  civil  contest,  to  defend  by  the  sacrifice 
of  their  blood  the  sacred  cause  of  liberty,  so  closely 
connected  with  the  throne  of  young  Queen  of 
Spain,  Elizabeth  Ilnd.  Full  of  glorious  emula- 
tion, their  only  wishes  are  directed  to  fight  for  so 
valuable  and  ravishing  object  The  honourable 
and  gallant  member  for  Westminster,  who  so  gene* 
rously  has  placed  himself  at  the  head  of  such  hand- 
some body  of  Englishmen  has  deserved  weU  of  his 
own  country,  where  the  good  feelings  and  good 
wishes  of  the  people  are  embarked  in  the  pros- 
perous success  of  the  cause  he  has  so  warmly 
spoused."  Then  follows  a  chapter  entitied,  "A 
rapid  sketch  on  the  actual  disastrous  dvii  war^  the 

12 
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way  the  Carlists  carry  it,  and  the  possible  moral 
and  effective  means  to  stop  the  progress  of  the 
enemy;"  in  which  after  a  very  rapid  sketch  indeed, 
the  author  discharges  the  following  broadside: — 

'*  The  partisans  of  Don  Carlos,  and  leaders 
of  this  unhappy  war  are,  therefore^  a  compound  of 
Ignorance,  fanaticism,  want,  misery,  and  distress, 
of  all  that  is  disgusting  and  depraved;  thieves, 
vagrants,  robbers,  and  murderers,  wicked  and  des- 
perate individuals."  The  author  can  find  no  ade- 
quate remedy  to  prescribe  for  all  thij,  but  "reta- 
liation," which  recommendation  following  closely 
on  the  picture  he  has  drawn  of  all  that  is  disgust-* 
ing  and  depraved,  affords  amother  sad  illustration  of 
the  effects  of  civil  war,  and  the  tendency  of  poor 
humanity  to  cherish  a  beam  in  its  own  eye  while 
denouncing  the  mote  in  a  brother's.  Then  follows 
some  valuable  "bell-the-cat"  advice  on  the  defen- 
sive details^  which,  in  this  volume,  relate  only  to 
Biscay,  namely,  "It  would  be  urgent  to  enforce 
without  the  least  r^;ard  or  consideration  whatso- 
ever, the  so  often-repeated  order  issued  by  our 
dvil  and  military  authorities  all  over  the  country, 
or,  at  least,  to  all  the  cantons  surrounding  Bil- 
bao and  the  principal  towns,  that,  under  the 
shortest  time  possible,  they  are  to  cut  down  or 
destroy  aU  woods,  thickets,  bushes,  hedges  and 
walls,  at  a  distance  of  eight  hundred  feet  on  both 
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sides  of  the  highways,  roads,  byways  and  prindpal 
defiles  round  their  respective  limits.''  This  good 
advice  would  take  even  the  back  woodsmen  of 
Kentucky  three  generations  to  execute.  But 
not  even  the  noisy  Christines  of  Bilbao  would 
shake  the  laziness  out  of  their  bones,  and  make  a 
beginning  with  the  walls  under  their  own  gate  of 
St.  Augustin,  where  the  Carlist  guerillas  took 
shelter;  or  cut  down  the  trees  in  the  Campo 
Valentino,  only  fifty  yards  off,  where  the  breaching 
battery  of  Eguia  was  planted.    Again, — 

^'It  being  an  uncontradicted  fact  that  the  Carlists 
are  supplied  from  Bilbao  and  other  chief  towns  of 
every  necessaries,  such  as  tobacco,  oil,  salt,  brandy, 
linen,  as  also  ammunitions,  it  would  be  convenient 
to  the  good  success  of  the  Queen's  cause  that  the 
exportation  of  every  such  articles  should  be  pro- 
hibited whilst  under  the  present  circumstances, 
except  what  may  be  directed  for  the  use  of  the 
people  living  within  fortified  places,  and  where 
the  Queen's  orders  are  obeyed."  This  advice  was 
not  very  explicit;  but  Eguia  interpreted  and  ful- 
filled it  with  a  vengeance.  He  not  only  executed 
the  Queen's  orders  to  let  nothing  out,  but  neither 
would  he  let  any  thing  in !  Again,  he  paid  due 
observance  to  the  author's  advice,  namely,  ''All 
kinds  of  subsistences  the  enemy  may  make  use  oi^ 
ought  to  be  taken  all  over  the  country,"  &c«     In 
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short,  he  only  was  acting,  while  the  Christino 
author  and  his  friends  at  Madrid  were  writing, 
speechifying,  decreeing  and  constitution-making; 
so  that  if  CoL  Wylde  and  Lord  John  Hay  had  not 
interfered,  he  would  have  saved  them  all  further 
trouble  respecting  the  province  of  Biscay. 

The  next  series  of  literary  articles  met  my  eye 
in  the  captured  convent  of  Bursena,  whither  I 
walked  the  morning  of  the  22nd  of  Nov.  to  see 
«the  way  the  Carlists  carried  it"  I  took  exten- 
sive notes  of  the  effusions  of  Christino  disloyalty, 
irreverence  and  sentimentality,  scribbled  with 
charcoal  on  the  walls  and  with  chalk  on  the  beau- 
tiful pictures  of  the  grand  altar  of  San  Francisco 
de  Abando;  but  the  entire,  on  review,  presented 
such  a  mass  of  bad  taste  and  bad  feeling,  such  an 
outpouring  of  the  language  of  <*  retaliation,"  in  the 
'^disgusting  and  depraved"  style  (which  in  Spain 
knows  no  medium,  but  selects  the  representations 
of  '*  the  adoration  of  the  shepherds,"  *^  and  the 
wise  men's  offerings,"  as  its  altars  of  pro&nation), 
— that  I  had  no  heart  for  the  task  of  selection 
amongst  what  only  presented  a  variety  of  bad, 
worse,  worst,  — and  committed  the  collection  to 
the  fire. 

A  specimen  of  the  tiiird  literary  series  came 
dancing  J)efore  my  balcony  the  same  morning,  on 
the  fiill  tide  of  die  Ria  Nervion :  it  arrived  in  rather 
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an  uncommon  conveyance — a  butter»firkin  painted 
white,  with  a  staff  erect  through  the  bung  hole 
(where  somebody  had  neatly  fastened  it  with  putty), 
bearing  a  fluttering  fragment  of  red  cloth  to  at- 
tract attention, — something  in  the  style  of  a  wild 
Irish  Ribbonman's  expedient  to  invite  a  challenge 
at  fair  or  market  On  the  head  was  nailed  a  card 
(the  ten  of  clubs),  with  the  appropriate  inscription 
— ^*  Enquire  within/'  Count  Valdeck  did  inquire 
with  the  hilt  of  his  sword,  and  found  an  open 
unsigned  cartel,  written  in  a  neat  Spanish  hand, 
addressed  to  <^  Captain  Lapidge,  Brig  Rinffdove," 
dated  <^  Monday  evening,  November  21,  Bilbao," 
and  commencing  very  fiuniliarly  with  a  free  trans- 
lation of  the  invariable  ^^Apreciable  Amigo :"  viz. 
<^  Dear  Lapidge, — The  telegraph  you  have  erected 
on  La  Desierto  is  too  much  to  the  right  It  should 
be  placed  more  to  the  eastward,  to  be  seen  from 
hence.  Make  it  work,  and  let  us  have  news.  A 
Spanish  flag  on  Miravalles  (or  any  other  better  point 
you  indicate),  will  prove  that  the  signal  is  seen. 
<<  When  do  our  well-wished  for  friends  come  ?*' 
A  second,  third,  and  fourth  of  exchange  floated 
in  sight  subsequently,  each  bearing  its  billet  to 
*^  Dear  Lapidge." — Each  was  doubtless  sent  down 
the  ebb  tide,  the  night  before,  from  Bilbao ;  all  had 
floated  up  again  with  the  return,  and  the  literary 
fleet  was  sailing  down  again  in  the  morning,  to 
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force  the  Carlist  lines  once  more,  when  we  caught 
sight  of  them. 

On  the  same  day,  November  22nd,  at  noon, 
Egtiia  resumed  his  operations  against  the  convent 
of  St  Augustino,  notwithstanding  the  heavy  pass- 
ing showers.  The  battery  at  Campo  Valentino, 
under  Lieutenant  Munuos,  mounting  one  sixteen 
pounder  and  two  four  pounders,  was  directed 
against  it  in  flank ;  while  that  of  La  Alvia,  ad- 
joining the  church  of  San  Vincento  de  Abando,  on 
the  west  side  of  the  river,  took  it  in  front  This 
latter  battery  had  meantime  been  strengthened, 
under  the  care  of  Captains  Mello  and  Simoas,  and 
then  mounted  a  long  twenty-four  pounder,  a 
twenty-four  pounder  carronade,  and  three  others  of 
sixteen,  eight,  and  four.  Soon  after  they  b^;an 
to  play  against  the  convent,  a  heavy  mist  fell  from 
the  moimtains  upon  the  town  and  suburbs.  A 
breach  was,  however,  reported  at  a  quarter  before 
three  o'clock,  and  the  battalions  of  the  third  of 
Navarre,  and  part  of  the  first  and  fifth  of  Biscay, 
advanced  to  the  assault;  but  the  mist  increased 
rapidly  to  a  downright  fog,  till  the  men  could  not 
see  what  they  were  firing  at,  or  where  to  go,  and 
the  general  prudently  withdrew  them.  The  gar- 
rison of  the  convent  made  a  sortie,  in  the  midst  of 
the  attack,  and  a  fierce  but  brief  combat  ensued, 
ending  in  the  hasty  retreat  of  the  Christinos,  and 
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in  which  it  was  beliered  they  must  have  had  near 
a  hundred  men  killed  or  disabled.  The  Carlists 
lost  in  the  batteries,  the  assault,  and  the  sor- 
tie, twenty-five  killed  and  thirty-three  wounded, — 
amongst  whom  were  five  officers.  The  wounds 
were,  however,  almost  all  mortal,  as  indeed  were 
those  received  in  the  previous  attack,  having  been 
inflicted  by  hand-grenades,  and  grape  shot,  on  the 
upper  part  of  the  body.  The  principal  work  was, 
however,  between  the  artilleros  on  either  side. 
Those  of  the  town  proved  that  they  were  not  to  be 
despised,  and  early  produced  an  impression  on  the 
battery  of  Santo  Vincento,  dismounting  three  of  its 
guns,  and  wounding  several  men.  The  other  two, 
however,  still  kept  up  their  fire ;  and,  with  the  aid 
of  the  battery  of  Lieutenant  Munuos  (who  was 
slightly  wounded),  succeeded  in  effecting  the 
breach ;  but  the  density  of  the  fog  prevented  all 
further  operations. 

The  convent,  although  in  ruins  at  the  north- 
eastern extremity,  certainly  stood  very  much  in  the 
way  of  the  besiegers.  Eguia  declared  that  it  must 
be  got  possession  of  before  they  could  occupy  that 
suburb  to  any  useful  purpose.  Once  bond  Jide 
lodged  there,  he  calculated  that  they  would  have 
little  to  fear  from  the  heavy  guns  of  the  Arsenal, 
and  others  planted  on  the  quay  between  the  gates, 
which  at  every  opportunity  co-<^erated  in  the  de- 
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struction  of  the  Carlist  batteries,  but  which  were 
only  capable  of  annoying  assailants  who  stood  out- 
side of  the  convent  The  building  was,  however, 
very  strong,  and  so  surrounded  by  houses,  that  the 
General  found  it  a  tedious  work  to  batter  it  suffi- 
ciently for  his  purpose.  It  was  easy  enough  to 
demolish  its  superficial  upper  works  and  accessories, 
but  the  Basque  churches  are  all  solidly  bnUt  within, 
arched  with  stone  over  nave  and  choir,  and  very 
little  affected  by  bombardments,  at  least  such  as 
had  hitherto  been  directed  against  them.  There 
were  many  other  accessible  and  less  knotty  points 
around  the  town,  which  the  General  might  have 
dealt  with  instead;  but  as  he  could  not  overlook 
the  probability  of  Espartero's  making  a  strong  and 
sudden  effort  to  raise  the  siege  now  that  he  was  rein* 
forced, — he  cautiously  kept  his  guns  in  the  way  be- 
fore the  gate  of  St  Augustin,  on  the  very  road  along 
which  the  troops  must  march  from  Portugalete  to 
enter  the  town.  Any  steam-boat  that  might  at- 
tempt to  force  an  entry,  would  also  have  to  paddle 
close  before  the  mouths  of  all  his  guns  and  mortars, 
a  passage  which  he  endeavoured  to  render  as  diffi- 
cult as  possible,  by  the  interposition  of  some  chain- 
cables  of  Bilbao  wrought  iron. 

The  injuries  which  the  batteries  received  in  the 
attack  on  the  morning  of  the  22nd,  are  in  part  to  be 
attributed  to  the  previous  bad  system  of  confiding 
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the  night  works  about  the  batteries,  their  formation, 
repairs,  &c.  to  the  old  paysanos^  who  would  rather 
have  been  excused  this  species  of  labour,  and  not 
to  the  young  soldiers,  who  would  gladly  have  un- 
dertaken the  job.  A  peasant,  the  fieither  of  a  feunily 
shattered  by  g^pe-shot,  is  a  sorrowful  sight;  the  sol* 
diers  however  thought  nothing  of  wounds ;  so  Eguia 
and  the  Marquis  de  Valdespina  laid  their  heads 
tc^ether,  and  arranged  the  matter  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all  parties.  The  peasants  were  relieved  from  their 
quota  of  labour,  whenever  they  pleased,  by  the 
payment  of  a  peseta  ( lOd.)  to  a  soldier  in  lieu  of  it, 
day  or  night.  One  peasant  was  killed  the  night  of 
the  21st,  and  four  wounded,  in  the  alteration  of  the 
batteries :  I  believe  they  were  the  last 

The  failure  of  this  second  attack  on  the  town  was 
deeply  felt.  Numbers  of  spectators  had  gathered 
from  the  surrounding  country  (as  they  had  in  the 
previous  affair  of  the  17th) ;  but  the  heavy  mist 
obscured  all  view  of  the  operations,  either  offensive 
or  defensive,  and  little  could  be  seen  but  the 
successive  litters  of  wounded  emerging  from  the 
suburb.  I  descended  from  the  hills  to  the  river 
side,  in  hopes  of  seeing  more  dearly  what  was 
going  on;  but  the  mist  had  taken  possession  of  the 
low  ground  also.  I  found  the  boatmen  all  on  the 
alert,  disregarding  the  cannonade  and  straiaing 
their  eyes  to  find  anything  afloat  smugging  letters 
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from  Bilbao  to  Fort  Desierto,  having  already  cap- 
tared  the  four  audacious  butter  firkins  that  were 
endeavouring  to  break  through  the  lines,  bearing 
be  siinile  hints  to  Captain  Lapidge  for  the  im- 
prorement  of  his  invisible  telegraph. 

They  caught  just  then  a  large  dead  pig,  floating 
down,  which  they  cut  up,  but  found  no  enclosures. 
At  this  period,  Lord  Ranelagh  and  Count  Valdeck 
were  sent  by  Eguia  with  instructions,  across  the 
river  to  the  Abando  batteries;  and  I  accompanied 
them  to  obtain,  if  possible,  a  better  sight  of  St. 
Angustin.  We  found  in  passing  the  balls  break- 
ing the  tombstones  of  the  English  ofiicers  buried 
in  the  presque-isle  of  La  Alvia.  '*  You  will  not 
get  a  good  view  of  the  effects  of  the  cannonade 
from  any  side  to  day,"  said  Lord  R.  to  me,  ^^  espe- 
<3ally  from  the  battery  before  us ;  for  the  Urbanos 
ottke  it  a  point  that  nobody  shall  peep  over  the 
pan^t  without  losing  his  eyesight  You  are  the 
historian  of  the  siege,  and  there's  no  occasion  for 
you  to  be  silenced,  like  the  twenty-four  pounder 
there.  You'd  write  a  very  lame  account  of  it  with 
your  arm  in  a  sling,  or  your  eye  out,  or  your  head 
in  your  hand ;  so  get  up  instead  into  that  tall  house 
that  overlooks  the  battery  (the  head-quarters  of  the 
Alvia  artillery),  where  perhaps  you  may  see  some- 
thing above  the  mist  We  will  join  you  there,  after 
leemg  all  right  at  the  battery.'' — "  If  not,"  said 
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Count  v.,  *'  recollect  to  write  a  handsome  notice 
for  our  obituary,  and  to  look  out  for  some  more 
quiet  and  comfortable  burial  place  for  us,  than  that 
we  have  just  passed/*  So  they  went  on,  joking  as 
usual,  *^  even  to  the  cannon's  mouth;"  while  I,  pre- 
ferring their  advice  to  their  example,  got  up  to  the 
granero  in  the  roof  of  the  tall  house  in  search  of  my 
view ;  but  all  was  mist  both  above  and  below.  Re- 
turning with  them,  subsequently,  along  the  river 
side,  to  a  spot  where  a  boat  awaited  us,  I  stopped 
for  a  moment  to  cut  one  of  the  long  canes  peculiar 
to  the  country,  and  which  we  found  of  especial  use 
in  our  wanderings  by  mountain  and  river, — being 
exceedingly  light  in  proportion  to  its  strength, 
serving  not  only  as  a  staff  in  the  dusk,  and  a  probe 
in  the  mud  or  sand,  but  also  as  a  very  portable 
mountain-support  for  a  telescope, — which  unless 
steadied  by  its  aid  (like  the  transverse  piece 
of  St  John's  cross),  would  be  frequently  rendered 
useless  by  the  wind.  (The  peasantry  cultivate  them 
to  form  treUiceSf  or  parrasj  to  sustain  their  vines  at 
four  or  five  feet  distance  from  the  ground,  to  admit 
air  and  light  beneath;  but,  so  powerful  are  the 
countervailing  influences  of  the  mountains,  and  the 
cold  and  rain  they  induce,  that  the  vine  of  Biscay, 
although  receiving  perhaps  more  careful  culture 
than  any  in  Spain,  produces  the  worst  wine  I  have 
ever  tasted.)    I  had  scarcely  walked  off  three  steps 
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with  my  staffs  when  a  cannon  ball  from  the  town 
plunged  into  the  cane  plot  through  the  very  place 
where  I  had  stood,  mowing  down  the  rank  of  which 
I  had  carried  off  the  flank  man !  Had  I  been  half 
a  quarter  of  a  minute  more  dilatory,  I  certainly 
should  hare  seen  very  little  more  of  the  siege. 
The  cannon  balls  were,  indeed,  every  day  playing 
singular  freaks  over  hill  and  valley.  A  young  officer 
was  the  same  day  shot  dead,  as  he  stood  beside 
Eguia,  at  the  floating  bridge  under  Santo  Mames, 
— ^half  a  mile  further  than  shot  was  ever  known 
to  range  from  the  dty. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

The  Christino  operations  for  the  relief  of  Bilbao 
now  came  within  the  view  of  the  besiegers,  and 
rendered  the  contest  doubly  interesting.  On  Sa- 
turday the  25th  November,  we  could  perceive  from 
the  Banderas,  that  two  companies  from  Portu- 
galete  had  entered  the  convent  of  San  Nicolas  del 
Desierto,  that  its  telegraph  was  actively  at  work, 
and  that  a  bridge  of  boats  and  trincaduras  was  in 
pr<^e8s  on  the  south,  over  the  estuary  (the  Ria 
Galinda)  which  separates  it  from  the  village  of 
Baracaldo.  This  was  completed  the  next  morn- 
ing, and  the  road  was  thereby  opened  for  tlie 
Christinos  to  the  next  estuary,  the  Ria  Salcedon. 
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2  BURSENA   BURN£D   AND    RETAKBN. 

While  these  preparations  were  going  on,  the  Carlists 
set  fire  to  their  late  acquisition,  the  empty  convent 
of  Burseria  on  the  northern  bank  of  the  last-men- 
tioned Ria,  and  partially  broke  down  the  suspension 
bridge  which  connected  it  with  the  southern  bank, 
so  that  their  guerillas  might  pass  over  by  clinging 
to  the  chains,  which  were  allowed  to  remain  at 
one  side,  but  which  hostile  feet  dare  not  attempt,  in 
whatever  force  they  might  arrive.  (Vide  Appendix.) 
On  Sunday  morning  the  26th  November,  at  day- 
break, a  column  of  12,000  Christinos,  led  by  Espar- 
tero,  Oraa,  and  the  Baron  de  Meer,  marched  out  of 
Portugalete ;  and,  ere  the  last  had  left  it,  extended 
along  the  river  to  the  convent  of  San.  NiooUs. 
Crossing  the  promontory  of  Desierto,  they  passed 
over  the  bridge  of  boats,  and  the  heights  above 
Baracaldo;  while  the  Carlist  guns  at  Banderas, 
Monte  de  Cabras,  and  the  Baya  Saroza,  kept  up 
a  brisk  fire  at  them  across  the  Ria  Nervion.  They 
marched  right  to  the  convent,  extinguished  the 
flames,  and  attempted  to  take  possession  of  the 
bridge,  in  hopes  to  render  it  passable;  but  the 
Carlists  had  arranged  every  thing  their  own  way, 
and  they  were  a  day  too  late.  However,  they 
planted  a  couple  of  field  pieces,  and  endeavoured 
to  drive  away  from  the  bridge-house,  the  guerillas 
who  defended  the  chains  and  tottering  planks,  but 
without  effect    They  then  mardied  further  inland, 
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along  the  Ria  Saloedon,  trying  to  cross  by  fording 
at  Quadra;  but,  beaten  back  every  where,  they 
marched  on  to  the  bridge  of  Castrejana  (a  single 
stone  arch)  in  a  deep  valley  under  the  church  of 
St.  Agatha),  over  which  E^partero  had  vainly 
attempted  to  force  his  way,  to  raise  the  first  siege  of 
Bilbao  in  the  time  of  ZumalacarregoL  He  knew  the 
gronnd  very  well,  and  drove  in  Castor's  guerillas 
like  a  man  determined  to  have  his  own  way  this 
time.  His  lancers  at  first  actually  galloped  at  them ; 
but  they  were  soon  glad  to  allow  their  own  guerillas 
to  take  the  precedence.  About  two  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  a  grand  rush  was  made  to  force  the 
bridge:  (the  Carlists  say  that  the  Christinos  always 
attack  in  the  afternoon,  that  the  approaching  night 
naay  cover  their  retreat).  Here  Don  Castor  Ande- 
chaga  made  a  stand  and  combined  his  forces  with 
Sopelana,  when  a  serious  contest  took  place.  The 
CarUst  battalion  of  Guipuscoa  reserved  its  fire  till 
the  Christinos  came  close  down  to  the  bridge;  then 
poured  a  volley  that  sounded  like  a  broadside,  and 
made  them  halt  and  stagger.  The  Carlists  were 
very  steady,  although  both  divisions  concentrated 
here  under  the  command  of  the  General-in-chief, 
VUlarreal,  amounted  only  to  3,000  men  (out  of 
the  6,S00  at  his  disposal)  with  two  field  pieces. 
The  affair  was  soon  decided  by  the  battalion  of 
Guipuscoa  rushing  over  the  arch  and  driving  the 
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a^ssailants  up  the  heights  again,  where  they  en- 
camped  for  the  night,  at  a  distance  of  above  two 
miles  from  the  bridge,  having  lost  ten  prisonen, 
thirteen  mules  laden  with  ammunition,  and  the 
carriages  of  their  two  field  pieces.  They  either 
buried  the  guns  soiqewhere  during  the  night  on 
their  retreat,  or  carried  them  off  on  the  backs  of 
their  baggage  mules.  The  loss  of  the  Christinos 
in  this  attempt,  according  to  their  admission  to 
their  English  friends  at  Portugalete,  was  900  in 
killed  and  wounded.  Amongst  the  latter  was 
General  Castaneda,  severely.  The  CarUst  loss  in 
wounded  was  twenty-seven  officers,  amongst  them 
Captain  Vial,  of  the  Alavese  (brother  of  the  officer 
wounded  before  tlie  gate  of  San  Agustin),  and 
eighty-two  privates  (forty  seriously),  but  I  believe 
none  were  killed.  (Vide  Appendix.) 

Villarreal  and  his  staff  were  everywhere— on  the 
bridge,  in  the  fire,  and  (quite  as  dangerous)  in  the 
previous  reconnoitering  parties,  within  pistol-shot 
of  the  Christines,  when  I  expected  the  latter  would 
have  made  a  dash,  and  either  have  killed  or  taken 
them  all !  But  everything  seems  to  go  by  con- 
traries in  Christino  and  Carlist  warfare.  An  assail- 
ing force  of  12,000  of  the  former,  lose  all  courage 
after  the  first  check  of  the  guerillas  of  3000  of  the 
latter.  As  to  the  Carlist  besiegers,  they  ought 
(according  to   the  best  tacticians)   to  have  been 
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quite  out  of  Bpirits,  and  ready  to  raise  the  siege  at 
finding  themselves  placed  between  two  fires  thun- 
dering at  each  end  of  the  valley  of  Duesto ;  while 
the  garrison  ought  to  have  made  a  sortie^  &c.  No- 
thing of  the  kind !  The  garrison  merely  endea- 
voured to  hold  their  own,  blazing  away  inside  the 
walls,  while  the  Carlists'  courage  increased  with  the 
dangers  of  their  position.  While  Villarreal  was 
beating  Espartero  up  the  hill  at  St  Agatha,  Eguia 
was  assaulting  the  convent  of  San.  Agustin,  for  the 
fifUi  time  I  believe.  He  had  given  the  blockade 
of  the  convent  to  three  companies  of  Arragonese, 
eommanded  by  Captain  Don  Francisco  Garcia^  and 
had  assured  them  that  he  would  allow  them  to  take 
it  all  by  themselves  without  any  Biscayan  help. 
Being  in  high  spirits,  particularly  flattered  by 
the  compliment,  and  cheered  on  by  Don  Juan  de 
Bessieres  of  the  Engineers,  who  had  volunteered 
for  the  assault  of  the  convent,  they  dashed  at  it  at 
noon-day,  and  took  it  by  surprise.  The  garrison 
made  a  desperate  resistance ;  retiring  from  one 
apartment  to  another,  defending  each  as  long  as 
they  could,  then  escaping  as  they  might,  and 
finally  making  a  stand  in  the  church  where  a  se- 
rious contest  took  place.  None  of  the  oflScers  or 
old  soldiers  asked  or  expected  quarter;  and  when 
the  Carlists  found  themselves  inside,  only  seventy- 
five  were  there  alive  to  surrender  at  discretion. — 
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These  were  all  boys,  little  removed  firom  mere  chil- 
dren, whose  singular  and  pitiable  appearance  made 
the  assailants  pause  and  spare,  the  instant  they  laid 
down  their  arms.  They  strij^ed  them,  however, 
of  course,  and  struggled  their  brawny  shoulders 
into  the  superfine  jackets  of  the  boys ; — ^then 
dashed  on  again,  and  took  two  strong  houses  in  the 
adjoining  street,  the  Calle  de  Sendeca.  71  of  the 
prisoners  were  of  the  regiment  of  Compostella, 
and  4  of  that  of  Truxillo ; — the  last  remaining  of 
those  two  fine  regiments.   (Vide  Appendix,) 

It  appeared,  that  many  of  the  Christino  soldiers 
who  were  on  guard  there,  had  left  their  posts,  and 
ascended  to  the  belfry  or  to  the  hill  fort  within  the 
gates,  to  obtain  a  sight  of  the  distant  combat  The 
Arragonese  upon  the  watch,  adroitly  slipped  into 
the  convent,  and  took  possession  of  it ;  its  garrison, 
on  their  return,  were  repulsed,  and  fled  towards 
the  town.  They  were  met  by  the  astonished  Urba- 
nos, — the  alarm  was  given,  and  every  ezertion 
was  made  to  duq>ossess  the  editors.  A  large  body 
of  the  Urbanos  appeared,  each  carrying  a  straw 
mattrass, — rushed  into  the  church, — set  fire  to 
them  under  the  wood  work,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
the  whole  interior  of  the  magnificent  building  was 
in  flames;  the  beautiful  carved  work,  and  every 
other  combustible  material,  was  consumed,  and 
nothing  remained  but  the  massive  walls  filled  with 
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dense  smoke*  This  drove  out  the  Arragonese,  but 
they  soon  returned  in  force,  before  the  Urbanos 
could  be  strengthened,  and  a  desperate  struggle 
took  place  upon  the  burning  embers.  Two  oflScers 
of  the  Urbanos,  Don  Candido  Pedronena,  and  the 
other  Don — Gaminda,  were  killed,  besides  twenty- 
six  of  the  privates.  The  garrison  immediately 
turned  their  fire  on  the  convent,  and  threw  shell 
after  shell,  till  they  set  it  also  on  fire.  The  news 
flew  like  lightning  to  the  Carlists  at  the  bridge  of 
Castrejana.  They  soon  told  it  to  the  Christinos, 
and  were  henceforth  all-conquering. 

The  next  morning  at  daylight  (Monday  27th), 
Castor,  who  had  slept  on  the  Christino  side  of  the 
bridge,  followed  up  his  work  of  driving  back  £s- 
partero  and  his  forces;  and  while  the  Carlist  gue- 
rillas were  gradually  advancing,  a  steamer  from 
Portugalete  came  dashing  up  the  river,  towing 
fifteen  launches,  and  a  trincadura  ;— -cast  anchor 
at  the  quay  under  fort  Desierto,  and  there  looked 
off  the  boats,  which  were  speedily  rowed  round  the 
point  into  the  Ria  Galinda,  and  up  to  the  pontoon 
bridge.    There  they  received  the  wounded  of  the 
previous  day's  combat,  and  returned  without  delay 
to  Portugalete.  At  this  period  ViUarreal  descended 
the  hill  above  Bursena  at  the  head  of  five  bat- 
taUons,  forded  the  Ria  Salcedon,  and  ascended  the 
hiU  in  the  fiiee  of  Espartero's  retiring  battaUons. 
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These  poured  in  a  heavy  fire  which,  strange  to  say, 
did  not  kill  or  wound  any  one.  Villarreai  and  his 
staff  rode  in  the  very  front  all  the  time. 

The  Christinos  now  retreated  hastily,  but  in  good 
order,  in  two  columns,  by  the  same  roads  they  came; 
burning  all  the  houses  in  Baracaldo  and  Sestao, 
beside  several  casarioSi  in  the  most  reckless  and 
evidently  despairing  style  of  evacuation.  This  part 
of  the  country  had  not  up  to  that  moment  been 
in  the  hands  of  the  Carlists;  but  the  Christinos 
were  destroying  all  within  their  reach,  as  if  they 
never  hoped  to  repossess  themselves  of  it  The 
Carlist  army  were  furious  at  this  atrocity ;  and  it 
was  feared  that  such  a  return  for  all  their  clemency 
would  have  a  lamentable  result  for  the  Urbanos 
of  Bilbao,  or  any  Christinos  taken  prisoners  in 
future  conflicts.  The  Carlists  had  hitherto  display- 
ed extraordinary  forbearance.  All  the  prisoners 
taken  by  assault  or  otherwise,  around  Bilbad^  dur- 
ing the  siege,  whether  in  the  Banderas,  los  C^u- 
cliinos,  San  Mames,  Bursena,  Sna.  Agustin,  or 
at  the  bridge  of  Castrejana, — had  been  spared ;  and 
iu  return,  Espartero  set  the  dwelling-houses  of  their 
friends  and  kindred  in  flames !  But  all,  from  the 
General  to  the  private,  were  now  dreadfully  indig- 
nant, and  threatened  correspondingly  \     At  night 

*  The  inteUigent  eorrespondent  of  The  Monumg  CkromeU  tt 
Portupilete  writes,  on  Nofember  SO : — *'  Before  reerosiiog  the 
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Villarreal  held  all  the  positions  at  the  Bilbao  side 
of  Desierto.  The  Infante  Don  Sebasdan  witnessed 
all  the  operations  of  both  days,  from  the  captured 
fort  of  the  Banderas.     (Vide  Appendix. J 

Believing  the  town  must  submit  after  this  double 
victory,  Eguia  sent  a  parleTnentario  to  summon 
it; — ^to  spare,  if  possible,  the  horrors  of  an  as- 
sault. (Vide  Appendix, J  Don  Luis  Peseto,  (the 
adjutant  of  General  Sylvestre,  who  distinguished 
himself  so  much  at  the  taking  of  San  Mam^) — 
delivered  the  message  at  the  gates  of  San  Agustin, 
and  was  informed  that  on  the  morrow  an  answer 
would  be  sent  by  General  San  Miguel.  While 
in  this  dangerous  vicinity,  (for  the  garrison  were 
firing  shot  and  shells  on  the  church  and  captured 
convent  all  day,)  he  was  wounded  by  a  .shot; 
but  it  was  believed  accidentally.  Another  more 
serious  acddent  took  place  in  the  battery  of  Uri- 
barri  that  day :  a  caisson  blew  up,  and  wounded 
Colonel  Benito  Urrutia,  a  cadet,  and  nine  men. 

bridge  of  boftts  oyer  the  Galinda  River,  on  the  evening  of  the 
S7th,  the  Queen's  troops  set  fire  to  the  extensive  village  of  Bara- 
caldo;  this  was  not  done  by  order  of  General  Espartero,  but  by  * 
individuals  of  the  army,  exasperated  at  finding  the  place  deserted 
by  the  inhabitants,  as  was  the  case  in  every  village  and  hamlet  on 
the  approach  of  the  Queen's  army.  The  very  reverse  occurs  when 
the  factious  bands  appear ; — not  only  do  the  people  remain  in  their 
houses,  but  the  rebels  are  supplied  with  provisions  and  comforts, 
while  the  Christinos  meet  with  nothing  but  bare  walla." 
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San  Miguel  never  sent  his  promised  reply ;  hav-* 
ing,  meantime,  received  an  assurance  from  Captain 
Lapidge's  ever-consolatory  telegraph  (as  we  sub- 
sequently learned),  that  Espartero  would  imme- 
diately make  another  effort  for  his  relief. 


BRITISH   VESSELS  IN   THE   RIVER.  11 


CHAPTER  II. 


It  may  naturally  be  supposed  that  the  proceediiigs 
of  the  British  vessels  of  force  in  the  river  Nervion 
were  a  subject  of  much  speculation  and  anxiety, 
both  to  the  Carlist  army  and  the  few  Englishmen 
who  happened  to  be  present  at  the  siege.  It  may 
appear  extraordinary  now,  but  it  is  nevertheless 
certain,  that  the  besiegers  were  willing  to  believe 
that  the  British  flag  would  not  be  lightly  endan- 
gered or  committed  in  a  mountain  contest,  and  to 
hope  that  if  they  abstained  from  insult  and  injury, 
their  forbearance  would  be  appreciated  and  their 
hostility  not  be  wantonly  provoked.  The  extent  of 
both  will  be  best  understood  by  the  perusal  of  an 
extract  from  the  admirable  description  of  the  pecu- 
liar circumstances  of  the  case  by  a  correspondent  of 
The  Morning  Chronicle  in  a  letter  dated  <*  Fortuga- 
lete,  November  1 )  .*'    The  writer  took  an  active 
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part  in  the  operatioiis  for  the  relief  of  Bilbao,  and 
was,  rewarded  by  the  cross  of  San  Fernando. 

*^  The  position  of  his  Majesty's  vesseb  here,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  senior  British  officer  command- 
ing in  the  river,  is  peculiar,  and  I  may  say,  critical. 
The  space  between  the  bar  of  Portugalete  and  the 
fortified  post  of  the  Desierto,  may  literally  be  called 
a  trap.  It  is  impossible  to  get  out  of  it  under  cer- 
tain circumstances,  which  occur  five  weeks  out  of 
six  at  this  season  of  the  year.  For  instance,  when 
the  bar  is  up^  as  it  is  called  in  nautical  language,  it 
is  impossible  for  a  vessel  or  a  boat  to  go  out;  and 
beyond  the  Desierto,  nothing  can  proceed  up  the 
river  under  existing  circumstances.  His  Majesty's 
brigs  Ringdove  and  Saracen  are  at  this  moment 
within  the  above-described  trap,  the  sides  of  which 
yawn  with  cannon-mouths  ready  to  send  forth 
destructive  thunder.  The  spring  tides  are  over, 
and  in  forty-eight  hours  the  mouth  of  the  trap  will 
be  completely  closed.  Nothing  else  remains,  there- 
fore, than  to  fight  right  and  left  against  batteries 
erected  or  erecting  on  each  side  of  them.  It  is  by 
no  means  improbable  that  with  these  advantages 
the  Carlists  may  seriously  injure,  or  perhaps  disable, 
his  Majesty's  vessels,  without  any  other  good  result 
being  obtained  than  a  proof — perhaps  a  very  severe 
one— of  the  bravery  and  devotedness  of  our  naval 
officers." 


HOHOURABLE   INTENTIONS?  13 

Feeling  no  litde  anxiety  on  the  same  subject 
myself,  I  (shortly  after  the  capture  of  Bursena) 
rode  with  a  friend  around  Monte  de  Cabras,  and 
the  causeway  of  Luchana,  to  learn  the  whereabouts 
of  his  Majesty's  brigs  Saracen  and  Ringdtwe^  and 
ascertain  *^if  their  intentions  were  honourable"  in 
their  approach  to  the  mountains.  We  found  them 
lying  to,  among  the  restless  Trincaduras,  above  and 
below  Fort  Desierto,  apparently  asleep — with  only 
the  old  true  blue  cockade  fluttering  at  the  mast-head. 
The  Carlists  seemed  asleep  also, — in  the  confidence 
that  John  Bull  would  show  fair  play  and  have  the 
candour  to  send  his  compliments  up  the  hills  in  a 
broadside,  if  he  intended  to  interfere  again  on  shore 
in  the  family  quarrel ;  meanwhile  strict  orders  had 
been  g^ven  by  General  f^uia  not  to  fire  on  the 
British  vessels  on  any  account.  We  stopped  at 
the  door  of  the  old  auberge  in  the  causeway  to  take 
a  hngue  vue  of  the  fort,  and  saw  the  Christino  artil- 
leros  busy  with  the  thirty-two  pounders.  The 
hostess  popped  her  head  out  of  the  window  above, 
and  hearing  our  observations,  got  into  the  fidgets. 
^^EUos  tiran  de  tiempo  in  tiempo^  Sefioresf**  said 
she  impatiently.  ^*  They  fire  every  minute  from  the 
fort  at  whatever  appears  on  the  hills  or  the  cause- 
way, and  they  keep  one  gun  levelled  to  sweep  the 
spot  before  my  door  just  where  you  stand ;  and  oh, 
if  they  miss  you,  they'll  knock  my  house  down ! 
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Sania  Maria  f  Quiia  /"  We  cantered  off  for  the 
good  of  the  house,  and  the  shot  came  hopping  after 
us  just  two  seconds  too  late. 

On  arriving  at  Bayonne  eight  weeks  afterwards,  I 
learned  to  my  great  surprise  that  while  his  Majes- 
ty's brigs  Saracen  and  Ringdove  lay  inoffensively 
in  the  river,  apparently  confiding  in  the  well- 
known  friendly  disposition  of  the  Carlists  above^ 
(who  could  easily  have  sunk  them  if  they  pleased,) 
the  English  crews  were  actually  at  work  in  Desier- 
to,  cannonading  the  facciosos  !  Such  was  old  En- 
gland's fiEur  play  in  Spanish  affairs, — according  to 
the  non-intervention  policy  uppermost  in  Downing 
Street  I  Fair  play  !  non  intervention  !  The  words 
are  astonished  to  find  themselves  in  the  same  sen- 
tence. "  God  preserve  us  firom  our  friends !"  say 
the  astonished  Carlists:  <<we  are  able  to  deal  with 
our  enemies  ourselves.  Had  we  expected  the  Eng- 
lish navy  to  take  part  against  us  on  the  heights  of 
Monte  de  Cabras,  we  should  have  been  better  pre- 
pared, and  not  left  the  road  open  to  them,  as 
we  did  on  Christmas  Eve,  to  induce  Espartero 
and  his  fellows  to  come  and  be  beaten.  Otroi 
dias,  otraa  circonstaneias  f" 

I  had  intended  to  state  in  detail  the  several 
&cts  connected  with  this  singular  proceeding, 
but  as  I  find  them  abready  in  print  in  a  very 
interesting  letter  from  Lord  Ranelagh  to  Lord 
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John  Hay,  I  b^  leave  to  refer  the  reader  to  it 
as  an  authentic  and  highly  ingtructive  statement. 
(Vide  Appendix  A.J  His  Iiordship  takes  such  a 
dear,  right  English  view  of  the  case,  that  I  can 
add  nothing  to  its  forcible  illustration  of  the  very 
extraordinary  policy  pursued  in  the  disposition  of 
H.  B.  M/s  Naval  forces. 

As  however,  the  besiegers  were  in  a  great  degree 
of  uncertainty  respecting  the  intentions  of  their 
enemies,  and  as  it  was  not  at  all  improbable  that 
the  river  would  be  made  the  grand  line  of  opera- 
tions for  the  relief  of  Bilbao,  every  care  was 
taken  by  Elgnia  to  accumulate  obstacles  in  the  path 
either  of  their  steam-boats  or  trincadur<u.  Panqpets 
were  thrown  up  at  Lexona  where  he  intended  to 
bring  some  gpws  to  bear  on  Portugalete  and  De- 
sierto,  but  the  heavy  metal  of  the  latter  fort  soon 
levelled  them,  and  this  plan  was  given  up.  During 
the  severe  weather  the  floating-bridge  which  stretch- 
ed, across  from  Olaveaga  to  the  convent  of  San. 
Mames,  was  thrice  broken  up :  the  last  time  by  the 
shock  of  boats  which  the  garrison  floated  down  against 
it,  with  the  aid  of  the  rapid  ebb  which  prevails  in  this 
Ria.  On  that  occasion  the  General  himself  rode  to 
the  spot,  and  not  only  issued  orders  for  its  reconstruc- 
don  with  hawsers  and  moorings  that  gave  fidr  pro- 
mise of  not  letting  it  loose  in  haste  again,  but  stood 
by,  and  saw  it  done.  He  also  set  General  Sylvestre 
to  prepare  a  sunken  bar  of  boats  full  of  stones 
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across  the  Ria  farther  up  towards  the  town,  just 
opposite  the  church  of  Deusto ;  but  the  mountam 
floods,  high  tides  and  low  ebbs  disarranged  the 
latter  job ; — the  boats  would  not  stay  where  they 
were  placed ;  so  General  Sylvestre  set  to  woric 
driving  a  double  row  of  piles  diagonally  across  the 
river,  in  a  ford  near  the  same  spot,  to  present  a 
more  steady  array  of  impediments.  Don  Sebastian 
now  resided  in  Olaveaga,  and  although  he  did  not 
take  any  active  part  either  against  the  town  or  tlie 
army  approaching  to  relieve  it,  evinced  great  in- 
terest in  the  operations.  He  frequently  visited  the 
hospitals,  inspected  the  accommodations  and  endear 
voured  to  cheer  the  spirits  of  the  sufferers ; — attend- 
ing the  masses  celebrated  in  their  presence,  and 
providing  for  their  comfort  by  disbursements  from 
his  private  purse.  On  the  21st  November,  I  re- 
member, he  gave  every  wounded  private  a  dollar, 
and  every  officer  in  the  hospitals,  six.  These  acts 
of  kind  and  considerate  attention  produced  the  best 
effect;  and  severe  as  were  the  privations  of  the 
poor  fellows  who  formed  the  mass  of  the  army,  I 
never  heard  a  murmur  amongst  them ;  excepting 
indeed  from  Messieurs  and  Mynheers  the  Algerines, 
who  had  always  some  grievance  to  complain  of, — 
above  all,  that  their  bravery  was  not  appreciated : 
— so  their  chief  consoladon  lay  in  celebrating  their 
own  valorous  acts  for  the  edification  of  all  who 
would  listen.    Indeed  I  must  do  them  the  justice 
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to  say,  that  if  their  other  virtues  had  equalled  their 
courage,  they  would  have  been  worthy  of  the 
highest  military  honours  that  Don  Carlos  could  be- 
stow. They  were  foremost  in  almost  every  afiair 
of  danger,  and  had  more  officers  and  men  killed 
and  wounded  amongst  them,  than  any  other  corps 
of  double  their  numbers  engaged  in  the  siege. 
But  truth  must  be  told :  they  were  very  fond  of 
mno-ti7aOf  miuhblancOf  chacali^  aguardiente^  tfc.^ 
rery  fond  of  a  quarrel  afterwards,  and  gave 
their  officers  exceeding  trouble  to  manage  them. 
Some  of  these  French  officers  were  the  finest  look- 
ing men,  and  the  most  thorough-going  soldiers 
I  ever  beheld. 

On  the  28th  we  received  intelligence  that  Itu- 
ralde,  his  wife  and  daughter,  with  a  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  and  five  other  officers  had  been  surprized 
and  taken  prisoners  at  Araya,  six  leagues  from 
Vitoria,  by  a  noted  Christino  partizan,  smuggler 
and  thief,  named  Martin  de  Barea.  This  news 
caused  a  great  sensation  in  the  camp,  as  it  was  said 
that  a  second  surprize  could  not  have  occurred 
accidentally,  Ituralde  having  on  the  18th  of  Au- 
gust previous  lost  400  men  between  Sesma  and 
Lodosa  by  a  similar  want  of  precaution.  His  wife 
was  permitted  shortly  afterwards  to  come  to  the 
camp  before  Bilbao  to  endeavour  to  settle  his  affiiirs. 
She  remained  there  some  days,  after  which  the 
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minister  prudently  directed  her  to  reside  at  Aspeytia 
till  the  termination  of  the  siege* 

No  answer  arriving  from  San  Miguel^  the 
Carlists  resolved  to  make  the  most  of  their  time, 
and  try  if  any  impression  could  be  made  upon  the 
old  town  at  the  west,  where  the  low  grounds  of 
Albia  stretched  along  the  left  bank  of  the  river 
towards  San.  Mames; — accordingly  on  the  -29th 
of  November,  Eguia  brought  a  couple  of  guns  to 
bear  on  the  garden  wall  of  the  fortified  convent  of 
Santa  Clara  de  la  Conoepcion,  outside  the  town,  to 
the  north,  and  made  a  trifling  breach  towards  even- 
ing ;  but  the  garrison  within  kept  up  such  a  con- 
tinuous fire  on  the  spot,  that  all  who  attempted 
to  enter  were  repulsed  on  the  instant  The  guns 
of  the  town  were  ako  directed  against  the  assail- 
ants, and  seriously  interfered  with  their  operations. 
Four  Carlists  were  killed,  and  about  a  doien 
wounded  in  this  afiair.  The  convent  was  a  good 
position,  and  worth  taking,  as  it  would  have  open- 
ed Bilbao  Veijo  to  the  besi^^rs.  Their  battery 
was  again  at  work  the  next  day,  but  nothing 
effective  was  accomplished  against  Santa  Clara; 
for  thenceforward  the  operations  of  Eqwrtero 
became  so  important^  that  every  hand  and  gun 
which  could  be  spared  from  the  blockade  was 
arrayed  on  the  hills  overlooking  the  approaches 
from  Portugalete. 
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The  bridge  of  boats  which  had  been  hiid  on 
the  mornbg  of  the  27th  of  November,  to  enable 
Espartero  to  cross  the  Ria  Galinda  from  Fort 
Desierto  to  Buisefia,  was  withdrawn  on  Monday 
night,  soon  after  the  last  of  his  two  columns  had 
recrossed  it;  and  nothing  was  heard  or  seen  of 
them  on  Tuesday  till  dusk,  when  it  was  perceived 
from  the  heights,  that  they  were  constructing 
another  bridge  of  boats  across  the  very  mouth  of 
the  Ria  Nervion,  leading  from  Portugalete  to  the 
right  or  eastern  bank.  This  bridge  contained 
thirty-two  gun  boats,  brigs  and  larger  vessels. 
Soon  after  day-break  the  next  morning  (the  90th) 
a  mass  of  troops,  cavalry,  infimtry  and  artillery 
were  seen  to  pass  over  it,  and  form  on  the 
sands  before  the  Consulate  House.  It  is  believed 
that  12,000  men  marched  over  this  bridge  that 
day,  and  it  was  known  that  Espartero  expected 
4,000  more  from  Valmaceda  before  he  committed 
himself  in  the  attempt  to  fwce  the  Carlist  lines. 
These  not  arriving,  he  was  obliged  to  attempt 
something  with  <<the  few  he  had.'' 

The  position  held  by  the  Carlist  army  on  the 
heights  of  San  Domingo  and  Archanda  was  magni* 
fioent,  considered  as  the  stronghold  of  a  besieging 
army.  On  one  side  they  could  pounce  upon 
Bilbao  and  on  tJie  Ria  by  which  any  supplies  could 
reach  it  from  the  sea.    On  the  other  (to  the  east) 
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they  could  maintain  their  ground  against  any  army 
of  treble  their  amount^  by  the  natural  strength  of 
their  position — a  range  of  steep  sand-stone  moon- 
tains,  covered  half  way  up  with  forests  of  oak, 
seamed  with  numerous  ravines,  scooped  into  quar- 
ries, and  intersected  by  mule-paths,  bad  enough  at 
the  best,  but  which  in  winter  (with  a  little  engi- 
neering) would  each  become  lines  of  ditches  or 
redoubts,  so  deep,  angular  and  rutty  are  they. 
Then,  below  all,  runs  the  grand  debatable  line,  the 
Ria  de  Asua,  from  the  broken  bridge  of  Luchana 
up  to  the  barricaded  bridge  of  Derio  in  the  val- 
ley, on  the  high  road  from  Bilboa  to  Mung^a;  a 
distance  of  between  six  and  seven  miles.  The 
bridge  of  Asua  was  also  broken  down — and  no 
place  between  it  and  Luchana  was  fordable  in  the 
face  of  an  enemy. 

On  these  heights,  and  as  guerillas  iii  valleys 
and  forests,  were  stationed  fourteen  battalions  and 
sixteen  pieces  of  artillery,  ready  to  meet  Esparte- 
ro  on  any  point  he  might  endeavour  to  ascend ; 
four  more  battalions  of  Biscayans  under  Major- 
General  Sylvestre  of  the  Engineers,  with  the  re- 
maining artillery  watched  Bilbao ;  while  three  bat- 
talions (the  2nd  of  Biscay,  the  Srd  of  Castale,  and 
the  2nd  of  Castile),  with  two  squadrons  (^  ca- 
valry, returned  from  the  Asturias  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major«-General  Pablo  Sanz,  rested  on 
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the  hills  oyer  Saroza,  guarding  the  western  sides  of 
the  Ria  Nenrion  and  the  important  bridge  of  Cas- 
trejana.  These  battalions  varied  in  number  from 
500  to  800  each.  The  dispositions  were  as  follow, 
commencing  with  Monte  de  Cabras,  the  most  western 
point  on  the  right  of  the  river.  At  the  debouch- 
ment of  the  Ria,  a  four-pounder  was  placed,  com- 
manding the  bridge  of  Luchana  and  the  bend  of 
the  Nervion  towards  Portugalete ;  below  it,  on  the 
narrow  road  under  the  precipice,  were  a  large 
twenty-four  pounder  and  an  eight-pound  field 
piece  awaiting  any  steamer  or  trincadura ;  on  the 
heights  to  the  east,  were  two  eight-pounders  and 
one  three-pounder.  The  former  exchanged  shots 
with  the  Convent  of  Desierto ;  the  latter  annoyed 
Eqfwrtero's  masses  when  they  ascended  the  high 
table  land  of  Ondis.  The  most  northern  corner 
of  the  Carlist  positions  was  Monte  Areagas,  where 
one  eight- pounder  and  one  four- pounder  were 
planted  to  prevent  the  occupation  of  the  opposite 
heights  and  houses  above  Erandio.  Next  (follow- 
ing the  course  of  the  Ria,  eastward)  were  the 
heights  of  Asua,  where  two  four-pounders,  a  small 
mortar  and  a  howitzer,  both  of  seven  pulgados, 
were  planted  for  the  defence  of  the  village  below. 
Again,  on  the  height  of  Molino  d.  viento  (the  wind- 
mill) was  a  thirty-six  pounder,  and  at  various 
points  on  the  Camino  Meal  (the   high  road)    to 
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Mung^uia,  was  the  great  mortar  of  fourteen  pul- 
gados  and  two   cannons,    sixteen   and   eighteen 
pounders.  The  officers  in  command  under  Villar- 
real   on   the  mountains   were  Brigadiers  Gareia, 
Zaratiegui,  Sarasa  and  Sopelana,  with  Colonels 
Neboa  and  Nogueruela  (Sopelana  commanded  the 
reserve  of  three   battalions    of  Alavese).      The 
southern  bank  of  the  Kia  Asua,  adjoining  the  vil- 
lage of  that  name,  was  the  only  point  of  this  long 
line  on  which  the  Carlists  threw  up  any  parapets 
for  musketry,  (with  the  exception  of  the  narrow 
road  on  the  bank  of  the  Ria  Nervion,  where  a 
bank  was  thrown  across  it  under  the  precipice  of 
Monte  de   Cabras.)      There  they  mended  some 
ditches  and  pierced  a  few  field  walls  with  loop* 
holes,  and  there  Colonel  Casimir  Ilserbe,  with  six 
companies  of  the  sixth  battalion  of  Biscay,  were 
stationed  as  the  advanced  post  to  offer  the  first 
steady  resistance,  when  the  guerilla9  in  Erandio  and 
Lexona  should  be   obliged  to  retire  before   the 
column. 

On  the  evening  of  the  30th  the  Christino  gue- 
rillas, which  began  to  ascend  the  valley,  or  rather 
the  lowest  hiUs  (for  the  ground  fidk  inland  from 
the  bold  shore  above  the  sands),  were  promptly 
checked  by  four  emnpanies  of  Biscayan  sharp- 
shooters ef  the  sixth  battalion  stationed  at  Lexoos, 
and  the  result  was  that  Espartero  thought  it  pro- 
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dent  to  remain  in  Algorta  that  night  The  gar- 
rison of  Biltmo,  who  of  course  were  made  aware  of 
the  movement,  and  also  heard  the  firing,  probably 
thoo^t  that  I^nia  would  be  soffidently  occupied 
in  defending  his  lines  at  Asua, — took  heart,  and 
made  a  sortie  daring  the  night  (at  two  o'clock 
A.M.,  the  Ist  of  December),  for  the  recovery  of 
their  gnmd  out-work,  the  convent  of  San  Agustin 
within  which  the  besi^ers  were  preparing  an  exten- 
sive mine  and  new  batteries  for  the  demolition  of 
their  last  defences,  the  wall  of  the  town  at  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  street  They  issued  from  the  gate  of 
la  Cujes  and  assaulted  the  convent,  but  finding  its 
defenders  on  the  alert  and  in  force  sufficient  to  punish 
their  aodadty,  precipitately  retired.  Amongst  the 
wounded  in  this  afiair  were  tiie  Christino  Generals 
San  Miguel  and  Arraoz.  Thus  repulsed  and 
disappointed  in  what  naturally  must  have  ap- 
peared to  them  the  most  favourable  moment  to 
make  an  impression  on  their  assailants,  they  relin- 
quished all  hopes  of  prolonging  their  resistance  by 
their  own  resources ;  and  a  deserter  from  the  town 
assured  us  that  if  Espartero  had  not  telegraphed  his 
intention  of  making  a  second  strong  e£fort  for  their 
relief,  they  would  at  once  have  embraced  Eguia's 
merdful  proposition,  and  hastened  to  enter  into 
tenns,  to  save  the  city  from  the  horrors  of  the  anti- 
cipated assault 
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At  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  the  Ist  of  De- 
cember,  the  Chrislinos  were  seen  from  the  Ban- 
deras  moving  in  masses  inland ;  and  ere  the  last 
had  quitted  Algorta,  a  dense  column  of  smoke, 
tinged  with  the  flame  of  the  roof  tree,  rose  from 
the  houses  where  the  ruflBan  incendiaries  had  slept 
The  first  was  that  of  the  village  Ctwa.     This  is  the 
way  in  which  the  Christinos  repay  the  rights  of  hos- 
pitality in  their  tours  through  the  provinces.   From 
what  I  saw  of  their  infernal  style  of  warfare  while 
Espartero  was  before  Bilbao,  I  was  not  surprised  at 
the  deep  and  settled  hatred  with  which  they  were 
regarded  by  the  peasantry,  and  the  awfiil  execra- 
tions which  were  poured  out  on  their  heads — the 
forerunners  of  vials  of  wrath,  which  deluge  the 
earth  with  blood.     But  the  folly  of  this  species  of 
^'  war  to  the  cottage*'  is  equal  to  its  barbarity. 
The  patriotic  spirit  of  the  Basque  peasantry  is  the 
stronghold  of  Don  Carlos.     It  is  worth  a  treasury, 
a  standing  army,  and  a  magazine  to  him.     He  has 
only  to  call  on  it  for  supplies,  and  it  is  granted  with 
a  readiness  that  realizes  the  fable  of  Fortunatus 
and  the  wishing  cap.     Every  savage  display  of  the 
common  enemy  replenishes  his  councils  with  new 
energy,  his  camp  with  new  combatants,  *and  his 
cause  with  new  arguments  and  new  successes.  It  is 
a  process  as  natural  as  the  progress  of  the  seasons, 
— of  seed-time,  and  of  harvest — of  crime,  and  of 
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retribution.  The  proud,  hardy,  vigorous  peasant, 
turned  out  of  house  and  home,  proves  a  dangerous 
enemy  in  his  own  ravaged  fields.  The  grandsire, 
tottering  under  the  weight  of  years,  infirmities, 
and  the  wreck  of  his  homestead  in  search  of  a 
resting  place,  becomes  a  still  more  formidable  foe 
by  his  influence  amongst  a  simple,  sensitive  race 
who  reverence  age,  abhor  oppression,  and 

"  With  whom  revenge  is  virtue." 

These  are  the  feelings,  roused  into  energetic 
action,  that  have  made  the  Basque  peasants  con- 
querors in  so  many  unequal  contests.  Looking  at 
the  result  as  a  mere  matter  of  tactics,  I  felt  assured 
that  both  Oraa  and  Espartero  must  be  the  most 
stupid  Generals  in  Europe,  if  their  experience  had 
not  already  convinced  them  that  these  heartless  acts 
of  domestic  spoliation  only  nerved  their  opponents 
to  a  pitch  of  vengeful  enthusiasm  sufficient  to  en- 
sure their  defeat  in  the  next  battle. 

To  continue -.—After  the  morning's  conflagration, 
the  incendiaries  marched  inland  from  the  heights  of 
Algorta  and  Lexona  down  the  valley  of  Luchoa 
and  Erandio,  tUl  they  arrived  at  the  latter  vUlage ; 
occupying  the  road  leading  thence  to  Asua  aiul 
the  Ria  which  flows  up  into  the  valley,  and  ke«|>. 
ing  out  of  musket-shot  of  its  defenders;  however, 
the  6th  battalion  of  Biscay,  under  Aguierre,  aniM^y4'^ 
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tlieoi  oonaiderably  in  the  woods  of  Sondica.  Their 
lancers  remained  aboat  a  mile  in  the  rear  of  thidr  OD- 
lumns.  The  vale  of  Asoa  is  smooth  and  bioad,  and 
admirably  adapted  for  the  evolutions  of  cavahy.  All 
the  Christino  movements  were  plainly  seen  from 
fort  Banderas,  where  the  Iniante  Don  Sebastian 
and  his  suit  were  stationed  that  morning,  (as  St 
Nicholas  del  Desierto  seemed  to  guess,  by  the  fre- 
quent grenades  he  sent  thither).  The  two  Gene- 
rals Villarreal  and  Eguia  with  their  respective 
staffs,  took  up  their  head-quarters  together  on 
an  equally  commanding  eminence,  a  spur  whidi 
stretches  northward  into  the  vale  of  Asua  towards 
Sondica,  from  the  long  ridge  of  San  Domingo  and 
Monte  Archanda,  which  separates  it  from  the  valley 
of  Bilbao.  It  is  distinguished  by  the  remains  of  an 
ancient  Ermitaua  dedicated  to  San  Roque,  burnt 
down  in  these  unhappy  wars.  This  hill  affords  a 
very  extensive  view  of  the  scene  of  operations  along 
the  Ria  Asua,  and  by  a  few  minutes  ride  along  its 
summit  ridge,  of  the  Ria  Nervion  and  Bilbao  also. 
The  Carlist  army  bivouacked  around,  without  any 
shelter  from  the  December  mists  and  showers  into 
whose  proper  r^on  they  had  penetrated  on  these 
heights,  and  which  enveloped  them  twenty  times  in 
the  course  of  the  day ;  but  the  position  was  valu- 
able, being  strongly  defended  by  nature  agunst  an 
ascending  foe,  and  rendered  still  more  fonaidabie 
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by  several  gnnSf  drawn  up  from  the  breaching  bat- 
teries and  planted  on  the  brow  above  the  forest. 
The  colunins  remained  on  the  roads  around  Erandio 
until  duak,  and  then  dispersed  for  the  night  in 
the  adjoining  villages  and  fiarm  houses. 

Next  day  (the  2d  of  December)  General  Oraa 
appeared  inclined  to  make  a  beginning,  and  after 
various  movements  for  the  distribution  of  his  forces 
between  Erandio  and  Sondica,  threw  forward  sixty 
tindlleurs  supported  by  a  battalion,  a  squadron 
of  cavalry  and  a  string  of  baggage  mules.  The 
former  took  possession  of  a  little  hill  to  the  east 
of  Asua,  and  beat  about  for  somebody  ^^  to  fight 
withal/'  but  none  were  to  be  seen,  although 
the  oak  forests  looked  very  suspicious.  Presently, 
an  eight-pounder  on  the  spur  of  the  hill  of  St. 
Roque,  spoke  out ; — whereupon  their  cavalry  was 
observed  to  wheel  about  and  take  up  a  safer 
position  half-a-mile  further  ofif; — the  battalion 
sought  shelter  under  a  hill,  the  baggages  be- 
hind a  ditch.  The  eight-pounder  was  now  turn- 
ed against  the  infantry  and  a  small  howitzer  ^^  lent 
its  benevolent  assistance,"  'dl  the  tirailleurs,  bat- 
talion and  hagages  scampered  back  to  Sondica. 
Another  party,  in  similar  apple-pie  order,  next 
crossed  a  few  fields  to  look  at  the  entrenchments 
and  loop-holes  of  the  village  of  Asua;  but  after 
receiving  a  few  shots,  tfiey  also  hastened  back  to 
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Sondica,  although  the  northern  side  of  the  Ria 
and  all  its  houses  (half  the  village)  had  been,  from 
the  first,  intentionaUy  abandoned  to  them.  A  third 
reconnoisance  marched  out  into  the  open  plain: — 
the  tirailleurs  deployed  in  the  neatest  order  and 
commenced  firing  away  ^^  with  zeal,  promptitude, 
and  assiduity"  at  the  silent  mountains  half-a-mile 
off!  I  asked  a  dozen  oflBcers  of  experience,  what 
the  deuce  those  fellows  were  at?  Nobody  knew 
— and  could  only  guess  that  it  was  something  to 
keep  them  employed !  These,  after  firing  till 
they  were  tired,  withdrew;  when  a  fourth  division 
again  marched  boldly  behind  the  outer  walls  of 
Asua,  on  the  undefended  side,  and  again  retired, 
amidst  the  laughter  of  the  Carlist  guerillas.  A  fifth, 
which  seemed  directed  to  force  a  passage  over  the 
Ria  where  it  bends  towards  the  mountains,  and  to 
take  the  village  defenders  in  flank,  promised  some- 
thing; but  the  Christines  contented  themselves  with 
getting  a  sight  of  their  enemies,  and  firing  at  them 
a  la  distancia.  The  Carlists  obligingly  left  their  en- 
trenchments and  advanced  to  the  banks  of  the  Ria  to 
meet  them ;  but  the  Christino  tirailleurs  prudently 
kept  a  field  betwixt  them  and  the  mountaineers. 
Thus  the  day  was  innocently  passed.  Towards 
evening,  Oraa  threatened  the  Camino  JUai^  from 
Munguia,  as  if  he  wished  to  enter  Bilbao  by 
that  easy  route,  but  Egpiia  instantly  moved  thither 
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with  his  artillery,  blockaded  the  bridge  of  Derio, 
and  finally  slept  by  the  road  side,  awaiting  him ; 
however  not  the  slightest  attempt  was  made  to 
force  the  position. 

On  Saturday,  the  Srd,  the  same  amusing  recono- 
dmieHtos  were  repeated  by  General  Oraa  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Camino  Real,  and  with  simi- 
lar results.  The  whole  thing  was  ludicrous  in  the 
extreme.  I  had  no  conception  that  the  Christines 
were  such  cowards.  The  greater  number  appeared 
to  be  well  employed  in  washing  and  drying  their 
shirts.  On  Sunday,  they  behaved  a  little  better, 
occupying  the  Palacio  and  garden  of  the  Marquis 
of  Zamorosta,  eastward  of  Asua,  and  thence  keep- 
ing up  a  flank  fire  on  the  Carlists  who  defended 
the  side  of  the  Ria  next  the  mountains.  The 
faceiaso  Artillery  overhead  on  the  heights  of 
Areagas,  however,  replied  very  effectively  ;  while 
the  Biscayan  guerillas  sheltered  by  a  wood  which 
advanced  into  the  valley,  peppered  them  so  con- 
dnuously,  that  at  last  they  dared  not  show  their 
fiices  beyond  the  garden  walls.  We  could  plainly 
see  from  the  mountains  their  wounded  supported 
back  to  Sondica ;  and  when  the  approach  of  night 
put  an  end  to  the  contest,  each  held  their  respective 
positions.  There  was  also  an  attempt  on  the  part 
of  the  Christinos  to  drive  the  Carlists  from  two 
houses  on  the  southern  bank  of  the  Ria,  where  it 
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village  of  Erandio,  and  their  left  on  that  of  Son- 
dica.  Oraa  commanded  in  the  absence  of  Espar- 
tero ;  Escalera  led  the  first  division ;  the  Baron  de 
Meer  the  second ;  Carandolet  the  cavalry  with  his 
usual  bad  success.  The  Carlists  had  only  a  troop 
of  Lancers  under  Capt.  Don  Manuel  Crespi.  The 
attack  was  commenced  by  two  battalions,  the  sixth 
and  eighth  of  Biscay,  under  the  command  of 
Aguierre,  who  had  the  previous  night  taken  pos- 
session of  the  mountains  towards  Munguia,  and 
at  daybreak  poured  down  on  the  Christinos  at 
Sondica.  These,  finding  themselves  taken  in 
flank,  retired  along  the  centre  of  the  valley  to 
Luchoa,  when  the  entire  right  wing  of  the  Carlists 
headed  by  Simon  de  la  Torre,  Count  Mortara,  &c. 
quickly  forded  the  Ria  below  Asua  and  followed 
them  up  without  giving  them  breathing-time. 
Villarreal  who  commanded  the  centre,  now  in- 
vested and  carried  the  Palado  of  the  Marquis 
de  Zamorosta,  then  threw  some  planks  across 
the  broken  bridge  of  Azua,  and  attacking  the 
centre  of  the  Christines,  drove  them  biily  out  of 
the  village  of  Erandio  and  up  to  the  heights,  where 
their  right  was  stationed  in  reserve.  The  Carlists* 
left  under  Goni  next  passed  the  Ria  and  advanced 
to  support  the  centre  and  ascend  the  hills ;  when 
the  combat  became  general.  The  CarUst  artil- 
lery thundering  from  the  heights  of  Asua,  Are- 
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agas,  Cabras  and  Archanda,  frequently  did  good 
service  by  checking  the  advance  of  the  Chrisdno 
masses  which  seemed  every  now  and  then  coming 
down  to  exterminate  the  Carlist  gaerillas;  but  when 
the  former  found  the  ground  tearing  open  before, 
beside  and  around  them,  they  wisely  halted  and 
sought  the  protection  of  the  houses,  banks  and 
ditches.  I  did  not  hear  the  Christino  artillery  all 
that  day,  bat  I  have  been  assured  by  credible  wit- 
nesses that  two  of  their  field-pieces  were  fired  at  a 
very  safe  distance — from  the  heights  of  Guecho 
and  Algorta  at  the  seaward  end  of  the  valley  (Oraa 
very  prudently  objecting  to  trust  them  nearer  to 
those  dare-devil  guerillas,  who  would  have  cheer- 
fully ventured  their  lives  for  the  pleasure  of  spik- 
ing them).  The  Chrisdnos  could  scarcely  believe 
their  eyes  when  they  saw  Captain  Crespi  with 
fifteen  Lanceros  dashing  after  Lord  Ranelagh, 
amongst  their  scores  of  guerillas.  The  latter  took 
shelter  in  the  casarios,  and  there  safely  housed, 
blazed  away  at  the  LanceroB^  killing  one  horse  and 
wounding  two  besides  that  of  Lord  Ranelagh ;  all 
the  riders  returned  in  safety ;  Captain  Crespi  with  a 
bullet- hole  in  his  Boyna — to  be  mended  by  ElReyy 
quite  to  his  taste,  with  the  ribbon  of  San  Fernando. 
The  Christino  cavalry,  who  were  absolutely 
safe  from  the  mountain  artillery  in  the  continua- 
tion of  the  valley  towards  Algorta,  made  one  serious 
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charge  about  two  o'clock  against  the  Carlist  gueril- 
las of  the  left  and  centre,  who  were  fast  advancing 
up  the  heights  of  Erandio,  clearing  field  after  fields 
and  taking  ditch  after  ditch.  The  guerillas  has* 
tened  back,  some  to  the  nearest  houses,  others  to 
their  battalion  to  find  the  necessary  protection;  but 
the  Christinos  rushed  in  before  they  could  possibly 
gain  the  rear,  and  the  result  might  hare  been 
serious,  if  the  personal  bravery  of  Villarreal  and 
his  staff  (who  were  in  firont  of  a  battalion)  had 
not  been  exerted  to  inspire  a  confidence  and  re- 
animate their  ardour.  Seeing  their  General  ready 
to  share  their  danger,  and  cheering  them  on  sword 
in  hand  to  receive  their  enemies  as  if  confident  of 
victory,  every  man  stood  his  ground,  loaded,  and 
fired  away  merrily  amidst  enthusiastic  <^  vivas P* — al- 
though the  mountaineers  have  an  instinctive  dread 
of  meeting  lancers  on  the  plain,  where  the  splen- 
didly-mounted and  well-armed  Christinos  looked 
as  if  they  would  prance  over  and  trample  them  to 
dust  on  the  instant  Villarreal,  however,  did  not 
trouble  his  guerillas  or  his  battalion  with  any  un- 
timely efforts  to  form  into  hollow  square ;  or  attempt 
to  assume  any  of  the  scientific  attitudes  of  the 
tactica  Francesa  (which  the  unskilled  mountaineers 
would  have  assuredly  bungled,  and  so  have  ruined 
all ;) — ^but  wisely  threw  out  about  a  Sjcore  of  his 
little  battalion   to    reinforce    the    guerillas,   who 


yiCTORY  NOT  FOLLOWED   UP.  35^ 

thenoefortk  responded  so  steadily  to  the  threats  of  the 
cavalry,  that  the  latter  were  glad  to  canter  off;  drag- 
ging with  them  two  or  three  wounded  Carlists  whom 
they  had  overtaken,  and  leaving  two  or  three  of  their 
own  steeds  and  riders  prostrate  as  an  equivalent  be- 
sides 40  infantry  who  were  surrounded  and  compelled 
to  surrender  in  a  fiirm  house,  in  which  several  others 
had  been  sbin.     (Vide  Appendix  C.) 

Every  one  was  sadly  disappointed  that  Villarreal 
did  not  follow  up  his  advantage  with  spirit,  and 
pursue  the  retreating  and  dispirited  Christino 
troops  to  the  heights;  firom  whence,  in  the  un- 
finished state  of  their  bridge,  they  had  no  means  of 
escape,  and  could  have  had  no  other  aid  than  the 
distant  guns  of  Desierto; — if  indeed  the  Christino 
artilleros  could  have  discriminated  between  their 
friends  and  foes  on  the  opposite  bank  of  tlie  river, 
in  the  shades  of  evening.  The  following  naive 
description  of  a  fragment  of  this  affair,  is  extracted 
from  the  letters  of  the  correspondent  of  The  Morn- 
inff  Chronide  at  Portugalete  K  Opposite  views  of 
things  are  very  instructive,  as  the  reader  will  doubt- 

1  *<  The  day  before  yesterday  I  was  present  at  an  afiair  which  at 
one  time  promised  to  be  the  forerunner  of  a  general  action.  On 
the  fine  plain  between  the  heights  of  Arrlaga  and  Erandio  a  solid 
mass  of  Carlist  infiuitry,  about  two  battalions,  appeared,  having 
sallied  forth  from  a  small  hamlet  This  body  was  flanked  by  ano- 
ther battalion,  drawn  up  in  line  at  some  distance  on  the  right ; 
and  in  the  rear  was  a  general,  supposed  to  be  Villarreal,  and  his 

c6 
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less  confess,  after  perusing  this  admirable  sketch  of 
Christino  tactics  on  the  battle  field.    The  writer 

staff,  with  an  escort  of  about  a  dozen  lancen.  Opposite  was  an 
equal  portion  of  the  Queen's  troops,  idio  were  drawn  up,  ready  to 
resist  the  enemy's  attack.  Guerillas  were  thrown  out  on  both 
sides,  and  some  desultory  firing  took  place.  The  solid  column  of 
the  Carlists  moved  steadUy  over  the  plain  towards  the  Queen's 
battalions.  This  movement  was  so  differeiit  firom  the  usual  prac- 
tice of  the  Carlists,  that  one  was  almost  at  a  loss  how  to  account 
for  it  At  this  moment  a  squadron  of  about  150  Lancers  of  the 
Queen  were  seen  coming  down  a  lane  opening  upon  the  plain ; 
and  it  appeared  certain  that  their  intention  was  to  cut  the  enemy 
off,  and  capture  or  destroy  them.  The  cavalry  advanced  at  rather 
a  more  moderate  pace  than  I  thought  desirable ;  but  it  was  sug- 
gested that  probably  they  did  so  in  order  to  keep  their  horses  in 
wind.  When  they  deployed  upon  the  plain  the  Garlist  column 
was  still  advancing ;  and  both  parties  continued  to  do  so  until 
within  pistol  shot  of  each  other,  the  guerillas  being  engaged  on 
the  flanks.  As  they  drew  nearer,  however,  I  observed  that  now 
and  then  a  few  men  firom  the  ends  of  the  Garlist  companies  fringed 
ofi^  as  it  were,  to  the  right  and  left,  making  the  best  of  their  way 
towards  the  hamlet  in  their  rear.  Now  was  the  fisivourable  moment 
for  the  Queen's  cavalry  to  charge ;  the  plain  was  before  them,  and 
the  enemy  attainable ;  instead  of  doing  this  they  made  a  sort  of 
curvetting  move,  the  horses'  legs  going  exceedingly  fest,  witkmt 
gtttmg  on.  This  was  enough,  nevertheless,  for  the  Carlists ;  the 
fringing  off  increased,  the  lancers  pranced,  and  threw  their  horses 
on  their  haunches,  and  all  on  a  sudden  the  Carlist  column  broke 
up  \  and  a  regular  rush  took  place  towards  the  hamlet.  So  anx- 
ious were  the  rebels  to  reach  it,  that  most  of  them  bent  almost 


*  I  did  not  see  this  breaking  up  of  the  Carlist  column.  The  bat- 
talion headed  by  ViUarreal  and  bis  staff  stood  its  ground,  aa  well  as 
its  detached  guerillas.— £.  B.  S. 
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evidently  does  not  comprehend  the  merits  of  the 
Carlist  mancettyre  of  <<  fringing  off"  or  throwing 

douUe  in  numijig,  yet  the  Qneen't  Laocen,  thiiikijig  alio^  no 
doubt,  that  discretion  is  the  better  put  of  valour,  remained  sta- 
tionary, drawing  up  on  the  edge  of  the  plain  in  the  best  possible 
parade  order.  No  sooner  had  the  Cariists  reached  the  houses 
than  they  valiantly  began  to  fire  away  from  behind  them.  It 
wms  a  decided  case  of  pusillanimity  and  bravado  on  both  sides. 
I  was  dose  to  General  Oraa,  who  commanded  in  consequence 
of  General  Espartero's  illness,  during  the  whole  a&ir.  He  was 
justly  incensed  at  the  conduct  of  the  cavalry,  by  which  so  fine 
an  opportunity  had  been  lost  of  cutting  off  the  whole  Carlist  co- 
Inmn.  He  dispatched  an  aide-de-camp  to  reprimaml  the  officer 
commanding,  who  sent  back  a  message  saying  that  all  he  begged 
was,  that  the  General  would  release  him  from  the  command  of  a  set 
of  cowards  who,  at  the  critical  moment,  and  when  he  was  cheering 
them  on  to  attack  the  enemy,  reliised  to  advance !  This  officer  dis- 
moonted  and  joined  the  infantry  column,  which  in  the  little  it  had 
to  do  behaved  perfectly  weU.  The  CarlUt  JLmkimg  column  remained 
in  pomtion  for  about  an  hour  (tfterward,  when  it  retired,  as  did  the 
Gemerai  and  hit  ttaff.  So  ended  these  supposed  preliminaries  of  a 
general  action !  In  the  early  part  of  the  day  some  sharp  skir- 
mishing took  place  with  the  infimtiy ;  and  altogether  about  a  hun- 
dred men  were  wounded  and  a  few  killed.  Count  Campo  Alanja, 
a  very  fine  young  man,  a  grandee  of  Spain,  and  aide-de-camp  to 
General  Espartero,  was  severely  wounded  when  gallantly  leading 
a  party  on.    He  is  in  rather  a  dangerous  state. 

<«  Since  the  arrival  of  the  army  here  up  to  this  day  the  loss  has 
been  1 10  kiUed  and  460  wounded-^in  aU  600.     A  number  which, 
in  my  humble  opinion,  would  not  have  been  exceeded  if;  by  judi- 
cious and  energetic  measures,  Bilbao  had  been  triumphantly  en- 
tered, as  it  might  have  been,  a  week  or  more  ago,  by  the  Queen's 
forces."— C^rmpomtoif  ^  The  Morning  ChramieU,  Dee.  7- 
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out  guerillas  from  a  battalion  to  counteract  a 
charge  of  cavalry ;  nor  did  I,  until  I  witnessed  its 
efficacy  and  was  let  into  the  secret: — ^that  the 
Carlist  peasantry  fight  best  singly,*— each  depend- 
ing on  himself; — and  the  Conscript  Christinos, 
worst  in  mass, — all  infecting  each  other  with  Uieir 
cowardice  ! 
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CHAPTER  III. 

While  the  Carlists  were  beating  Oraa  on  his  own 
ground  in  the  valley  of  Asua,  on  the  5th  Decem- 
ber, 2,000  men  of  the  garrison  of  Bilbao  assembled 
in  Porta  del  Circo,  from  whence  they  made  a  sortie 
towards  BegofisLf  where  they  bnmed  six  houses; 
but  were  speedily  driven  back  by  Sopelana  and  the 
Alavese  with  great  loss.     (Vide  Appendix  C.) 

A  British  artillery  officer,  Lieut.-Col.  B.,  and  his 
son,  arrived  together  at  this  period  to  enter  the  ser- 
vice of  Don  Carlos.  Two  other  English  amateurs, 
Lieutenant  Bell  and  Mr.  Salasbury  Humphreys, 
also  arrived  on  the  6th  December  to  observe  the 
progress  of  the  siege. 

In  the  night  of  the  5th,  General  Oraa  began  to 
form  his  new  brrdge  across  the  Ria  Nervion  from 
the  heights  of  Ondis,  (the  stronghold  to  which  he 
had  retreated)  to  the  Convent  of  Desierto,  opposite. 
He  had  not,  however,  boats 'enough  to  complete  it. 
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aiid  it  remained  unfinished  until  the  8th  of  Decem- 
ber. All  this  time  his  forces  and  baggage  re- 
mained on  the  east  of  the  Ria,  but  the  only  move- 
ment of  hostility  made  on  either  side  was  by  the 
Carlists  who  placed  a  thirty-six  pounder  on  the 
height  of  Areagas  in  hopes  to  annoy  their  bivouac, 
ox  shatter  the  bridge ;  the  range  however  was  too 
great  for  their  half  proof  powder. 

Meanwhile  Eguia's  engineers  had  been  labour- 
ing at  a  mine  commenced  in  the  foundations  of  the 
Convent  San  Agusdn  and  sunk  under  the  Palacio 
Quintana  in  the  Calle  Sendeca,  which  formed  the 
nearest  out-work  of  the  town.  The  garrison  dis- 
covered the  work,  and  successfully  countermined  it; 
so  Eguia  had  to  begin  again  elsewhere  \ 

^  The  correspondent  of  The  Morning  Chronicle  at  Portugalete, 
entered  Bilbao  with  Espartero,  and  gives  the  following  account  of 
the  discovery. — "A  very  remarkable  incident  occurred  at  this 
convent,  which,  as  mentioned  before,  is  within  ten  yards  of  the 
large  house  where  the  out-pickets  of  the  Queen's  were.  One 
night  the  sentinel,  a  young  Galician  recruit,  heard  an  unusual 
noise,  like  persons  working  or  knocking  at  intervals  at  some 
heavy  object  with  a  large  hammer.  He  mentioned  it  to  his  officer 
— more  attention  was  paid  to  the  sounds,  which  became  now  per- 
ceptible.  The  circumstance  having  been  reported  to  the  proper 
authorities,  the  chief  engineer  and  other  ofl^cers  attended,  and  it 
appeared  clear  that  the  enemy  were  making  a  mine  from  the 
Augttstin  convent  to  the  house.  Immediately  a  countermine  was 
commenced,  and  as  it  advanced,  the  surmises  which  had  been 
formed  were  realised :  the  miner  was  distinctly  heard  at  his  work> 


CHRISTINOS    RECROSS  THE    RIVER.  41 

Oraa  having  at  length  completed  the  floating 

bndge,  his  cavalry  and  baggage  descended  from  the 

heights  of  Ondis  and  Monte  Aspe,  and  passed 

across  it  on  the  8th,— his  infantry  following  in  the 

night   to  the  fortified  convent  of  San  Nicolas,— 

Having  filled  it,  the  remainder  marched  thence  to 

Portugalete,   where   beaten   and    dispirited    they 

again  found  refuge,  and  a  resting  place.     Their 

cowardice,  demoralization  and  insubordination  were 

truly  disgraceful. 

Deserters  arrived  daily  and  in  numbers  at  the 
Carlist  camp.  They  were  estimated  at  an  average 
of  sixteen  per  diem  while  General  Oraa  encamped 
in  the  valley  of  Asua.     They  said  that  a  large  part 

and  Che  countermine  was  proceeded  with,  with  due  caution.    At 
length,  after  several  days,  the  end  of  the  Carlist  miner's  crow-bar 
was  thrust  through  the  thin  partition  of  earth  which  remained 
between  him  and  the  Christino  delver — ^the  latter  caught  hold  of 
the  bar  and  endeavoured  to  pull  it  through ;  the  Carlist  supposing, 
no  doubt,  that  the  stop  to  his  bar  arose  from  its  having  got  hitched 
between  two  stones,  or  something  of  that  sort,  worked  it  from  side 
to  side,  in  order  to  extricate  it-     The  Christino  held  on,  and 
woiiced  with  him,  'tiU  the  aperture  having  become  sufficiently 
Ivge,  he  gave  one  atroog  pull  at  the  crow-bar,  wrested  it  from  the 
hands  of  the  Carlist,  threw  it  behind  him,  and  thrusting  a  blun- 
derbuss which  he  had  for  his  protection  into  the  hole,  fired  at  the 
•cared  miner,  who  was  killed,  and  the  enemy's  plan  frustrated. 
Had  the  Carlists  succeeded   in  blowing  up  the  Palacio  (as  the 
hoQie  is  called,)  they  would,  probably,  in  the  conftision,  have  got 
into  the  city." 
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of  the  Christino  army  was  not  at  all  unwilling  to 
change  sides  if  a  fidr  opportunity  presented  itself; 
a  consummation  which  was  nearly  brought  about  in 
the  action  near  the  bridge  of  Castrejana,  on  Espar- 
tero's  attempt  to  force  a  passage  on  the  26th  Nov. 
when  he  was  fired  at  by  one  of  his  own  men,  who 
narrowly  missed  him.    The  fellow  was  immediately 
secured,  and  shot  of  course.     Some  of  his  garrison 
in  Desierto,  who  had  been  prowling  about  and 
plundering  the  houses  of  the  peasantry  around  it, 
met  with  severe  retribution  at  the  hands  of  the 
Carlist  guerillas  of  the  watchful  Castor,  who  caught 
them  in  the  fact     At  the  east  of  the  river  also, 
during  the  previous  week,  the  Christino  soldiers 
were  busy  in  similar  operations,  but  the  Basque  pea- 
santry are  dangerous  subjects  for  pillage.     Three 
scoundrels  who  had  entered  a  casario  to  pursue 
<^  their  vocation"   amongst  the  fieurmer's  chattels, 
carelessly  laid  down  their  muskets  beside  the  kit- 
chen fire,  and  proceeded  to  rifle  the  apartment  in  the 
presence  of  the  &mily.  This  was  more  than  Basque 
flesh  and    blood  could  bear..    Three  muchachos 
snatched  up  the  muskets,  shot  their  owners,  and 
then  fled  for  their  lives  to  the  Carlist  camp,  ready 
made  and  well  equipped  soldiers  for   ViUarreal. 
I  was  told  by  a  native  of  Erandio  whom  I  met  in 
Munguia  after  the  battle  of  Asua  (he  being  burnt 
out  with  the  rest,)  that  twenty-five  houses  were 
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given  to  the  flames  in  that  single  village  and  town- 
land  by  the  Christinos  (as  usual)  after  their  re- 
treat on  the  night  of  the  5th  December. 

Whilst  General  Oraa  was  bridge-making,  and  the 
Carlists  were  incomprehensibly  allowing  him  to 
escape  without  a  blow,  I  rode  to  Bermeo  where  I 
found  in  dock  the  Anglo-American  brig  Opehusas. 

This  was  the  vessel  respecting  which  the  English 
consul  in  Bilbao  had  sent  a  cartel  to  Eguia,  re- 
claiming it  as  a  neutral  bottom,  and  urging  its 
liberation ;  and  in  bearing  a  reply  to  which,  the 
Carlist  Parlementario  Don  Mariano  Sanz  had 
been  shot  at  the  gate  of  San  Agustin,  notwith- 
standing the  protection  of  the  flag  of  truce  he 
bore.  Captain  Collins  had  not  recovered  from  the 
astonishment  into  which  this  reckless  atrocity  threw 
him.  He  had  never  heard  of  such  a  thing  perpe- 
trated by  the  aborigines  of  Opehusa$j  or  any  other 
part  of  the  new  world ;  and  could  not  have  believed 
that  the  Christinos  were  such  savages,  or  the  Car- 
lists  were  such  honest  and  sociable  people,  if  he 
had  not  had  his  own  experience  of  both.  Instead 
of  robbing,  stealing,  or  confiscating  his  cargo,  they 
bought  it  from  him  at  his  own  price,  and  taught 
him  Spanish  into  the  bargain,  while  he  was  delayed 
by  the  confufflon  into  which  his  case  was  thrown 
by  the  murder  of  Eguia's  messenger.  When  I  saw 
him  on  the  11th  December,  the  naval  authorities  of 
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the  little  fishing  town  had  his  sails  safely  laid  up  in 
store;  but  he  was  daily  expecting  an  order  from 
Durango,  for  their  release.     He  gave  me  a  few 
pounds  of  raw  Havannah  coffee,  which  I  was  very 
glad  to  carry  in  my  knapsack  to  the  siege,  and 
roast  at  leisure — no  such  berry  being  to  be  found  on 
the  heights  of  San  Domingo,  or  in  the  cafe  at  Ola- 
veaga,  after  the  first  week  of  our  descent  from 
Banderas.     He  had  brought  a  good  store  of  tea » 
but  the  ladies  enjoyed  it  so  much  of  an  evening  on 
deck,  that  he  had  not  a  leaf  left  to  give  me.     With 
respect  to  their  dealings,  he  assured  me  they  were 
*^  the  most  honest  of  inteUiffeni  people  he  had  ever 
met,"  a  great  compliment  from  a  Baltimore  trader, 
and  rather  contradictory  of  all  his  former  ezperi* 
ence  in  every  otlier  part  of  the  world.     It  seems 
that  the  safe  rule  of  both  American  and  African 
trade  is, — ^'  You  may  trust  a  regular  savage  to  any. 
extent  the  first  voyage,  and  he  will  pay  you  ho- 
nestly the  second;   but  as  soon  as  he  learns  a  few 
words  of  English,  and  begins  to  attend  a  missionary 
school  and  all  that; — you  cannot  trust  him  with  a 
single  nail." 

During  the  disposal  of  his  cargo,  Capt.  Collins 
only  recollected  having  had  one  ^^difficulty ;"  not- 
withstanding his  ignorance  of  Spanish  at  the  com- 
mencement A  female  country  shopkeeper  had  pur- 
chased some  hundred- w^ights  of  his  tobacco,  paid  him 
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fully  in  dollars,  and  went  her  way  with  her  purchase. 
Next  day  she  returned,  to  tell  him  that  on  counting 
what  remmned,  she  found  she  had  paid  him  so  many 
too  much.  "Well ! "  observed  Captain  C.  to  me,"  You 
know  it  would  not  have  done  for  me  to  give  into 
claims  of  this  kind,  and  to  pay  back  money  after 
counting,  and  settling  and  forgetting  all  about  it. 
So  I  held  my  own,  till  she  prayed  that  if  she  was 
telling  me  a  lie,  no  child  might  ever  be  bom  to  her 
— and  there  was  every  prospect  of  an  arrival  within 
a  month  or  so.   There  was  no  weathering  that  point 
you  know  ? — so  I  gave  her  the  dollars  !** — He  in- 
tended taking  going  to  Bourdeaux  a  carg^  of  cod- 
fish when  his  affidr  was  settled,  and  assured  me  he 
was  so  well  pleased  with  his  adventure,  that  he  would 
return  with  another  of  salt  or  tobacco  to  Bermeo. 
As  soon  as  Espartero's  troops  had  safely  repassed 
the  Nervion  to  Portugalete,  he  wisely  broke  up  his 
bridge  of  CachemareeSf  and  cut  off  all  possibility  of 
pursuit     The  Carlist  guerillas  too  late  attempted 
to  annoy  him  in  his  retreat;  for  when  they  ap- 
peared on  the  heights  of  Aspe,  soon  after  sunrise, 
the  Christines  were  out  of  their  reach,  and  the  gue- 
rillas only  wasted  powder  in  firing  after  them.   Ne- 
vertheless, a  few  sharp-shooters  who  daily  occupied 
these  heights,  very  much  annoyed  the  trincadurasy 
and  seriously  interfered  with  the  communication  by 
boats  between  Desierto  and  Portugalete. 
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On  the  9th  December,  the  Christiiios  were  aeen 
collecting  their  craft  for  the  purpose  of  again  fonn- 
ing  a  bridge  across  the  Ria  Galinda,  nearly  in  the 
same  place  as  before ;  but  the  despairing  garrisoii, 
perceiving  no  movement  of  troops,  on  either  side 
for  their  relief,  were  busy  signalizing  by  tel^^rq>h 
from  Miravalles  to  Portugalete ;  and  (as  we  after- 
wards learned)  addressed,  on  this  day,  the  following 
pithy  leading  question  to  his  excellency,  Don  Bal- 
demero :  "  Does  General  Espartero  mean  to  suffer 
Bilbao  to  perish  ?"  The  answer  said  to  have  been 
returned  was,  ^^  General  Espartero  will  relieve 
Bilbao  to-morrow  or  perish  himself."  The  morning 
came,  but  nothing  was  stirring  except  the  bridge — 
which  had  broken  up  just  before  sunrise  with  the 
ebb ;  having  been  constructed  on  the  height  of  a 
tide  swollen  by  freshes  from  the  mountains  !  That 
day  and  the  next  were  passed  in  unsuccessful  at* 
tempts  at  its  reconstruction;  and  it  was  not  tiU 
nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  12th,  that  it  was 
completed.  By  one  o'clock  all  their  troops  passed 
as  before,  foot,  horse  and  two  field-pieces,  advanc* 
ing  by  Baracaldo,  the  heights  of  Routegui,  Bmv 
sena  and  the  mountain  of  St.  Agatha,  along  the 
roads  and  fields  by  which  they  made  their  unsuc- 
cessful attempt  on  the  26th  November.  As  on 
that  occasion,  tlie  Carlist  guerillas  retreated  before 
them  to  tlie  narrow  paths  on  the  steep  side  of  the 
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mountaiDy  as  &r  as  the  church  of  St  Agatha,  where 
they  made  a  stand ;  and,  commencing  the  attack  in 
their  turn,  drove  back  the  Christine  guerillas,  cavalry, 
column  and  all  (as  before)  to  the  low  grounds  of 
Baracaldo  and  almost  to  their  bridge  of  boats, 
where  night,  as  usual,  came  for  their  protection. 
I  must  do  the  Christinos  the  justice  to  say  that 
some  of  their  officers  displayed  great  gallantry. 
Two  of  them  who  led  the  attack  rode  a-head  of 
their  guerillas,  everywhere  and  always  in  advance, 
and  dashed  amongst  the  Carlists  on  splendid  horses 
(a  black  and  a  bright  brown)  which  carried  them 
over  everything.  They  were  hit  at  last, — in 
the  attempt  to  infuse  some  spirit  into  their 
cowardly  followers ;  virtually  sacrificed  (the  brown 
horse  fell  also,  the  black  gallopped  back,)  but  it 
was  only  surprising  how  they  escaped  so  long. 
Oraa  kept  a  strong  body  in  reserve  at  Bara- 
caldo all  day,  and  made  no  movement  indicative 
of  the  threatened  grand  and  decisive  attempt  to 
force  the  bridge  of  Castrejana.  The  Carlist  gue- 
rillas did  not  allow  his  troops  to  pass  the  church 
of  St  Agatha  on  this  occasion,  or  to  descend  the 
height  towards  the  bridge — keeping  them  at  bay  a 
long  musket  shot  above  it  Villarreal  was  as 
usual  fighting  in  person  at  the  head  of  his  staff 
on  the  mountains,  where  he  bivouacked  in   the 
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evening.  He  had  eight  piecet)  of  artillery  bearings 
on  the  bridge,  but  his  guerillas  had  all  the  honour 
of  the  repulse  to  themselves. 

At  this  period  Bilbao  was  in  a  wretched  state, 
the  garrison  having  no  meat,  and  reduced  to  a 
quarter  of  a  pound  of  bread,  the  same  of  biscuit,  an 
ounce  of  rice  and  two  ounces  of  salt  cod  per  diem. 
The  only  full  ration  the  soldiers  continued  to  re- 
ceive was  of  wine,  and  it  was  said  that  symptoms  of 
a  contagious  disease  were  beginning  to  appear,  con- 
sequent on  the  insufficient  diet  to  which  all  classes 
were  exposed.  There  never  was  any  absolute 
famine  felt,  for  the  peasantry  would  run  consider- 
able risks  to  introduce  provisions  into  the  town,  for 
which  the  besieged  paid  liberally  enough ; — ^bat 
singular  as  it  may  appear,  they  could  never  obtain 
any  intelligence  of  what  the  Carlists  were  doing; 
as  I  was  afterwards  assured  by  a  gentleman  of  Bay- 
onne  who  happened  to  be  shut  in  while  on  a  com- 
mercial visit,  and  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  time 
under  a  port  cocker  to  save  his  head  from  the  bomb 
shells.  Eguia  was  all  this  time  continually  con- 
structing and  reconstructing  his  batteries  with 
every  care,  varying  their  positions  and  trying  the 
effect  of  new  combinations  to  counteract  the  heavy 
plunging  fire  which  the  town  forts  poured  down 
upon  them, — from  which  they  suffered  more  and 
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more,  the  nearer  they  approached  the  walls  in  the 
quarter  chosen  for  attack,  which  was  unfortunately 
the  strongest  angle  of  the  ramparts. 

The  hill,  on  which  the  lines  and  cross  lines  of  forts 
that  protect  the  town  on  the  side  of  San  Domingo 
are  built,  converges  and  slopes  down  from  Begoiia 
to  the  gate  of  San  Agustin,  like  a  sugar-loaf  (turned 
on  its  side)  from  base  to  point : — the  prostrate  apex 
terminating  at  the  captured  Convent  The  whole 
force  of  the  hill  forts,  step  above  step  on  these 
heights,  commanded  the  suburb  of  San  Agustin ; 
so  that  even  when  the  Convent  was  in  possession 
of  the  Carlists,  they  had  still  every  thing  above  to 
contend  with,  and  their  labours  were  little  more 
than  begun.  The  garrison  had  taken  all  possible 
defensive  precautions; — fortifying  wall  after  wall 
within  the  threatened  positions  adjoining,  to  fell 
back  upon,  if  necessary; — building  up  streets  to 
check  the  progress  of  the  assailants  if  they  should 
contrive  to  burst  through  all  the  outer  impedi- 
ments ;  pulling  down  houses  through  and  through 
the  blocks  of  buildings  near  the  gates  of  la  Cujes 
and  San  Agustin,  to  check  their  advances  to  the 
interior,  (in  the  good  old  Roman  style  of  stop- 
ping the  progress  of  a  conflagration,)  and  lining 
all  the  quays  with  casks  of  sand,  to  form  a  conti*' 
nuous  parapet,  and  shelter  the  passing  troops  from 
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the  aim  of  the  guerillas  in  the  opposite  suburb 
of  Albia. 

Whilst  the  ChristiDo  guerillas  on  the  morning 
of  the  12th  were  endeavouring  to  dear  the  way 
for  their  masses  on  the  hills  above  the  bridge  of 
Castrejana,  Eguia  was  again  trying  the  poweis 
of  his  breaching  battery  on  the  Palacio  Quintana 
in  the  Calle  Sendeca,  the  remaining  outer  defence 
in  the  suburb  of  San  Agustin.  It  consisted  of 
four  guns  (a  thirty-six,  a  twenty-four,  and  two 
sixteen  pounders)  aided  by  five  others  (a  long 
twenty-four,  a  twenty-four  carronade,  two  of  eighty 
and  a  smaU  mortar)  at  the  other  side  of  the  river 
in  Albia.  Nothing,  however,  could  stand  the  su- 
periority of  position,  of  pieces,  and  of  powder, 
which  the  garrison  enjoyed.  The  Carlist  breast- 
works and  embrasures  lasted  onlv  a  few  hours 
under  the  heavy  hammering  directed  against  them 
by  the  broadside  arrangement  of  fifteen  pieces  over^ 
head;  the  guns  were  dismantled  and  silenced; — 
being  either  dismounted  or  prudently  withdrawn 
and  reserved  for  a  more  favourable  chance,  or  far 
more  e£Bcient  service  against  f^partero  on  the 
hiUs. 

The  heavy  rain  of  the  13th  December  was  an 
effectual  bar  to  any  active  operations  either  on  the 
mountains,  or  in  the  suburbs  of  Bilbao.     The  next 
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morning,  however,  the  weather  cleared  np,  and  the 
Christinoa  recommenced  their  guerilla  warfare ; 
engaging  those  of  Castor's  single  battalion  in 
their  usual  very  prudent  style  along  the  heights 
above  Bursena  and  Baiacaldo,  and  on  the  moun* 
tains  of  St  Agatha  and  St  Luda  on  the  left  side 
of  the  Ria  Nervion.  Their  efforts  were  so  cautious 
and  feeble  that  Villarreal,  who  went  across  the 
hndge  of  Castrejana  to  make  a  reconnoissance  on 
the  hills  that  morning,  attended  only  by  a  single 
company  of  guerillas,  qipeared  to  afford  them  em- 
barrassing occupation  above ;  while  two  of  his  eight- 
pounders  stationed  at  the  Cordeleria  of  Saroza, 
kept  their  two  field-pieces  in  check  on  the  low 
grounds.  The  Carlists  also  lined  the  parapet  at 
their  side  of  the  Ria  Salcedon,  and  effectually 
prevented  the  Christmo  infantry  approaching  its 
shores.  These  low  gprounds  were  occupied  by  Ooni 
with  three  battalions;  the  bridge  of  Castrejana  was 
held  by  Pablo  Sanz  with  three  others;  while 
Castor  repelled  all  their  attadcs  on  the  mountains 
with  one.  Another  Carlist  battery  was  pbmted 
on  the  heights  above  Saroza,  consistiDg  of  a 
large  twenty-four  pounder,  a  four  pound  field- 
piece,  and  a  small  mortar, — commanding  both  the 
ford  of  Quadra  beneath,  and  the  road  over  the 
oppodte  heights  of  St  Agatha  leading  to  the 
bridge.     The  Christine  masses  lay  in  Baracaldo, 
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where  they  had  little  shelter  at  night,  save  what 
the  naked  walls  of  the  houses  they  burned  on  the 
27th  Nov.  afforded  them.  Towards  evening  they 
made  a  movement  with  a  battalion  and  a  field-piece 
along  this  road,  (out  of  sight  of  the  Carlists,  for 
the  hill  lay  between,)  obviously  with  the  intention 
of  driving  Villarreal  and  his  company  from  the 
church  of  St  Agatha.  A  strong  party  of  their's, 
already  in  tlie  field,  at  the  same  dme  ascended  the 
mountain  at  the  opposite  side,  and  having  attained 
the  summit,  commenced  ^ling  at  the  church,  the 
General  and  his  reconnoitring  party — ^half-a-mile 
below.  They  feared,  however,  to  descend,  and 
wisely  kept  on  the  ridge  awaiting  the  battalion 
and  the  field  piece.  These  at  last  arrived  on  the 
brow  of  the  hill  where  the  road  to  the  church  of 
St.  Agatha  rounded  into  view,  and  unperceived, 
took  up  a  position  opposite  the  Carlist  24-poimder 
and  instantly  fired  on  it  I  happened  to  be  seated 
beside  the  gun  at  the  moment,  amidst  a  group  of 
staff  officers  who  were  wishing  for  something  to 
do,  (there  being  very  little  fighting  going  on,  and 
Villarreal  was  selfishly  keeping  it  all  to  himself,  a 
mile  in  advance,  at  the  Christine  side  of  the  Ria 
Salcedon);  and  was  amused  to  observe  how  gra- 
tified they  were  to  hear  the  ball  whistling  over 
their  heads.  Comandante  Trove's  shout  of  ^^ArtU- 
leros ! "  brought  every  man  to  his  gun,  and  the 
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next  instant  his  twenty-four  shot  was  doing  duty 
in  the  midst  of  the  Chrisdno  battalion,  which 
thereupon  wisely  checked  its  march  towards  St 
Agatha's  church,  wheeled  back  and  took  shelter 
at  the  opposite  side  of  the  brow.  His  second  shot 
evidently  made  the  forsaken  group  of  gunners  feel 
uncomfortable  ; — at  the  third,  the  Christino  field- 
pieces  took  to  flight  after  the  battalion,  while  the 
Carlists  made  the  valley  between  ring  with  shouts 
and  laughter.  Five  shots  in  all  were  fired  at  us 
across  the  river,  not  one  of  which  could  we  find, 
though  all  the  idlers  watched  the  balls  attentively; 
marking  and  hunting  them  down  like  gamekeepers. 
The  threatened  movement  defeated,  the  Christino 
guerillas  also  retired  for  the  night,  and  the  Car- 
lists  again  took  possession  of  all  the  upper  part 
of  the  Ria  Salcedon ; — boldly  scattering  into  the 
mountains  beyond;  while  ELspartero,  having  once 
more  ascertained  that  he  could  effect  nothing  by 
way  of  Castrejana,  withdrew  his  dispirited  troops 
to  Baracaldo  and  Desierto^  where  the  cannons  of  the 
convent  afforded  them  a  welcome  protection. 

The  Carlist  batteries  were  now  allowed  to  lie 
silent  four  or  five  days.  In  fact,  the  further  suc- 
cess of  the  siege  appeared  to  depend  on  the 
operations  in  the  mountains ;  and  as  Espartero  and 
Oraa  insisted  on  making  it  an  affair  of  artillery 
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there,  the  principal  Carlkt  artilleros  took  the  fidd 
to  gratify  hinL  However,  ou  the  night  of  the 
14th  a  decided  change  for  the  worse  took  phoe  in 
the  weather.  Chilling  gusts  from  the  Bay  of  Bis- 
cay swept  over  the  mountains,  drenching  them 
with  heavy  rain  every  half-hour.  All  the  day  fol- 
lowing, a  similar  succession  of  tempest  showers 
came  driving  in*-«trange  compounds  of  mist,  rain, 
hail  and  whirlwind,  as  strangely  followed  by 
gleams  of  sunshine  and  delusive  cahns.  It  was 
the  coldest  day  I  had  felt*  since  the  famous  29th 
of  October  last,  which  raised  the  former  siege  by 
driving  everybody  from  the  heights  of  San  Do- 
mingo. It  was  now  the  Christinos'  turn  to  feel  the 
severity  of  the  weather.  The  Carlist  mountain- 
eers were  seasoned  to  every  variety  of  weather, 
torrid  or  frigid, — ^but  the  foresight  of  Eguia 
prevented  the  necessity  of  exposing  them  to  its 
inclemency.  All  who  were  not  on  actual  duty  in 
tlie  mountains,  slept  comfortably  in  the  c^tured  dis- 
tricts of  Duesto.  The  lower  part  of  it  (Olaveaga) 
accommodated  in  succession  the  battalions  who 
guarded  the  water  lines  towards  Portugalete,  while 
the  upper  (Goyerri)  was  occupied  by  those  block- 
ading the  town  and  guarding  the  batteries.  The 
Christino  masses,  on  the  contrary,  were  lying  oat 
for  three  nights  (after  the  mardi  to  St  A^tha) 
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in  a  mountainous  country,  desolated  by  themselves 
eighteen  days  before,  and  must  have  felt  the  effects 
of  the  northern  blasts  very  severely. 

On  the  13th  and  14th  they  were  engaged  in 
oonstnicting  two  batteries  on  the  heights  of  Bara- 
caldo,  above  Bursena,  evidently  intending  to  bor- 
row some  of  the  heavy  arms  of  the  convent  of 
Desierto  to  batter  the  Carlists  out  of  the  opposite 
Cordeleria  of  Saroza  (which  the  Duke  of  Welhngton 
had  fitted  up  as  an  hospital  during  his  Basque  cam- 
paign ;)  and  then  at  their  ease  to  throw  across  the 
mouth  of  the  Ria  Salcedon  the  pontoon  bridge 
which  General  Evans  had  obligingly  sent  Espar- 
tero  from  the  Ria  Uremea;  but  they  were  so  an- 
noyed by  the  guns  of  the  Cordeleria  and  of  Monte 
de  Cabras,  and  so  disheartened  by  the  bad  weather, 
that  on  the  afternoon  of  the  15th  they  gave  up  the 
attempt,  having  only  succeeded  in  completing  the 
embrasures ;  when  the  whole  army  retired  to  seek 
shelter  (for  the  second  time)  in  Desierto,  Zamo- 
rosto,  and  Portugalete.  I  must  do  the  Christines 
the  justice  to  say,  they  seemed  to  understand  the 
art  of  retreating  very  well  indeed.  I  had  now  seen 
them  beaten  thrice  within  three  weeks,  and  their 
masses  thrice  marching  off  in  double-quick  time  in 
admirable  order ;  as  if  they  had  studied  and  re- 
hearsed the  manoeuvre  till  tliey  were  perfect  in  their 
parts.     On  these  occasions,  it  was  highly  amusing 
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sight  to  behold  the  Carlist  guerillas  driviiig  before 
them  the  imposing  masses  of  their  enemies. 

Twenty  of  the  Royal  Guard  passed  over  to 
the  Carlist  ranks  on  the  16th  of  December,  and 
five  others  who  were  taken  in  a  house  in  Bursena 
during  the  pursuit,  said  that  they  also  intended 
to  desert;  but  had  been  prevented  at  the  moment 
by  seeing  other  comrades  who  attempted  it  shot 
by  their  fellows  as  they  ran  to  the  Carlists*  The 
road  along  which  the  Column  was  pursued  was 
extensively  stained  with  blood.  A  Carlist  shell  fell 
into  one  of  the  batteries  which  the  Christinos  had 
been  preparing  in  Baracaldo  on  the  previous  day, 
killing  one  artillero  and  wounding  nine.  Again 
the  Christinos  put  into  ejcecution  their  infernal 
incendiary  policy,  and  set  fire  to  the  houses  that 
had  previously  escaped  them:  a  most  intelligible 
signal  of  the  rancour  and  recklessness  of  despair. 

Espartero  and  the  Christino  columns  slept  in 
Portugalete  the  night  of  the  i5th,  and  the  whole 
country  was  again  clear  of  them,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Desierto  and  that  portion  under  its  guns. 
A  couple  of  trincaduras  ventured  to  show  them- 
selves a  little  further  up  the  Ria  than  usual  on  the 
morning  of  the  16th,  between  the  convent  of  Desi- 
erto and  the  bridge  of  Luchana ;  but  after  a  few 
shots  from  the  mountain  batteries,  they  were  glad 
to  scud  back  again.    Their  bridge  of  boats  also 
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under  Desierto  (the  fourth)  was  broken  up  the 
previous  night — ^and  not  a  vestige  of  it  was  visible 
in  the  morning* 

Eguia  had  at  this  period  two  bridges  of  boats  laid 
across  the  Ria  Nervion,  from  Olaveaga  to  Albia,  each 
well  secured  by  chain  cables.  These  and  the  series 
of  piles  higher  up  within  full  view  of  the  garrison, 
cut  off  from  the  town  all  possibility  of  relief  by  any 
attempts  of  the  war  steamers  to  force  a  sudden  pas- 
sage. They  might  have  accomplished  it  and  they 
ought  to  have  attempted  it  in  the  first  instance, 
and  have  dashed  up  the  Ria  with  their  four  steam- 
ers before  the  Carlists  were  prepared ;  instead  of 
'*  waiting  a  while"  and  then  endeavouring  to  storm 
inaccessible  mountain  positions  where  they  had 
been  well  beaten  two  years  ago  by  Zumalacarregui 
while  on  a  similar  errand.  But  Espartero  was  ex- 
quisitely whimsical  and  indecisive ;  and  on  every 
occasion  continued  to  afford  most  gpratifying  proofs 
that  he  was  impenetrable  to  experience.  Don 
Carlos  could  not  have  had  a  better  friend  at  the 
head  of  his  enemies.  The  estimate  which  the  most 
'<  respectable"  portion  of  his  troops  formed  of  his 
capabilities  and  chances  of  success  as  a  General, 
may  be  guessed  from  the  fact,  that  on  the  15th  of 
Deer.  200  of  the  Royal  Guards  passed  over  in  a 
body  to  the  CarUsts  near  Villaba.  The  rest  were 
only  saved  by  a  forced  march  to  Pampeluna. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


The  Christinoe  haviDg  once  more  retreated  from 
the  mountains  on  which  they  had  threatened  Castre* 
jana  Bridge — and  E^^uia  being  occupied  in  restor- 
ing his  guns  from  the  batteries  in  the  hills  to  those  in 
the  suburbs  of  San  Agustin  and  Goyerri ; — wehad  a 
couple  of  days'  leisure,  which  I  employed  in  riding 
to  and  from  Durango,  five  leagues  distant;  my 
wardrobe  being  in  an  undeniable  state  of  si^e, 
and  abnost  unfit  to  be  seen  even  on  the  mountains. 
I  was  informed  that  there  were  such  persons  in  the 
camp  as  tailors  and  shoemakers;  but  on  the  strict- 
est inquiry  I  could  not  find  any  cloth  or  leather ;  so 

>  That  amusing  gossip,  the  Phare  de  Bojfonne,  aasured  iti 
readers  that  Eguia  had  lost  his  nose  in  one  of  these  mountain  skir- 
mishes:— an  ungenerous  rumour  of  rivalry,  destitute  of  the  sha* 
dow  of  truth,  for  the  General's  nose  still  stands  proudly  pre-eni* 
nent,  **  unhurt  amidst  the  war  of  elements,"  **  like  a  goodly  tower 
by  the  sea  side,*'  as  Solomon  sings,— of  which  Le  Pkarg  may  well 
b^  enrious. 
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of  necessity,  I  rode  to  refit  in  Durango.  The 
mountains  were  covered  with  mists  through  which 
the  muleteers  would  not  attempt  to  find  the  paths, 
80  I,  (not  presuming  to  know  them  better  though 
I  passed  that  way  thrice,)  descended  with  others  to 
die  old  paved  road  by  the  side  of  the  river  Nervion 
amongst  the  once  beautiful  valleys  of  Begona,  now 
bearing  sad  traces  of  the  effects  of  civil  war.  This 
district  has  suffered  severely  in  the  late  sortie 
from  the  town,  when  several  houses  were  burned. 
Their  blackened  and  crumbling  remains  struck  the 
eye  as  melancholy  memorials  of  the  Christino  line 
of  march  that  day*  The  valley  road  although  level 
enough,  was  one  of  the  worst  I  ever  travelled;  and 
torrents  of  rain  fell  to  make  it  worse.  It  was  a 
series  of  dislocated  stones,  round  and  smooth  as 
selected  from  the  river,  once  paved  in  continuous 
ribs  along  the  route,  but  now  presenting  only  a 
series  of  fractures  with  pools  between.  I  regis- 
tered *'  a  voV  in  my  road  book  never  to  go  that 
way  again  unless  I  could  not  possibly  help  it; — 
so  on  completing  my  business  in  Durango,  I  re- 
turned on  the  18th  along  the  fine  Camino  Real  which 
passes  within  musket  shot  of  the  town,  as  being 
&r  preferable.  A  military  fnend  who  was  anxious 
to  be  in  time  for  the  expected  cannonade,  accom- 
panied me;  and  with  the  aid  of  the  good  road,  we 
arrived  at  the  Puente  Nuevo  under  the  guns  of  the 
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lower  Morroi  just  as  Eguia  opened  fire  upon  the 
Palacio  Quintana  at  the  other  side  of  the  town. 
The  deep  and  narrow  gap  through  which  we  en- 
tered on  the  bridge,  afforded  one  would  think,  a 
most  tempting  opportunity  to  the  gunners  opposite ; 
however  they  did  not  fimey  us  just  then ;  so  we 
rode  quietly  over  the  long  bridge  without  a  single 
salute,  though  our  Carlist  boynas  and  tassels  marked 
us  as  Mr  game,  and  they  had  providently  demo> 
lished  the  battlement  nearest  to  themselves  to  get 
a  clear  aim  at  passengers.  A  little  further  up 
the  river,  nearer  to  the  Morro,  the  advanced  g^uaid 
of  the  besiegers  were  amusing  themselves  pitching 
the  bar.  A  parapet  of  stones  ran  across  it  for  their 
shelter,  but  so  low,  that  the  man  who  watched  the 
gunners  above  was  obliged  to  go  on  his  knees  to 
make  himself  small  enough.  Passing  along  with 
impunity  as  we  did,  I  could  not  forbear  criticising 
the  apparent  vt^  ineriuB  of  the  Christino  artilleros. 
'<  Pooh !"  said  my  friend,  <^  two  horsemen  are  not 
worth  wasting  powder  and  shot  upon !"  This  was 
rather  mortifying.  *<  One  of  us  may  be  a  General 
for  what  they  know?"  I  suggested,  "but  they  woot 
even  try  !"  "Not  one  shot  in  a  hundred  hits!"  said 
he,  "and  the  ninety-nine  are  wasted.  I  suppose  they 
have  not  killed  even  a  donkey  since  they  opened 
fire  on  the  bridge  !**  "  That  calculation  may  do  for 
tlie  Spaniards;"  said  I,  "  but  being  an  Irishman,  I 
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assure  you  that  if  I  were  a  gunner  up  there,  I  could 
not  resist  the  temptation  of  having  a  shot  at  our- 
selves down  here  !" 

Thus  we  argued  the  point  till  we  crossed  the 
bridge,  when  ^e  artilleros  having  us  nicely  in  a 
line  with  the  Carlist  guard,  threw  a  new  light 
on  the  subject,  by  a  shot  which  came  bounding 
down  the  road,  intended  "for  all  and  several,'*  as 
they  say  in  the  Highlands,  but  which  fortunately, 
was  turned  aside  in  its  course  by  a  trip  against  the 
Htde  parapet      The  CarUsts  never  stopped  their 
game,  and  we  passed  on,  acknowledging  that  the 
gunners  of  Morro-bajo  were  more  attentive  and  in- 
geniously economical  than  we  had  imagined.    The 
musketry  of  the  church  of  Begofia  was  a  much 
more  serious  gauntlet  to  run ;  but,  fortunately,  the 
smoke  of  the  Carlist  cannonade  came  sweeping  up 
the  hill  side  in  this  direction,   and  interposed  its 
good  offices  until  we  bad  passed  by.     A  Uttle  fur- 
ther on,  an  elevated  terrace  of  the  road  exposed  us 
to  the  fire  of  Fort  Larrinaga,  and  one  of  its  sheUs 
was  accordingly  sent  on  a  reconnoissance ;  but  the 
beneficent    powder   amoke   refracted  us  and   our 
position  to  the  gunner's  eye  with  a  variation  of 
about  twenty  yards  from  the  true  altitude,  so  that 
his  projectile  went  about  its  busmess  very  harm- 
lessly.     Continuing  our  course  up  the  mountains, 
we  were    rather    startled   at  fidling  in  with   an 
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advanced  guard  of  Christinoe,  on  what  we  knew 
three  days  before  to  have  been  Carlist  territory. 
We  had  heard  of  no  sortie  from  the  town  since 
then ;  but,  as  Charles  Matthews  used  to  say,  ^  It 
might  have  happened,  you  know'*  that  morning. 
They  did  not  fire  on  us !  They  did  not  even  chal- 
lenge us  !  Possibly  they  took  us  for  officers  from  the 
garrison,  reconnoitering?  There  they  sat  smoking 
at  their  ease  as  we  rode  up  to  them !  Farther  on, 
one  of  Castor's  Biscayan  guerillas  was  walking 
leisurely  over  the  mountain,  denying  himself  the 
pleasure  of  a  shot  at  them ;  as  if  he  never  took  any 
amusement  of  that  kind  now-a-days !  <*  O,  that's 
impossible!"  said  my  friend,  '* These  must  be  some 
of  the  recent  deserters  from  Espartero?"  So  it 
was.  They  were  just  commencing  a  new  line  of 
duty,  and  fortunately  for  us  made  no  mistakes 
arising  fr^m  the  force  of  habit,  for  which  we  felt 
properly  grateful, — there  being  neither  parapet  nor 
powder  cloud  between  us.  Howerer,  the  eye  does 
not  become  reconciled  in  a  moment  to  such  ano- 
malous apparitions.  I  had  been  watching  these 
fellows  for  three  weeks  doing  their  best  to  pepper 
my  good  friends  the  Carlists,  on  hill  or  plain;  and 
it  only  seemed  to  coincide  with  the  fitness  of 
things  and  of  uniforms,  that  they  should  take  a  snug 
aim  at  us  now.  But  they  were  old  soldiers :  they 
did  not  even  throw  away  a  word  on  us;  and  we 
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arrived  in  excellent  time  for  tlie  operations  directed 
agfunst  the  Palacio  in  the  Calle  Sendeca. 

The  resnltSy  however,  were  nearly  the  same  as 
before.     The  superior  number  and  calibre  of  the 
guns  which  the  town  was  able  to  bring  to  bear  on 
the  4  batteries  (viz.  two  in  Albia,  one  in  Campo 
Volantin,  and  one  in    Uribarri)    prevented    the 
latter  from  effecting  a  practicable  breach  before  the 
short  day  was  so  far  gone  as  to  render  their  further 
efforts  useless;  so  they  ceased  about  four  in  the 
afternoon.  The  very  echoes  of  the  town  discharges 
were  convincing  that  the  powder  of  its  defenders 
was  of  a  superior  quality  to  that  of  its  assailants, 
and  that  they  used  it  much  more  liberally.     Eguia 
did  not  renew  the  attack  next  day,  as  Espartero 
was  early  stirring  at  Desierto, — ^bringing  up  his 
reinforcements  in  a  long  column  from  Portugalete, 
reinforced  and  amounting,  it  was  said,  to  16,000 
men    and   250  cavalry; — preparing  for  a  fourth 
attempt  to  relieve  the  town,  by  re-crossing  the  river 
Nervion  to  the  right  bank  once  more,  aided  by  a 
new  bridge  (the  fifth)  of  boats. 

About  noon  a  steamer  (believed  to  be  French), 
came  up  the  Ria  with  stores  and  artiUery  (eighteen 
pieces  as  we  were  assured),  and  landed  them  op- 
posite the  convent— under  the  quarries  of  Monte 
Aspe,  on  the  quay  road  from  the  broken  bridge  of 
Luchana  to  the  sands  of  Algorta.      The   troops 
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in  fort  Desierto  speedily  crossed  over  in  launches, 
and  before  dusk,  7,000  at  least  liad  passed  and 
taken  possession  of  the  heights.  A  slight  skir- 
mish took  place  between  the  advanced  Carlist 
post  (the  6th  battalion  of  Biscay,)  at  the  vilk^ 
of  Erandio,  and  the  descending  column  pene- 
trating to  take  up  its  old  position  there;  which 
ended  by  the  Cbristinos  retreating  to  the  heights 
for  the  night 

The  state  of  Bilbao  at  this  time  was  desperate. 
Two  deserters  (one  an  Urbano)  informed  us  that 
their  powder  was  nearly  exhausted,  and  that  the 
garrison  were  reduced  to  rations  of  1  ounce  of  oil, 
2  ounces  of  rice,  2  ounces  of  bacon,  and  4^  ounces 
of  small  biscuits  for  two  days;  they  had  still 
some  wine  and  brandy.  Orders  had  been  issued 
commanding  all  families  to  deliver  up  any  morsels 
of  provision  they  possessed  on  pain  of  death. 
They  were  of  course  allowed  rations;  but  it  was 
stated  that  they  obtained  still  less  and  worse  than 
the  garrison,  and  not  regularly  each  day  as  the 
latter  did.  The  town  was,  in  £ftct,  reduced  to  the 
last  extremity;  and  (what  appeared  to  annoy  the 
besiegers  considerably,)  the  Christino  authorities 
had  succeeded  in  impressing  the  minds  of  the 
Urbanos  and  the  garrison  with  the  notion  that  the 
Carlists  would  shew  them  no  quarter  if  they  sur- 
rendered!    Eguia,  who  is  humanity  personified, 
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did,  I  believe,  all  he  could  to  undeceive  them;  but 
such  difficulties  attended  the  task,  (especially  since 
the  death  of  his  ParlementariOf)  that  nothing  effec- 
tive was  accomplished  for  the  removal  of  the  delu- 
sion ;  and  the  besieged  continued  to  resist,  with  all 
the  desperation  of  despair. 

The  two  English  brigs  of  war,  (the  Saracen 
and  Binffdavey)  lay  quietly  all  this  time  under  the 
guns  of  Desierto,  at  the  quay  from  whence  Espar- 
tero's  troops  were  crossing.  We  were  informed  that 
during  the  previous  week,  the  Saracen  had  fired 
three  shots  amongst  the  Carlists  on  shore :  intel- 
ligence that  surprised  every  one  considering  that 
they  were  not  molested !  I  myself  saw  one  of  these 
brigs  firing  two  shots  during  Oraa's  last  passage 
of  the  Ria  Nervion ;  and  I  know  that  the  British 
steamer  which  towed  up  the  launches  on  the  27th 
ult.  (to  convey  home  the  wounded  from  the  attack 
at  the  bridge  of  Castrejana  on  the  26th),  also  fired 
a  gun;  but  not  having  heard  of  any  damage 
inflicted  thereby,  I  had  conjectured  that  they  were 
but  signak.  Certainly  those  brigs  lay  in  a  very 
awkward  position  on  the  19th,  under  the  direct 
fire  between  the  guns  of  the  convent  and  those  of 
the  Carlists  on  the  hills  of  Cabras  and  Archanda. 
The  latter,  however,  acting  by  the  express  direc- 
tions of  Eguia,  cautiously  abstained  from  inflicting 
any  injury  on  them. 
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A  letter  was  that  morning  received  from  Gomez, 
at  Orduna,  15  miles  south  of  Bilbao,  where  he  had 
arrived  with  4,000  men,  800  horses,  and  thirty-five 
prisoners  of  rank,  including  Brigadiers  Flinter  and 
Puente.  Every  one  was  in  amazement,  and  asked 
if  he  had  dropped  from  the  sky ! 

We  were  now  all  again  on  the  hiUs.  The  mules 
and  oxen  were  tugging  the  guns  from  the  batteries 
in  San  Agustin  up  the  rocky  and  miry  roads  to 
bring  them  to  bear  for  the  fourth  time  on  the  ap- 
proaching Christines ; — so  often  had  Eg^a  been 
disturbed  in  his  operations.  He  and  Villarreal 
now  took  up  their  head-quarters  at  the  hill  fort  of 
Banderas  overlooking  all  the  enemy's  operations. 
The  road  and  river  from  Portugalete  to  Desierto, 
the  bridge  of  boats  to  the  opposite  side,  and 
the  heights  of  Aspe,  Ondis,  and  fjrandio,  were 
covered  with  the  Christine  masses.  Between  the 
armies,  ran  the  Ria  Asua,  across  which  individuab 
frequently  conversed.  To  the  east  of  Banderas 
lay  the  g^eat  valley  which  Espartero  was  beaten 
out  of  on  the  dth  of  December,  and  to  the  west 
the  fertile  plain  of  Deusto»  henuned  in  be- 
tween the  Ria  Nervion  and  the  continuous  hills 
of  Archanda  and  St  Domingo.  This  rich  tract  of 
alluvion  is  crowded  with  cascarios  (farm-houses),  cot- 
tages, gentlemen's  seats,  convents,  and  even  pala- 
cios,  worthy  of  the  name,  but  now  deserted,  or 
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occupied  as  barracks  or  stores.  Goyerri,  the  upper 
part  nearest  Bilbao,  and  most  exposed  to  its  can- 
nonade— ^is,  or  rather  was,  lined  with  stores 
for  ship  goods,  &c«  Many  of  these  now  lie  in 
ruins  firom  the  effect  of  the  shells,  in  the  attempts 
of  the  garrison  to  dispossess  the  besiegers.  Ola- 
veaga  is  the  lower  and  more  agricultural  part  of  the 
plain,  under  the  convent  of  los  Capuchinos  and 
Fuerte  Banderas,  where  the  river  makes  an  exten- 
sive circuit  to  the  west, — shaping  the  plain  into  a 
semicircle;  and  the  buildings  principally  those  of  the 
fiirmers  and  ship  storekeepers,  extend  along  it  in  a 
street  for  more  than  a  mile,  with  an  excellent  road, 
or  rather  quay,  between.  The  houses  are  better 
built  than  in  any  other  country  part  of  the  pro- 
vinces I  have  seen ;  and  when  the  vines  were  in 
leaf,  and  climbing  up  the  balconies,  as  they  were 
when  we  first  arrived  in  October, — the  scene  was 
delightful.  Here  Eguia  held  his  head -quarters 
while  active  operations  were  going  on  against  the 
town ;  but  when  the  Columns  crossed  to  the  east, 
he  took  up  his  abode  in  the  mountains  above,  which 
run  from  Banderas  south  for  several  miles,  extend- 
ing nearly  to  Durango,  completely  separating  the 
long  vaUey  of  Duesto  and  the  towns  of  Bilbao, 
Graldacano  and  Zomosa  on  the  west,  from  those 
of  Erandio,  Asua,  Luchoa,  Sondica,  2kLmudio,  &c, 
on  its  eastern  side. 
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At  any  other  time  I  should  have  been  a  gratified 
amateur  amongst  the  treasures  of  architecture  and 
agriculture  displayed  before  me;  but  during  the 
two  sieges  which  I  had  the  pleasure  and  sorrow  of 
being  witness  to,  my  attention  was  very  forcibly 
turned  into  other  channels.  All  day  (and  some^ 
times  all  night  too)  my  eyes  and  ears  were  filled 
with  the  sights  and  sounds  of  war,  a  thousand  times 
more  striking  and  impressive  than  ever  they  appear 
in  a  plain.  I  would  give  very  little  indeed  to  see 
a  campaign  in  Holland,  Flanders,  Courland,  or  any 
of  the  flat  <^ prize-fighting  grounds  of  Europe;" 
but  a  siege  of  Bilbao  is  a  display  of  the  picturesque, 
worth  coming  from  China  to  behold.  The  valley 
is  a  splendid  stage — an  immense  amphitheatre  for 
the  display  of  military  effects ;  while  the  circling 
heights  afford  the  amateur  superb  positions  and 
points  of  view  that  vary  at  every  step,  and  form 
altogether  one  of  the  most  magnificent  natural  Co- 
losseums  in  the  world.  Every  day  in  fine  weather 
the  hills  were  crowded  with  spectators;  and  never 
did  a  spectacle  of  ancient  or  modern  times  attract 
a  more  numerous,  interested  or  enthusiastic  au- 
dience. The  In£euite  Don  Sebastian  and  his  staff 
were  constant  attendants,  and  during  the  grand 
performances,  had  a  private  box  (Fuerte  Banderas,) 
which  afforded  them  a  superior  view  of  the  Chris- 
tino  manoeuvres ;  interrupted  occasionally  by  San 
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Nicholas  del  Desierto,  who  had  the  ill  manners  to 
pelt  his  Highness  with  grenades  in  the  Irish  <^  bot- 
tle and  rattle"  style.     The  Christino  generals  were 
incessantly  bridge-building,  house-burning,  march- 
ing and  counter-marching,  and  going  through  the 
prettiest  sham  battles  imaginable.     Twenty  spy 
glasses  were  here  in  dail}^  requisition  to  appreciate 
their  movements,  to  identify  the  houses,  or  count 
the  numbers  that  fell  under  the  minute-guns  of 
Castor's  guerillas,  and  were  soon  stripped  to  their 
shirts  either  by  friends  or  enemies.    What  bursts  of 
applause  from  the  lynx-eyed  peasant  spectators  in 
the  upper  gallery,  when  their  sons  and  brothers,  in 
similar  homely  garb,  chased  the  dashing  and  gal- 
lantly equipped   Lancers  of  the  Queen's  Royal 
Guard  before  them  !      What  shouts  of  laughter 
when  the  experienced  guerillas,  rounding  the  hills 
to  windward  over  Castrejana,  set  fire  to  the  fern 
and  heather,  and  then  safely  blazed  away  at  the 
smoked  and  blinded  Christinos !    I  never  knew  be- 
fore that  human  beings  had  such  excellent  sight, — 
but  the  fact  was,  that  the  telescopes  of  the  Senores 
generally  played  second  fiddle  to  the  eyes  of  the 
paymnos.     An  exclamation,  a  laugh,  or  a  hearty 
curse   of   the   soldado,   generally    awakened    and 
directed  the  attention  of  the  telescopic  Comman- 
dante  to  the  point  of  attraction.     It  was  highly  in- 
structive to  get  a  seat  beside  any  of  the  spectators 


70  MILITARY   VISITATIONS. 

who  knew  the  country  or  the  town,  and  listen  to 
their  observations  on  the  progpress  of  a  ccneerted 
cannonade  or  a  bombardment  played  in  the  orches- 
tra below,  by  the  rampart  and  battery  performers. 
I  recollect  that  on  the  17th  November,  I  was 
sitting  with  three  young  ladies  on  the  ridge  of 
San  Domingo,  alternately  watching  the  distant 
thrashing  which  Espartero  was  receiving  from 
Villarreal  at  the  bridge  of  Castrejana,  and  the 
storming  of  the  Convent  of  San  Agustin  by  the 
Arragonese  just  below  us.  These  three  girls  were 
very  pretty;  but  the  three  years'  war  had  so 
deranged  the  equilibrium  of  beaux  and  belles  in 
Biscay,  that  they  were  promenading  without  an 
escort  till  I  offered  my  services.  I  found  two  of 
them  particularly  well-informed  in  the  topography 
of  the  town  and  suburbs,  forts  and  batteries;  which 
they  accounted  for  incidentally,  by  observing  that 
they  lived  there  (pointing  out  a  pretty  country- 
house  in  Uribarri  beneath)  ;  but  five  cannon 
shot  having  passed  through  it  the  other  day, 
they  had  come  on  a  visit  to  their  friend  up 
here^  and  would  probably  remain  with  her  till 
the  siege  was  over !  The  Biscayans  are  indeed 
exceedingly  social  and  hospitable.  During  the 
two  recent  sieges,  the  inmates  of  perhaps  1,000 
houses,  who  were  dispossessed  in  the  dangerous 
vicinity  of  the  town,  all  found  shelter  and  refiige 
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among  their  more  fortunate  neighbours  at  a  little 
distance;  and  during  this  whole  period,  I  only  saw  a 
ringle  beggar,  the  mother  of  a  little  child,  in  im- 
mediate want  of  a  morsel  of  bread.  Of  the  family 
parties  whom  I  daily  meet  on  the  heights  (for  it 
was  impossible  to  sit  incuriously  below,  while  there 
were  such  sights  to  be  witnessed  above)  I  found 
even  the  poorest  courteous  and  generous ;  willing 
to  share  their  bit  of  maize  bread  and  bottle  of 
ehacoli  with  me  and  their  neighbours,  and  enduring 
all  the  ills  of  war  with  a  degree  of  patient  hope 
and  cheerful  resignation  that  showed  how  deeply 
their  feelings  were  interested  in  the  success  of  the 
siege.  The  women  were  everywhere  far  more 
active  and  zealous  partizans  than  the  men.  They 
only  needed  a  hint  that  there  were  wounded  sol- 
diers lying  in  the  hermitages  of  Santa  Agatha,  San 
Rooque  or  San  Domingo  after  an  attack  of  the 
Column  or  a  sortie  from  the  town,  and  they  would 
rise  from  their  beds  in  the  midst  of  the  night, 
bundle  them  up  and  march  with  them  on  their 
heads,  lanthorn  in  hand,  for  miles  across  the  moun* 
tains;  laden  besides  with  all  the  little  comforts  they 
could  carry;  and  afterwards  tliey  would  sit  and 
tend  the  poor  heridos  hour  after  hour,  and  come 
day  after  day  while  their  services  could  avail.  How 
stoically  whole  villages  camped  out  on  the  hills, 
while  the  Christinos  were  marauding  in  their  dwell- 
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ings !  patiently  watching  the  efforts  of  the  Carlist 
artillery  and  guerillas  to  dblodg^  them ;  and  when 
at  last  the  cowardly  Column  had  retired  for  the 
night,  with  what  shouts  and  vivas!  they  would  dance 
down  again  to  take  possession.  There  was  always 
something  interesting  to  be  seen  or  heard  on  the 
heights  on  a  fine  day,  that  well  rewarded  the 
trouble  of  the  ascent; — but  in  bad  weather  all  one's 
faculties  were  absorbed  in  the  single  sense  of  feel- 
ing, and  it  was  useless  to  think  of  anything  except 
the  storm  which  seemed  inclined  to  blow  you  over 
the  hill  with  the  (ailing  leaves — the  thunder-showers 
that  threatened  to  wash  you  into  the  river  below — 
or  the  freezing  mixture  of  snow,  hail,  sleet  and 
mist,  that  was  doing  its  best  to  transform  you  into 
an  icicle.  Fine  days,  however,  still  intervened,  and 
actually  prolonged  the  Biscayan  autumn  to  the 
20th  of  December;  and  on  these  it  was  a  luxury 
to  be  out  and  enjoying  life  on  the  mountains.  The 
valley  of  the  Bilbao  river  or  Ria  Nervion  (the 
long  western  vale  of  operations),  is  of  a  whimsically 
tortuous  figure,  not  unlike  the  great  brass  serpent 
in  the  royal  Spanish  band;  and  like  it,  was,  while 
the  siege  lasted,  a  very  fine  musical  instrument, 
whose  compass  and  execution  continually  attnu!ted 
my  admiration.  Unlike  the  serpent,  however,  it 
was  played  at  each  end  (Morro  and  Portugalete), 
as  well  as  at  a  variety  of  intermediate  points: — 

15 
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Miravalles,  Begona,  Campo  VolaDtin,  Bursena, 
Banderas,  Bilbao,  Monte  de  Cabras,  San  Nicolas, 
San  Agustin,  San  Mames,  San  Vincento,  and  a 
number  of  other  saintly  stations,  where  cannons  and 
mortars  of  all  calibres  were  daily  practising  their  ga- 
mut with  all  imaginary  ^^  shakes,  graces,  and  vari- 
ations," accomplishing  the  most  ^^  diflBcult  effects,'* 
and  awakening  echoes  that,  like  some  self-satisfied 
amateurs,  once  set  a  going,  could  not  stop  them- 
selves. Every  ravine  had  its  peculiar  note,  heard 
to  the  greatest  advantage  at  the  upper  extremity ; 
where,  often,  while  traversing  the  summit  paths, 
the  airy  concussions  have  rushed  up  with  abrupt 
velocity,  taking  me  by  surprise  and  striking  upon 
my  ear  with  a  startling  violence  !  There  was  one 
ravine  leading  up  to  the  old  windmill  of  San 
Domingo,  the  sides  of  which,  feathered  with  pines 
and  firs,  gave  birth  to  some  comically  aspirated 
sounds,  that  when  repeated  continuously,  produced 
strange  sardonic  guttural  laughing  intonations,  wor- 
thy of  incorporation  in  the  demoniac  scenas  of  Der 
FreUchiUz^  or  Robert  le  Diable.  I  shall  never  forget 
the  shrill  fiendish  scream  that  issued  from  San  Fran- 
cisco's warning  belfrey,  when  just  as  it  w*as  enun- 
ciating ^<  one,  two,  three,"  for  a  shell — a  sacrilegious 
Carlist  ball  dashed  in — sending  the  fragments  sing- 
ing and  shrieking  over  the  city  !  (N.  B.  San 
Francisco,  in  revenge,  mounted  a  steeple-gun  next 
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his  Story !  In  the  morning  he  presented  it  to 
EguiR)  who,  instead  of  the  usual  fee,  presented  him 
with  a  couple  of  dollars  for  his  exploit,  but  would 
not  grant  him  a  brevet  for  the  process  of  extinction. 
— Occasionally  the  side  of  one  of  the  great  valleys 
of  Bilbao,  Asua  or  Castrejana,  would  exhibit  a  run- 
ning line  of  flames,  curling  and  crackling  along  the 
summits  for  miles, — ^presenting  strange  unearthly 
sights  and  sounds  in  the  darkness  and  stillness  of 
night, — all  proceeding  from  a  spark  of  some  gue- 
rilla watchfire  carried  off  by  the  night  breeze,  and 
fanned  into  destructiveness  amongst  the  heath, 
furze  and  fern  which  it  happened  to  find  in  its 
course.  Occasionally  rocks,  ravines  and  trees  in- 
tervened, and  the  wind  rose  and  lulled  again, 
giving  birth  to  wild  variations  in  the  features  of 
these  gigantic  fireworks,  which  I  have  never  seen 
equalled  in  the  supernatural  scenery  of  the  German 
drama.  Then  the  village  of  Begona  burned  in  a 
sortie  of  the  garrison,  and  those  of  Baracaldo, 
Algorta,  and  Erandio,  destroyed  by  the  Christino 
columns,  illuminated  the  surrounding  country  night 
after  night;  all  suitably  termined  by  the  yule-fires 
of  Banderas,  which  Espartero  kindled  to  light  him 
into  Bilbao  on  Christmas-eve. 

Each  season  had  its  appropriate  amusement.  On 
fine  days  hunting  for  cannon-balls  was  a  popular 
recreation.     It  was  highly  interesting  to  observe 
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the  races  of  the  soldados  to  the  spots  where  they 
struck,  (perceptible  only  at  the  instant  by  the  cut- 
ting of  the  grass  or  heath  through  which  they  took 
to  earth),  and  the  speed  with  which  they  unken- 
nelled each,  that  they  might  be  at  leisure  to  mark 
the  flight  and  descent  of  the  next  The  balls  were 
fidr  game  to  every  one,  and  ready  money  (ten- 
pence)  to  the  sportsman  who  bagged  them.  *^  You 
give  a  peseta  for  a  ball,''  said  a  Navarrese  wag  to 
Eguia  one  day,  ^^  what  do  you  give  for  a  cannon  ?" 
'^  Vamos  d  ^ere  !  Let  us  see  your  great  gun,"  said 
the  cautious  old  GeneraL  The  fellow  produced  a 
swivel  from  beneath  his  cloak,  amidst  roars  of 
laughter.  He  had  found  it  in  a  ship  store  in 
Olaveaga  (where  the  Christines  had  forgotten  it), 
and  now  begged  leave  to  present  it  to  the  artillery 
department,  with  an  humble  claim  to  serve  as  cap- 
tain of  the  gpm  when  it  was  mounted  on  something. 
The  cannon-balls  on  both  sides  occasionally  took 
strange  flights  of  fancy,  and  left  their  marks  in 
most  out-of-the  way  places,  for  tiie  edification  of 
all  whom  it  might  concern.  Several  went  out  of 
town,  and  buried  themselves  in  the  English  grave- 
yard in  the  Albia  on  the  river  side,  just  below  the 
Half-moon  Island,— along  with  the  former  Captain 
and  Surgeon  of  tiie  Ringdove,  and  the  officers  who 
fell  in  die  campaigns  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 
The  pretty  cupola  of  die  Campo  Santo  fort,  on  the 
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town  ramparts,  had  holes  in  its  noddle  distributed 
with  such  Promethean  regrularity,  that,  viewed  frwn 
the  height  of  San  Domingo,  they  presented  a  very 
inquisitive  countenance— eyes,  nose,  mouth,  ears 
and  chin  all  complete.  On  the  other  hand,  a 
Christino  ball  from  the  convent  of  San  Mames 
dashed  in  through  the  church  door  of  San  Pedro  m 
Deusto,  previously  knocking  down  a  tree  that  stood 
ill  its  way,  and  finally  lodged  in  the  pulpit! 
Another  took  off  the  head  of  San  Antonio  as  he 
stood  in  the  niche  of  his  own  chapel  in  front  of  the 
same  fortalice,  holding  the  in&nt  Jesus  in  his  arms. 
The  Carlist  battery  under  the  niche  returned  the 
compliment  at  the  very  next  shot,  by  scalping  the 
round-head  steeple-turret  of  San  Mam^  and  ex- 
posing him  to  the  passing  scofis  of  all  the  diildren 
in  the  village; — ^^  Go  up  thou  bald  head  !^  The 
beautiful  wrought^iron  thirty-two  pounder,  made  at 
Seville  of  old  horse-shoes,  was  strudk  in  the  under 
lip,  during  the  same  engagement,  in  a  manner  to 
illustrate  most  strikingly  the  advantages  of  its  con- 
struction, combining  as  it  does  strength  and  tough- 
ness with  lightness.  The  trees  in  the  Prado  of 
Campo  Volantin  were  dimpled,  pitted,  scarred,  tat- 
toed,  shaved,  cut,  curled  and  amputated  in  every 
known  style  of  barber-surgery.  To  tell  the  trotb, 
I  only  ventured  amongst  them  at  night;  that  &- 
vourite  walk  of  Bilbao  beaux  and  belles  b^  a 
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very  unhealthy  parade  in  the  day  time ;  but  at  night 
it  was  tolerably  safe ;  the  only  danger  being  that  of 
stumbling  over  the  lopped  arm  of  a  tree,  while  one's 
attention  was  attracted  to  the  strange  grimaces  of 
die  shattered  trunk,  grinning  over  head. 

On  the  mountains,  the  waste  of  forest  life  and 
limb,  was  equally  deplorable.  In  fine  weather,  and 
in  the  early  part  of  the  siege,  they  were  merely  cut 
for  the  purposes  of  fuel,  so  the  consumption  was 
comparatively  trivial ;  but  when  the  rain  and  snow 
and  Espartero  came,  everybody  that  had  a  bill-hook 
or  a  sword  was  up  in  a  tree,  cutting,  hacking  and 
maiming  for  life,  to  get  door-posts,  bressimers, 
rafters,  roof-trees  and  thatch  for  their  huts ;  all  of 
wludi  I  could  jump  over,  down  hill,  without  diffi- 
culty— if  the  bayonets  did  not  stick  up  through  the 
roo£  The  smoke  passed  freely  out,  and  the  rain 
passed  as  freely  in  through  every  part  of  these  ex- 
temporaneous caserns  ;  but  when  the  snow  fell,  they 
became  at  once  most  comfortably  storm-proo^  being 
weather-slated  by  the  first  shower.  This  was  lux- 
ury;  and  as  there  was  not  a  tent  in  the  camp,  there 
were  no  invidious  distinctions  or  jealousies.  The 
nights  were  intensely  cold  before  the  snow  fell, 
especially  just  before  day-break ;  but  fortunately 
at  that  chilly  hour,  the  military  band  of  Bilbao 
(a  very  fine  band  it  was)  used  to  play  its  adiano^  or 
some  other  appropriate  and  rousing  tune;  when  all 
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the  hill  folk  would  jump  up  and  warm  themselves 
by  dancing  to  it.  The  Spaniards  have  a  natural  taste 
for  music.  Night  or  day,  wherever  they  go,  even 
if  only  three  or  four  are  together,  one  is  sure  to  be 
found  able  to  give  out  a  marching  song,  another  to 
sing  a  second,  and  the  others  to  join  in  the  chorus. 
The  march  of  one  of  these  merry  battalions  over 
the  mountains,  is  a  sight  worth  going  thither  firom 
London  to  see.  The  rain  beats  on  them — they  don't 
mind  it,  but  sing  all  the  merrier,  as  if  like  ducks, 
they  rejoiced  in  the  drops.  One  fellow  carries  the 
soup  cauldron  of  the  company,  and  is  obliged  to 
stop  occasionally  to  lighten  his  load  by  spilling  out 
the  rain.  Many  have  taken  oflf  their  coats,  and 
slinging  them  across  their  breast,  leave  their  backs 
exposed,  and  thus  face  the  storm.  The  sleeves  are 
thereby  untenanted,  but  the  Carlist  loves  bis  mus- 
ket as  if  it  was  an  arm  of  his  body ;  so  he  throsts 
the  butt  and  lock  up  into  the  sleeve,  and  jogs  on,  a 
comical  figure,  as  if  he  held  up  his  elbow  in  de- 
fiance or  derision  of  the  clouds  that  drenched  him. 
^^ There  goes  an  officer  without  a  sword!  How 
happens  that  ?"  "  O,  he  broke  it  in  the  last  assault 
on  San  Agustin ;  but  he's  going  into  battle,  and 
he'll  soon  find  another !"  One  happy  national 
trait  counterbalanced  a  hundred  wants,  grievances, 
difficulties  and  mbfortunes, — nobody  gambled; 
cfverybody  was  patient,   struggled  on  and  hoped 
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for  better  times.  There  was  seen  a  spirit  approaching 
closely  to  what  Englishmen  would  consider  levity 
in  the  midst  of  the  most  important  affairs.  The 
soldier  had  his  joke  on  everything  and  everybody, 
and  often  sang  it  extempore  ^<  for  the  amusement 
of  the  Company/'  and  "  it  caused  a  great  laugh  at 
the  time,"  as  Mathews  used  to  say.  Whilst  £s- 
partero  was  cannonading  the  Carlists  across  the  Ria 
Asua  (the  first  time,)  sportsmen  on  the  opposite 
hills  were  popping  at  hares  and  woodcocks,  and 
knocking  them  down  with  Viv*  el  Rey!  It  was 
amusing  to  see  how  quietly  the  horses  and  mules 
who  had  never  been  hit,  grazed  amidst  the  can- 
nonnade ;  merely  smelling  the  clouds  occasionally, 
and  remarking  to  one  another  that  these  moun- 
tains were  very  thundery  !  The  riders  too  seemed 
as  unconscious  or  casehardened  as  their  cattle,  and 
would  scarcely  interrupt  their  smoking  or  joking  to 
get  out  of  the  way  of  a  Christino  cannonade.  I  con- 
fess I  thought  myself  rather  in  danger  at  first,  but 
a  little  experience  soon  set  my  nerves  right,  and 
convinced  me  that  I  ran  as  much  (or  as  little)  risk 
in  one  place  as  in  another,  so  I  never  afterwards 
denied  myself  the  amusement  of  hunting  cannon 
balls  to  cover,  with  the  rest.  It  was  otherwise,  how- 
ever, when  the  Royal  English  artillerymen  began  to 
crack  Shrapnell  shells  on  our  heads  two  or  three  days 
before  Christmas  eve.     After  they  burst,  there  was 
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nothing  to  be  found  on  Archanda,  Areagas  and  Mon- 
te de  Cabras,  but  wounds ;  and,  although  we  were 
not  aware  at  the  time,  to  whose  attention  we  were 
indebted  for  such  striking  displays  of  skill,  every- 
body seemed  tolerably  satisfied  that  the  only  secure 
plan  was  to  get  out  of  their  range  altogether,  and 
all  who  enjoyed  any  free  will  in  the  matter,  did  so 
accordingly.  Lord  Ranelagh  in  vain  made  light 
of  the  momentary  arrivals ;  inviting  his  numerous 
acquaintances  to  sit  and  partake  of  the  Christmas 
cheer  that  Espartero  was  sending,  as  his  compli* 
ments  of  the  reason,  across  the  Ria  Asua.  No ! 
there  was  something  too  pointed  (though  incom- 
prehensible) in  the  new  Christino  practice ;  no  de- 
serters were  coming  to  explain  it;  and  at  last,  all 
who  were  not  on  actual  duty — even  those  whom  I 
have  seen,  day  after  day,  sitting  smoking  unooa? 
cernedly  or  promenading  leisurely  on  the  heights 
of  San  Domingo  while  all  the  town  forts  were  can- 
nonading them,  or  whom  I  have  observed  calmly 
facing,  from  morning  to  night,  a  guerilla  fusillade 
on  the  hills  of  Castrejana,  as  a  thing  of  less  im- 
portance than  a  hail-storm— even  they  thoi^ht  it 
better  to  smoke  somewhere  else,  just  round  the 
shoulder  of  the  hill,  where  the  dgarro  would  not 
be  jerked  out  of  their  lips  by  their  horses'  nervous 
start,  as  the  fiery  thunderclap  came  smack  at  their 
heads,  and  the  splinters  skelped  along  their  quar- 
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ten,  or  rattled  among  their  hoofis*  Courage  is 
very  much  an  affair  of  sociability  as  well  as  of 
custom,  in  man  or  beast ;  and  so,  though  no  smoker 
myself,  I  speedily  joined  the  good  company  at  the 
sheltered  side,  where  a  hearty  laugh  welcomed  the 
fresh  arrival  of  every  idler*  Nobody  thought  of 
asking  *^  Are  you  wounded?"  but  numbers  inquired 
<C'Did  your  horse  escape  7* — Such  is  a  camp  ! 
Death  is  nothing; — a  wound  is  a  matter  of  course, 
to  be  borne  with  fortitude;  but  a  good  steed  dis- 
abled is  a  serious  annoyance :  ^^Carqjo  !  Demonio  ! 
'Tis  d — ^nably  vexatious !" 

The  immediate  vicinity  of  Bilbao  also  afforded 
very  striking  and  instructive  scenes.  The  follow-* 
ing  rough  sketch  of  a  spectacle  exhibited  in  the 
suburbs  of  San  Agustin, — ^transcribed  from  my 
note  book,  just  as  it  stands, — may  perhaps  suflBce 
for  the  peaceful  reader  or  spectator. 

December  19. — Scene  1.  ^^The  moon  behind 
a  cloud"  (important  to  night-walkers  under  the 
walls  of  Bilbao).  Half-^-dozen  amateurs  on  a  party 
of  pleasure  strolling  along  the  quay  from  Olaveaga 
to  the  Campo  Volantin: — Arrive  at  a  battery 
thrown  up  to  repulse  any  sally  of  the  garrison. — 
Scene  2.  The  amateurs  enter  the  Campo  through 
an  embrasure,  astride  an  eight  pounder, — prome- 
nade along  the  Prado,  tripping  over  branches 
lopped  by  the  town  guns ;  also  stumbling  on  the 
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stone  benches*  ^'  Take  care  I  Come  away  from 
the  river  side.  They'll  see  you,  and  fire.''  <<  Let 
them  fire !  I'll  not  break  my  shins  any  longer  in 
the  shade  of  the  trees  there." — ^*  Speak  low  near 
the  water,  the  voice  will  carry  across  it  to  the 
arsenaL"  A  fierce  whisper  from  a  house  in  the 
Calle  Sendeca — "  Quien  vive  ?"  Our  reply,  very 
quick,  <<  Carlos  Quinto  P'  A  range  of  tall  bairels, 
filled  with  day,  bars  the  way.  "  Turn  in  through 
this  fiilling  house — ^now  out  at  the  stable — ^up 
through  the  hayloft— down  into  the  street" — 
Scene  3.  <^  £h !  where's  the  next  passage  ?  We 
are  at  fistult.  The  arsenal  battery  has  knocked 
another  lot  of  houses  down  to  Eguia  since  I  was 
last  here.  SentineUof  which  is  the  way  to  the 
Church  of  San  Agustin  to  night  ?"  **  For  ojiei, 
Seihres.  One  at  a  time.  Step  on  the  dog-kennel 
—over  the  wall — ^up  the  bank — under  the  hedge 
and  across  the  ruins  of  the  Convent"  **  Did  that 
ball  go  through  your  Boyna  or  mine  ?'  '*  No,  no, 
neither !  they're  not  firing  at  us  at  all."  ^*  I  wish 
they  would  aim  at  us,  and  then  perhaps  the  per- 
verse balls  would  go  somewhere  else.  What  a 
heap  of  ruins  !  the  world  turned  upside  down,  and 
the  pantiles  transformed  to  paving  stones !  A  fine 
place,  if  one  had  daylight,  to  make  observations  on 
the  strength  and  stress  of  materials."  ^<  Keep 
moving !  get  through  this  rubbish  of  the  outskirts 
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of  the  convent,  and  you'll  see  something  worth 
looking  at." — Scene  4.  The  grand  Church  and  a 
rousing  Faccioso  festival  within.  *<  What  have  we 
here  ?  Alloway's  auld  haunted  kirk,  or  the  vault 
of  the  witches  in  McuAeih,  or  the  fao-simile  of  St, 
BoMoU^s  aisle  in  Robert  Le  DiabU  f  'Tis  a  purgar 
torian  scene  of  the  finest  glow,  well  worthy  of  a 
pen  and  ink  sketch." — Imprimus.  Nave,  transept, 
choir,  altar,  pilhus  and  side  aisles  lit  up  by  watch 
fires — the  roof  destroyed  in  various  parts  by  shells, 
— the  sky  and  stars  looking  in, — a  broad  breach 
near  the  high  altar  to  the  N.E.  Soldiers  dispersed 
around  the  fires,  singing,  laughing  and  shouting; 
others  heard  in  the  upper  galleries,  and  occa^- 
sionally  seen,  as  the  fitful  flame  of  fresh  fuel  springs 
up,  or  the  flashes  of  the  muskets  reveal  their  posi- 
tions. Sand  bags  placed  in  the  choir,  the  organ 
loft  and  the  galleries;  behind  these  they  blaze 
away  through  windows  and  loop  holes  at  the  town 
walls.  Christine  voices  and  muskets  replying  at 
the  other  side  of  the  Cathedral-close,  about  ten 
yards  across.  Very  abusive  warfiare  heard  through 
the  roof,  going  on  somewhere  in  the  sky,  in  the 
region  of  the  weathercock !  One  fellow  mounts  a 
ladder  to  exchange  Homeric  compliments  at  a  high 
window.  What  a  Billingsgate  language  the  Spanish 
is  !  How  admirably  adapted  for  recitativo  a  la  dis- 
tanciaf     Not  a  syllable  is  lost  on  either  side,  even 
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amidst  the  fusillade.  <'  Viva  la  Beyna  Gabemadara 
la  putaP'  (Ping!)  ^' Muerto  a  Carlos  Quinio 
el hipocritanr  (Ping!)  "The  Urbanos  have  ex- 
cellent lead  in  their  bullets !  See  how  perfectly 
they  flatten  on  this  pillar.  But  don't  sit  on  that 
rubbish,  most  of  the  glass  grenades  fall  just  there* 
-^very  ugly  things.  I  saw  the  nose  of  one  poor 
fellow,  sitting  just  where  you  are,  blown  dean  oflF 
by  one  of  them,  and  his  eafUma  full  of  cartridges 
take  fire  round  about  him  at  the  same  moment 
Keep  near  the  portal,  under  the  choir.     *Tis  the 

« 

only  sanctuary  left.  Your  head's  safe  there.  Then, 
if  the  grenade  Mis  near  you,  look  out  for  the  shel- 
ter of  a  pillar.  That  fellow  on  the  ladder  will  cer- 
tainly be  shot  Listen  to  him.''  "  Tell  me,  you 
starvelings,  what's  the  price  of  horseflesh  in  the 
town  markets  to  day^?  (Ping!)  How  many  of 
you  have  boiled  your  belts  for  broth  yet?  (Ping!) 
If  you  have  strength  enough  left,  throw  me  your 
shoes,  and  I'll  pelt  you  with  a  ration  of  potatoes  ? 
(Ping!)  How  does  the  ounce  of  rice  and  half 
ounce  of  oil,  and  no  biscuit  per  diem^  agree  with 
you  as  fighting  diet?"  (Ping!  Ping!)  **  He's  down; 
ladder,  musket  and  all,  clattering  on  the  Bishop's 

>  Extract  from  the  correfpondence  of  the  Morning  ChrwtkUt 
dated  Bilbao,  Dec.  26 : — '*  A  list  of  prices  of  provisioDB  has  beea 
shown  me,  namely : — Horse-flesh,  28.  2d.  a  pound ;  half  a  cat, 
2s.  2d. ;  an  egg,  Is.  Id. ;  a  fowl,  £l.  Is.  8d." 
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<'  gilded  tomb !"  "  Is  he  dead?"  <•  Not  he !  There  he 
goes,  pursuiDg  something  with  his  gun.  'Tis  a 
general  chase!"  (Bang!  bang!  bang!  on  the 
floor!)  '« What's  the  matter,  S^ar  official?' 
^^  They  threw  a  cat  in  at  the  window,  Senores.  It 
alighted  on  the  head  of  that  noisy  fellow  and  claw- 
ed him  down.  (Bang !)  There — ^he's  shot  it !  away 
he  goes  up  the  ladder  to  fling  it  back."  ^'  Ha ! 
you  sons  of  Moors,  there's  a  feast  for  you.  There's 
Maria  Christina  Goto  again,  with  an  ounce  of  lead 
for  stuffing.  (Ping !)  Make  much  of  her  and 
stew  her  for  a  ragout ;  and  take  care  you  don't  die 
of  a  surfeit  ( Ping ! )  We'll  throw  you  some  BatOM 
for  a  dessert.  They  say  Espartero  is  coming  with 
English  beef  for  your  dinners ;  but  he  can't  find  the 
way  up  the  river,  and  the  Trincaduras  have  lost 
their  oars,  and  the  pilots  are  sea  sick.  The  Chacoli 
of  Biscay  disagrees  with  his  Excellency's  digestion, 
and  they  have  put  on  his  night  cap  and  put  him  to 
bed  and  applied  twenty  leeches  to  his  big  toe,  but 
he  can  get  no  rest  or  sleep,  with  Castor's  noise  at 
his  door.  (Ping  !)  Have  a  warming-pan  ready  for 
him  when  he  arrives  to  visit  the  ruins  of  Bilbao. 
(Ping !)  They  say  he  sent  to  England  for  planks 
to  mend  the  bridge  of  Luchana,  and  make  rafts  to 
cross  the  Ria  Asua.  Aye,  the  English  are  coming 
and  so  is  Christmas !  (Ping !)  What's  become  of 
the  battalions  of  Toro  and  Truxillo  and  Compos- 
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tella?  (Ping !)  We  never  see  any  of  them  now 
a  days.  I  took  a  pair  of  trowsers  from  each  of 
them,  and  very  thin  they  were  !  (Hog !  Ping !) 
When  you  make  another  sortie,  please  to  put  on 
good  ones, — (Ping !) — if  you  have  any  ?  Guarda  f 
gromada  /"  In  it  came  through  the  window,  a  long 
train  of  sparks  curvetting  over  the  head  of  the  hero 
of  the  ladder.  ^<  Run,  my  hearties :  lend  us  a  pillar!" 
<<  It  fell  very  soft  Did  it  alight  on  any  one  T* 
«  Now,  silence  for  the  explosion  !'*  "  It*s  very  long 
about  it  I  Is  Aprice  sitting  on  it?  The  best  man 
kicks  it  and  says — ^burst !"  <*  Bravo  Navarro,  take 
care  of  your  toes !" — "  O  la  !  *sta  Perro  !  'twas  a 
dead  dog  with  a  squib  tied  to  his  tail !" — <<  Throw 
him  back  after  Christina  Goto  for  racianes  !** — "  Now 
listen  to  the  splendid  chorus,  Viva  Den  Carht! 
which  only  wants  the  accompaniment  of  the  organ 
(burnt)  to  produce  a  magnificent  effect"  <<  Where 
does  that  passage  lead  ?" — <^  To  a  very  unhealthy 
spot,  the  outer  barricade  of  the  town  towards  the 
arsenal.  Let  us  explore  the  other  side." — Scene 
5.  ^^  What  new  purgatorian  depths  are  here  ?  and 
who's  that  rising  from  the  grave,  with  shovel  and 
pistols  ?"  ^^  A  miner :  'tis  a  new  sinking ;  but  hush  ! 
that's  a  secret ;  we're  only  waiting  for  five  quintals 
of  powder  to  blow  that  Palacio  Quintina  out  of  the 
Calle  Sendeca  into  the  air,  and  then  we  enter 
Bilbao.    You  may  perceive  how  well  our  soldiers 
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abstain  from  allusion  to  it  in  the  midst  of  their 
nonsense,  lest  we  should  be  countermined  a  second 
time.  Now  hasten  home  to  bed  before  the  day 
breaks,  or  the  silver  tassels  may  be  knocked  off 
our  Boyruu  as  we  round  the  hill  into  the  Campo 
Volantin." 
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CHAPTER  V. 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th  December  at  day- 
break, we  perceived  that  Espartero  had  com* 
menced  the  construction  of  another  bridge  of  boats ; 
beginning  at  the  east  of  the  river  Nervion,  to 
which  a  great  part  of  his  force  had  already  crossed 
in  launches ;  but  had  left  it  unfinished  for  want  of 
a  sufficient  number  to  reach  across  to  Desierto^ 
His  troops,  however,  continued  to  march  from 
Portugalete  to  the  Convent  during  several  hours, 
during  which,  all  was  activity  on  the  mountains, 
preparing  batteries  to  receive  them.  It  was  evi* 
dent  that  according  to  the  position  they  were 
taking  up  upon  the  hills  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ria 
Asua,  they  were  intent  on  forcing  a  passage  across 
it-— either  upon  rafts  or  by  mending  one  of  the  two 
bridges — Asua  or  Lnchana.  Viewing  the  latter 
as  much  the  more  probable,  Eguia  on  the  2l8t  ad- 
vanced a  twenty-four  pounder  from  the  inner  angle 
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of  the  road  under  the  precipice  of  Monte  de  Cabras, 
beyond  the  promontory  to  the  shelter  of  an  old 
powder  magazine  at  the  commencement  of  the 
causeway  which  leads  directly  to  the  bridge,  a 
couple  of  hundred  yards  off.  The  same  morning, 
about  eight  o'clock,  a  fire  was  opened  by  the 
Carlist  mountain  guns  on  a  small  black  Spanish 
schooner  and  a  couple  of  trincaduras  that  lay 
under  Desierto.  They  replied,  and  a  brisk  can- 
nonade was  kept  up  all  the  morning ;  a  Portuguese 
colonel  of  artillery  had  his  arm  shattered  here. 
Previous  to  the  fire,  Eguia  sent  to  the  colonel  of 
the  first  battalion  of  Castile,  posted  nearest  to 
Desierto,  to  order  a  message  to  be  conveyed  to  the 
Commander  of  the  English  brig-of-war  lying  there 
(the Saracen);  requesting  him  to  shift  his  stern  out 
of  the  line  of  fire,  as  the  Carlists  did  not  wish  to 
hurt  his  vessel,  notwithstanding  it  had  fired  on 
them  thrice.  The  colonel  replied,  with  all  due 
submission,  that  it  would  be  quite  useless,  as  the 
English  would  certainly  fire  on  or  capture  the 
party ;  that  they  had  received  no  provocation  for 
their  former  fire,  and  that  it  would  only  be  a  waste 
of  life,  similar  to  that  in  the  case  of  the  Parlemen- 
tario  sent  to  Bilbao.  Eventually,  no  message  was 
sent,  but  the  colonel  was  desired  to  be  on  the  look 
out,  to  receive  any  boat  that  might  arrive  from 
the  ships,  and  explain  accordingly.     I  could  not 
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bear  that  the  brig  suffered  any  damage  in  this 
afiair,  or  renewed  her  fire  that  day  against  the  bills. 
The  only  notice  taken  of  the  cross  fire,  was  haul* 
ing  her  a  little  out  of  the  way — a  movement  which 
confirmed  the  Carlists  in  the  notion  that  the  British 
commander  was  sufficiently  aware  that  they  were 
not  firing  at  him.  Two  deserters  arrived  at  Ban- 
deras  the  same  day  from  Erandio,  miserably  clad 
(one  without  shirt,  cap,  or  shoes).  Another  from 
the  Vitoria  side,  a  sergeant  in  full  uniform, — a 
very  fine  fellow,  who  would  not  take  the  offered 
(and  usual)  bounty  of  ten  dollars,  saying,  <<  I  did 
not  come  hither  to  receive  money."  Twenty-five 
of  the  Royal  Guard,  good-looking  men,  and  very 
well  equipped,  came  from  the  same  side  a  few 
hours  afterwards. 

On  the  evening  of  the  21st,  Gomez  and  some  of 
his  staff  rode  to  Olaveaga,  summoned  by  the  Prince 
Don  Sebastian  to  assist  at  a  council  of  war  con- 
sisting of  Generals  Viilarreal,  Eguia,  S.  de  Torre, 
Urbiztondo,  Moreno,  Goni,  P.  Sanz,  Elio,  Guergue, 
Joaquin  Montenegro,  Sylvestre,  Sarasa,  and  others. 
Gomez  is  a  fine-looking  man,  apparently  about 
45  years  of  age,  robust  and  rather  broad-shoul- 
dered, with  calm  intelligent  blue  eyes,  light  brown 
hair  and  a  clear  English  complexion, — ^the  least 
resembling  a  Spaniard,  or  one  whose  talent  lay  in 
rapid  marching,  of  any  I  had  seen  in  authority  in 
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Spain.  The  subject  of  discussion  in  the  council 
was  understood  to  be,  the  propriety  of  attempting 
to  take  Bilbao  by  storm.  The  question  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative — the  general  opinion  being 
that  the  garrison  could  not  hold  out  many  days  in 
the  absence  of  supplies,  and  that  if  Espartero  was 
obliged  to  retreat  a  fourth  time,  Bilbao  would  at 
once  surrender  in  despur.  It  was  known  also  that 
the  opinion  of  Don  Carlos  was  much  opposed  to 
the  plan  of  proceeding  by  assault,  on  the  grounds 
of  compassion  for  the  inhabitants,  whose  prolonged 
and  energetic  resistance  had  considerably  irritated 
the  besiegers; — so  the  motives  of  humanity  and 
policy  both  tending  to  the  same  conclusion,  it  was 
readily  adopted,  and  the  council  unanimously  agreed 
to  abide  the  issue  of  the  contest  about  to  commence 
on  the  banks  of  the  Ria  Asua.  Gomez  returned 
to  Orduiia  next  morning  for  his  troops,  and  took  up 
a  position  with  his  infantry  to  strengthen  the  left 
of  the  CarUst  line  of  defence  over  Bursena  and 
Castrejana.  His  cavalry  were  sent  across  the  river 
to  the  valley  of  Asua,  to  be  in  readiness  to  act 
against  those  of  Carandolet,  if  they  should  again 
attempt  to  take  possession  of  the  plains  on  that  side 
of  San  Domingo.  He  was  now  safely  at  home  again 
among  the  hills,  where  his  pursuers  did  not  dare  to 
follow  him, — knowing  that  he  could  safely  turn  and 
stand  and  bid  them  defiance.     His  force  in  cavalry 
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was  thrice  as  great  as  that  which  accompanied 
Espartero ;  and  it  was  confidently  anticipated  that 
if  another  opportunity  occurred  similar  to  that 
which  was  lost  at  Asua  on  the  5th  December, 
the  lancers  who  had  followed  him  from  Andalusia 
and  Alganres  would  turn  it  to  such  good  account, 
that  the  war  would  end  for  the  winter  by  the 
establishment  of  Cuartel  Real  in  Bilbao. 

Monte  Areagas  now  became  the  scene  of  active 
operations,  and  the  head-quarters  of  the  besiegers 
of  Bilbao — themselves  besieged  in  the  mountains. 
It  is  the  highest  point  on  the  northern  extremity 
of  the  range  of  San  Domingo  and  Archanda,  di- 
rectly opposed  to  the  heights  of  Ondis  and  Erandio 
occupied  by  the  Christinos,  and  separated  from  them 
by  the  ravine  in  which  the  Ria  Asua  flows  east  and 
west  When  the  tide  is  in,  this  little  estuary  is 
impassable  even  by  cavalry;  but  at  the  ebb,  children 
walk  across  at  the  village  of  Asua  half  a  mile  to 
the  east  in  the  plain.  The  latter  was  the  point  of 
attadk  on  Espartero's  last  visitation ;  but  the  loop- 
holed  walls  and  trifling  breastworks  thrown  up  on 
its  southern  bank  by  the  Carlists,  sufficed  to  arrest 
the  progress  of  his  column,  12,000  strong.  His 
reliance  in  the  renewed  attack,  seemed  to  be  on 
artillery,  and  certainly  there  appeared  to  be  a  great 
improvement  in  that  branch  of  his  service.  On  the 
morning  of  the  22nd,  he  opened  a  fire  of  fifteen 
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pieces  across  the  Ria  against  the  Carlist  artilleros 
on  Monte  Areagas  and  its  lower  hills  to  the  west 
adjoining  Monte  de  Cabras,  where  the  little  Ria  dis- 
embogues into  the  Nervion*  Their  practice  was 
rery  superior  to  their  former  efforts.  The  granades 
burst  right  over  the  Carlist  guns,  apparently  within 
two  or  three  yards,  and  at  each  shot,  those  at  a 
distance  supposed  that  some  must  be  killed  or 
wounded.  But  no ! — the  artilleros  were  alive  and 
at  work  again,  and,  strange  to  say,  not  a  man  was 
wounded  on  the  hills  that  morning,  although  the 
Christiiios  kept  up  a  brisk  fire  for  two  hours  at 
them.  This  was  perhaps  to  be  attributed  to  the 
Carlist  practice  of  firing  with  single  guns,  selecting 
the  best  position  for  each,  and  working  with  as  few 
men  as  possible.  Had  there  been  a  grand  battery 
and  a  crowd,  the  Christino  shells  must  have  done 
mischief.  The  Carlist  twenty-four  pounder  on  the 
road  behind  the  broken  bridge  of  Luchana,  was 
firing  all  day  at  the  encampment  on  the  heights  of 
Ondis.  The  Christinos  there  replied  with  shells, 
and  those  in  the  convent  of  Desierto  with  a  thirty- 
two  pounder.  The  latter  had  considerably  the  ad- 
vantage in  point  of  position,  as  well  as  calibre,  and 
the  shot  and  shells  struck  very  closely.  In  the 
course  of  the  morning  a  trincadura  came  up  with 
the  tide  from  the  lower  side  of  the  Convent,  and 
sent  three  or  four  Congreve  rockets  at  the  twenty- 
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four  pounder.  As  soon  as  this  gun  was  brought  to 
bear  on  the  water,  the  little  vessel  prudently  put 
her  helm  about,  and  we  saw  no  more  of  her. 

The  weather  had  now  grown  very  misty,  and  for 
the  last  three  days  it  was  with  difficulty  that 
distant  operations  could  be  discovered.  We  could 
however  perceive  on  the  22nd,  that  the  Christino 
bridge  of  boats  was  completed,  and  lay  beyond  the 
Carlist  cannonade,  behind  the  high  promontory  of 
Desierto.  We  could  also  see  that  Espartero  kept 
all  his  forces  on  the  heights,  where  his  right  rested 
on  the  precipitous  quarries  of  Aspe,  with  the 
Ria  Nervion  beneath ;  his  left  over  Erandio  (the 
Carlists  occupied  the  village,  and  all  the  plain  be- 
yond) ;  and  his  rear  on  Lexona  and  Algorta.  The 
Carlist  posts  were  advanced  on  the  right  to  the 
height  of  Umbe,  beyond  Luchoa  and  Sondica. 
Their  left  extended  across  the  river  and  valley  of 
Bilbao,  to  the  bridge  of  Castrejana;  but  all  ope- 
rations were  confined  to  its  right  bank  until  the 
morning  of  the  2drd,  when  a  detachment  from 
Desierto  threw  a  bridge  of  boats  across  the  little 
estuary,  (the  Ria  Galinda,)  and  passed  over,  as  they 
twice  before  had  done,  to  Baracaldo  and  Bursena. 
Their  immediate  object  was  the  occupation  of  a 
couple  of  houses  under  the  heights  of  Routegui, 
at  the  confluence  of  the  Rias  Ner\'ion  and  Salce- 
don,  and  thereby  to  flank  the  Carlist  twenty-four 
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pounder  planted  in  front  of  the  promontory  of 
Monte  de  Cabras,  wliich  guarded  the  bridge  of  Luc- 
hana,  and  swept  the  causeway  and  heights  beyond, 
to  the  great  annoyance  of  Espartero.  l^is  they  ef- 
fected without  opposition,  as  the  Carlists  were  only 
on  the  south  of  the  Ria  Salcedon.  The  Christinos 
then  blazed  away  from  doors  and  windows  at  the 
artilleros  who  worked  the  gun,  and  the  result  was 
that  the  Carlists  were  obliged  to  withdraw  it,  having 
neglected  to  take  the  precaution  of  placing  a  parapet 
on  the  river's  brink  to  their  left,  for  its  protection. 
This  unfortunate  movement  left  the  causeway  open  to 
the  Christinos;  and  was  one  of  the  principal  causes  of 
their  subsequent  triumphal  entry  into  Bilbao  on  the 
25th.  Their  succcess  in  this  quarter  led  to  renewed 
efforts:  two  guns  were  brought  out  of  Desierto, 
and  planted  on  the  heights  of  Baracaldo  and  Rou- 
t^ui,  whence  they  threw  shrapnell-shells  against 
Monte  de  Cabras  and  also  tried  to  cover  a  new  at- 
tempt to  throw  their  pontoon  bridge  over  the  Ria 
Salcedon  to  the  Baya  of  Saroza,  and  so  march  along 
the  Ria  Nervion  to  Bilbao.  To  counteract  this 
movement,  Gomez  brought  down  his  men  to  the 
quarantine  ground,  and  lined  the  levies  and  parapets 
at  the  water's  edge ;  so  that  the  Christinos  effected 
nothing  further  on  the  left  of  the  Nervion,  and 
again  turned  their  attention  towards  the  right, 
where  their  fifteen  guns  were  already  established. 

VOL.  II.  F 
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Eguia  on  his  part  planted  three  IG-pounders  in 
addition,  on  the  central  height  of  Monte  Areagas, 
and  a  brisk  exchange  of  shot  and  shells  took  place 
on  the  28d  and  24th. 

Winter  at  last  set  in,  with  an  intensity 
that  left  no  doubt  of  the  matter  in  either  camp. 
The  hills  were  enveloped  in  heavy  mists  that 
carried  still  heavier  showers,  varied  oceaaionally 
by  snow  and  hail  storms,  and  by  thunder  that  si- 
lenced the  cannonade : — all  driving  in  from  the  Bay 
of  Biscay  with  a  cutting  northerly  breeze  which 
sometimes  singularly  intermitted  its  severity  and 
allowed  one  to  enjoy  an  autumnal  relaxation  of 
half-an-hour — just  to  enable  all  concerned  to  appre- 
ciate its  searching  influence  throughout  flesh,  blood 
and  bone  the  minute  after.  The  Carlist  forces 
were  tolerably  well  housed.  The  artillery  and 
advanced  posts,  indeed,  suffered  considerably,  hav* 
ing  only  rude  huts  of  their  own  hasty  construction 
to  shelter  them ;  but  all  the  infantry  not  actually  on 
duty  enjoyed  at  least  "  good  dry  lodging  "  at  night 
This  phrase  (which  stares  a  traveller  through  Ire- 
land, in  the  face,  one-hundred  times  a-day,  out- 
side as  many  hovels,  as  he  crosses  the  country)  is 
intended  to  assure  him  that  he  will  find  nothing  to 
eat  or  drink  within ;  but  in  the  camp  before  Bilbao, 
(although  the  Basque  soldiers  can  live  on  very 
little,  and  do  without  pay  month  after  month)  their 
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rations  were  luxury  to  what  the  Irish  peasant  con- 
trives  to  subsist  on.     They  have  white  wheaten 
bread  and  meat  every  day,  with  fish  and  alubias  (the 
small  mrhite  beans  of  the  provinces)  to  compensate 
for  occasional  deficiencies  of  beef.     The  Christino 
troops  I  believe,  were  much  worse  off,  except  in 
the  article  of  clothing  (although  one  deserter  came 
from  their  camp  on  the  21st,  without  cap,  shirt, 
shoes,  or  even  sandals,  yet  the  majority  were  excel- 
lently  clad).     A  parlementa  took  place  the  22d 
across  the  Ria  Asua,  in  which  the  Carlists  showed 
their  white  bread,  and  challenged  their  opponents 
to  do  the  same;  but  the  Christinos,  having  only 
ammunition  biscuits,  prudently  declined  the  expo- 
sure,  although  they  assured  the  Carlists  <*  they 
could  if  they  would." 

These  parleys  firequently  occurred  in  the  pauses 

of  conflict,  and  indicated  a  considerable  change 

for  the    better    in  the    conduct   of   this  savage 

war.      The  persevering  mercy  exhibited   by  the 

Carlists    in    their    successive   advantages    before 

Bilbao,    was   attended   with  the   good  effect  of 

making  an  impression  on  the  mass  of  the  Chnstino 

troops,  although  their  l^;islator8  in  Madrid  appeared 

to  be  proceeding  in  as  sanguinary  a  spirit  as  ever. 

I  was  a  spectator  of  the  amicable  rencontre  of  the 

22d,  and  was  highly  gratified  by  the  good  manners 

displayed  on  both  sides.    It  was  commenced  by 

f2 
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a  Christine  officer  walking  down  unarmed  fioin 
their  batteries  on  the  heights  of  Erandio  on  the 
extreme  left  of  their  position,  to  the  banks  of  the 
Ria  Asua,  and  hailing  a  Carlist  officer  who  was 
posted  with  his  company  behind  the  lev6e  wldcli 
bordered  a  little  peninsula,  formed  by  a  sweep  of 
the  Ria  towards  the  Christino  camp;  a  very  stroDg 
position  which  the  Carlists  had  occupied  to  great 
advantage  in  the  previous  battle  on  the  5th.  The 
Christino  began  the  conversation  by  declaring, 
that  the  English  and  French  were  both  laughing 
at  them  as  uncivilized  partisans  who  could  not  lay 
by  their  hostility  for  a  moment,  and  talk  about  the 
weather  and  the  news  of  the  day,  like  other  people. 
The  Carlist  replied,  that  he  desired  nothing  better; 
so  they  chatted  about  their  rations  and  their  ac* 
quaintances  and  the  news  from  Andalusia,  and 
who  was  killed  and  wounded,  and  all  that :  they 
spent  a  sociable  half-hour  together — the  numbers 
augmenting,  on  the  Christino  side  to  about  twenty 
(all  artilleros),  and  on  the  Carlist  to  at  least  150. 
I  did  not  hear  a  loud  word.  The  officers  had  the 
principal  share  of  the  conversation  to  themselves, 
but  the  soldados  could  not  repress  their  propensity 
to  have  a  joke  with  each  other.  The  Carlists  asked 
whither  the  new  comers  were  going  ?  The  Christ- 
ines begged  leave  to  inform  them,  they  were  on 
their  way  to  visit  Bilbao,  to  spend  their  Christmas 
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diere — ^with  their  permission  ?  The  Carlists  politely 
pointed  out  the  shortest  route,  where  they  might 
swim  across;  but  the  travellers  preferred  taking 
the  trouble  of  mending  their  bridges  for  them. 
Both  agreed  in  cursing  the  weather  although  it 
came  with  tos  diets  de  la  Natividadj  and  in  wishing 
that  the  war  was  settled  for  the  winter  by  one 
decisive  battle.  The  roads  had  become  execrable 
in  the  mountains.  I  could  not  imagine  their  depth 
till  the  2dd,  when  my  mule  stuck  fast  in  one,  as 
I  was  crossing  out  of  the  way  of  the  shells. 
Gromez  declared  that,  bad  as  the  roads  were  in  the 
Sierra  Morena,  they  were  still  better  than  the  paths 
of  Banderas.  Yet  a  train  of  eight  or  ten  mules 
whirled  the  artillery  up  and  across  them  in  the  most 
astonishing  style.  When  there  was  time  to  spare, 
from  six  to  sixteen  oxen  plodded  along  through 
every  obstacle,  slowly  and  surely ;  but  while  the 
Christino  shells  were  flying  in  every  direction, 
not  a  moment  could  be  lost;  although  the  wind, 
hail  or  snow  in  direct  opposition,  often  rendered 
it  almost  an  impossibility  to  transport  the  heavy 
gnns  to  the  heights. 

The  season  was  indeed  most  untimely  for  moun- 
tain operations,  and  we  all  felt  confident  that  the 
Christinos,  exposed  as  they  were,  could  not  pos- 
sibly stand  it  another  day ;  but  would  either 
retreat  in  despair  to  the  shelter  of  Desierto  and 
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Portugalete  again,  or  make  a  desperate  effort  to 
force  their  way  to  Bilbao.  Villarreal  was  deter* 
mined  to  have  the  first  blow,  and  at  9  o'dodi  on 
the  morning  of  the  24th,  marched  by  the  bridge 
of  Asua  to  attack  them.  The  Carlist  forces  de- 
scended the  hills  in  three  columns,  intent  on 
storming  the  position  taken  up  by  Espartero  on  the 
heights  of  Erandio.  Brigadier  General  Gue^ae 
led  the  right,  Goni  the  centre,  and  Pablo  Sanx  the 
left.  Soon  after  they  had  passed  Asua  and  die 
right  wing  had  commenced  the  attack, — ^the  snow 
storm  which  had  only  threatened  and  sprinkled 
before,  came  on  with  violence,  driven  by  a  wind 
of  piercing  chilliness,  right  into  their  feces,  so  that 
they  could  not  see  their  way.  The  bridge  of 
Asua  which  had  been  only  temporarily  repaired 
with  planks,  afforded  but  a  slippery  and  danger- 
ous passage.  Several  fell  into  the  Ria  beneath. 
Amongst  others.  Colonel  Ivarola,  whose  horse 
slipped  off,  hurting  him  severely  in  the  &1I,  and 
finally  drowning  him  ere  he  could  be  extricated. 
The  movement  was  of  necessity  countermanded, 
and  all  returned  to  the  mountains.  (Vide  Ap- 
pendix C.) 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


During  the  attack  on  the  Christino  position  at 
Erandio  on  the  morning  of  the  24th,  the  bridge 
and  causeway  at  Luchana  on  the  extreme  left  of 
Villarreal's  line,  to  the  east  of  the  Ria  Nervion 
remained  unguarded ;  and  whilst  the  great  majority 
of  his  forces  were  collected  at  the  extreme  right, 
awaiting  a  fine  hour  to  recommence  the  attack  on 
the  opposite  heights,  the  Christines  took  advan- 
tage of  the  thick  snow-storm  to  make  a  lodgement 
on  the  bridge  of  Luchana  and  causeway  beyond. 
Their  launches  and  irincaduras  came  sweeping  up 
about  four  o'clock,  unperceived  *  in  the  snow-storm, 
and  landed  men,  planks,  &c.  to  mend  the  bridge  ; 
then  briskly  cannonaded  the  advanced  guard  in  the 
old  powder  magazine  at  the  Carlist  end  of  the 
causeway  where  the  twenty-four-pound    gun  had 

>  Vide  Col.  Wylde'i  Report,  Appendix  F. 
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stood.     The  river  battery,  to  which  it  had  been 
moved  in  the  rear,  replied,  but  the  Christinos  on 
the  causeway  could  not  be  touched  thereby.     They 
rushed  on,  took  possession  of  the  advanced  guard- 
house, and  thus  opened  the  road  for  others  to  fol- 
low up  the  advantage  and  obtain  a  footing  on  the 
hills.     Their  reinforcements,  on  the  watch  for  their 
success,  speedily  arrived  over  the  mended  bridge, 
or  beside  it,  on  rafts  prepared  and  arranged  there 
(as  we  afterwards  learnt)  by  the  sailors   of  the 
Saracen  and  Ringdove.      The  Carlists,  who  were 
concentrated  on  the  Asua  side,  nearly  two  miles 
oflF,  could  not  possibly  arrive  in  time  to  repulse 
them  at  the  available  moment   Emboldened  by  the 
success  of  their  surprise,  the  Chrisdnos  next  march- 
ed round  the  point  of  the  promontory  of  Monte 
de  Cabras,  and  advanced  to  seize  the  twenty-four 
and  eight  pounders  in  the  river  battery  abovemen- 
tioned.    At  this  instant,  Lord  Ranelagh  and  Lieut 
Bell  (one  of  the  English  volunteers,  who  arrived 
on  the  6th  December)  entered  the  battery,  having 
run  thither  from  Olaveaga  at  the  first  sound  of  the 
cannonade.    The  guard  consisted  of  between  thirty 
or  forty  men  who  cheerfully  obeyed  the   call  of 
the  gallant  volunteers,   followed   them   along  the 
narrow  road,  and  drove  back  the  assailants  round 
the  promontory.     This  was  a  doubly  hazardous 
exploit,  for  the  entire  line  of  the  road  was  exposed 
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to  the  fire  of  a  division  of  the  troops  of  Gomez, 
who  were  placed  on  the  shore  of  the  opposite 
Baya  of  Saroza — ^an  excellent  position  for  flanking 
the  road — ^but,  in  such  weather,  amidst  storm  and 
darkness  they  could  not  possibly  discriminate  be* 
tween  foes  and  friends.  It  was  only  after  the 
latter  heard  the  bullets  whizzing  amongst  them, 
and  made  themselves  hoarse  shouting  across  the 
water,  <^  Viva  Carlos  Quiniof**  that  the  friendly 
fire  ceased*  The  little  Carlist  party  had  now  made 
their  way  through  both  fires  and  against  the  snow- 
storm, within  view  of  the  captured  guard*house. 
The  English  CdbaUeros  still  shouted  ^'  Vamos  !  a 
la  bayonetta!^*  intent  on  retaking  it,  but  the  trinr 
caduras  were  right  opposite,  blazing  at  them.  The 
officer  of  the  company  declared  that  he  could  not 
allow  his  men  to  go  forward,  ^*  being  stationed  as 
a  reserve:" — and,  in  fine,  Lord  Ranelagh  and 
Lieut  Bell  found  themselves  fighting  the  guu- 
•boats  and  "the  Column"  (as  the  Carlists  term  the 
mass  of  Christinos  usually  brought  against  tliem) 
with  five  men  at  their  back — and  wisely  retired  to 
the  battery.  At  such  moments,  battles  are  won  or 
lost     The  Christinos  won  this  time. 

The  "  Column  "  now  arrived  across  the  mended 
bridge,  fought  its  way  step  by  step  all  night  up 
the  hills  of  Monte  de  Cabras  and  Archanda,  bravely 
opposed  by  the  scattered  and  unpreparecl  Carli$t 
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guerillas,  who  it  was  believed  (by  their  Generals) 
were  sufficiently  numerous  to  hold  any  force  in 
check  till  morning,  when  a  formal  attack  was  in- 
tended.  The  Carlists  however  soon  discovered 
that  it  was  something  serious,  and  an  energetic 
effort  was  made  about  nine  o'clock  to  repulse  the 
attack,  but  without  success.  A  second  and  a  third 
attempt  were  made  about  midnight  to  dislodge  the 
assailants  from  two  houses  they  had  taken  posses- 
sion of  half-way  up  the  hill,  between  the  river 
and  fort  Banderas ;  but  all  failing,  in  consequence 
of  the  continual  arrival  of  reinforcements,  the 
besiegers  were  at  length  undeceived,  and  found, 
too  late,  that  the  enemy  had  passed  the  bridge  and 
ascended  the  heights  in  force  sufficient  to  scatter 
before  them  the  few  opponents  who  overhung  their 
path; — and  ere  the  Carlist  generals  could  form 
their  battalions  in  any  thing  like  an  efficient  order 
of  battle,  to  withstand  the  assault,  they  were  out- 
flanked, and  obliged  to  retreat  from  Banderas  leav- 
ing fifteen  pieces  of  cannon,  with  all  their  acqui- 
sitions and  Bilbao  itself  in  the  hands  of  flspartero. 
An  hour  before  day-break,  the  troops  on  the 
Archanda  hills,  having  actually  fired  away  all 
their  ammunition,  retired  along  the  ridge  of  San 
Domingo;  the  infantry  to  Galdacano  and  Zor- 
nosa,  on  the  road  to  Durango ;  and  the  artillery 
to  Guernica,  by  the  Munguia  route.     The  troops 
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under  Gomez  and  Count  Mortara,  on  the  far  side 
of  the  Ria,  in  Saroza,  Castrejana  and  San  Mames, 
got  safely  off  before  day-break  to  Alonsotegui ; — 
thence  to  Llodio  and  Miravalles,  and  joined  the 
army  at  Zomosa.  The  retreat  was  made  in  the 
best  order,  in  silence,  and  in  a  style  far  from  des- 
ponding. The  men  would  have  been  just  as  ready 
to  fight  the  hour  afterwards,  if  they  had  been 
supplied  with  ammunition.  But  Espartero  pushed 
on — or  as  it  now  appears  was  pulled  out  of  bed 
and  pushed  em  by  his  English  friends ;  and  gained 
his  point  of  throwing  succours  into  Bilbao. 

This  misfortune  arose,  in  a  great  degree,  from 
the  unequal  distribution  of  the  Carlist  forces  on 
that  occasion,  the  weak  guard  of  thirty  or  forty 
men  left  at  the  advanced  guard-house  and  its  bat- 
tery, under  Monte  de  Cabras,  and  the  very  ineffi- 
cient works  erected  and  precautions  taken  for  the 
defence  of  such  important  positions.  Only  one  of 
the  three  arches  of  Luchana  bridge  was  broken 
down;  no  parapet  was  built,  or  trenches  dug  to 
obstruct  the  passage  of  troops  along  the  causeway 
when  once  the  bridge  was  rendered  passable  by 
planks ; — an  operation  that  was  rather  favoured  by 
the  shelter  of  the  remains  of  the  loophole  fort  at 
the  Carlist  side  of  the  bridge.  Neither  were  any 
trenches  dug,  or  stockades  planted  at  the  point  of 
the  precipice  of  Monte  de  Cabras,  which  completely 
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commanded  the  causeway,  where  a  junction  exist- 
ed between  road  and  mountain  so  slight,  that  it 
was  a  mere  path  through  a  gap  in  the  caoseway- 
wall,  passing  under  the  eaves  of  the  advanced 
guard-house.  It  could,  with  the  slightest  precau- 
tion, have  been  rendered  impregnable ; — admitting 
as  it  did  of  only  a  single  man  at  a  time.  Again, 
the  twenty-four  pounder  stationed  at  this  guard- 
house (the  old  powder  magazine)  for  the  defence 
of  the  bridge  and  road,  was  left  unprotected  on  its 
river  flank  by  casks  or  fieuscines ;  so  that,  when  the 
Christinos  took  possession  of  the  houses  on  the  op- 
posite bank,  and  filled  them  with  sharpshooters,  the 
artilleros  were  obliged  to  retreat  with  their  gun  to 
the  river  battery  in  the  rear.  The  bridge,  the 
causeway  and  entrance  to  the  mountains  were  from 
that  moment  left  defenceless.  The  force  under 
Gomez  in  the  Baya  of  Saroza  at  the  opposite  side 
of  the  Nervion  might  perhaps  have  turned  the  tide 
of  battle  if  they  had  been  provided  with  any  means 
of  crossing  over  to  the  scene  of  action ;  but  the 
nearest  of  the  two  bridges  of  boats  which  Eguia 
had  constructed  over  the  river  at  Olaveaga,  was 
above  a  mile  distant  from  the  point  of  attack ;  and 
Gomez'  troops  could  only  fire  in  the  dark  across 
the  water  at  their  friends  and  enemies  alike. 

Colonel  Americ  fell  on  the  Christine  side  in  this 
attack,  and  Colonel  Carmora  on  the  Carlist.     The 
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latter  was  brought  on  horseback  to  the  house  of 
General  Eguia,  at  Banderas ; — but  he  died  at  the 
foot  of  the  staircase.  OtherS)  seriously  wounded,  lay 
on  the  floors  and  passages,  unable  to  descend  the 
Ulls  to  the  hospital  at  Olaveaga ;  132  were  however 
received  there  by  the  surgeons  during  that  night 
and  the  previous  day  (of  these  a  few  were  Chri»- 
tino  prisoners)  of  which  111  had  been  wounded 
after  the  bridge  was  forced  in  the  evening.  The 
majority  were  but  slightly  injured,  and  their  wounds 
being  fresh,  contrived  to  escape  across  the  bridge  of 
boats  to  the  other  side  of  the  river,  and  join  Gomez 
in  his  retreat  ere  the  Christino  lancers  came  dash- 
ing on.  The  surgeons  Obrador,  Garcia  and  Tristan 
abo  escaped  at  the  last  moment,  together  with 
several  of  their  patients,  among  whom  were  Gene* 
ral  Pablo  Sanz  (who  was  wounded  in  the  morn- 
ing), Colonel  Riente,  Colonel  Silva,  Commandante 
Munos  of  the  artillery,  who  was  wounded  in 
the  head  (the  second  time  during  the  siege),  and 
Captain  Bessieres.  The  latter  had  on  the  2drd 
been  struck  by  lightning  in  Fort  Banderas,  which 
is  indeed  a  most  liable  position,  standing  seaward 
on  the  brow  of  a  sharp  steep  narrow  hill,  exposed 
to  the  first  influence  of  whatever  thunder  cloud 
may  sweep  inland  from  the  Bay  of  Biscay. 

Several  poor  fellows    who    escaped  from   the 
hospitals  having  wounds  in  the  legs,  had  to  join 
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and  support  each  other  right  and  left,  as  they  limped 
half  clad  in  their  bed  clothes  over  the  mountain 
snows,  in  a  long  and  painful  circuit,  to  seek  shelter 
at  Galdacano,  Zomosa,  or  Munguia.  Captain  Vial 
who  had  suffered  amputation  of  a  leg  at  Olaveaga, 
had  (on  the  arrival  of  Espartero*s  reinforcements) 
been  removed,  along  with  some  others,  for  greater 
safety  to  Guernica.  Count  de  Coetlogon,  of  the  En- 
gineers, who  had  been  arduously  engaged  in  his  de- 
partment all  day  and  half  the  night,  had  lain  down 
to  snatch  an  hour's  repose,  and  did  not  awake  till 
the  Christinos  lancers  came  gallopping  along 
under  his  windows,  when  he  fled  for  his  life,  on 
bare  feet,  across  the  bridge  of  boats,  and  over  the 
snowy  heights  of  Castrejana  and  Llodio,  to  head- 
quarters at  Galdacano.  Don  Luis  Peseto,  Ayu- 
dante  of  General  Sylvestre,  who  was  engaged  to 
the  last  in  getting  the  artillery  and  ammunition  up 
the  hill  of  Archanda,  was  taken  prisoner,  to  the 
great  regret  of  every  one.  He  had  particularly 
distinguished  himself  in  the  assaults  on  San 
Mames  and  Bursena,  to  which  latter  place  he  had 
gone  as  Parlementario,  He  afterwards  went  on  a 
similar  dangerous  mission  to  the  gate  of  San  Agus- 
tin  at  Bilbao,  where  he  was  wounded  by  an  ac- 
cidental shot  Another  Carlist  officer  who  fell  into 
the  enemy's  hands  on  this  occasion,  was  Comman- 
dante  Trovo  of  the  artillery,  who  happens  to  be 
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rather  deaf,  and  slept  soundly  that  night  in  his 
usual  quarters  in  Olaveaga,  after  a  hard  day's  work 
on  the  hills*  As  he  was  riding  at  day-break,  up 
the  side  of  Monte  de  Cabras  to  Fort  Banderas,  to 
relieve  a  brother  officer,  he  passed  some  soldiers 
at  the  Capuchin  convent,  hastening  down  in  uni- 
forms that  appeared  rather  strange  to  his  eye,  and 
much  newer  than  what  Gomez's  weather-beaten 
battalions  could  be  expected  to  bring  from  Gallicia 
round  about  by  Algesiras.  But  Espartero's  troops 
were  continually  deserting,  and  these  might  be  a 
company  of  the  passados  getting  into  quiet  quar- 
ters out  of  the  way  of  their  old  fiiends;  so  he 
hastened  on  to  take  his  share  in  the  expected  bat- 
tle, until  an  officer,  also  on  the  way  down,  told 
him  he  was  a  prisoner  I  ^^  A  prisoner  I  you're 
joking;  who  are  you?"  exclaimed  Trovo.  ^^  General 
Oraa !"  was  the  reply.  In  fact,  the  fight  was  over 
before  the  Carlists  thought  it  was  well  begun,  and 
I  am  surprised  that  more  were  not  taken. 

Baron  Plessin,  a  Prussian  officer  of  Artillery, 
and  Lieutenant  Roche,  were  left  ill  in  Olaveaga, 
along  with  about  fifty  privates,  wounded  too  se- 
riously to  admit  of  removal  Their  treatment  was 
the  subject  of  deep  anxiety  to  all,  and  from  the 
incendiary  mode  of  war&re  usually  adopted  by  the 
Christinos,  and  acted  on  the  instant  the  Carlists 
retreated ;  we  feared  that  it  must  have  been  very 
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deplorable.  Scarcely  had  the  assailants  reached 
the  house  oocasionalijr  occupied  by  General  Efruia 
and  his  staff  on  the  heights  of  Banderas  (and 
which,  from  its  proximity  to  the  fort  and  scene  of 
conflict,  had  become  a  passing  receptacle  for  the 
wounded  and  dying) — when  they  gave  it  to  the 
flames.  However,  the  presence  of  their  English 
allies  was  probably  a  chedi  on  the  indulgence  of 
their  tastes,  and  the  prisoners  received  no  further 
annoyance  than  what  resulted  from  the  hooting  and 
peltiDg  bestowed  on  them  by  the  women  of  the 
town.  I  am  happy  also  in  the  opportunity  of 
stating  that  the  wounded,  who  were  found  in  the 
hospital  of  Olaveaga,  were  very  well  treated  by 
Espartero.  He  placed  a  guard  at  the  door  in  the 
first  instance,  and  sent  an  officer  round  to  assure 
them  of  protection ;  adding,  that,  if  they  wished, 
the  Queen  would  receive  them  into  her  service. 
No  response  was  uttered  by  the  brave  fellows  ;  and 
to  the  credit  of  Espartero  it  must  be  told,  that  he 
further  assured  them  tiiat  their  fidelity  to  Don 
Carlos  would  make  no  difference  in  their  &te. 
The  books  of  the  Carlist  hospitals  contained  730 
entries.  Of  these  about  400  belonged  to  the  for- 
mer siege  under  Villarreal,  and  340  to  the  latter. 
Of  this  gross  number  104  were  artilleros.  I  know 
not  exactly  the  number  of  killed  in  the  November 
and  December  operations,  but  I  am  credibly  assured 
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that  the  Carlists  alain  in  the  last  night  attack  did 
not  exceed  210 ;  fifty  of  the  wounded  subsequently 
died,  which  made  a  total  of  260. 

The  Christino  accounts  relative  to  the  relief  of 
Bilbao  teemed  with  misF«tatement8«  Colonel  Wylde 
declared  in  his  letter  to  Lord  Palmerston,  that  they 
had  taken  the  whole  of  the  Carlist  artillery,  which 
in  Espartero's  despatch  was  enumerated  at  25  pieces. 
The  correspondent  of  The  Morning  Chronicle  as- 
serts that  there  were  twenty-eight  pieces  taken, 
and  amongst  them  the  monster  mortar.    The  bet 
is,  that  the  Carlists  had  latterly  twenty-three  pieces 
at  the  siege ;  of  these  eight  were  carried  safely  off, 
the  large  mortar  inclusive,  (saved  by  the   Cura 
Merino,  who  tackled  his  own  horses  to  tlie  carriage), 
and  only  fifteen  were  captured.     Another  ^*  official 
account  of   the  artillery  taken  at  the   siege   of 
Bilbao,"  is  published  by  the  Moniteur.     This  esti- 
mate extends  to  twenty-four,  which  are  all  carefully 
specified,   and  includes  "  nine  pieces  of  various 
sizes  on  the  Baracaldo  side,"— where  the  Carlists 
had  not  a  single  gun !     These  were  probably  the 
pieces  sent  across  the  Ria  Galinda  firom  Desierto 
on  the  23rd  December.      As  to   **  the  immense 
materiel,''  spoken  of,  we  may  judge   of  the  real 
extent  of  it,  by  the  fact  that  Eguia  had,  at  the 
time  the  siege  was  raised,  neither  powder  to  spring 
his  mine,  long  prepared  under  the  town  wall,  nor  to 
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keep  up  his  fire  of  shells  on  the  batteries ;  and, 
at  the  crisis  when  Espartero's  troops  carried  the 
heights  of  Banderas,  the  Carlist  battalions  that 
gruarded  it  all  night,  had  fired  away  their  last  car- 
tridge, and  retired  nolens  volem. 

The  Christino  losses  were  much  more  serious  in 
this  affair.  The  Correspondent  of  Tke  Morning 
Otronide,  who  entered  Bilbao  with  Espartero  on 
the  25th  December,  writes  on  the  29th,  <«The 
returns  of  the  loss  on  the  Queen's  side  are  not  yet 
made  up:  but  it  is  calculated  at  about  900;  of 
whom  from  200  to  250  were  killed.  Among  the 
latter  was  the  braye  Commandante  Ulibarrena, 
who  commanded  the  light  companies  ^elite  during 
the  daring  attack  on  the  night  of  the  24th.  The 
Baron  de  Meer,  and  General  Mendez  Vigo  were 
wounded,  but  not  dangerously.''  The  following 
extract  from  the  same  correspondence  (January  15, 
1837)  gives  the  loss  suffered  by  the  Urbanos  onfyf 
during  the  si^^  That  of  the  garrison,  must 
hare  been  considerably  grreater.  <<  An  official  re- 
turn has  just  been  published,  by  which  it  appears 
that  the  loss  on  the  part  of  the  National  Guard  of 
Bilbao,  and  the  company  of  the  neighbouring  vil- 
lage of  Deusto,  from  the  29rd  of  October,  when 
the  siege  began  (for  there  were  but  three  days 
between  the  departure  and  return  of  the  Girlists), 
— to  the  25th  of  December,  was  40  killed,  and 
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154  wounded ;  total  194,  out  of  800,  or  about  one- 
fourth.  Of  the  killed,  seven  were  officers,  and  six 
non  commissioned  officers." 

Although  the  contest  on  the  causeway  and  the 
hills,  was  in  progress  from  four  p.m.  on  Christmas 
eye  to  four  o'clock  on  Christmas  morning,  many 
believed  it  impossible  that  the   Carlist  position 
could  be  stormed,  and  some  of  my  friends  lost  their 
baggage  in  consequence.  All  were  in  false  security : 
even  Don  Sebastian  remained  within  five  minutes 
ride  of  the  enemy  an  hour  after  they  had  passed 
the  bridge.    The  English  amateurs  had  ordered  a 
Christmas  dinner  in  the  Palacio  Monteforte  on  the 
good  old  plan  of  "every  man  his  dish,'*  and  invited 
Count  Mortara,  Count  Boos-Valdeck,  &c.,  to  the 
attack.    There  were  few  <<delicacies  of  the  season" 
within  our  reach.     Not  a  grain  of  flour   could 
be  begged,  borrowed,  or  stolen  for  plum-pudding, 
apple-dumpling,  or  pastry  of  any  kind  ;  nor  could 
anything  be  discovered  that  bore  the   most  dis- 
tant resembUince  to  a  plum.     We  did,  however, 
contrive  to  muster  a  sufficiency  of  substitutes,  and 
without  doubt  would  have  done  justice  to  them  if 
permitted,  but  the  incessant  peals  of  '^''''^J^ 
musketry  on  the  evening  of  the  24tn,  engr 
our  attention  so  tiioroughly,  that  we  all  took  to  the 
hills  (eiUier  to  join  in  tiie  fray  to  keep  "^^^^^^^^^ 
consequences)  firom  whence  we  never 


116  <<  A   MERRY   CHRISTMAS?'* 

the  Bilbao  side,  although  hungry  enough  before 
dinner-time    next   day.     Lord  Ranelagh,  Lieut 

Bell)  and  the  son  of  Colonel  B ^  ran  into 

the  fight,  while  I,  being  a  man  of  peace,  ran  out 
of  it; — holding  fast  by  my  mule,  which  carried 
ail  my  little  baggage  on  the  good  old  saddle-bag 
principle,  and  preserved  it  for  me,  too,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  articles  taken  prisoners  in  the 
hands  of  my  laundress.  Keeping  our  backs  to  the 
fitful  snow-storms  that  swept  up  and  over  the  hills 
from  the  Bay  of  Biscay  and  the  Christinos,  we 
passed  the  night  in  comparative  comfort  and  secu« 
rity — both  occasionally  getting  shelter  in  Fort 
Banderas,  or  Eguia's  head  quarters,  adjacent,  when 
the  storm  was  ^^too  bad,"  and  both  (for  we  dared 
not  part  company)  occasionally  taking  advantage 
of  a  gleam  of  moonshine  to  look  down  on  the 
double  line  of  fires  which  all  night  long  came  up 
the  mountain  nearer  and  nearer.  At  this  elevatioa 
we  were  completely  in  the  clouds,  which,  although 
saluting  us  on  Christmas  morning,  were  not  in  the 
least  inclined  to  conviviality.  A  piercing  arrival 
of  sleety  hail  about  an  hour  before  sunrise,  had 
sent  me  to  endeavour  to  thaw  myself,  amongst  the 
wounded,  around  the  brazero  in  the  General's 
drawing-room  strewed  with  beds,  mattresses  and 
palliasses,  on  which  men,  women  and  children 
reposed  indiscriminately.     Scarcely  had  I  got  into 
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a  warm  comer  out  of  the  smoke  and  the  crowd, 
when  a  harried  order  was  heard  in  the  stable 
below,  and,  as  it  were,  rushing  in  a  wind  of  trou- 
bled voices  up  the  stairs :  ^^Addante!  EUos  vienenK^* 
— Instantly  the  sleepers,  the  wceary,  and  the 
wounded  started  to  their  feet;  all  who  were  able, 
rushed  down  stairs  and  out  of  the  house,  carry- 
ing with  them  whatever  little  articles  of  clothing, 
bedding  or  provisions,  their  strength  would  enable 
them.  I  untied  my  mule,  mounted,  and  joined 
the  troops,  retiring  from  Banderas  and  already  on 
their  route  to  Galdacano.  The  soldiers  marched  lei- 
surely and  in  excellent  order,  in  three  or  four  single 
files,  along  the  ridge  of  San  Domingo.  There  was 
no  running,  no  floundering, — ^not  a  voice  heard. 
The  only  race  I  heard  of  was  that  made  by  an 
Alavese,  who  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Christinos 
in  the  conflict  at  Banderas.  Having  good  clothes 
on,  he  was  stripped  of  them  in  a  twinkling,  as  a 
preliminary  operation — and  while  his  conquerors 
were  occupied  for  a  moment  in  dividing  the  spoils, 
he  started  off"  as  naked  as  the  day  he  was  born, 
and  escaped  unhurt  amidst  a  hundred  bullets  that 
whizzed  after  him. 

A  night  march  through  deep  snow  and   mire, 
was  nothing  to  the  Carlist  Army.    *«  They  were 
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used  to  it !''  and  nobody  uttered  a  word  of  com- 
plaint. I  never  saw  hardier  or  more  docile  troops. 
It  was,  indeedf  an  extraordinary  scene.  A  silent 
and  continuous  current  of  both  sexes  and  all  ages, 
passed  lightly  along  the  heights,  bearing  burthens 
of  every  shape.  On  the  right,  Bilbao  lay  sleeping 
in  darkness,  broken  only  by  a  great  watch-fire  in 
the  Plaza  Nueva.  The  Carlist  sentinels  had  with- 
drawn unsuspected  firom  Campo  Volantin  and  the 
Church  of  San  Agustin.  Not  a  shot  was  fired,  nor 
a  shout  was  heard,  although  we  looked  and  listened 
with  some  anxiety  for  any  intimation  of  a  sortie. 
But  it  fortunately  happened  that  the  garrison  still 
reposed  in  the  same  belief  that  the  besiegers  had 
entertained  an  hour  before — that  the  position  could 
not  be  forced;  and  thus  the  latter  escaped  the 
necessity  of  fighting  a  second  battle,  mimu  ammu- 
nition and  eng^phed  in  the  frozen  mire  of  the 
mountain-sod ; — a  species  of  road  which  in  many 
places  could  not  have  been  made  worse,  cut  as  it 
was  into  ruts  to  the  solid  rock,  beneath  the  wheels 
of  the  ceaseless  train  of  artillery,  ammunition  and 
provision  cars  which  had  passed  over  (or  rather 
through  it)  for  the  previous  two  months  and  a  hal£ 
My  mule's  legs  disappeared  at  times,  and  I  thought 
that  she  carried  weight  enough  without  me ;  so  I 
jumped  off  and  plunged  on  before,  till  I  discovered 
that  mules,  horses,  and  riders,  more  heavily  laden, 
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passed  me  with  ease,  that  my  right  ande  was 
sprained,  that  we  were  going  slower  than  ever,  and 
that  the  General's  house  was  blazing  behind  us ! 
This  was  enough.  I  found  myself  in  the  saddle 
again!  the  mule  made  a  discovery  that  I  wore 
spurs,  and  thenceforth  walked  through  the  slough 
with  comparative  ease.  Villarreal  ordered  the  1st 
of  Castile  to  our  rear,  to  keep  pursuers  in  check,  but 
Espartero,  astonished  at  his  success,  marched  peace- 
ably down  into  Bilbao,  and  the  danger  was  over. 

Descending  along  the  high  road  to  Mung^uia, 
on  the  eastern  side  of  San  Domingo  at  day-break, 
to  overtake  the  escort  of  the  Infante,  Don  Sebas- 
tian— I  met  about  one  hundred  lancers  of  Gomez, 
issuing  out  of  their  night  quarters  in  the  farm- 
houses of  the  plain,  and  the  villages  of  Derio 
and  Zamudio;  riding  up  to  the  scene  of  action 
quite  unconcernedly,  like  people  well  used  to  coun- 
ter-marches, and  all  that^     Although  in  full  retreat 

1  A  few  days  before  I  reached  Estella,  a  Lieutenant  of  Lancers, 
attended  by  his  Orderly,  fully  armed  and  accoutred  as  usual,  had 
arrived  there ;  having  come  across  the  country  and  the  Christine 
lines  from  Jadraque,  near  Guadalaxara,  about  100  leagues,  with 
a  despatch  from  Gomez,  announcing  his  victory  over  Lopes. 
I  treated  the  story  as  a  romance  at  the  time,  and  did  not  mention 
it  in  my  correspondence ;  but  from  the  recent  confirmation  I  re- 
ceived I  now  believe  it,  and  can  only  account  for  it  by  the  devo- 
tion of  the  great  majority  of  the  peasantry  of  both  Castilles  to  the 
cause  of  the  Kingt 
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myself,  I  stood  in  silent  admiration  as  they  slowly 
and  singly  rode  along.  Such  another  horde  might 
be  sought  for  in  vain  at  this  side  of  Caucasus! 
Their  steeds  were  of  all  breeds  and  qualities,  from 
tlie  spirited  and  fine-limbed  Andalnsian  courser  to 
the  Gallician  shelty.  But  the  riders !  How  shall 
I  describe  them?  Wrapped  up  in  their  endless 
carpets,  cloaks  or  blankets,  of  every  variety  of 
pattern  dyed  or  worn  in  Spain, — which  co- 
vered the  mouths,  noses  and  even  whole  heads 
of  several, — while  their  lance  pennons  fluttered 
above — they  looked  much  more  like  natives  of  Asia 
or  Africa,  than  of  Europe !  The  Ciqptain  came  on 
with  a  large  shawl  wound  into  a  turban,  between 
which  and  his  blanket-cloak,  his  Copt-Uke  eyes  were 
only  to  be  seen.  Two  or  three  followed,  with  silk 
handkerchief  for  head  gear, — their  dark  eyes 
gleaming  out  of  careworn  hollow  sockets,  over  very 
grim-bearded  and  sallow  visages; — their  blade 
blankets  rolled  round  and  round  their  limbs  till 
they  formed  a  solid  bundle  on  their  saddle,  where 
they  sat,  "  all  as  one,  as  a  piece  of  the  ship,"  (as 
the  sailors  say ;)  and  at  a  little  distance  might  be 
taken  for  old  women  astride,  or  witches  with  their 
long  broomsticks,  or  anything  but  the  soldiers  they 
were!  Next  came  a  splendid  fellow  on  a  <<bit  of 
blood,"  his  spurs  tied  on  his  (almost)  naked  heels, 
(I  think  his  spur  leathers  formed  his  boots,)  with 
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his  bare  neck  and  head  rising  boldly  through  the 
hole  in  his  blanket; — looking  fiercely  around  with 
an  air  of  reckless  defiance,  only  to  be  paralleled  by 
that  of  the  Saracen's  Head  on  Snow-hilL  After 
him  came  a  fellow  without  a  doak,  a  splendid 
Turkish  bluebeard,  white  linen  trowsers,  and  the 
cap  of  an  English  recruiting  sergeant,  ribbons  and 
all !  Then  came  Don  Cossacks,  Circassians,  Ar* 
menians,  Sierra  Morenans,  and  downright  troop- 
ers of  Castile,  bearing  lengthy  espadons  almost 
reaching  to  the  ground  ; — (one  left-handed  fellow 
wore  his  on  his  right), — and  their  heeb  armed 
with  ponderous  treble  horizontal  rowels,  (febricated 
for  jingling  on  the  Prado)  which  seemed  as  if  they 
would  stave  in  the  sides  of  the  lanky  animals  they 
came  in  contact  with.    Yet  more  !  yet  more ! 

«  Tartar,  and  Spahi,  and  Turcoman  I" 

I  might  have  indulged  my  curiosity  till  night- 
fall — ^but  I  was  without  a  penny  in  my  pocket ! — 
a  thought  which  made  me  hungry  by  anticipation ; 
— so  I  rode  on  and  arrived  at  Munguia,  where  I 
overtook  Don  Sebastian,  who  kindly  gave  me  a 
cup  of  chocolate,  and  my  mule  a  feed  of  maize. 

At  Bermeo,  I  found  that  Ciq>tain  CoUbs  had 
sailed,  so  I  could  obtain  no  more  cofiee  :  however, 
a  friend  on  the  road  lent  me  a  dollar,  and  thus 
armed  both  for  the  present  and  the  future,  I  rode  on 
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with  a  lighter  heart  to  Guernica,  where  I  obtained 
a  very  seasonable  supply  from  Seiiora  Calle»  an 
apothecary's  wife,  to  whom  I  bore  a  banker's  order. 
I  was,  however,  very  near  being  obliged  to  depend 
on  the  merits  of  the  dollar,  for  the  lady  neither 
knew  me  nor  the  banker, — the  order  being  drawn 
upon  her  in  mistake ; — ^bot  being  assured  of  my 
identity  by  Don  Juan  Montenegro  (who  was 
residing  there  in  consequence  of  the  wound  he 
received  in  the  October  siege,)  she  goodr-natnredly 
gave  me  half  the  amount ; — all  she  had  in  the 
house.  I  discovered  afterwards,  on  my  arrival  at 
Bayonne,  that  she  was  indebted  for  the  surprise  to 
a  mistake  of  my  banker,  who  had  been  fairly 
puzzled  by  my  address  in  Durango,  containing  the 
Basque  name  of  a  street  in  which  I  resided  there, 
and  which  he  cleverly  interpreted  as  sigpsifying  the 
name  of  a  person !  It  was  somdhing  ^^  Called  or 
tomebody  "  Calle  ;**  so  he  cut  the  gordian  knot'  by 
sending  me  an  order  on  Senora  Calle,  the  only 
person  of  that  name  he  could  hear  of  in  the 
provinces  who  had  any  credit  in  account  at 
Bayonne ! 

I  overtook  Mr.  Burgess  the  English  surgeon, 
among  the  patients  at  Munguia.  He  had  been  a^ 
tending  the  hospital  at  Derio  in  the  plain,  on  the 
eastern  side  of  San  Domingo^  and  was  thereby 
saved  the  necessity  of  such  a  hasty  retreat  as  his 
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brother  surgeons  on  doty  in  the  hospitals  of  Ola- 
veaga  were  obliged  to  make.  We  afterwards  met 
at  Durango  and  crossed  the  frontier  together. 

On  arriving  at  the  little  fishing  village  of  Mun- 
daca,  I  halted  for  dinner  at  a  posada  where  I  had 
stopped  once  before  in  a  ride  round  the  coast,  dur- 
ing a  pause  in  the  siege ;  and  had  furnished  matter 
of  infinite  speculation  and  inquiry  to  <*  the  daughter 
of  the  house/'  (a  fine  cheerful,  intelligent  girl,  who 
ruled  everybody  within  her  reach,  by  her  activity 
and  high  spirits,)  for  I  was  neither  official^  nor  inge^ 
nieroy  nor  medico,  nor  ecclesiasticOf  nor  marinero, 
nor  chocolatero  ! — Nay  more,  I  had  not  told  her  any 
news  from  Bilbao  or  sat  down  to  my  dinner  till  I 
obtained  some  maize  for  my  mule ;  so  I  had  become 
impressed  on  her  memory  as  a  very  strange  species 
oiviagero. 

I  happened  on  this  occasion  to  be  the  first  who 
arrived  in  Mundaca  firom  the  camp,  and  Francesca 
herself  fed  my  mule,  that  she  might  more  quickly 
arrive  at  my  stock  of  warlike  intelligence.     I  did 
not  like  to  be  the  bearer  of  bad  news,  and  at  first 
endeavoured  to  avoid  her  questions ; — ^but  she  would 
not  be  evaded,  and  soon  caught  hold  of  the  word 
«  malo  r — then  crossed  herself  and  sat  down  as  if 
thunderstruck : — then  starting  up,  took  me  by  both 
hands — seated  me   before  her,  and  looking  me 
straight  in  the  face,  insisted  on  knowing  all  about  it! 

g2 


124  BAD   NEWS  !   REAL  SYMPATHY. 

I  never  was  so  cross  questioned  in  my  life.  It  was 
useless  to  attempt  to  cut  the  matter  short,  or  endea- 
vour to  console  her.  She  pushed  aside  a  young 
Priest  who  was  endeavouring  ^^to  catch  tlie  l^eaker^s 
eye"  and  expound  the  misfortune  ou  theological 
principles. — '^  We  are  all  sinners,  you  know,  Sefiw? 
said  he:  Ergo  ego^ — ergo  Carlos  Qvinto^  Ifc^* — I 
was  examined  on  the  tactics,  topography,  and  chro- 
nology of  the  matter, — ^first  in  Spanish, — and  if  I 
did  not  catch  her  meaning,  then  at  the  top  of  her 
voice  in  Basquense.  After  I  had  proved  my  prao- 
tical  knowledge  of  the  positions  of  both  armies  by 
sketches  in  the  ashes  of  the  kitchen  hearth, — and 
told  her  the  names  of  the  fugitives  following  with 
the  Infante — ^all  her  hopes  of  my  ignorance  or  cre- 
dulity gave  way ;  she  sighed  *<  Perdida  la  guerrar 
— then  sat  down  in  the  comer  and  cried  bitterly ! 

Her  mother  tried  to  comfort  her  and  turn  her 
attention  to  prepare  my  dinner; — sometimes  scold- 
ing her  heartily  for  being  such  a  fool  as  to  weep 
for  what  could  not  be  helped — <<  as  if  that  would 
mend  the  matter ;"  &c. — and  then  the  old  dame 
would  go  about  her  own  work,  wringing  her  hands 
unconsciously,  or  pressing  them  silently  and  for- 
cibly on  the  top  of  her  head,  as  if  endeavouring  to 
exclude  a  fulness  of  painful  thought  The  beau- 
tiful girl  still  sat  by  the  fire,  rocking  herself  and 
weeping; — endeavouring  to  fry  some  fish  for  me, 


PATRIOTISM!   A   PASSION  !  125 

and  occasionally  chaunting  a  low  redtative  in 
wfaicb  her  feelings  broke  out  I  could  distinguish 
an  extempore  triad  which  ran  thus;  **0  Vizcaya, 
ytni  are  lost !  O  Basques,  you  are  lost !  O  Carlos, 
yevL  are  lost  I*' — ^Then  followed  the  words  "yo  nt — ^^ 
repeated  several  times  with  a  strong  emphasis  on 
the  latter.  The  phrase  was  trivial  in  itself; — the 
mere  ordinary  abbreviation  of ''  I  have  noihing  /" — 
yet  fully  expressing  by  the  varied  intonations  of 
passionate  mourning,  the  deepest  sense  of  destitu* 
tion  and  desolation.  I  never  heard  so  much  heart- 
felt sorrow  concentrated  in  two  words,  and  never 
before  saw  patriotism  a  passion ! 

The  young  Priest  had  not  a  word  of  consolation 
to  offer,  but  stood  in  the  midst  of  the  floor  with  his 
arms  folded,  his  legs  astride,  his  hat  pulled  over  his 
brows,  intentiy  regarding  the  leg  of  the  kitchen 
table :  —then  starting  to  recollection,  he  threw  down 
his  breviary  and  bolted  into  the  street 

Presentiy  the  neighbours  rushed  in,  half  shocked 
— ^half  incredulous ! — but  all  highly  excited,  and  anx- 
ious to  learn  the  extent  of  their  misfortune.    What 
torrents  of  Basquense  were  poured  forth  as  they 
urged  Francesca  and  her  mother  to  explain  how  ? 
— how? — how  it  could  have  happened? — Was  it  a 
surprize  ?— or  treason  ?— or  had  lo$  Inyleses  landed  ? 
Never  did  I  hear  words  uttered  in  any  language 
(save  Irish)  with  such  vehement  rapidity, — ^hard, 
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rough)  rugged  and  even  ang^ular  as  they  were.  It 
was  not  a  flow  of  language  : — the  effect  on  my  ear 
was  more  like  that  produced  by  a  score  of  school- 
boys jerking  stones  along  the  sur&ce  of  an  icy 
lake,  skir !— skir  ! — skir ! — skir-r-r-r-r-r-r-r-r-r  ! — 
for  a  furlong  or  more ; — while  clenched  hands,— 
darkened  brows  and  blanched  cheeks  revealed  the 
feelings  which  inspired  it.  My  fish  was  burning 
all  the  while, — Francesca  being  the  centre  of  in- 
telligence around  which  every  body  thronged.  She 
occasionally  declaimed  as  energetically  as  the  rest; 
— ^then  again  sank  into  silence,  hid  her  bee  in 
her  hands — and  wept  I  heartily  forgave  her  for 
spoiling  my  dinner,  and  felt  infinitely  relieved 
when  she  arose  at  last,  dried  her  tears,  shook  her 
fine  head,  drew  herself  up  to  her  full  height,  and 
proudly  addressed  me — '*  You  leave  us  now  in  our 
adversity — ^but  come  hither  next  spring,  and  you 
shall  find  us  conquerors?  The  Basques  are  not 
women  or  children  to  sit  down  and  weep  like  me 
over  the  loss  of  their  own  Bilbao.  They  act — ^they 
fight — they  suffer — but  no  matter ;  they  never  d^ 
spair  or  sink  into  slavery:  they  always  conquer  at 
last !  As  sure  as  you  sit  there,  they  will  lay  siege  to  it 
a  fourth  time — aye !  a  hundredth  time  if  need  be ! 
You  have  seen  us  baffled,  and  'tis  fitting  you  should 
see  our  triumphs  too ; — so  if  you  can  enjoy  a  Basque 
victory,  come  to  the  camp  next  spring  ?' 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

I  ARRiV£D  at  Darango  on  the   27th  December, 
after  a  three  days'  ride  over  the  snow  from  Ola- 
veaga,  and  found  Cuartel  Real  wearing  an  aspect  of 
unfeigned  chagrin.     Don  Carlos,  perhaps,  bore  the 
disappointment  with  greater  fortitude  than  any  one, 
cahnly  observing  when  the  news  was  brought  to 
him,  «  Well !  if  it  be  the  will  of  Heaven  that  I  am 
not  to  reign, — I  can  submit  without  murmuring." 
— Few,   however,  had  this   measure  of  patience. 
The  officer  who  brought  him  the  mortifying  intelli- 
gence took  to  his  bed,  with  illness  caused  by  pure 
vexation,  and  was  not  able  to  leave  it  for  a  week. 
Every  one  seemed  lost  in  astonishment  that  the 
surprise  could  have  occurred ;  and,  strangest  of  all, 
nobody  knew  that    the     British   ships,  launches, 
sailors,  and  marines,    were    the    principal  parties 
engaged!     Villarreal  drew  out  his  report  of  th^ 
battle   fvide  Appendix    C)j  without  the  sUghte^^ 
mention  of  it,  though  the   feet  was  so  important  in. 
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extenuation  of  his  failure, — and  on  the  29lli  De- 
cember he  tendered  his  resignation.  A  council 
was  held,  and  finally  the  command-in-chief  was 
conferred  on  the  InfiEuite  Don  Sebastian.  Moreno 
was  named  Chief  of  the  Staff;  Villarreal,  first  Ayu- 
dante,  and  Brigadier  General  Don  Joaquin  Elio, 
Private  Secretary.  His  Highness  set  out  next  day 
for  Graldacano,  and  took  command  of  the  army. 

The  Carlist  troops  had  within  the  previous 
fortnight  received  an  instalment  of  pay  of  half 
a  month:  on  the  3rd  January  Don  Sebastian 
disbursed  another  half-month's  pay  to  all — both 
forming  a  small  part  only  of  what  was  then  due  to 
the  troops,  but  which  the  poor  fellows  received 
thankfully,  and  enjoyed  with  a  zest  proportioned 
to  the  well-known  deficiencies  of  the  Carlist  Ex- 
chequer, and  the  extent  of  their  late  privations. — 
However,  the  want  of  a  better  organization  was 
universally  felt  to  be  indispensable,  previous  to  any 
extensive  and  effective  operations,  and  the  In&nfe 
wisely  gave  his  whole  attention  to  the  task — ^by  no 
means  an  easy  one — ^as  the  &ct  is,  that  the  majority 
of  the  Carlist  leaders  have  hitherto  chiefly  relied  on 
tiie  spirit  and  devotion  of  their  troops,  and  looked 
upon  discipline  as  a  point  of  comparatively  trifling 
importance. 

The  winter  had  by  this  time  made  itself  felt  with 
a  severity  that  seemed  to  forbid  all  effort  at  moun- 
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tain  warfere*  The  snow  lay  steadily  on  hill  and 
valley  for  the  first  time  since  18S0;  and  as  every 
thing  portended  a  cheerless  military  pause,  enli- 
vened only  by  the  everlasting  gasconnades  of  Evans 
and  Espartero,  I  prepared  for  my  return,  and  joined 
a  party  of  six,  all  English,  who  had  happened  to 
meet  at  the  siege,  and  were  now  on  their  way  to 
Irun.  Amongst  these  was  Lord  Ranelagh,  proceed-* 
ing  to  winter  at  Rome,  bearing  with  him  the  well- 
won  cross  and  ribbon  of  the  second  class  of  San 
Fernando^  the  especial  thanks  of  Don  Carlos  and 
the  In&nte, — ^and  (what  perhaps  may  be  prized 
still  higher,  as  a  distinction  to  which  few  foreigners 
have  attuned  in  this  contest^) — the  public  tes- 
timony borne  by  his  General  to  his  bravery  and 
merit  in  the  field,  throughout  the  trying  period  of 
the  November  and   December  operations  before 

'  One  of  these  brave  and  fortunate  few,  is  Captain  Henningsen, 
whose  interesting  "Twelvemonths'  Campaign  with  Zumalacar- 
Kgtti*'  does  Justice  to  the  merits  of  eveiy  one  but  himself.  It 
<raght,  however,  to  be  known,  that  after  the  brilliant  affitir  of  Se- 
gura,  on  the  Srd  of  January,  1836,  Zumalacarregui  harangued  his 
rictorious  troops,  and,  expressed  his  high  admiration  of  the  gal- 
lant conduct  of  the  Lancero  Henningsen, — (then  a  volunteer  in 
^is  guards ;) — and  hung  round  his  neck  a  cross  of  St  Ferdinand, 
taken  in  the  action ; — the  only  instance  I  could  hear  of  his  deco- 
rating any  one  upon  the  field  of  battle.  Henning8en*s  exploits  in 
s  hundred  affairs,  unmentioned  by  himself,  were  the  theme  of  all 
who  had  served  with  him.  His  frontispiece  portrait  of  Zumalacar- 
regui ia  accounted  in  the  provinces  the  best  extant. 
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Bilbao,  during  the  entire  of  which  he  acted  under 
Eguia's  own  eye. 

We  left  Durango  on  the  9th  of  January,  1837, 
and  proceeded  through  Ermua,  Elgoibar,  Ascoytia, 
Aspetia,  Tolosa  and  Hemani,  to  Irun.  At  this 
point.  Lord  Ranelagh,  Mr.  Humphreys,  Surgeon 
Burgess  and  I,  crossed  to  Behobie,  and  afiter  re- 
ceiving from  the  police  authorities  the  atientimu 
ordinarily  paid  to  those  whose  passports  are  not  en 
regkj  we  arrived  safely  in  Bayonne  on  the  13th. 
We  here  found  that  during  our  progress  an  impor- 
tant event  had  taken  place, — a  change  of  ministry 
at  Cuartel  Real  which  promised  to  be  productive  of 
considerable  advantage  to  Don  Carlos  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  gallant  struggle  he  is  making  for  the 
preservation  of  his  rights,  against  the  combined 
strength  of  English,  French,  and  Spanish  foes. 

The  laborious  and  heavily-responsible  office  of 
Universal  Minister  was  abolished  at  the  repeated 
request  of  Senor  Erro  himself,  who  found  it  impos- 
sible to  get  through  the  mass  of  important  business 
that  continually  pressed  upon  him ;  and  a  reg^ular 
ministry  of  four  individuals  had  been  organised 
instead;  two  of  the  functionaries  being  appointed 
ad  interim^  that  not  a  moment's  delay  might  prevent 
the  adoption  of  a  better  system.  In  effecting  this 
very  material  alteration  Don  Carlos  addresses  Seiior 
Erro  as  follows : — 
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*'  Durango,  Jan  10. 

<^  Taking  into  consideration  the  reiterated  appli- 
cations which  have  been  made  to  me  to  relieve  you 
from  the  functions  of  my  office  of  Universal  Minis- 
ter, which  you  have  filled  to  my  great  satisfaction, 
I  have  resolved  to  accede  to  your  request,  and 
relieve  you  from  this  employment;  reserving  to 
you  as  a  reward  for  your  fidelity,  your  zeal,  and 
your  merit,  your  former  place  in  my  council  of 
state.  I  have  decided  at  the  same  time,  and  above 
all,  to  suppress  the  office  of  Universal  Minister, 
which  I  created  by  my  decree  of  the  20th  of  April 
last  year ;  and  that  its  several  departments  be  con- 
fided to  Secretaries  of  State,  and  of  the  Cabinet, 
which  I  have  at  the  same  time  resolved  to  nominate 
to  each." 

(Signed  by  the  King's  hand.) 

'*  To  Don  Joan  Battista  Erro." 

**  Durango,  Jan.  10. 

<<  Conformably  to  my  Sovereign  decree  of  this 
day,  I  name,  viz. : — 

<<  1.  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Department  of 
Grace  and  Justice,  and  Prmdent  of  the  Council  of 
Ministers,  the  very  Rev.  Bishop  of  Leon  (my 
present  Counsellor  of  State). 

<<2.  Secretary  of  State  and  of  Finances,  Don 
Pedro  Alcantara  Diaz  de  Labandero  (at  present 

g6 


132  BISHOP   OF  LEON. 

Honorary  Minister  of  my  supreme  Council  of  War, 
and  Intendant  of  the  Army). 

*^  3.  Secretary  of  State,  ad  interim^  for  the  War 
Department)  Major^General  Don  Manuel  Maria 
de  Medina,  Verdes  y  Cabanas  (at  present  Sub- 
Inspector-General  of  infantry). 

"  4.  Secretary  of  State  and  Foreign  affitirs  ad 
interim  Don  Wenceslos  Maria  de  Sierra  (at  pre- 
sent first  officer  of  that  department).*' 

(Signed  by  the  royal  hand.) 

"TaDonJ.  B.  Erro." 

Independently  of  the  beneficial  alteration  of 
system  which  the  above  decrees  enforce,  the  indi- 
vidual appointments  all  indicate  a  change  for  the 
better.  The  first  named  is  already  so  well  known 
in  England  that  little  remains  to  be  said,  except 
that  I  found  him  as  highly  esteemed  by  all  the 
enlightened  and  respectable  portion  of  the  Carlist 
inhabitants  of  the  Basque  provinces,  as  he  is  at  oar 
side  of  the  water.  He  is  a  decided  friend  to  a 
general  amnesty,  as  a  truly  christian  means  of 
terminating  this  unhappy  civil  strife ;  being  well 
aware  how  very  much  the  extreme  dread  of  an 
opposite  course  of  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the 
Carlists,  has  worked  to  defeat  the  progress  of  the 
King  to  Madrid.  Whilst  in  the  camp  before 
Bilbao  lately,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  observing 
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Low  a  similar  fear  in  operation  amongst  its  Ur- 
banos  tended  to  retard  the  triumphal  entry  of 
Don  Carlos.  The  deserters  from  it  declared  that 
every  man  expected  to  be  shot  if  the  Carlists  forced 
an  entry;  attributing  most  savage  intentions  to 
Don  Carlos,  Eguia,  and  the  Bishop  of  Leon — three 
of  the  most  benevolent  men,  perhaps  in  Europe ; 
and  from  my  own  observation,  I  should  say  all 
perhaps  too  kind-hearted  to  execute  justice  and 
exercise  authority  as  sternly  as  it  is  requisite  it 
should  be,  in  such  a  country  as  Spain.  But  such 
are  the  erroneous  opinions  that  obtain  credence  in 
dvil  war.  A  great  practical  advantage  of  this  ap- 
pointment— a  President  of  the  Council,  is,  that 
ministers  can  now  proceed  to  business  without 
waiting  for  the  presence  of  the  King. 

Labandero  is  also  a  lover  of  amity  and  mercy,  a 
particular  friend  of  the  Bishop  of  Leon,  and  every 
way  calculated  to  work  well  with  him  in  the  admi- 
nistration of  his  most  important  department  He 
is  a  practical  and  enlightened  man  of  mature  age, 
who  has  had  considerable  experience  in  the  time  of 
Ferdinand,  as  Intendant  of  Catalonia;  and  is  very 
popular  in  the  provinces. 

Cabanas  commenced  his  career  as  a  leader  of 
guerillas  in  the  war  of  independence,  and  rose  to 
the  rank  of  Mariscal  de  Campo  under  Ferdinand. 
He  is  upwards  of  sixty,  has  seen  service,  and  is,  or 
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rather  was,  a  rich  proprietor  in  Andalusia;  but  it 
remains  to  be  seen  into  whose  hands  the  proprie- 
torship will  settle. 

Sierra  is  the  youngest,  the  most  active  and  the 
most  thorough  man  of  business  of  the  four.  He 
was  trained  in  the  office  of  the  Foreign  Depart- 
ment of  Madrid,  and  has  been  engaged  in  suBilar 
affidrs  in  the  provinces  ever  since  the  arrival  of  the 
King.  He  was  appointed  first  Secretary  to  Croz 
Mayor, — ^was  Secretary  of  Embassade  to  the  Duke 
of  San  Carlos  at  Paris, — and  has  been  virtually  oo> 
cupied  as  Under-Secretary  of  State  by  EntK  The 
other  appointments  are  changes,  but  Seiior  Siena's 
is  a  well  deserved  promotion.  He  speaks  English 
fluentiy, — is  as  ready  and  punctual  as  an  English- 
man in  engagements,  and  despatch  cS  business,—* 
(rare  virtues  in  Spain,  where  ^  to  mornyw"  is  the 
order  of  the  day,) — and  has  become  an  univenal 
favourite  with  both  natives  and  fore^ers,  by  his 
obliging  and  enlightened  methods  of  transacting 
the  affidrs  of  his  office,  of  which  everybody  feels 
the  benefit 

Considerable  changes  for  the  better  in  military 
matters  were  also  taking  place  as  we  left  the  pro- 
vinces, and  the  renewed  hope  and  confidence  which 
they  inspired,  were  equal  to  a  victory.  So  fiu*  from 
dreading  an  attack,  the  Carlists  were  even  then 
intent  on   carrying  the  war    into    Castille,  and 
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already  making  very  effective  arrangements  to 
become  assailants  as  speedily  as  the  weather  would 
permit.  One  of  the  most  politic  preparatory  mea- 
sures was  the  order  issued  by  Don  Sebastian,  that 
ail  individuals  incorporated  in  the  different  batta- 
lions of  the  provinces  of  Guipuscoa,  Alava,  Biscay 
and  Navarre,  who  were  not  natives,  should  be  form- 
ed into  corps  according  to  their  country,  prepara- 
tory to  their  march  forward.  All  who  know  the 
extent  to  which  the  Spaniards  carry  their  feelings 
of  nationality,  and  the  points  of  superiority  in 
which  each  kingdom  or  province  of  the  Peninsula 
claims  to  take  precedence,  will  admit  that  a  more 
judicious  arrangement  could  not  have  been  made 
for  the  removal  of  petty  jealousies,  the  prevention 
of  bad  companionship,  the  creation  of  a  generous 
emulation,  and  the  establishment  of  that  confidence 
which  is  a  sure  forerunner  of  success,  by  the 
banding  toge^er  of  friends,  kindred  and  coun- 
trymen, "shoulder  to  shoulder,"  in  the  hour  of 
danger.  A  friend,  who  was  present  at  the  first 
review  of  the  new  battalion  of  the  Grenadiers 
of  Castille,  between  800  and  900  strong,T-each 
man  of  whom  had  been  a  Grenadier  in  the  Royal 
Chrisdno  Grenadiers— assured  me  that  he  believes 
them  to  be  the  most  effective  body  of  troops  in  Spain. 
The  army  of  Don  Carlos  indeed,  underwent 
a  very  useful  remodelUng,  under  the  surveillance 
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of  Don  Sebastiaiit  who  wisely  looked  to  the  orga- 
nization of  hifl  forces  before  he  undertook  anything 
serious.  He  felt  by  experience  the  importance  ci 
good  arrangements,  and,  I  am  confident,  made 
great  exertions  to  compass  them.  The  official 
Aides-de-Camp  of  his  Royal  Highness  by  the 
new  appointment,  besides  Lieutenant-General 
Don  Bruno  de  Villarreal,  late  Commander-in- 
Chief,  were  Lieut-General  Count  da  Madeira,  a 
Portuguese,  who  had  served  under  Lord  Beresford's 
orders  throughout  the  Duke  of  Welling^n*s  cam- 
paigns in  the  peninsula, — afiterwards  commanded 
in  Don  Miguel's  service,  and  was  highly  esteemed 
for  military  talent; — Don  Ignado  Cuevillas,  Mar- 
iscal  de  Campo,  formerly  Governor  of  Saragossa; 
— ^Don  Pablo  Sanz,  who  led  the  expedition  into 
the  Asturias ; — Colonel  Count  de  Mortara,  Cham- 
berlain to  the  Duke  of  Lucca,  and  who  distin- 
guished himself  so  much  before  the  gates  of  San 
Agustin  in  retaking  a  piece  of  cannon  abandoned 
to  the  enemy  at  a  critical  moment ; — Colonel  Don 
Francisco  Merry,  GenHlkombre  de  camara  to  Don 
Sebastian,  whom  he  had  the  honour  of  conducting 
into  tiie  provinces,  and  who  formerly  commanded 
the  English  Legion.  Don  Joaquin  Elio,  Bri- 
gadier-General and  late  Chief  of  the  Staff  of  Don 
Pablo  Sanz  during  the  Astorian  expedition,  was 
appointed  military  Secretary. 
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The  Adjutant-Generals  of  the  Staff,  (at  the 
head  of  which  was  Lieutenant-General  Don  Yin- 
oente  Gonzales  Moreno),  were  Brigadier-Generals 
Don  Carlos  Vargas  and  Don  Antonio  Urbiztondo, 
formerly  Chief  of  Villarreal's  Stafl^  and  a  man  of 
considerable  tact  in  matters  of  discipline  and  orga^ 
nization;  Colonels  Don  Juan  Albelda,  Don  Ferd. 
Cabanas  {son  of  the  new  Minister),  Don  Frandsoo 
£L  de  Cisners,  Don  Gabriel  de  Lacy  (formerly  of 
the  Royal  Guard  and  placed  on  the  Staff  of  Zuma- 
lacarregui  at  the  commencement  of  the  war),  Don 
Lois  Puente  of  the  Artillery,  Don  Antonio  Ar- 
jona  (a  cavalry  officer,  possessing  a  high  character 
for  valour  and  ability)  and  Don  Josd  Cabalias, 
(also  a  son  of  the  Minister.) 

The  first  Ayudantes  of  the  Staff  were  Coloneb 
Don  Elias  Giron,  Don  Pedro  Orue,  Don  Gabriel 
Gonzalez  Zabala,  Don  Manuel  Toledo,  Don  An- 
tonio Campo,  Don  Manuel  Mozo  Resales,  Don 
Jose  Gordillo^  Don  Bartolome  Benavides,  Don 
Julian  Juan  Pabea,  and  Don  Ramon  ViaL 

The  second  Ayudantes  of  the  Staff  were  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Don  Roque  Linares ;  Majors  Don 
Jose  M.  de  Sierra,  Don  Antonio  Orue,  Don  Jose 
M.  de  Lasala,  Don  Fernando  Tegeiro,  Don  Cip- 
riano  Fulgosio,  one  of  the  twenty-seven  officers 
exiled  to  Porto  Rico^  who  hi^pily  escaped  on  his 
arrival  there,  and  who  speaks  English  excellently ; 
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Don  Fernando  Gonzalez  del  Campillo,  and  Don 
Alfonso  de  Barrez,  a  French  officer  of  distin- 
guished bravery,  much  esteemed  by  Zumalacar- 
regui;  Captains  Don  Antonio  Ortega,  Don  Jose 
Fortuni,  Don  Roberto  Roth,  (a  German  attached 
to  the  Engineers,  and  a  draftsman  of  peculiar 
talent),  Don  Enrique  O'Donnel,  and  Don  Ignado 
Mazarasa ;  Lieutenants  Don  Fernando  Aroe  and 
Don  Jose  Fulgosio;  Ensigns  Don  Joachin  V. 
Olazabal,  Don  Pedro  F.  de  hi  Barga,  and  Don 
Jose  Barros. 

These  officers  were  distributed  amongst  the  vari- 
ous Staffs  of  the  divisions  of  the  Basque  provinces 
and  Navarre  for  the  more  complete  establishment 
of  discipline,  under  the  improved  system  which 
the  In£Emte  was  bringing  about;  and  nothing  was 
left  undone  to  ensure  the  accomplishment  of  a  very 
superior  phin,  with  which  the  King  or  the  Prince 
might  safely  take  the  field  in  the  open  plains 
that  lie  between  Durango  and  Madrid. 

A  number  of  experienced  officers  and  brave  sd- 
diers  were  taken  prisoners  in  various  engagements 
with  the  Queen's  superior  forces  in  1836,  whose 
assistance  was  most  desirable ;  and  fortunately,  in 
the  nick  of  time,  (on  the  15th  January)  Espartero 
sent  a  Parkmentario  to  the  Prince  at  Zornosa,  to 
propose  an  exchange  and  restoration.  It  was  im- 
mediately accepted,  and  300  Christino  officers  and 
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privates,  found  in  the  depots  of  Atoun,  Lascano, 
Marquina,-  Mungnia,  &&  were  released.  The 
English  Brigadier  Flinter,  taken  with  Brigadier 
Pnente  and  the  Deputy  Beltran  de  Lys,  at  Alma- 
den  by  Gromez,  were  set  free  on  one  side ; — ^Trovo, 
PesetOy  Baron  Plesrin,  &c.  on  the  other. 

Before  leaving  the  frontier  we  found  that  the 
levSe  en  masse  decreed  by  the  Juntas  of  the  Basque 
provinces,  was  proceeding  with  a  degree  of  spirit 
that  promised  most  £avourabIy.  It  was  a  &vourite 
project  of  Eguia,  and  had  been  partially  commen- 
ced under  his  auspices  in  May,  1886;  but,  on  his 
removal  from  office,  a  complete  change  of  system 
occurred  in  the  War  Department;  and  it  was  not  till 
Don  Sebastian  had  taken  the  direction  of  aflhirs, 
(unfettered  by  previous  arrangements  or  peisonal 
considerations,)  that  this  excellent  measure  was 
afforded  an  opportunity  of  developing  the  patriotic 
resources  of  the  Basques.  This  force  is  not  destined 
for  active  mobile  service,  but  to  undertake,  as  a 
local  militia  or  national  guard  (or,  more  properly, 
a  Ijondsturm),  the  defence  of  the  province  or  me- 
rindal  in  which  it  is  raised.  The  population,  young 
and  old,  we  were  assured,  were  coming  forward 
with  promptitude  andcheerfukess;  for  they  per- 
fectly  understood  the  justice  and  utility  of  the 
measure,  and  the  benefits  that  must  arise  to  their 
country  from  it  They  knew  they  could  depend  on 
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themselYes,  and  they  thoaght  nothing  of  the  sacri- 
fice of  time  or  money  requisite  to  complete  their 
individual  equipment,  and  combined  organization. 
I  say,  young  and  old,  for  the  tact  was  that  (except 
in  the  towns)  there  was  scarcely  a  middle-aged  man 
to  be  seen  unarmed.  Nearly  all  the  paysanos^ 
able  to  bear  arms,  were  already  engaged,  either 
in  the  regular  battalions,  or  as  volunteers  placed  on 
the  list  for  enrolment  in  active  service.  The  new 
measure,  which  extended  to  all  between  the  ages  of 
eighteen  and  fifty,  was  therefore  chiefly  intended  to 
aflford  the  inhabitants  of  towns  and  the  oonmiereial 
population  an  opportunity  of  fidling  in,  and  contri- 
buting to  the  general  defence,  in  the  way  best 
suited  to  their  taste^  and  compatible  with  their 
occupations. 

In  all  the  above  mentioned  appointments  and 
arrangements,  the  name  of  Gomez  is  not  included. 
Shortly  after  we  left  Durango  his  conduct  was 
made  the  subject  of  a  Commission  of  Inquiry,  of 
which  the  world  has  not  yet  heard  the  results.  As 
few  are  aware  of  the  nature  of  the  charges  brought 
against  him,  I  subjoin  the  following  enumeration,  to 
which  I  can  add  nothing  useful  in  the  way  of  com- 
mentary, having  no  guarantee  for  the  truth  of  the 
hundred  rumours  which  came  to  my  ears  respecting 
them.     His  chief  accuser  is  Cabrera. 

'<  1.  For  disobeying  his  orders — ^which  were,. to 
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have  taken  up  a  position  in  the  Astarias^  for  the  pur- 
pose of  aiding  and  preparing  a  movement  beyond  the 
Ebroy  and  for  having  extended  the  war  to  provinces 
removed  from  co-operation  with  the  grand  army. 

*^2.  For  having  compromised  Cabrera,  Quilez, 
and  other  officers  of  Don  Carlos,  by  inducing  them 
to  uncover  the  provinces  of  Catalonia  and  Valencia ; 
the  consequence  of  which  has  been  that  the  Chris- 
tinos  recovered  much  of  their  lost  influence  in  those 
quarters,  and  were  enabled  to  get  possession  of 
Cantavieja. 

*^3.  For  having  given  protection  to  many  acknow- 
ledged rebels  and  avowed  enemies  to  the  cause  of 
Don  Carlos. 

<<  4.  For  having  plundered  the  inhabitants  of  the 
several  provinces  through  which  he  passed,  of  large 
sums  of  money  in  the  Aape  of  contributions,  with- 
out accounting  with  the  commissioner  who  accom- 
panied him  from  the  Royal  head-quarters,  and 
without  having  brought  to  the  King  any  consider- 
able part  of  the  said  treasure. 

"S.  For  having  fled  in  a  cowardly  manner  from 
the  city  of  Cordova  with  10,000  men,  at  the  ap- 
proach of  Alaix  with  only  4,000,  after  having  been 
enthusiastically  received  by  the  inhabitants. 

"  6.  For  having  refused  to  engage  the  enemy  in 
various  places,  though  often  superior  to  them  in 
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force,  and  though  repeatedly  desired  to  do  so  by 
Cabrera,  Villalobos,  and  other  officers. 

<^7.  For  haying  in  particular  refused  to  fight 
with  the  Queen's  General  Alaix,  though  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  position  and  numbers  were  on  his  side. 

^^8.  For  neglecting  to  establish  a  provisional 
government  for  Don  Carlos  in  several  places  where 
the  loyalty  of  the  people  was  undoubted. 

<<9.  For  having  abandoned  several  places  where 
the  name  of  the  King  was  proclaimed,  much  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  royal  cause,  and  to  the  in* 
jury  of  his  fisdthful  friends. 

^^  10.  For  having  by  such  conduct  lost  the  lives 
of  many  distinguished  individuals  who  have  since 
been  laid  hold  of  and  executed  by  the  *  Queen's 
party. 

*^  11.  And  finally,  for  having  returned  to  the 
Basque  provinces  with  his  troops  in  a  state  of  in- 
subordination.'' 

Whilst  the  conduct  of  this  celebrated  man  is 
yet  under  discussion,  and  the  political  world  hesi- 
tates whether  to  pronounce  him  a  hero  or  a  traitor, 
the  following  letter  will  be  perused  with  interest. 

"  Guernica,  Jan.  30,  1837, 

"  My  dear  Friend, — I  have  remained  silent  for 
a  long  time,  notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  said 
out  of  Spain,  for  and  against  me  as  a  commander- 

12 
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in-chief  of  the  expedition  destined  for  the  interior 
of  the  kingdom.  The  King,  my  beloved  master, 
has  deigned  to  order  that  an  investigation  be  nuide 
into  the  manner  in  which  I  conducted  that  expe* 
dition ;  I  feel  satisfied  the  result  cannot  be  other- 
vise  than  favonrable,  and  shall  with  patience  wait 
the  decision  of  my  judges.  But  a  member  of  the 
French  cabinet  having,  in  the  Chamber  of  Depu- 
ties, put  forth  as  an  argument  that  my  return 
to  the  provinces  was  a  proof  of  the  little  sympathy 
the  cause  of  my  sovereign  met  with  in  the  interior 
of  the  kingdom,  I  feel  called  upon  to  break  tiirough 
my  projected  reserve,  and  to  offer  a  few  remarks  on 
the  motives  which  induced  me  to  return. 

**  It  is  well  known,  and  our  enemies  have  ac- 
knowledged many  times,  that  owing  to  my  first 
operations  in  Andalusia,  the  government  of  Madrid 
was  placed  between  two  dangers  equally  redoubt- 
able— ^the  one,  the  rising  of  the  soutii  of  die 
Peninsula  in  favour  of  Charles  the  Fiftii — the 
other,  the  loss  of  the  capital,  should  tiie  royalist 
army  on  the  banks  of  the  £bro  advance.  Without 
a  sufficient  force  to  offer  an  effectual  resistance,  the 
revolutionary  government  remained  for  several  days 
in  a  state  of  stupor,  not  knowing  how  to  act;  but 
a  great  part  of  the  Carlist  army,  having  marched 
to  the  siege  of  BUbao,  and  the  fall  of  that  city  not 
appearing  so  imminent  as  the  rising  of  Andalusia, 
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the  government  judged,  and  that  rightly,  the  mo- 
ment opportune  for  sending  against  me  ail  the  dis- 
posable forces  that  it  could  collect  from  Burgos  to 
Cadiz.  This  ckcumstance  compelled  me  to  change 
my  position  in  the  south  of  the  Peninsula ;  but  it  is 
a  fact,  that  I  could  have  maintained  myself  there 
with  advantage,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  refuge 
scandalously  granted  to  the  column  of  General 
Ordonez,  on  the  English  territory,  the  21st  No- 
vember, at  the  moment  my  victorious  troops  were 
driving  them  in  disorder  before  them, — and  for  the 
attack  by  the  English  men-of-war  next  day,  on  my 
first  division,  whilst  in  passing  to  Algesira  it  cros- 
sed the  sands  of  Gibraltar.  Although  it  may  be  said 
that,  from  those  circumstances,  my  return  to  this 
province  was  not  solely  for  the  purpose  of  making 
my  sovereign  acquainted  with  the  fiivourable  dis- 
position of  the  whole  of  Spain,  yet  it  must  be 
acknowledged  that  causes,  not  permanent  and 
irremediable,  controlled  my  actions,  it  being  ob- 
vious that  they  were  influenced  by  accidents  which 
at  a  future  period  it  would  be  easy  to  avoid. 

''  Now,  as  to  the  feeling  of  the  people  in  fjetvour 
of  the  royal  cause: — ^it  appears  to  me  impossible 
that  it  can  longer  for  a  moment  be  doubted,  wh«i 
it  is  taken  into  consideration,  the  fiujlity  with 
which  I  traversed  the  kingdom  with  only  2,700 
infantry,  and  160  cavalry,  the  whole  of  the  force 
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with  which  I  left  the  provinces  of  the  north.  I  have 
occupied  the  most  populous  cities,  and  have  kept 
the  government  of  Madrid  in  the  greatest  state  of 
agitation  for  nearly  six  months,  altlK>ugh  pursued 
constantly  by  different  bodies  of  troops  more  nume- 
rous dian  that  which  I  commanded. 

^^  What  could  be  more  flattering  to  me,  than  to 
find  that  this  phenomenon  was  explained,  by  at- 
tributing to  me  extraordinary  talents  ?  But  I  am 
not  so  blinded  by  self-love,  as  not  to  see  that  this 
praise  was  a  trick  of  the  Liberals  to  turn  attention 
from  the  real  and  only  conclusion  that  ought  to 
be  drawn  from  the  history  of  my  expedition,  wHich 
is  indeed  a  romance — a  wonder  to  all  those  who 
judge  after  the  rules  of  strategy.  No ;  it  was  nei- 
ther my  genius  which  facilitated  my  marches  so 
happily,  or  the  want  of  activity  or  talent  of  my  ene- 
mies. The  success  is  due  to  the  intervention  of  the 
people  in  my  favour — to  that  officious  bounty  which 
provides  for  the  wants  of  a  friend,  and  hastens  to 
offer  it  ere  it  be  asked ;  the  enemy,  on  the  contrary, 
were  refused  everything,  and  only  obtained  neces- 
saries by  force. 

"There  were  many  places  which  proclaimed  Carlos 
V«  on  learning  that  we  were  within  some  leagues; 
at  other  towns  I  was  compelled  to  entreat,  to  sup- 
plicate, that  the  people  would  not  give  way  so  pub- 
licly to  an  enthusiasm  which,  a  few  hours  after- 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

After  the  first  fit  of  vexation  and  despondency  bad 
passed  away,  the  loss  of  Bilbao  soon  became  pro- 
ductive of  the  very  opposite  effects  on  the  Cariists. 
Hope,  activity,  the  desire  of  retrieving  lost  credit, 
and  of  profiting  by  experience,  seemed  to  inspire 
every  one.  The  troops  burned  to  avenge  their  de- 
feat, and  received  the  Infante  with  enthusiasm  as  an 
earnest  of  the  increased  personal  interest  which 
would  henceforth  be  imparted  to  the  struggle.  It 
really  seemed  as  if  the  reverses  they  had  suffered 
were  necessary  to  call  forth  the  increased  energy, 
unity  and  devotion  essential  to  success.  The  follow- 
ing was  the 

PaOCLAMATION    OF    HIS     ROYAL     HIGHNESS     THE 

INFANTE    DON    SEBASTIAN    GABRIEL    TO     THE 

ARMY,  ON  TAKING  THE  COMMAND-IN-CHIEF. 

^'  Soldiers — The  King,  my  beloved  uncle,  whose 
sole  considerations  are  for  your  welfare,  has  conferred 
on  me  the  command  of  the  army.  It  is  not  for  your 
General  to  judge  the  resolutions  of  his  sovereign, 
but  to  prove  tliat  he  has  given  you  for  a  chief,  a 
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comrade  disposed  to  sbare  in  all  your  labours  and 
fatigues.  I  have  often  witnessed  your  exploits. 
You  will  yourselves  have  an  opportunity  of  wit- 
nessing my  zeal  for  your  welfare,  and  my  efforts  to 
terminate  a  war  in  which  you  are  already  covered 
with  glory.  Observe  how  your  country  contem- 
plates your  actions.  Spain  groans  beneath  the 
yoke  of  that  atrocious,  usurping,  and  anarchical 
fection  which  devours  the  prosperity  of  the  country, 
tortures  its  victims,  and  by  its  impious  acts,  wearies 
the  patience  of  Almighty  Providence. 

"  Soldiers  !  for  you  is  reserved  the  glory  of  plung- 
ing this  faction  into  the  abyss  from  which  it  has 
risen.  You  have  before  saved  Europe — you  will  save 
her  again.  You  are  the  defenders  pre-destined  to 
preserve  the  throne  and  to  secure  order,  by  showing 
to  the  world  what  a  handful  of  men  can  effect,  and 
by  exposing  the  intrigues  of  a  vile  ambition,  en- 
trenched behind  the  aegis  of  treaties.  Never  has  a 
more  glorious  undertaking  been  reserved  for  the 
brave !  Confide  in  the  justice  of  your  cause !  The 
God  of  armies  will  protect  that  gforious  mission 
which  you  have  already  honoured  by  your  courage 
and  dignified  by  your  sufferings.  A  few  more 
efforts,  and  victory,  my  brave  friends,  will  infallibly 
crown  your  labours* 

"The  Infante  Don  Sebastian  Gabriel." 

'*  Head  Quarten,  Galdacano,  Dec.  30." 


150  ADDRESS  OF  THE  JUNTA  OF  NAVARRE 

It  was  confidently  asserted  by  the  Christmos  in 
Bayonne  and  San  Sebastian,  that  every  opposition 
would  be  made  to  the  new  military  measures, — ^tbat 
the  nomination  of  the  Infimte  Don  Sebastian  to  the 
ohief  command  of  the  army  was  not  a  popular  mea- 
snre ; — that  the  march  across  the  Ebro  would  not 
be  supported ;  also  that  the  juntas  were  opposed  to 
the  new  ministry,  and  had  hesitated  in  fumisliing 
the  army  with  men  and  rations.  The  following  ad* 
dresses  presented  to  the  In&nte  from  the  Junta  and 
the  army  of  Navarre  clears  up  the  point : — 

from  the  junta  of  navarre  to  his  serene 
highness  the  infante  don  sebastian  gabriel. 

"  May  it  please  your  Royal  Highness, — 
By  a  royal  decree,  dated  the  29th  of  December  last, 
and  which  has  been  conununicated  to  this  royalJnnta, 
we  have  been  informed  that  the  King — ^whom  God 
protect — ^the  beloved  uncle  of  your  Highness,  has 
conferred  on  you  the  command«in-chief  of  his  armies. 

^<  The  Junta  is  notable  to  express  to  you.  Sir,  the 
sadsfisustion  it  feels  at  a  nomination  which  will 
form  a  memorable  epoch  in  our  history.  You  put 
yourself  at  the  head  of  an  army  of  warriors,  at  a 
moment  when  the  inclemency  of  the  season  has 
dragged  from  its  hands  a  glorious  triumph — perhaps 
decisive.  Your  Highness  is  destined  to  lead  our 
army  to  victory,  and  to  consolidate  on  a  firm  footing 
military  and  religious  discipline.    You  will  show  t 
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the  presumptuous  of  the  present  century  the  real 
mrorth  of  high  birth,  and  how  &r  above  base  and 
ignoble  acts  are  the  princes  of  royal  blood.  The 
religious,  military  and  political  conduct  of  your 
Highness  will  prove  to  usurpation  and  to  anarchy 
what  can  be  accomplished  by  a  prince,  the  first 
subject  of  his  King,  at  the  head  of  a  few  brave  sol- 
diers who  are  prodigal  of  their  blood  in  defending 
the  altar  and  the  throne. 

<<  The  Junta  of  Navarre  will  do  everything  in  its 
power  to  execute  fully  the  order  of  our  beloved 
monarch,  manifested  by  the  nomination  of  your 
highness  as  Commander-in-chief  of  his  brave  and 
loyal  soldiers.  The  Junta  puts  itself  at  the  disposal 
of  your  Highness,  praying  that  the  God  of  arms  may 
lead  you  from  victory  to  victory,  until  impiety  be 
exterminated,  the  consolidation  of  the  Spanish 
throne  secured,  and  our  virtuous  and  beloved  mo- 
narch firmly  wielding  the  sceptre  of  Recaredo  and 
Fernando. 

«  God  protect  your  Royal  Highness  many  years. 

"  Miguel  Model — Joaquin  Martchalar 
Benito  Diaz  del  Rio— Juan  Crisostomo 
DE  Vedaondo  y  Mendenuita — Jose  Be- 
nito Moreno— Nicholas  Maria  Irivas 
Y  Navar— Manuel  Maria  Vicuna, 

"  The  Royd  Goterning  Junta  of  Nw«rr«.* 
■<Eitella,  January  9." 
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from  the  army  of  navarre  to  the  same. 

"May  it  please  your  Royal  Highness, — 
The  allocation  which  your  Highness  deigned  to  ad- 
dress to  the  army  on  the  30th  of  December  last,  on 
taking  the  command  in  chief  of  the  army,  confided 
to  you  by  the  King,  your  well-beloved  uncle, — has 
produced  in  the  hearts  of  all  Navarrese  that  enthu- 
siasm which  those  who  know  their  character  alone 
can  appreciate ;  and  if,  up  to  the  present  mo- 
ment, obeying  their  chiefs,  they  have  observed  a 
discipline  of  which  history  offers  few  examples, 
their  valour  and  firmness  henceforth  will  be  doubly 
stimulated  by  the  honour  shown  to  them  by  your 
Highness,  in  giving  for  them  a  leader  the  descen- 
dant of  San  Fernando  and  San  Louis,  endowed 
and  distinguished  for  such  rare  qualities.  Full  of 
pride  and  ardour,  the  Navarrese  will  hurl  into  the 
gulph  the  monster  who  destroys  property,  devours 
man,  and  raises  his  impious  hands  against  the  Most 
High. 

"  Sir,  to  whatever  point  the  Navarrese  may  be  re- 
quired  to  march,  they  will  he  found  by  your  side,  re- 
quiring not  the  signal  of  the  white  feather  of 
Henry  the  Fourth.  The  Navarrese  know  your 
Highness ;  they  will  accompany  you  always  and  every^ 
where,  and  their  swords  will  form  a  circle  round  you 
in  the  hour  of  danger. 


TO   THE    INFANTE   DON    SEBASTIAN.  153 

^^  Receive,  Sir,  with  that  amiable  kindness  for 
which  you  are  so  much  distinguished,  this  simple 
effusion,  the  language  of  the  hearts  of  your  soldiers, 
who  perform  more  than  they  promise. 

*^  God  protect  your  Highness  many  years. 

*<  Juan  Antonio  Zaratieigui, 

"  Second  Comnuuider  General  of  NaTarre." 
*'  Head-quarters,  Aberio,  Jan.  14" 

Similar  addresses  were  presented  to  the  Infante 
from  every  division  in  the  army,  and  from  the 
Juntas  of  Biscay,  Guipuscoa,  and  Alava. 

These  assurances  of  loyal  zeal,  and  a  determina- 
tion to  risk  every  thing  in  the  endeavour  to  carry 
Don  Carlos  triumphant  to  Madrid,  consolidated 
the  authority  of  Don  Sebastian  beyond  all  further 
hope  of  his  internal  or  external  enemies  to  disturb. 
It  had  been  long  and  loudly  declared  by  the  Chris- 
tino  press,  "  The  Navarrese  will  not  cross  the 
Ebro !''  Their  address  on  the  instant,  and  their 
deeds  in  the  fulness  of  time  (10th  of  July  1837), 
have  silenced  their  calumniators  for  ever. 

The  improved  arrangements  preparatory  to  the 
contemplated  expedition  now  made  rapid  progress. 
In  the  beginning  of  January,  the  following  new 
oi^nization  of  the  infantry  received  the  appro- 
bation of  Don  Carlos : — 
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FIRST   DIVlisiON — NAVARRE. 

Under  the  orders  of  Major-General  Don  Jose 
Antonio  Goni,  to  be  composed  of  two  brigades. 

1st  brigade,  commanded  by  Brigadier  Don 
Tomas  Tarragual,  and  composed  of  the  1st,  2d, 
and  3d  battalions. 

2d  brigade,  commanded  by  Brigadier  Don  Joan 
Bernardo  Zubiri,  composed  of  the  5th,  6th,  and 
7th  battalions. 

SECOND    DIVISION NAVARRK. 

Under  the  orders  of  the  commandant-general  of 
that  kingdom,  the  Major-General  Don  Francisco 
Garcia,  and  composed  of  two  brigades. 

1st  brigade,  commanded  by  Brigadier  Don  Fep- 
min  Repalda,  and  composed  of  the  8th  and  9th 
battalions  and  Guides  of  Navarre. 

2d  brigade,  to  be  commanded  by>  the  senior 
officer  until  a  general  be  named,  and  composed  of 
the  10th,  11th,  and  12th  battalions. 

THIRD    DIVISION — GUIPUSCOA. 

Under  the  orders  of  the  commandant  of  the 
province,  Major-General  Don  Bartolom^  Giube- 
lalde,  to  be  composed  of  three  brigades. 

1st  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Don  Joa- 
quin Julian  Alzaa,  and  composed  of  the  1st,  dd, 
and  5th  battalions. 
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2d  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Don  Ber- 
nardo Yturrizza,  and  composed  of  the  2d,  4th, 
and  6th  battalions. 

3d  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Don  Jose 
Ignacio  Yturbe^  and  composed  of  the  7th  and  8th 
battalions. 

FOURTH    DIVISION — ALAVA. 

Under  the  orders  of  Brigadier  Don  Prudeneio 
Sopelana,  to  be  composed  of  two  brigades. 

Ist  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Don  Camilo 
Moreno,  and  composed  of  1st  and  5th  battalions 
and  guides  of  Alava* 

2d  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Don  Feli- 
ciano  Elguea,  and  composed  of  the  2d,  3d,  and 
4th  battalions. 

FIFTH    DIVISION — ^BISCAY. 

Under  the  orders  of  the  commandant-general  of 
the  province,  Brigadier  Don  Juan  Manuel  Sarasa, 
and  to  be  composed  of  three  brigades. 

1st  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Don  Juan 
Antonio  Goni,  and  composed  of  the  2d,  3d,  and 

5th  battalions. 

•2d  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Don  Juan 
Antonio  Berastegui,  and  composed  of  the  1st,  4th, 

and  6th  battalions. 
3d  brigade,  commanded  by  Brigadier  Don  Uis. 
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tor  Andecbaga,  and  composed  of  the  7th|  8th,  and 
9th  battalions. 

SIXTH    DIVISION— CASTILLE. 

Under  the  orders  of  Brigadier  Don  Antonio 
Urbiztondo,  to  be  composed  of  two  brigades,  com- 
manded by  Brigadiers  Don  Carlos  Perez  de  las 
Vacas  and  Don  Jos^  Arroyo.  This  division  is 
composed  of  seven  battalions,  the  whole  of  the 
men  of  which  have  either  passed  over  from  the 
enemy,  or  have  been  made  prisoners.  It  is  in- 
tended to  give  each  of  these  battalions  a  particular 
name,  as  was  usual  in  former  times.  The  first 
battalion,  composed  solely  of  men  passed  over  from 
the  Royal  Guards,  has  been  named  <^  Granaderoi 
del  Ejercitor 

BRIGADE   OF   ARRAGON    AND   VALENCIA. 

Under  the  orders  of  Brigadier  Don  Joaquin 
Quilez,  and  composed  of  one  battalion  of  Arragon, 
called  ^^  Del  InfiEinte  Don  Juan ;"  second  battalion 
of  Arragon,  called  <<  Del  Infinnte  Don  Sebastian  f 
and  one  battalion  of  Valencians,  called  **  Del  In- 
fante Don  Fernando." 

BATTALION    OF   ALGERINES. 

Under  the  orders  of  Colonel  Crevinkell^  com* 
posed  of  deserters  from  the  French  auxiliary  Legion. 
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TOTAL  OF  THE  INFANTRY  OF  THE  ARMY  OF  THE 

NORTH. 

Navarrese 12  battalions. 

Guipuscoa 8 

Alava 6 

Biscay 9 

Castille 7 

Arragon  and  Valencia    .  3 

Algerines 1 

In  all     .*    .     46 

The  effective  of  each  battalion  is  to  be,  without 
delay,  carried  to  1,000  men. 

All  the  officers'  servants  are  to  join  their  regi- 
ments, and  invalids  to  be  given  to  officers  in  their 
places. 

The  following  officers  have  been  appointed  as 
second  Commandantes  of  provinces : — 

Brigadier  Don  Joan  Antonio  Zaratieigui,  for  Na- 
varre. 

Brigadier  Don  Pedro  Itorriza,  for  Guipuscoa* 

Brigadier  Don  Juan  Antonio  Guergue,  for  Bis- 
cay; and 

Brigadier  Don  Valentin  Berastegui,  for  Alava. 

The  oi^;anization  of  the  cavalry,  (cotaposed  of 
nearly  2,000  hors^)  was  also  in  progress  at  the 
same  time. 

The  battalion  of  Algerines  was  composed   of 
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eight  companies  of  well-disciplined  men.  The 
desertion  from  the  French  auxiliary  Legion,  and  its 
loss  on  the  field  of  battle,  was  immense  since  its 
entry  into  Spain.  On  its  landing  in  Catalonia  it 
was  7,000  strong;  in  the  month  of  September, 
1836,  it  was  reinforced  by  800  men  from  France ; 
and  at  the  beginning  of  January,  1837,  its  effectiye 
force  was  2,500  men,  with  500  in  the  hospitals. 
The  treatment  the  legion  experienced  from  the 
Christino  government  was  infsunous;  it  was  left 
for  some  time  without  clothing,  money,  or  even 
rations;  and  now,  after  two  years'  hard  fight- 
ing, and  the  serious  remonstrances  of  the  French 
government,  Mendizabal  has  premised  it  30,000 
dollars !  Is  it  any  wonder  that  the  men  desert 
and  join  the  Carlist  Legion,  which  is  well  fed  and 
protected  by  the  inhabitants? 

On  the  9th  of  January,  thirty-one  Algeiines 
stationed  at  Olaque  deserted  in  a  body  from  their 
battalions  and  presented  themselves  to  the  Carlist 
Commandant-general  of  Navarre,  and  were  embo- 
died  amongst  their  comrades  in  the  new  Foreign 
Legion  assembled  at  Zornosa.  Since  that  period 
desertion  has  gone  on  by  wholesale.  On  the  28th 
January,  fifty  men  passed  at  once  into  France,  and 
the  most  recent  speculations  of  the  Parisian  Christ- 
ino press  r^;ard  the  Legion  as  virtually  extinct. 

As  it  was  also  known  that  amongst  the  Por- 
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tugaese  Army  of  Observation  were  many  indivi- 
duak  well  affected  to  Don  Carlos,  who  would,  if 
opportunity  afforded,  again  gladly  follow  the  Count 
da  Madeira  to  victory,— the  King  published  the 
following  decree,  which  I  understand  has  already 
been  productive  of  the  secession  of  several  officers 
and  men  firom  that  Legion. 

ROYAL  DECREE. 

^*  Persuaded,  that  by  violence  only,  many  of  the 
soldiers  composing  the  Portuguese  Legion  were 
dragged  from  their  country  and  marched  into 
Spain,  to  swell  the  ranks  of  the  usurpation,  and 
under  the  pretence  of  defending  the  rights  of  my 
niece,  lend  aid  to  the  most  cruel — ^the  most  de- 
vastating  anarchy. 

<*  I  have  thought  the  moment  arrived  for  pro- 
riding  in  my  army  to  all  fiiithfal  Portuguese,  that 
tranquillity  of  mind  which  they  lost  the  day  they 
leagued  themselves  with  revolution. 

<<  I  have,  therefore,  ordered, 

*<  That  all  chiefe,  officers,  Serjeants,  corporals,  and 
privates  belonging  to  the  said  Portuguese  L^on, 
who  shall  pass  over  to  the  ranks  of  the  braTC  de- 
fenders of  my  just  cause,  do  receive  promotion 
equivalent  to  the  force  they  may  bring  with  them. 

*<  All  those  who  pass  without  followers  shall  pre- 
serve the  rank  they  previously  enjoyed. 
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*^  You  will  take  the  necessary  measures  for  the 
due  execution  of  the  decree,  ordering  all  chiefs  and 
authorities  to  pay  that  attention  to  the  strangers 
they  so  justly  merit ;  and  that  all  Alcaldes  of  towns 
and  villages,  give  them  protection  and  succour, 
should  it  be  required. 

« I,  THE  King/' 

"  Royal  head-quarten,  Andoain,  Feb.  11.,  18SI7-" 

*'  To  General  Don  Manuel  Maria  de  Medina,  Verdes  y  Cabafiai, 

Minister-of-War,  ad  inienrn." 


It  was  not  until  the  24th  February  that  the  War 
Office  could  find  time  to  decide  on  the  respective 
merits  of  the  assailants  of  the  Convent  of  San 
Mames.  Lord  Ranelagh,  satisfied  with  the  public 
testimony  of  Eguia,  and  the  cross  already  con- 
ceded to  him  for  daily  and  hourly  services  amongst 
all  varieties  of  danger  in  field  and  battery, — had 
left  the  snow-covered  provinces  for  -  the  winter ; 
and  did  not  interfere  with  the  claims  of  the  native 
Sevres  officiales. 

Now  I  recollect — ^his  Lordship's  name  was  not 
even  mentioned  in  the  report  of  the  afiair  drawn 
up  by  Lieut-Colonel  Nigueruela,  of  the  first  of 
CastiUe,  for  presentation  to  the  General: — for 
which  the  said  Lieutenant-Colonel  volunteered  an 
apology  to  his  Lordship  half  an  hour  too  late — as- 
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suring  him  that  he  would  have  inserted  it»  had  he 
known  how  to  spell  it ! — ^at  which  Lord  Ranelagh 
laughed  so  heartily,  that  the  Castillian  was  abnott 
put  out  of  countenance. 

But  to  resume :  the  honour  of  first  entering  San 
Mam^  was  awarded  to  Don  Santos  Fernandez 
Pintado,  Major  of  the  2d  battalion  of  Castille, 
(the  survivor  of  three  o£Boers  who  entered  the 
fosse)  who  thereupon  received  the  order  of  the  2nd 
class  of  San  Fernando. 

Whilst  the  Carlists  were  thus  awarding  honours 
and  organizing  battalions  for  the  renewal  of  the 
war  in  a  superior  style,  the  Christino  Generals 
were  employed  after  another  Cashion,  according  to 
their  characteristic  necessities.  The  following  mor- 
ceau,  published  in  the  Madrid  Gazette  in  June  last, 
illustrates  the  degree  of  discipline  to  which  the 
Christino  Army  had  attained,  far  more  satisfiac- 
torily  than  any  extraneous  commentary  of  mine: — 

"MILITARY  DISCIPLINE. 

"  The  general-in-chief  of  Uie  army  of  the  centre 
has  published  in  an  order  of  the  day,  the  following 
^positions,  with  the  intention  of  tenmnating  those 
disorders  too  frequent  in  the  battles,  and  of  which 
the  consequences  may  be  iatal. 

"Art  1.  Every  time  that  a  brigade  or  a  battaHon 
commences  firing,  the  Commandant-General  of  the 
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diiriaioii,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  superior  Officer, 
shall  place  in  the  rear  half  a  company  of  artillery, 
and  a  piquet  of  cavalry,  with  orders  to  shoot  any 
soldier,  who,  without  being  wounded,  or  furnished 
with  competent  authority  for  so  doing,  shall  quit 
the  field  of  battle. 

**  2.  The  Officers  of  any  company  which  a  soldier 
shall  have  abandoned,  shall  be  suspended  from 
their  rank,  and  sent  prisoners  to  some  fortress,  until 
they  have  proved  that  they  took  all  necessary  mea- 
sures, and  done  all  which  depended  upon  them  to 
keep  the  man  at  his  post 

*^  8.  The  Conmiandants  of  battalions  or  Chiefa  of 
troops,  who  shall  be  dispersed,  or  fly  coward*like 
at  sight  of,  or  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  at  the 
moment  when  they  come  into  action,  shall  be 
instantly  suspended  from  their  rank,  and  incur  the 
penalties  decreed  against  them  by  a  council  of  war 
which  shall  be  held  within  twenty-four  hours. 

**  4.  During  the  battle,  the  most  profound  silence 
shall  be  observed.  It  is  forbidden  to  cry,  ^  Forward, 
cavalry  !*  or  to  make  any  other  cry  which  might  dis- 
turb the  good  order  which  ought  always,  and  parti- 
cularly during  a  battle,  to  reign  in  the  ranks.  The 
man  who  makes  any  cry  shall  be  punished  as  the  com- 
petent officers  may  judge  proper.  The  penalty  of 
death  may  be  applied  to  those  who  may  have  cried 
— <  We  are  cut  to  pieces ! — ^lost  I— ^treason ! '  or  any 
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other  cries  which  may  create  disorder  and  cause 
the  position  to  be  abandoned.  The  Chiefs  of  bat- 
talions and  Officers  of  companies  who  shall  have 
heard  or  permitted  a  cry,  shall  be  suspended  from 
their  rank. 

*<  5.  Conformably  to  the  plan  ahready  established 
in  the  army  of  the  north,  and  according  to  the 
temporary  regulations  here  made,  there  shall  be  a 
company  formed  to  carry  away  and  take  care  of 
the  wounded  in  each  brigade;  in  consequence,  no 
other  individual  is  allowed  to  quit  the  ranks.  This 
abuse  having  been  tolerated  until  now,  the  third 
part  of  the  disposable  force  has  been  sometimes 
lost  in  the  midst  of  a  battle.  Every  soldier  who 
infringes  on  the  present  order  shall  be  instantly 
shot,  unless  he  returns  to  his  ranks,  on  being 
ordered  to  do  so  by  his  Officer. 

**6.  As  the  ordonnance  forbids  firing  without  the 
orders  of  the  Chiefi^  they  and  the  Officers  of  the 
corps  will  employ  the  greatest  energry  to  avoid  the 
accidents  occasioned  by  useless  shots.  They  will 
economise  the  munitions  as  much  as  possible,  and 
will  only  permit  batteries  and  entire  companies  to 
engage  with  the  guerillas  or  isolated  men,  and 
never  but  within  musket  shot  These  abuses  dis- 
courage the  troops,  who  uselessly  consume  their 
cartridges,  which  they  ought  to  preserve  for  more 
decisive  occasions. 
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"  7.  The  Commandants,  Generab  of  divisions, 
and  Chiefs  of  brigades  are  responsible  for  the  execu- 
tion of  the  present  dispositions,  which  shall  be  in- 
serted in  the  order  of  the  day  of  the  army,  and  read 
before  going  into  battle. 

"  Castellano." 


Whilst  on  the  subject  of  the  publications  in  the 
Madrid  Gazettej  I  may  be  allowed  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  reader  to  some  singular  statistical 
results  established  therein  relative  to  the  conduct  of 
the  present  civil  war  in  Spain. 

According  to  the  official  Btatementa  published  ia  the  Gazette, 
the  number  of  Carlists  killed  in  the  field  of  battle  up  to  the  1st 

of  April,  1836,  is 280,636 

From  the  Ist  April  to  8th  October  1836 33,927 

Carlist  prisoners  to  Ist  April  1836 54,^^ 

Ditto  to  8th  October  1836 11,760 

Total  of  Carlists  killed  and  prisoners 380,716 

Muskets  taken  during  the  above  periods,  113,221 ;  battles  gained, 
597>  which  are  further  divided  into  327  partial  affiurs,  and  270 
total  routs. 

This  amusing  foreign  account  may  however  be 
fiurly  balanced  by  a  very  serious  domestic  one,  in 
which  unfortunately  there  is  no  exaggeration. 
All  is  liberality  and  loss — waste  and  want.     Lord 
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Palmerston  will  probably  term  our  aid  a  charitable 
one.  If  *^  charity  covereth  a  multitude  of  sins," 
his  Lordship  has  cleared  off  a  long  arrear  of  tres- 
passes against  the  honour  and  independence  of  his 
own  country,  by  his  unbounded  benevolence  to 
the  Queen  of  Spain,  viz : — 

Return  to  an  Address  to  his  Majesty,  dated  Feb. 
7, 1837,  for  a  Return  of  the  Amount  of  Military 
and  Naval  Stores,  Arms,  and  Ammunition,  fur- 
nished to  the  Queen  of  Spain,  under  the  stipu- 
lations of  the  Quadripartite  Treaty,  and  the 
Amount  of  Payment  received  for  the  same,  by 
his  Majesty's  Government 

A  Return  of  the  Amount  of  Military  and  Naval 
Stores,  Arms,  and  Ammunition,  furnished  by  the 
Ordnance  Department  to  the  Queen  of  Spain, 
under  the  stipulations  of  the  Quadripartite 
Treaty,  and  the  Amount  of  Payment  received 
for  the  same  by  his  Majesty's  Government. 

FURNISHED  TO  THE  SPANISH  GOVERNMENT. 

318^600  muskets,  10,000  carbines,  3,600  pistols, 
10,000  swords,  4,000  rifles,  4,000,000  small  &rm 
cartridges,  19,856  cannon  ditto,  938,531  lbs.  pow- 
der, 35,209  chests  and  barrels. 
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16  iron  gwoa,  12  iron  mortars,  18  traveUing, 
10  garrison,  and  12  ammunition  carriages,  14,892 
shot  and  shells,  19,820  fuzes. 

Two  bridges  of  pontoons,  intrenching  tools,  &c. 

One  18-pounder  iron  gun,  six  18-pounder  car- 
ronades,  30  muskets,  40  pistols,  40  swords,  ammu- 
nition, shot,  &c,  for  the  schooner  "Isabella.'' 

Two  18-pounder  iron  guns,  four  32-pounder 
carronades,  24  muskets,  24  pistols,  24  swords, 
ammunition,  shot,  &c,  for  the  steam-ship  <*  City  of 
Edinburgh." 

Six  82-pounder  iron  g^uns,  80  muskets,  40  pis- 
tols, 100  swords,  40  pikes,  ammunition,  shot,  &c^ 
for  the  steamHship  "  Isabella  II." 

FURNISHED  TO  THE  AUXILIARY  LEGION. 

15,000  muskets,  1^200  carbines,  850  pistols, 
1,000  swords,  600  rifles,  5,608^000  small  arm 
cartridges,  22,023  cannon  ditto,  ld,0181bs.  powder, 
11,429  chests  and  barrels. 

26  brass  guns,  two  iron  howitzers,  4,730  Con- 
greve  and  350  signal  rockets,  18,487  fuzes,  13,942 
shot  and  shells,  90  carriages  for  g^s  and  rockets. 

45  wagons  and  carts,  468  sets  of  harness;  15 
tents,  with  bedsteads,  bedding,  hospital  dresses, 
blankets,  &c.  &c 

Value  of  the  above : — 
12 
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Spanish  Govenunent    .    .    £468,878 
Auxiliary  Legion     .     .     .        6b,200 

Total  value     .    £537,078 
No  part  of  which  has  been  received  by  the 
Ordnance  Department 

By  order  of  the  Master-General  and  Board  of 
Ordnance. 

R.  Byuam,  Sec 

Office  of  Ordnance,  Feb.  17>  1837. 

Return  of  all  Military  Medical  Stores  furnished 
to  the  Queen  of  Spain,  under  directions  re- 
ceived from  his  Majesty's  government 


Reference  to  the 

Secretary 

at  War's 

Instructions 

for  the  Supplies. 

Description  of 
Supplies. 

Value. 

Dates  of  Deli- 
veries of  the 

Supplies  to  the 

Spanish 

Autborities. 

DATES. 

31  July,  1835 

8  Nov.,  1836 
3  Dec,  1838 

Surgical  Instru- 
ments .    .    . 

Ditto     ditto     . 

Surgical    Mate- 
rials, ftc.   •    . 

£     s.    d. 

315    0    0 
97  10    0 

159  12    8 

2  Sept,  1835. 
26  Nov.,  1836. 

13  Dec,  1836. 

Total  value,  £572    2    6 

J.  M'Grigoe,  Director-GeneraL 
Army  Medical  Department,  Feb.  7»  1837* 

A  Return  of  the  Amount  of  Naval  Stores  fur- 
nished to  the  Queen  of  Spain,  under  the  stipu- 
lations of  the  Quadripartite  Treaty,  £969  L5   0 
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Amount  of  Pajonent  received  for  the 
same  by  his  Majesty's  Govemment   .       Nil. 

A  Return  of  the  Naval  Slops  and  Provisions 
issued  from  any  of  his  Majesty's  Victualling 
Yards  or  Ships  of  War,  for  the  use  of  the 
British  Legion,  or  any  other  Forces  serving 
her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Spain,  and  of  die 
value  thereof £763   13  10 

Amount  received  in  whole,  or  in  part, 
by  his  Majesty's  Government  for  the 
same Nil. 

T.  Briggs,  Accountant-General. 
R.  DuNDAS,  Storekeeper-General. 
James  Meek,  Comptroller  of  Victualling. 

Admiralty,  Feb.  15, 1837. 


It  would  seem  that,  while  the  light  of  heaven  is 
taxed  to  the  people  of  England,  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting  the  exigences  of  the  state,  the  govemment 
is  rich  enough  to  throw  away  half  a  million  of 
money,  to  keep  a  dissolute  woman  on  the  throne 
of  Spain.  Of  course  payment  is  not  looked  for, 
nor  can  it  ever  be  expected,  as  there  are  two  con- 
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▼entions  now  existing  between  Spain  and  this  coun- 
try—one of  1809,  and  the  other  of  1814— of  which 
the  former  has  never  fulfilled  her  part — ^and  in  all 
probability  never  wilL 

The  first  item  is  composed  of  <<  818,600  mus- 
kets,  10,000  carbines,  S,600  pistols,  10,000  swords, 
4)000  rifles,  4,000,000  small-arm  cartridges,  19,856 
cannon  ditto,  938,531  lbs.  powder,  35,209  chests 
and  barrels." — ^This  is  really  the  overflowing  of 
good  nature ;  for  so  abundantly  have  the  Christines 
been  supplied  with  muskets,  that  they  had  enough 
to  throw  away  in  every  engagement  when  they 
met  the  Carlists ;  and  to  arm,  if  not  the  whole,  at 
least  one-half  of  the  insurgent  army.  On  one 
occasion — the  battle  of  the  Amesooas — ^five  thou- 
sand British  muskets  were  picked  up ;  and  up  to 
the  1st  of  January,  1836,  it  was  calculated  that 
about  57,000  stand  of  arms  had  changed  hands. 
The  truth  is  apparent ;  for  every  person  who  has 
visited  the  Carlist  army,  has  found  thousands  of 
their  muskets  bearing  the  Tower  mark ;  and  it  is  a 
point  of  honour  and  pride  with  the  Basque  sol- 
diers, to  call  the  stranger's  attention  to  the  fact, 
and  tell  him  the  fields  on  which  they  were  so  easily 
provided.  This  charity  is,  therefore,  of  an  enlarged 
nature,  and  Lord  Palmerston  is  entitied  to  the 
gratitude  not  only  of  friends,  but  foes.  Had  the 
supply  to  die  Queen  not  been  so  overflowing,  Don 
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There  is  one  article  liberally  famished  and  libe- 
rally  used,  which  I  do  not  observe  set  down, 
namely,  cats  for  the  men's  backs: — an  omisnon 
which  ought  to  be  corrected.  The  cost  of  the 
above  is — 
For  the  Spanish  Government  .  X468^878 
Auxiliary  Legion    .    .    .       68^200 

Total  value £537,078 

To  which  may  be  subjoined  the  very  candid  ad- 
dition of  the  Secretary  at  the  Ordnance-office, 
<<  that  no  part  ^  has  been  received  by  his  depart- 
ment 

The  return  is  then  graced  by  an  account  of 
medical  stores  furnished  to  the  expedition,  to  the 
extent  of  572Z.  2«.,  of  naval  stores  amounting  to 
969/.  15f.,  and  of  slops  and  provisions,  763/.  13s. 
lOd, ;  making  the  whole  sum  expended  by  the  peo- 
ple of  England  for  the  services  of  Senora  Munoz, 
539,383Z.  111.  Ad.;  for  which,  in  the  expressiTe 
word  of  the  official  paper,  the  return  has  been 
**Niir  and  for  which  to  the  day  of  judgment,  in  all 
human  probability,  the  return  will  be,  either  in 
gratitude  or  in  payment,  "  NiL^ 


*<UNOER  WHICH  KING,  —  PsPEAK  OR  DIe!"    17S 


CHAPTER  IX. 

The  sieges  of  Bilbao  fonn  such  important  por- 
tions of  the  history  of  the  present  dvil  war  in 
Spain,  that  I  feel  confident  my  readers  will  excose 
me  for  travelling  out  of  the  route  I  have  hitherto  pur- 
sued in  my  narratiye ;  which  has  been,  to  state  only 
what  I  saw  and  heard,  or  what  those  on  whom  I  could 
personally  rely,  stated  to  me  as  &ctB  which  they 
had  witnessed.  However,  dvil  war  draws  so  de-* 
dded  a  line  of  demarcation  between  its  parties,  that 
nobody  can  enjoy  the  opportunity  of  seeing  what 
passes  on  both  sides.  I  am,  therefore*  compelled 
to  resort  to  others'  aid  for  the  completion  of  my 
sketch  of  the  operations  undertaken  against  Bilbao, 
and  feel  principally  bound  to  acknowledge  the  as- 
sistance afforded  me  by  the  interesting  letters  writ- 
ten by  the  Correspondent  of  The  Morning  Chronicle 
before  mentioned,  who  remained  in  Bilbao  for  some 
weeks  after  the  siege  had  been  raised.  His  valu- 
able observations  enable  me  to  continue  the  nar- 
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radve,  and  afford  my  readers  a  view  of  the  interior 
of  Bilbao  relieved:— a  sight,  from  which  it  may 
well  be  believed  that  iwas  debarred, — ^though  I 
had  till  then  enjoyed  a  fine  bird's  eye  view  of  it 
from  the  Alto  de  San  Domingo. 

According  to  the  official  return,  the  loss  on  the 
part  of  the  Queen's  army  on  the  24th  and  25th  of 
December,  was  87  killed,  597  wounded,  and  80 
missing;  in  all,  714,  It  is  generally  understood 
that  Ae  Carlistloss  was  much  greater.  The  number 
of  prisoners  taken  from  the  latter  is  135,  including 
seven  officers  and  the  commandant  of  artillery. 

The  Carlists  only  admit  a  loss  of  260  killed  and 
wounded,  and  65  taken  prisoners :  probably  the  re- 
maining 70  were  not  soldiers  but  suspected  civilians. 

The  (Mate  Gazette^  3rd  of  Jan.,  states,  that  in  the 
bte  hurricane  a  French  vessel  was  seen  off  the  port 
of  Bermeo  in  distress.  Several  boats  proceeded  to 
her  asfflstance  in  spite  of  the  roughness  of  the  sea, 
and  succeeded  in  towing  her  in  safety  into  the  har- 
bour. She  proved  to  be  a  lugger  bound  from  Caen 
to  Bordeaux,  laden  with  com,  linseed  and  oil.  The 
captain  demanded  leave  to  unload  his  cargo,  in  order 
to  repair  the  damage  done  to  his  vessel.  Don  Caries 
not  only  gave  his  permission,  but  ordered  every 
assistance  to  be  given  him,  and  added  that  he  might 
suit  his  own  convenience  in  leaving  the  port. 

The   Maminff  Chroniclers  Correspondent  says, 
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January  3rd — <<  To-day  the  aldeanos  (villagers), 
have  for  the  first  time  arrived  in  considerable  num- 
bers, driving  into  the  town  bullocks  and  hogs;  and 
there  is  every  prospect  of  a  speedy  return  to  the 
former  supplies  for  the  consumption  of  the  place. 
Flour  is  more  scarce  than  any  other  alinfent,  and 
bread  is  still  very  dear.    Although  the  inhabitants 
endured  g^reat  privations  during  the  late  siege,  they 
could  if  necessary,  have  held  out  a  month  longer, 
or  more  perhaps.   There  was  no  dearth  of  rice,  salt 
fish,  garbanzos  (chick-peas),  scarlet  beans,  biscuit  (of 
bad  quality,  however),  salt  pork,  spirits,  wine,  char 
coal,  and  there  was  an  abundant  supply  of  water. 
Those  who  could  afford  to  pay  for  little  comforts,  such 
as  raisins,  wine,  &c.,  &c.,  could  get  them,  so  that  it 
was  the  poorer  classes  upon  whom  the  state  of  siege 
bore  the  hardest  as  to  nutriment.     On  the  other 
hand  females  and  children  of  all  ranks  suffered  so 
much  from  fright,  that  they  could  hardly  take  need- 
ful sustenance,  even  if  at  their  command. 

"  Let  me  not  omit  to  mention  that  I  find  the  vessel 
which  some  months  back  I  informed  you  had  been 
taken  by  the  Carlists  and  carried  into  Bermeo  was 
an  American,  not  an  English  ship,  as  was  sup- 
posed.    She  came  from  the  Harannah  wiA  a  cargo 

of  tobacco  and  other  colonial  produce,  which  1  now 

find  was  sold,  and  the  duties  ^^«^^:^^^^ 
Faction's  custom-house;  in   short,   it  is  gener     y 

i4 


176  FRENCH  MERCANTILE  INGENUITY? 

understood  that  the  vessel  and  caigo  were  destined 
for  the  Carlist  market,  and  that  there  was  a  mer^ 
cantile  consignee  to  receive  and  dispose  of  the 
hitter  at  Bermeo.  The  report  of  a  British  merchant 
vessel  having  been  captured  was  artfoUy  spread, 
with  the  double  view  of  showing  that  Don  Carlos 
had  a  naval  force  su£Bcient  to  capture  British  mer- 
chantmen on  the  high  seas,  and  to  serve  as  a  screen 
for  the  introduction  of  supplies  for  the  adherents  of 
the  Despot  Carlos  under  the  starry  banner  of  the 
free  American  republic !  But  this  is  not  alL  A 
very  short  time  back  a  French  lugger  appeared  off 
Bermeo,  apparently  in  distress:  ber  masts  were 
carried  away,  and  she  was  towed  into  the  small  port 
of  Bermeo  in  this  seeming  disabled  condition.  She 
was  laden  with  provisions;  and,  to  prevent  their 
being  damaged  ('twas  said),  they  were  landed :  offers 
for  sale  (the  nomiiwl  sale)  of  the  whole  freight  were 
promptiy  made ;  the  duties,  as  was  the  case  with  the 
American  vessel,  being  punctually  disbursed.  Thus 
Carlos  V.  obtained  botii  revenue  and  supplies. 
But  the  most  curious  part  of  the  story  is,  that  this 
disabled  lugger  had  had  a  short  passage  direct /iram 
Bordeaux  with  an  easterly  wind  and  a  smooth  seal 
and  she  came  to  a  market  prepared  be/brehand!  the 
masts  were  broken  purposely  Just  before  daylight^  so 
as  to  account  for  the  entrance  of  a  vessel  under  the 
French^fiag  into  a  port  belongiug  to  Don  Carlos.  She 
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was  in  distress  forsooth?  I  hear  several  other 
vessels  are  daily  expected  at  Bermeo  from  France 
with  a  large  supply  of  shoes  for  the  Carlists. 

^  I  understand  that  the  American  vessel  has  gone 
to  St  Ubes  for  a  cargo  of  salt,  which  she  will  most 
likely  succeed  in  conveying  to  Bermeo,  and  make 
a  good  speculation,  as  the  Carlists  are  in  great  want 
of  that  article.  This  is  the  season  when  the  farmers 
and  other  house-keepers  kill  their  pigs  and  salt 
down  their  pork  for  the  whole  consumption  of  the 
ensuing  year :  the  usual  time  indeed  for  this  opera- 
tion was  just  about  the  commencement  of  the  late 
siege.  All  communication  with  Bilbao  (whence 
salt  was  obtained  in  former  years  by  smuggling, 
notwithstanding  the  war),  having  been  cut  off,  the 
country  people  have  been  obliged  to  keep  their 
hogs,  which  would  otherwise  have  been  killed,  and 
the  salted  pork  put  into  store  by  the  Carlists  for 
the  troops.  This  accounts  for  the  great  number  of 
fiit  hags  which  have  been  brought  to  market  at 
Bibao  since  the  siege  was  raised.  Families  are  now, 
according  to  annual  custom,  laying  in  their  stocks. 
The  usual  price  of  salt  in  Bilbao  is  five  reals  the 
faaegSL ;  it  is  now  seven  reals,  because  the  stock  is 
scant;  but  in  the  Carlist  villages  in  the  vicinity  the 
price  for  the  little  that  can  be  procured  is  ninety 
reals  the  fimega !  This  is  quite  sufficient  to  prove 
the  importance  of  blockading  the  small  ports  on  the 
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coast :  it  is  only  by  making  the  deluded  peasantry 
feel  the  power  of  the  Queen's  government  that  they 
can  be  brought  to  a  sense  of  their  duty,  and  to  an 
appreciation  of  their  true  interests."  (Vide  AppeH- 
dixD.J 

"  Jan.  15. — The  bar  having  fortunately  been  prac- 
ticable almost  ever  since  the  25th  December,  con- 
siderable supplies  of  flour  and  other  necessaries  have 
arrived  at  Portugalete,  so  that  there  is  no  want  of 
anything  here.  A  number  of  bullocks  for  the  army 
have  also  arrived  from  Santander.  Prices  are  rather 
higher  than  usual,  and  thus  the  poorer  classes, 
many  of  whom  have  been  left  in  a  destitute  condition 
in  consequence  of  having  lost  their  natural  protectors 
during  the  siege,  are  still  suffering  severely.*' 

^^  January  22. — Working  parties  are  employed  in 
clearing  away  the  ruins  of  the  convent  of  San  Agus- 
tin,  which  is  to  be  pulled  down,  and  a  fort  erected 
on  its  site :  this  will  be  an  important  defence  for 
the  town.  Provisions  and  other  supplies  diuly 
arrive,  and  Bilbao  is  gradually  assuming  its  natural 
appearance.  Three  companies  are  now  stationed 
at  the  Desierto;  thirty  men  are  detached  there- 
from every  morning  at  daylight  to  Monte  Aspe,  to 
protect  the  passage  of  the  river;  and  the  works  for 
securing  the  banks  of  the  Nervion  will  be  com- 
menced as  soon  as  the  British  Sappers  shall  arrive 
from  San  Sebastian. 
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<^  The  day  before  yesterday  the  Comet  arrived 
from  England — last  firom  San  Sebastian.  Lieut 
Turner,  of  the  Royal  Artillery,  and  Lieut  Lynn, 
of  the  Royal  Engineers,  both  attached  as  aides-de- 
camp  to  Colonel  Wylde,  came  out  in  the  Comet, 
which  brought  the  gratifying  intelligence  of  the 
promotion  of  Commander  Lapidge,  of  the  JRtng- 
dove^  to  the  rank  of  post  captain,  and  of  Lieut 
Le  Hardy,  of  the  Saracenj  and  Lieut  Otway,  of 
the  Cametj  to  the  rank  of  commanders. 

<<  These  appointments  were  conveyed  to  Captain 
Lapidge  and  Commander  Le  Hardy  (Commander 
Otway  did  not  return  in  the  Comet)  by  Commo- 
dore Lord  John  Hay,  in  the  most  handsome  man- 
ner possible.  His  Lordship  expressed  his  own  high 
satis&ction  at  the  promotion  of  officers  whose  pro- 
fessional merits  had  entiUed  them  to  the  rewards 
now  bestowed  on  them ;  and  he  enclosed  a  memo- 
randum of  thanks  from  the  Admiralty  to  Captain 
Lapidge  and  all  the  officers  and  men  under  his 
command,  for  the  able  co-operation  they  have  af- 
forded to  the  cause  of  die  Queen  of  Spain  in  the 
river  of  Bilbao.  Lord  John  also  enclosed  a  copy 
of  a  most  satis£EU^ory  letter  from  his  Excellency 
Mr.  VilUers,  forwarding  the  copy  of  a  communica- 
tion from  Senor  Calatrava,  President  of  the  Coun- 
cil, by  order  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen-R^ent, 
conveying  in  her  royal  name,  through  the  ambas- 
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sador,  the  grateful  sense  her  Majesty  entertaiiis  of 
the  services  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  British 
Navy  on  the  late  memorable  occasion ;  and  Admi- 
ral Canasy  who  commands  the  Spanish  naval  forces 
on  the  coast  of  Cantabria,  has,  by  her  Majesty's 
orders  (conveyed  through  the  Minister  of  Marine), 
applied  to  Captain  Lapidge  for  the  names  of  all  the 
officers  of  the  Ringdove^  Saracen,  and  ComeL 

^*  The  dbdnguished  representative  of  the  Brithh 
Government,  Colonel  Wylde,  has  also  received  a 
communication  of  the  most  handsome  and  satiafiic- 
tory  nature  from  Mr.  Villiers ;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
but  that,  in  addition  to  the  marks  of  distinction  so 
justly  conferred  on  him  by  her  Majesty  (Colonel 
Wylde  is  now  a  Knight  Commander  of  the  noble 
order  of  Isabel  the  Catholic^  in  addition  to  the 
crosses  of  the  upper  grades  of  the  orders  of  Carlos 
III.  and  San  Fernando,  with  which  he  was  already 
decorated,  for  former  eminent  services),  we  shall 
soon  have  the  happiness  of  congratulating  the  gal- 
lant Colonel  upon  some  high  mark  of  approbation, 
on  the  part  of  our  own  King  and  Government,  of 
the  arduous  and  successful  exertions  of  a  represen- 
tative of  the  British  nation,  who  is  universally 
honoured  and  esteemed  by  his  countrymen  and  the 
Spaniards.  You  will  have  seen  by  the  proceedings 
in  the  Cortes  that  the  thanks  of  the  Legislative 
Assembly  have  been  justly  voted  to  Lord  John 
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Hay,  as  commander  of  the  British  naval  forces  on 
this  coast,  as  well  as  to  the  ofiBcers  and  men  nnder 
his  command.  I  have  reason  to  beliere  that  a 
similar  vote  was  intended  to  have  been  passed  with 
regard  to  Colonel  Wylde,  whose  name  is  so  par-* 
ticularly  mentioned  in  General  Espartero's  dis* 
patches  and  proclamations,  which  were  read  and 
recorded  in  the  Cortes.  By  some  mistake,  how- 
ever, this  dae  formality  was  omitted;  but  I  am 
aware  that  communications  of  the  most  gratifying 
nature  have  been  spontaneously  made  from  Ma- 
drid to  the  British  Government  upon  this  subject 

<<  I  must  not  omit  to  mention  that  among  the 
naval  promotions  of  officers  on  this  station  is  that  of 
Lieutenant  Barlow,,  conunanding  his  Majesty's  brig 
Rotfolistj  now  at  San  Sebastian,  to  the  rank  of 
commander.  Mr.  Barlow  is  an  excellent  officer, 
who  served  for  some  time  in  the  river  Nervion, 
where  he  was  employed  on  various  arduous  and 
important  duties.  Mr.  Rogers,  mate  of  the  Sara^ 
eerij  a  very  deserving  officer,  is  also  appointed 
lieutenant 

*<  Lord  Henry  Russell  arrived  here  from  England, 
via  San  Sebastian,  about  ten  days  ago ;  he  is  on 
his  way  to  join  his  Majesty's  flag-ship  at  Lisbon, 
but  will  revisit  San  Sebastian  and  have  a  con- 
ference with  Lord  John  Hay  previously  to  pro- 
ceeding to  Madrid,  which  city  he  will  take  in 
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way.  His  Lordship  has  visited  all  the  remarkable 
points  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  takes  the  greatest 
interest  in  the  Queen's  cause.  Lord  Henry  Rus- 
sell has  been  recently  appointed  to  a  lieutenancy 
on  board  the  Hastingsj  seventy-four. 

<<  The  enthusiasm  throughout  the  country  with 
regard  to  the  brave  defenders  of  Bilbao  is  very 
great  The  day  before  yesterday,  the  second  in 
command  of  the  National  Guard  of  Vitoria,  ac- 
companied by  the  two  other  officers  of  the  same 
corps,  all  three  being  principal  inhabitants  of  the 
capital  of  Alava,  arrived  here,  in  order  to  congra- 
tulate the  National  Guard  of  Bilbao  in  the  name  of 
that  of  Vitoria.  A  solemn  Te  Deum  was  performed 
a  few  days  ago  in  the  church  of  San  Juan ;  this 
ceremony  was  attended  by  all  the  Generals  of  the 
Army,  the  authorities,  &c. 

<^  It  will  be  gratifying  to  the  British  public  to 
know  that  nothing  can  exceed  the  good  feel- 
ing evinced  towards  the  English  by  all  classes 
of  the  population  of  this  heroic  town.  A  simi- 
lar feeling  pervades  the  army.  The  inhabitants 
of  Bilbao  are  very  anxious  to  have  an  English 
garrison,  and  that  the  works  about  to  be  erected 
for  the  defence  of  the  river  should  be  garrisoned  by 
British  soldiers  or  marines.  How  tax  this  can  be 
accomplished  I  am  not  competent  to  judge ;  but  I 
am  satisfied  that  such  a  measure  would  give  confi- 
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dence  to  the  inhabitants,  and  tend,  together  with 
the  fortification  of  the  river,  &c,  more  than  any 
other  measure,  to  revive  the  commercial  prosperity 
of  this  town,  where  so  many  British  interests  are  at 
stake. 

"  Dispatches  have  been  received  from  Commodore 
Lord  John  Hay,  who  is  at  Santander,  expressing 
in  the  most  handsome  terms  his  entire  approbation 
of  the  exertions  of  Captain  Lapidge  and  the  naval 
officers  under  his  command  during  the  late  opera- 
tions.    His   Lordship  has  also  written  to  Major 
Colquhoun,   commanding  the  Royal  and  Marine 
Artillery,  in  similar  terms ;  the  artUlery  under  that 
gallant  offioer^s  directions  was  indeed  splendidly 
served,  and  contributed  in  a  great  degree  to  the 
ultimate  success  of  General  Espartero's  operations 
for  the   reUef  of  Bilbao.     Lord  John  Hay  having 
promised  General  Evans_  that  this  detachment  of 
artillery  should  return  to  San  Sebastian  as  soon  as 
BUboa    should  be  relieved,  they  wiU  embark  at 
right  this  morning  in  his  Majesty's  steamer  Lights 
fling  for  that  port     Captain  Vicars,  of  the  Roy^ 
Engineers,   will  remain  here  to  superintend  tli^ 
works  for  the  protection  of  the  Bilbao  River ;  Bo^^ 
British  military  artificers  will,  I  presume,  be  s^^^^ 
round     from   Santander    to  work  under   Capt^ 
Vicars'  directions. 

"  P.S. — ^I'he  Artillery-officers,  who  hav^  v^ 
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serving  under  Major  Colquhoon,  and  who  will  re* 
turn  to  San  Sebastian  this  morning,  are  Lientenants 
Basset  and  Clapperton,  and  Lieutenant  Parke^  of 
the  Royal  Marine  Artillery/' — Morning  Clironidt. 

Another  Correspondent  writes: — <<  In  justice  to 
a  meritorious  officer  of  the  navy,  Lord  John  Hay 
some  short  time  since  instituted  a  strict  inquiry,  to 
ascertain  whether  there  was  any  truth  in  the  re- 
port that  Captain  Turner  had  been  engaged  in  the 
CarUst  service  before  Bilbao.  The  result  is,  that 
his  Lordship  has  found  the  report  to  be  totally 
groundless,  and  the  gallant  officer  in  question 
stands  exempt  from  the  slightest  imputation  of 
having  acted  contrary  to  the  rules  and  reg^ulations 
of  his  own  service." 

The  question  of  the  animus  of  the  unexpected 
and  successful  night  assault,  created  a  considerable 
sensation.  The  Christines  in  Madrid  would  fiun 
keep  as  much  of  the  credit  for  Elspartero  and  the 
Spaniards  as  possible.  On  the  other  hand,  a  Cor- 
respondent of  a  London  evening  ministerial  paper, 
amongst  the  victorious  British  forces,  writes:— 

^  Colonel  Wylde,  witnessing  the  disastrous  conse- 
quences that  would  result  to  the  interests  of  the 
Legion,  which  he  has  had  always  at  heart,  rode  up 
to  General  Espartero  and  remonstrated  with  him 
on  his  intention  of  retiring.  Espartero  said  he 
must  withdraw  his  troops  to  Valmaceda,  as  it  was 
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impossible  to  remain  longer  before  Bilbao,  know* 
ing  as  he  did  the  strength  of  the  enemy's  batteries, 
and  the  sacrifice  of  life  that  must  be  made  in 
obtaining  possession  of  one  of  the  strongest  of 
them,  without  which  Bilbao  must  perish,  or  all 
under  his  command  be  lost  Colonel  Wylde,  who 
was  in  constant  correspondence  during  the  whole 
of  the  morning  with  Colonel  Colquhoun,  requested 
to  know  from  General  Espartero  which  of  the  bat- 
teries  he  deemed  so  well  fortified.  It  was  named, 
and  forthwith  made  known  to  Colonel  Colquhoun, 
who  said  that  should  not  be  the  least  obstacle;  and 
intianter,  with  the  Britbh  Marine  Artillery,  he 
advanced,  covered  by  the  Sailors  of  the  Bingdwe 
and  the  sixty  men  of  the  10th  regiment  already 
named,  and  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  drove  the 
enemy  from  that  position.  A  breach  having  been 
made  in  this  place,  the  Marines  and  Sailors  en- 
tered it" 

Another  Christine  Correspondent  states  that  it 
was  Lord  John  Hay  who  remonstrated  with,  or 
rather  threatened  Espartero  that  he  would  with- 
draw every  vessel,  boat,  officer  and  man  belonging 
to  the  service  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  if  he  per- 
sisted in  his  intention  of  retreating  upon  Valma- 
ceda.  He  relates  the  sequel  as  follows;  and  with 
regard  to  the  point  of  <<  direct  intervention,"  the 
account  will  be  seen  to  be  substantially  the  same 
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as  that  given  in  the  ministerial  joamal,  but  this 
statement  supplies  us  with  fuller  particulars: — 

<<  This  energetic  and  weUr^imed  threat  made  the 
wavering  General  pause,  and  he  began  again  to 
think  of  crossing  the  river  and  attacking  the  Carlist 
positions ; — but  declared  he  saw  an  insurmountable 
obstacle  in  a  twenty-four  pounder  in  a  Carlist  bat- 
tery  which  commanded  the  crossing  of  the  river. 
To  this  Colonel  Colquhoun  replied,  that  that 
should  not  long  form  any  objection,  and  he  soon 
after  opened  a  fire  upon  the  Carlist  battery,  whidi 
in  a  short  time  silenced  the  dreaded  twenty-four 
pounder.  Espartero  then  pointed  to  another  and 
more  distant  battery  which  might  prove  a  stum- 
bling-block. The  second  objection  was  quickly 
done  away  with  by  Captain  Lapidge,  who,  with 
the  blue  jackets  and  Marines  of  the  Ringdove^ 
lande4  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  and,  rushing 
up  the  height,  took  the  battery  in  the  most  gallant 
manner.  This  noble  example  fired  a  Spanish 
regiment  of  Guards,  who  declared,  that  if  not 
ordered  to  go  on  by  the  General,  they  would  pro- 
ceed without  his  order.  In  compliance  with  their 
intention  a  bridge  of  boats  and  rafts  was  con- 
structed, and  they  passed  over,  followed  by  the 
rest  of  the  army.  The  regiment  of  Guards  and 
the  English  Marines  and  blue-jackets  advanced 
against  the  fortified  hill  of  the  Banderas  with  the 
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most  daring  intrepidity;  and,  though  repulsed  three 
times,  at  length  succeeded  in  getting  possession  of 
it  and  dispersing  the  Carlists,  but  not  without  a 
great  loss  on  both  sides." 

The  interferenee  of  both  Lord  John  Hay  and 
Colonel  Wylde  is  indeed  clearly  acknowledged 
(and  having  been  successful,  eulogized  of  course) 
by  Espartero.  His  Report  and  Order  of  the  day, 
folly  admit  and  establish  the  fiaicts  that  all  the 
efforts  of  the  native  Christino  army  ahme  would 
have  been  totally  ineffectual  in  preventing  the  fall 
of  Bilbao. 

The  Correspondent  of  the  Morning  Chronicle 
continues: — 

<<  General  Espartero  has  written  a  dispatch  to  the 
Minister  of  War,  in  which,  after  speaking  in  the 
highest  terms  of  the  gallantry,  judgment,  and 
activity  displayed  in  the  late  operations  before 
Bilbao  by  Colonel  Wylde,  and  the  ofiBcers  and 
men  of  the  British  navy  and  army, — he  sends 
a  list  of  the  names  of  the  officers  whom  he  re» 
commends  for  the  decoration  of  the  distinguished 
order  of  Isabella  la  Caiolica,  and  of  the  men 
who  are  to  have  the  order  of  Isabel  II.;  and 
in  b^ging  that  her  Majesty  will  approve  of  the 
same,  he  proposes  also  that  the  insignia  of  these 
Orders  shall  be  sent  to  him  immediately  at  the 
expense  of  Government,  in  order  that  he  may 
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himself  place  them  on  the  breast  of  each  individiialt 
after  the  permission  of  the  British  Government 
shall  have  been  obtained.  The  General  also  pro- 
poses that  a  pension  shall  be  granted  by  the 
Spanish  Government  to  the  widow  and  children  of 
the  late  Mr.  Rawle,  master  carpenter  of  the  Binff- 
dovty  who,  you  will  remember,  was  lulled  by  a 
cannon-ball  whilst  preparing  to  mount  the  carron- 
ades  belonging  to  the  Saracen  in  a  battery  above 
Burcena.  Nothing,  in  feet,  can  be  more  gratifying 
than  the  manner  in  which  the  General  and  every 
<^cer  and  man  of  the  army  express  themselves 
with  regard  to  the  British  forces  who  have  been 
co-operating  with  the  Queen*s  troops  during  the 
siege." 

REPORT    OF  GENltRAL  ESPARTERO   ON    THE  VIC- 
TORY   OF  LUCHANA. 

Head-quarten,  Bilbao,  Dec  SS. 

Excellent  Sir, — The  privations  and  suffer- 
ings of  the  troops  I  command  have  at  length  been 
worthily  rewarded.  Yesterday  at  four  o'clock  p.m.  I 
ordered  the  embarkment  of  the  light  companies  in- 
trusted with  the  carrying  of  the  enemy's  battery  at 
Luchana.  In  spite  of  the  abundant  fall  of  snow,  the 
operation  was  successfully  accomplished,  in  a  few 
moments,  (thanks  to  the  bravery  and  enthusiasm  of 
those  troops,  and  to  the  efficient  co-operation  of  the 
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British  and  Spanish  Navy,)  and  the  bridge  was  taken 
possession  of.  The  enemy  had  broken  it,  but  in  an 
hour  and  a  half  it  was  re-established.  The  enemy 
concentrated  imposing  forces,  and  hastened  to  that 
spot  Akeady  night  had  begun.  Rain,  snow  and 
hail  beat  most  tempestuously.  The  loss  sustained 
by  the  army  in  the  many  hours  of  action  has  been 
considerable.  The  moments  were  critical,  but  vi- 
gorous bayonet  charges  rendered  us  masters  of  all 
the  positions,  and  ended  in  the  raising  the  siege 
of  this  town,  which  I  have  entered  to  day.  All 
the  ammunition,  and  immense  stores  have  re- 
mained in  our  hands.  We  have  taken  eighteen 
or  twenty  pieces  of  ordnance,  most  of  them  heavy 
pounders.  The  bearer  of  this  official  bulletin  will, 
as  an  eye-witness,  give  your  Excellency  the  de- 
tails. I  cannot  say  more,  owing  to  the  precipitate 
departure  of  the  steamer  with  these  despatches, 
but  I  shall  send  a  circumstantial  bulletin  of  all  the 
operations. 

THE  GENERAL  ORDER  ISSUED  BY  ESFARTERO  ON 
THE  26th  of  DEa  IN  BILBAO. 

Soldiers — All  that  can  be  said  in  your  praise  will 
be  uttered  by  the  whole  world  on  learning  the 
battie  you  have  gained.  My  heart  is  beside  itself 
witii  pleasure  at  seeing  its  best  wishes  fulfilled,  and 
so  lost  in  admiration  of  your  valour,  that  I  cannot 
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develop  my  ideas,  or  coolly  describe  your  unex- 
ampled triumph. 

The  memorable  day  of  the  24th  was  most  tem- 
pestuous. A  dreadful  hurricane  and  heavy  snow 
mingled  with  hail  did  but  increase  your  ardour. 
In  your  cheerless  bivouac  I  heard  you  express  only 
your  anxious  wishes,  that  the  night  might  prove  for- 
tunate for  Bilbao.  With  soldiers  possessed  of  such 
spirit,  what  enterprise  could  a  General  hesitate  to 
undertake  ?  It  was  necessary  to  wait  for  the  tide, 
in  order  that  the  rafts  and  boats  might  reach  the 
broken  bridge  of  Luchana  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Asua.  Four  in  the  evening  arrived.  The 
companies  of  cafodaresj  commanded  by  the  brave 
Ulibarrena,  embarked.  The  trincaduras  of  our 
marine  protected  the  convoy.  The  English  and 
Spanish  batteries,  with  the  forces  previously  placed 
in  the  tower  of  Luchana,  fiivoured  the  embarkation. 
At  this  moment  a  dense  fall  of  snow  prevented 
every  object  from  being  distinguished.  But  the 
victors,  inflamed  by  the  sound  of  cannon  and  of 
trumpets,  poured  forth  repeated  acclamations  of 
**  Viva  la  Meyna  y  lAhertad  P*  To  leap  ashore, 
to  seize  the  battery  on  the  road,  rout  the  enemy, 
to  climb  Monte  de  Cabras,  and  capture  the  battery 
there,  was  the  work  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  But 
these  companies  were  too  insignificant  a  force  with 
which  to  break  the  enemy's  lines.     It  was  neces- 
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sary  to  re-establish  the  bridge  of  LuchaDa,  in 
order  to  facilitate  the  passage  of  the  rest  of  the 
army.  The  materials  in  readiness  allowed  our 
Engineers  to  prepare  this  bridge  with  solidity  and 
haste.  But  the  enemy  assembled  to  defend  their 
formidable  heights;  and  we  have  to  lament,  sol- 
diers, the  loss  of  many  valiant  comrades  of  the 
second  division,  who  had  sworn  to  die  rather  than 
retreat. 

It  was  necessary  to  reinforce  them.  After 
many  hours  of  deadly  fire,  the  moment  appeared 
critical;  and  the  presence  of  your  General  was 
demanded.  I  flew  to  the  centre  of  the  hot  combat, 
at  the  head  of  the  battalion  of  Colonel  Minuissir's 
brigade,  in  order  to  decide  the  victory.  I  foresaw 
that  we  should  achieve  it  from  your  prolonged  and 
enthusiastic  ^  Vivas  P  Let  us  give  our  tribute  of 
praise  to  the  column  which,  without  a  shot,  dis* 
lodged  the  enemy  with  the  bayonet  from  the  sum- 
mit of  the  Banderas,  capturing  the  battery  which 
had  worked  us  so  much  disaster,*and,  afterwards,  all 
the  successive  positions  as  far  as  Bilbao !  Let  us 
bestow  our  contempt  on  certain  cowards  who  would 
not  follow  the  example  of  such  heroism,  and  whose 
punishment  I  still  hold  in  reserve. 

Soldiers !  the  pride  of  thirty  Carlist  battalions 
has  been  humbled  and  crushed  by  your  valour. 
A  multitude  of  prisoners,   twenty-five  pieces  of 
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Artillery,  the  greater  part  of  large  calibre, — a  quan- 
tity of  ammunition,  an  immense  mo/meZ,  magazines, 
transports,  hospitals,  all  were  the  prize  of  your 
▼alour  I  Heroic  Bilbao !  its  worn  and  suffering 
garrison  could  not  believe  that  it  was  its  liberators 
who  crowned  the  heights  of  Bauderas,  and  had 
driven  the  rebel  hordes  from  Olaveaga  ! 

In  leading  you  from  Portugalete  I  promised  to 
lead  you  to  victory : — ^and  you  offered  your  blood !  I 
have  fulfilled  my  promise,  and  you  have  kept  your^s. 
Recompense  remains  as  my  only  duty  towards 
those  who  distinguished  themselves,  and  who  shall 
see  their  reward  in  my  General  Order  of  to-morrow. 

How  immense  has  been  our  triumph  I  Receive 
my  gratitude ;  prepare  to  reap  all  the  fruits  of  so 
memorable  a  battle,  fought  after  so  many  partial 
actions  and  forty  days  of  ptunful  operations !  Pre- 
pare for  the  new  triumphs  that  await  you  !  Proud 
of  having  led  you  to  victory,  your  General  will  know 
how  to  reward  the  brave ! 

ESPARTERO. 


The  letter  of  Colonel  Wylde  to  Lord  Palmer- 
ston  may  also  find  an  appropriate  place  here,  as 
confirmatory  of  the  extent  of  British  interference. 
The  error  respecting  the  capture  of  '<  the  whole  of 
the  Artillery"  has  been  already  corrected.  Another 
mistake  should  also  be  rectified,   <<  The  Command- 
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ing  oflBcer  of  Artillery  and  Engineers"  was  not 
taken.  Neither  of  the  two  Generals  of  Artillery, 
(the  brothers  Montenegro)  nor  the  General  of  En- 
gineers (Sylvestre,)  ever  fell  into  Espartero's  hands. 
Commandante  Trovo  was  the  individual  captured. 

COLONEL   WYLDE's   DISPATCH    TO    LORD 

PALMERSTON. 

Bilbao,  Dec.  25. 

I  have  the  sincerest  satisfiEU^tion  of  informing 
your  Lordship  that  the  siege  of  Bilbao  was  raised, 
and  General  Espartero  entered  the  city  at  the 
head  of  his  advanced  guard  early  this  morning,  and 
the  rest  of  the  army  are  at  this  moment  defiling 
through  and  taking  up  their  cantonments  round  it 

The  enemy  have  been  completely  routed,  and 
the  whole  of  the  artillery  captured,  as  well  as  the 
Commanding  officer  of  Artillery  and  Engineers, 
and  a  considerable  number  of  prisoners ;  but  I  can- 
not give  your  Lordship  the  details  at  present. 

The  attack  commenced  about  four  yesterday 
afternoon  with  eight  picked  companies,  who  were 
embarked  in  launches  and  rafts  opposite  the 
Desierto  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the 
foremost  launches  being  towed  by  the  crews  of  the 
Ringdove  and  Saracen^  Captain  Lapidge  and  Lieu- 
tenant Le  Hardy  leading  in  their  gigs,  covered  by 
four  Spanish  gun-boats,  and  protected  by  the  fire 
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of  the  Spani$h  and  British  Royal  and  Marine 
Artillery,  the  latter  under  the  command  of  Mi^or 
Colquhoun.  In  this  order  they  pushed  on  past 
the  enemy's  advanced  battery,  and  landed  the 
troops  immediately  in  its  rear,  with  scarody  any 
loss;  the  enemy  abandoning  both  it  and  their 
entrenchments  on  the  broken  bridge  of  Luchana 
almost  immediately.  This  point  gained,  the  rafts 
were  moored  alongside  the  bridge,  to  enable  the 
column  that  marched  along  the  quay  to  advance, 
until  the  engineers  could  repair  the  bridge.  The 
enemy  appear  to  have  been  taken  completely  by 
surprise,  not  being  able  to  observe  the  embarkatio& 
of  the  troops  in  conseqaenoe  of  a  heavy  &11  of  snow 
at  the  time ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  cheers  of 
the  troops  giving  them  warning  of  their  approadi, 
many  prisoners  would  have  been  made  here*  As 
soon  as  the  battalions  passed  the  bridge  they 
formed,  and  pushed  up  the  heights  of  Cabras,  lead- 
ing to  the  Banderas;  and  gained  possession  ^  then 
before  the  Carlists  could  collect  force  «M>ugh  to 
prevent  their  establishing  themselves.  About  nine 
o'clock,  however,  the  Carlists  made  a  desperate 
attempt  to  dislodge  them,  and  partly  effected  their 
object,  which  they  repeated  three  times  during  the 
night,  but  were  at  length  finally  repulsed,  after 
four  or  five  hours'  hard  fighting;  and  General 
Espartero,  placing  himself  at  the  head  of  two  bat- 
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talions,  carried  the  enemy's  battery  of  three  heavy 
gvaiSj  and  the  height  and  fort  of  Banderas  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet  From  this  moment  the  flight 
of  the  enemy  commenced,  the  main  body  by  the 
Durango  road,  and  the  rest,  (who  had  been  left  to 
observe  Bilbao,)  over  two  bridges  of  boats  they  had 
oonstrncted  opposite  the  village  of  Olaveaga,  which 
they  had  not  time  to  destroy. 

I  cannot  yet  ascertain  the  loss  on  the  part  of 
the  Queen's  troops,  but  it  has  been  severe ;  the  two 
battalions  of  guards  alone  having  lost  nine  officers 
killed  and  twenty-three  wounded,  and  nearly  500 
men.  Bilbao  appears  to  have  suffered  consider- 
ably, one  of  its  suburbs  being  nearly  entirely  in 
ruins.  I  believe  about  one  thousand  to  twelve 
hundred  of  its  garrison  have  been  killed  and 
wounded. 

I  can  assure  your  Lordship  that  it  is  impos- 
sible to  praise  too  highly  the  inde&tigable  zeal  and 
energy  which  has  been  displayed  by  Captain  Lap- 
idge,  Lieutenant  Le  Hardy,  Lieutenant  Otway 
and  all  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  Ringdove^ 
Saracen  and  Cometh  during  the  harassing  opera- 
tions carried  on  in  the  river  for  the  last  month; 
and  I  had  the  gratification  of  being  requested  by 
General  Espartero  to  convey  to  them  and  to 
Major  Colquhoun  and  Lieutenant  Vicars  of  the 
Engineers,  and  all  the  officers  under  them,  his 
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warmest  thanks  the  moment  he  entered  Bilbao, 
and  assurances  that  without  the  aid  of  the  British 
force  he  could  not  have  succeeded  in  relieving 
Bilbao.     I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)     J.  W.  Wylde,  Lieut-Colonel. 


The  dashing  style  in  which  Christino  successes 
are  increased  and  magnified  in  successive  bulletins 
is  illustrated  by  the  following  second-hand  article, 
published  by  Brigadier  Jauregui  on  the  raising  of 
the  siege.     It  is  dated  San  Sebastian,  Dec  29: — 

^^  After  an  obstinate  and  sanguinary  engagement 
on  the  24th,  which  lasted  from  four  in  the  afternoon 
till  six  the  following  morning,  the  Queen's  troops 
made  their  victorious  entry  into  Bilbao.  Our  loss 
was  800  men  put  hors  de  combat;  that  of  the  rebels 
is  nearly  1,000.  We  have  taken  from  them  25 
pieces  of  cannon  and  a  quantity  of  ammunition. 
The  enemy  retreated  in  disorder  towards  Galda- 
cano  and  Durango,  and  we  are  informed  that  a 
number  of  the  insurgent  Biscayans  have  left  the 
Carlist  army.  This  glorious  victory,  to  which  the 
batteries  of  the  English  Navy  have  powerfully  con- 
tributed, has  been  gained  amidst  a  tremendous 
storm  of  rain  and  snow.  The  bravery  of  our  troops 
was  never  more  brilliantly  displayed  than  on  this 
occasion,  on  which  they  have  conquered  an  enemy 
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placed  in  a  most  formidable  position.    On  the  27tl)9 
860  prisoners  were  broagbt  into  Bilbao. 

(Signed)  "  Jauregui." 

Here  15  cannons  magnified  to  25!  260  killed 
and  wounded,  blown  up  to  1000!  65  prisoners  to 
860 ;  et  ceteris  paribus.    The  follbwing  is  the 

ADDRESS   TO   LORD  JOHN   HAY  BY  THE  CONSTITU- 
TIONAL  CORTES    OF   THE   SPANISH    NATION. 

My  Lord, — The  General  Cortes  of  the  Spanish 
nation  beheld  with  singular  satisfaction  the  noble 
conduct  of  your  Lordship  during  the  important  ser- 
vices which  the  ships  of  the  British  Rojral  Navy, 
and  other  forces  under  your  command,  have  ren- 
dered to  the  national  cause  on  every  occasion. 
Your  Lordship  did  more — ^you  sought  them  anx- 
iously, and  your  zeal  and  valour  turned  them  to 
still  greater  advantage  in  the  memorable  siege  of 
Bilbao.  The  whole  of  Spain  felt  grateful  to  you, 
and,  considering  herself  bound  to  give  to  the 
world  a  public  manifestation  of  her  sentiments, 
the  Cortes  have  framed  a  decree,  of  which  the  en- 
closed is  a  copy.  Receive  it,  my  Lord,  as  a  testi- 
mony of  g^titude  and  consideration  towards  your- 
self, and  to  the  individuals  who  were  acting  imder 
your  orders  in  so  marked  a  victory,  which  has  ex- 
cited the  gratitude  and  admiration  of  the  n&tional 
congress. 
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In  executing  the  agpreeable  commission  with 
which  the  Cortes  have  charged  me,  I  beg  your 
Lordship  will  be  so  good  as  to  accept  the  distin- 
guished consideration  and  respect  with  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  be  your  Lordship's,  &c. 

(Signed)       Joaquin  Maria  de  Ferrer, 


Palace  of  the  Cortes,  Jan.  14, 1837* 

Commodore  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Hay, 

commanding  hit  Britannic  Migea^a  Squadron 
on  the  coast  of  Cantabria. 


His  Majesty's  steam  ship. 
Passages,  Jan.  SO,  1837. 

Excellent  Sir, — I  feel  it  impossible  to  express 
to  your  Excellency  the  high  g^ratification  with  which 
myself,  the  officers  and  men  composing  the  British 
force  employed  on  the  coast  of  Cantabria,  hare  re- 
ceived the  distinguished  honour  the  Constitutional 
Cortes  of  this  great  and  enli^tened  nation  haire 
been  pleased  to  confer  upon  us. 

If,  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  imposed  on  me 
by  the  government  of  my  gracious  Sovereign,  I 
have  had  the  good  fortune  in  any  degree  to  aid 
the  Constitutional  cause  of  her  Catholic  Majesty 
and  her  people,  I  feel  that  the  services  performed 
by  the  British  Squadron  have  been  more  than 
amply  and  generously  rewarded  by  this  spontaneous 
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mark  of  approbation  of  the  assembled  Oenend 
Cortes. 

The  brilliant  example  of  heroism  and  of  every 
virtue  diat  can  attach  to  lojralty  and  true  patriotism 
exhibited  by  the  commercial  city  of  Bilbao  during 
the  late  siege,  must  have  a  happy  influence  on  the 
future  events  of  this  contest;  while  the  cordial 
union  which  exists  between  the  British  and  Spanish 
nations  g^ves  an  earnest  that  these  friendly  ties 
will  become  every  day  closer,  and  of  increasing 
mutual  prosperity. 

In  thus  conveying  to  the  Constitutional  Cortes, 
through  the  medium  of  your  Excellency,  the  sin- 
cere acknowledgments  of  myself,  the  officers,  and 
men  composing  the  British  Squadron  under  my  com- 
mand, for  the  distinguished  honour  conferred  upon 
us,  I  beg  your  Excellency  will  accept  the  high  ex- 
pression of  esteem  and  consideration  with  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  be.  Excellent  Sir,  your  Excel- 
lency's most  obedient  servant, 

John  Hay, 

Commodore  in  command  of  his  Britannic 
Mm'esty*!  Squadron  employed  on  the 
north  coast  of  8|iain. 


On  the  6th  of  February,  the  principal  church  of 
San  Sebastian  exhibited  a  scene  of  solemn  pomp, 
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of  which  a  previous  notificatioa  had  been  formally 
pven  to  all  who  were  invited  to  assist  at  it,  by 
the  civil  and  military  authorities.     It  being  deter- 
mined that  a  grand  requiem  should  be  chanted,  in 
conformity  with  the  usual  rites  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic Church,  for  the  repose  of  the  souls  of  those 
men  who  fell  while  defending  Bilbao,  the  Spanish 
troops  of  the  line,  followed  by  the  Urbanos  and 
Chapelgorris,  formed  in  procession  at  an   early 
hour,  moving  on  with  reversed  arms,  and  having 
their  colours  bound  round  with  black  crape.     All 
the  principal  officers  of  the  Legion  attended  on  the 
occasion,  headed  by  General  Evans ;  and  Lord  John 
Hay,  with  the  officers  of  his  department,  walked 
along  in  the  order  prescribed  by  their  several  gra*- 
dations  of  rank.     In  the  centre  of  the  church  a 
large  catafalque^  or  funereal  monument,  was  erect- 
ed.     It  was  surmounted  with  the  national  flag, 
and  had  on  the  sides  appropriate  inscriptions  in 
Latin  and  Spanish.     Lord  John  Hay  took  his  sta- 
tion with  the  Alcalde  and  other  civic  functionaries 
to  the  right  of  the  grand  altar,  and  General  Evans 
sat  upon  the  left,  having  next  to  him  the  Spanish 
Admiral  and  General  Chichester,  while  the  staff 
and  other  officers  ranged  themselves  along  in  front 
of  the  catcLfalque.     The  music  was  admirably  exe- 
cuted throughout,  and,  as  a  state  affair,  the  whole 
ceremony  passed  off  as  well  as  could  be  expected. 
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The  sensation  produced  at  Madrid,  by  the  news 
of  the  relief  of  Bilbao,  proved  full  well  in  what 
a  vulnerable  point  the  Queen's  authority  had  been 
assailed,  and  well  nigh  shaken  to  its  centre.  The 
following  brief  details  are  collected  from  the 
statements  of  the  correspondents  of  the  Morning 
Postj  the  Morning  Herald^  and  the  Morning 
Chronicle,  resident  in  the  Spanish  capital. 

New  yearns  day  was  ushered  in  with  peals  from 
the  bells  of  Madrid,  all  of  which  were  put  into 
requisition,  to  celebrate  the  triumph  of  the  Queen's 
arms  before  Bilbao.  As  a  matter  of  course,  an  ex- 
traordinary Gazette  was  published,  with  a  short 
despatch  from  Espartero,  announcing  the  intelli- 
gence. The  theatres,  the  public  establishments, 
and  the  houses  of  the  partisans  of  the  present 
institutions  were  illuminated.  Next  day  the  public 
prints  were  loud  in  praise  of  the  heroic  General-in- 
Chief,  who,  for  a  long  time  before,  had  been  the 
object  of  the  bitterest  and  most  envenomed  attacks 
of  the  press.  **  Bilbao  is  saved !"  exclaims  a  writer 
in  one  of  these  journals,  ^^and  the  rebels  have 
experienced  before  its  gates,  the  death-blow  which 
annihilates  their  hopes  for  ever!  Glory  to  the 
valientes^who  have  acquired  eternal  renown  !  Glory 
to  the  first  of  free  towns ! — Glory  to  the  invincible 
BUbao  I" 

The  sitting  of  the  Cortes  of  the  2nd  of  January, 
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was  almost  exdiuively  occupied  in  paneg^yrics  upon 
its  valiant  defendersy  and  in  discussing  pnqposals  of 
honours  and  rewards  to  the  survirors  in  the  eon* 
flict 

Long  before  the  appointed  hoiff^  the  galleries 
were  filled  with  anxious  spectators ;  and  after  the 
Chamber  had  elected  Messrs.  Ferrer)  Olozaga,  and 
Fernandez  Vallejo,  for  the  offices  of  President, 
Vice-President,  and  Secretary,  during  the  month  of 
January,  a  proposal,  declaring  <<  that  the  defenders 
of  Bilbao,  and  the  General  and  troops  that  had 
raised  the  siege  of  that  city,  deserved  well  of  their 
country,''  was  put  in  and  read. 

The  Minister  of  War  then  rose  and  read  E&- 
partero's  Dispatch,  which  was  received  with  the 
greatest  applause. 

The  Minister  of  the  Interior,  Senor  Lopez,  next 
addressed  the  house  in  a  speech  of  extraordinary 
grandiloquence.  He  said,  <<  From  the  commence- 
ment of  the  siege  of  Bilbao^  the  government  was 
convinced  of  the  necessity  of  raising  it  at  all  hazard. 
We  were  aware  that  the  Pretender  was  most  anx- 
ious to  take  possession  of  that  city,  which  circum- 
stance would  afford  him  ample  means  of  prosecuting 
his  attempts  against  the  liberty  of  the  nation ;  and 
it  was  for  this  reason  that  we  gave  the  strictest 
orders  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  spare  no 
sacrifice  necessary  to  raise  the  si^;e.    Success  has 
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crowned  the  efforts  of  the  government,  and  the 
ardent  wishes  of  all  good  Spaniards.  The  Cortes 
have  heard  all  that  has  passed*  Every  thing  is  ad- 
mirable, sublime,  and  heroic.  With  such  com- 
manders and  soldiers,  Seiiores,  nothing  is  impos- 
sible, nothing  is  difficult.  They  can  do.  what  they 
like,  and  (rising  in  emphasis),  command  destiny 
iisdfl — They  scale  Heaven,  and  realise  the  fable 
of  the  Titans  I  Our  army  has  not  fought  alone  an 
enemy  tenaciously  bent  upon  his  purposes  and 
operations,  possessing  formidable  positions,  whose 
valour  and  despair  had  collected  all  his  resources. 
No,  it  has  fought  nature  itself,  and  the  fury  of  the 
elements  let  loose  upon  it; — ^yet  even  over  the 
elements  it  has  triumphed/  'Midst  the  darkness  of 
the  night,  and  benumbed  with  cold,  they  were  for  a 
while  obliged  to  yield  to  the  fury  of  the  tempest ; 
they  fell  back,  but  'twas  only  for  a  moment  They 
then  rushed  forward  to  the  strife,  vanquished  their 
opponents,  and  again  unfurled  the  banner  of  liberty. 
There  is  a  particular  drcumstance  connected  with 
the  noble  feat  of  arms  which  our  troops  have 
achieved,  and  which,  I  believe,  can  only  be  related 
of  Spanish  soldiers.  At  midnight,  and  chilled  to 
death,  they  were  obliged  to  huddle  together,  and 
cover  their  persons  with  the  dead  bodies  of  friends 
and  foes,  by  way  of  shelter  against  the  inclemency 
of  the  weather !  Assailed  by  the  tempest—drenched 
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with  raiii,  snow,  and  hail,  in  the  depth  of  a  terrible 
nighty  the  Spanish  army  has  proved  superior  to' 
every  obstacle  of  art  or  nature;  and  it  was  not 
obliged  to  exclaim,  like  a  celebrated  chief  of  anti- 
quity, at  the  siege  of  a  city,  perhaps  not  more 
famous  than  Bilbao, — ^  Great  Jove,  give  us  the 
light  of  day,  and  then,  if  you  like,  take  part  against 
us!' — No,  our  soldiers  know  how  to  conquer  in  the 
midst  of  darkness  as  well  as  in  the  light  of  day. 
They  want  the  solar  rays  only  to  illumine  their 
triumph,  and  show  the  radiant  standard  of  liberty 
waving  over  the  fields  and  mountains  of  Bilbao^ 
whilst  the  corpses  of  slain  enemies  serve  it  for  a  throne! 
Their  deeds  exceed  all  exaggeration,  as  their  merit 
exceeds  any  recompense  that  can  be  offered  to 
them  by  their  country !  The  government  will  re- 
munerate their  services;  but  the  greatest  reward 
for  these  brave  warriors  will  be  the  satisfaction  of 
having  saved  their  brethren  of  Bilbao,  and  for  ever 
ensured  their  country's  happiness.  The  inextin- 
guishable aureola  of  glory  ^vill  play  upon  their 
brows,  and  light  them  to  the  tomb  on  which  im- 
mortality will  for  ever  repose !  This  triumph  is 
but  the  prelude  of  others  more  splendid  which 
await  us.  Government  will  not  sleep  in  the  arms 
of  victory.  We  shall  assemble  all  our  forces, 
invade  the  very  heart  of  the  Faction,  take  posses- 
sion of  the  Pretender's  court,  and  there  raise  a 
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trophy  to  national  justice  and  liberty,  with  an  in- 
scription which,  similar  to  that  attached  by  a  neigh- 
bouring country  to  one  of  its  rebellious  cities,  shall 
declare — ^  This  place  was  the  nucleus  of  the  war 
waged  against  liberty: — ^it  has  ceased  to  exist.' " 

When  Senor  Lopez  concluded  his  speech,  pro- 
posals, **  returning  thanks  to  the  Spanish  and  Eng- 
lish Naval  forces  on  the  station,  and  requesting 
that  an  autograph  communication  expressive  of  the 
satisfaction  of  the  CdHes,  should  be  addressed  by 
the  President  to  the  Corporation  of  Bilbao, — ^to 
the  Commanders  of  its  National  Militia— to  Ge- 
neral Espartero, — to  the  commander  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's Naval  forces  on  the  northern  station, — and 
to  Lord  John  Hay," — ^were  read  and  adopted  unani- 
mously* 

M.  Lujan  dwelt  at  length  on  the  heroic  conduct 
of  the  Army  of  the  north,  declaring : — *'  The  siege 
of  Bilbao  will  eternize  the  gallantry,  valour,  and 
serenity  of  the  Spanish  soldier.  Whilst  the  troops, 
who  style  themselves  the  descendants  and  inheri- 
tors of  the  conquerors  of  Austerlitz  and  Marengo, 
of  the  men,  who  declared  themselves  invincible 
at  Moscow,  at  Jena,  who  conquered  at  Leutzen, 
and  at  the  battle  of  the  Pyramids, — whilst  those 
troops  were  vanquished  by  the  elements  at  Con- 
stantina,  the  soldiers  of  Espartero  overcame  the 
elements  themselves !'' 
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M.  Domenech  observed,  *<The  British  Naval 
forces  have  done  as  much,  nay,  more  than  cooU 
be  e3Epected  from  them.  Oar  own  have  per- 
formed prodigies  of  valour;  but  it  may  be  said, 
they  are  Spaniards ;  they  fight  for  their  country 
and  liberty ;  and  the  enthusiasm  which  fires  their 
bosoms  suffices  to  render  them  brave :  but  the  Bri* 
tish  sailors,  who  have  behaved  so  nobly  at  Bilbao^ 
did  not  fight  for  their  country.  We  have  to  stn^ 
gle  both  for  our  country  and' our  liberties.  They 
possess  bolh^  and  therefore  the  Committee  of  Na> 
tional  Rewards  should  not  forget  what  has  been  so 
disinterestedly  done  by  them,  when  the  h<moars  of 
the  victory  are  to  be  distributed.  I  am  so  over- 
powered by  my  feelings,  that  I  cannot  continue. 
Long  live  Bilbao  the  firee  !** 

A  proposal,  signed  by  several  deputies^  calling 
upon  the  Cortes  to  have  the  blank  tablet  in  the 
Chamber  filled  up  with  the  following  inscription, 
was  read,  and  approved : — <*  To  the  immortal  Bil- 
bao—to its  heroic  defenders — and  to  the  valiant 
Liberating  Army,  the  Spanish  nation  vows  eternal 
gratitude.'* 

Voluntary  donations  were  made  for  the  relief  of 
the  sufferers  by  the  siege.  At  the  head  of  the  list 
appeared  tiie  name  of  Senor  Mendizabal  for  four 
thousand  reals  (about  forty  pounds  sterling). 
None  of  the  Ministers  subscribed  a  higher  amount 
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than  this.  Don  Miguel  Santa  Maria,  Envoy  Ebc- 
traordinary  from  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  and  his 
colleagues,  presented  to  the  Government  20,000 
reals  as  a  gift  from  the  Legation  to  be  applied  to 
the  relief  of  the  orphans  and  widows  of  those  who 
had  Mien  in  the  struggle.  The  bank  of  San 
Fernando  and  other  public  offices,  followed  the 
example,  and  the  National  Guards  subscribed  very 
liberally. 

The  Stock  Elxchaifj^e,  of  course,  felt  the  move- 
ment imparted  to  all  minds.  On  the  first  day  the 
prices  upon  all  stock  went  up  five  per  cent.  The 
public  treasury  also  felt  the  effects  of  the  increas- 
ing confidence  in  the  stability  of  the  Christino 
Government 

Senor  Mendizabal  pointed  to  Bilbao  as  a  proof 
of  the  accuracy  of  his  prediction  of  September, 
1835,  that  the  civil  war  might  be  terminated  by 
national  resources;  and  all  the  public  men  who 
had  been  prominent  in  their  opposition  to  the 
introduction  of  French  bayonets  into  Spain, 
claimed  the  issue  of  this  trial  of  strength,  as  the 
triumph  of  their  opinions  and  the  justification  of 
their  confidence !  Col.  Wylde  was  again  forgotten  ! 

In  the  Gazette  of  the  4th  January,  appeared  the 
following 

<<  ROYAL   DECREE. 

«<  Desiring  to  reward  in  the  most  solemn  manner 
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the  sufferings  and  virtues,  as  well  of  the  valiant 
defenders  of  Bilbao  in  the  protracted  and  vigorous 
siege,  which,  for  the  third  time,  it  has  just  sustain- 
ed,— as  of  the  troops  which  with  so  much  glory, 
delivered  that  town  from  the  enemy  during  the 
memorable  days  of  the  24th  and  25tJi  of  last  De- 
cember ; — I  have  decreed,  in  accordance  with  my 
Council  of  Ministers,  in  the  name  of  my  exalted 
daughter  Queen  Isabel  11.  as  follows: — 

"Article  1.  I  declare  with  all  the  force  of  my 
maternal  love,  the  town  of  Bilbao,  its  garrison  and 
National  Militia,  the  General-in-chief  Don  Bal- 
domero  Espartero,  the  army  under  his  command, 
the  National  Marine,  the  British  auxiliary  force, 
and  all  the  individuals,  as  well  Spanish  as  English, 
who  in  a  manner  so  heroic  have  defended,  liberated, 
and  co-operated  in  saving  that  immortal  place,  and 
whose  brilliant  efforts  have  concurred  to  give  a  day 
of  glory  to  the  nation, — to  have  fully  responded  to 
my  hopes,  and  to  equally  deserve  my  gratitude. 

«  Art  2.  The  town  of  Bilbao  will  add  the  tide 
of  *  invincible'  to  those  which  it  already  enjoys  of 
'  most  noble  and  loyal,* 

"  Art.  3.  The  corporation  of  the  invincible  town 
of  Bilbao  will  be  entitled  henceforth  to  the  style  of 
*  Excellency '  in  its  corporate  capacity,  and  each 
of  its  members  to  the  appellation  of  <  Lordship' 
(Sehoria)  during  his  period  of  office. 


ESPARTERO  MADE   COUNT   OF   LUCHANA.    209 

"  Art  4.  I  grant  to  all  the  battalions  of  the  gar- 
rison of  Bilbao  and  of  its  national  militia,  the  use 
in  their  banners  of  the  insignia  of  the  military 
order  of  San  Fernando. 

*<  The  like  privilege  I  grant  to  all  the  corps  of 
the  Liberating  Army  which  have  most  distinguished 
themselves  in  the  judgment  of  the  General-in-Chief. 

**  Art.  5.  confers  a  cross  of  distinction  upon  the 
defenders  of  Bilbao  with  the  motto — ^  I  defended 
the  invincible  town  of  Bilbao  in  its  third  siege,  1836.' 

<<  Art.  6.  confers  the  same  cross,  with  the  words 
<  I  saved  Bilbao,'  to  all  soldiers,  officers,  and  chiefs 
of  the  Liberating  Army,  and  to  all  the  individuals  of 
the  national  and  allied  marine,  military  and  mer- 
cantile, who  contributed  gloriously  and  effectively 
to  raise  the  siege  of  Bilbao. 

^<  Art  7.  grants  to  Don  Baldomero  Espartero  and 
his  lineal  descendants  the  order  of  NbbUity  of  Cas- 
tile, with  the  denomination  of  Count  of  Luchana. 

<<  Art.  8.  directs  that  on  Sunday,  5th  February 
next,  shall  be  performed  in  all  cathedrals,  and 
parish  churches  throughout  the  kingdom,  religious 
solemnities  in  memory  of  the  brave  men  slain  in 
defence  of  Bilbao. 

<*  Art.  9.  My  government  will  propose  to  the 
Cortes,  firstly,  that  all  edifices  of  private  property 
which  have  been  destroyed  by  the  besieging  faction 
of  the  invincible  Bilbao  shall  be  restored  at  the  cost 
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of  the  nation.  Secondly,  that  also  at  the  cost  of  the 
nadoD,  when  its  circumstances  shall  permit,  shall 
be  erected  in  the  most  convenient  ^t  of  the  in- 
vincible Bilbao  an  appropriate  and  majestic  monu- 
ment to  record  to  posterity  its  value  and  patriotism 
in  the  sieges  it  has  sustained  against  a  fratricidal 
faction.  Thirdly,  that  to  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  the  defenders  and  liberators  of  Bilbao,  be  granted 
the  pensions  to  which  respectively  they  shall  be 
deemed  entitled ;  this  charge  forming  henceforth  a 
separate  head  in  the  general  estimates  of  the  nati<Hi. 
<<  Art  10.  The  Governor  of  Bilbao,  the  General- 
in-chief  of  the  army,  and  the  Commandant  of  the 
Naval  forces  which  have  assisted,  will  propose  to  me 
without  delay  such  other  rewards  as  individuab 
under  their  command  may  have  earned*" 

*'  Palace,  Jan.  3, 1637." 


In  the  sitting  of  the  6th  instant  the  Committee 
of  National  Rewards  proposed  the  following  Bill  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Cortes : — 

''  Article  1.  The  defenders  of  Bilbao,  and  the 
army  and  navy,  as  well  Spanish  as  English,  who 
contributed  towards  raising  the  siege,  deserve  well 
of  the  country. 

«  Art  2.  The  President  of  the  Cortes  shall  write 
an  autograph  letter  to  the  General-in-diief,  Don 
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Baldomero  Espartero^  in  testimony  of  the  nation's 
gratitude,  directing  him  to  return  thanks  in  the 
name  of  the  Cortes  to  all  the  Generals,  officers,  and 
troops,  as  well  of  the  Army  as  the  Navy  who  had 
assisted  in  the  defence  of  Bilbao,  or  in  raising  the 
nege ;  and  another  to  the  illustrious  Commodore  of 
his  Britannic  Majesty's  Naval  forcesstationed  on  the 
coast  of  Cantabria,  for  the  services  which  his  Ma- 
rines and  Sailors  have  rendered  to  our  cause ;  and 
finally,  another  to  the  Corporation  of  Bilbao,  to  the 
authorities,  the  national  Militia  and  inhabitants, 
which  is  to  be  read  every  year  on  the  25th  of  De- 
cember with  due  solemnity. 

"  Art  3.  The  ground  hitherto  occupied  by  the 
C^)nchin  convent  in  Madrid  is  to  be  destined  for  a 
square,  to  be  called  ^La,  Plaza  de  Bilbao^*  in  the 
centre  of  which  a  bronze  monument  of  elegant  and 
simple  construcdon,  is  to  be  erected  for  the  purpose 
of  perpetuating  the  glory  of  the  defenders  and  libe- 
rators of  that  invincible  town. 

*^  Art*  4^  The  government  shall  be  authorized — 
Ist,  to  defray  out  of  the  national  purse  the  recon- 
stnicdon  of  all  the  edifices  belonging  to  loyal  sub- 
jects which  had  been  destroyed  during  the  siege — 
2dly,  the  erection  of  a  simple  and  majestic  monu- 
ment, in  the  most  convenient  situation,  which  shall 
manifest  to  posterity  the  valour  displayed  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Bilbao  during  the  sieges  which  they 
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sustained  against  the  Carlist  £Eu;tion; — and  3dly, 
the  amount  of  the  pensions  which  may  be  accorded 
to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  defenders  and 
liberators  of  Bilbao." 


Mr.  Villiers,  the  British  Ambassador,  received  a 
splendid  serenade  from  the  inhabitants  of  Bilbao 
resident  in  Madrid,  in  token  of  the  gratitude  due 
to  his  countrymen  for  their  gallant  and  successful 
efforts  to  compel  the  Carlists  to  raise  the  siege. 

During  the  ensuing  Carnival  in  Madrid  the  pub- 
lic balls  were  very  fully  attended.  A  series  of  six 
was  given  in  the  grand  saloon  of  the  new  theatre 
of  the  Oriente,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  pakice, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  Bilbao 
and  were  attended  by  all  the  people  of  Madrid, 
great  and  small.  It  was  said  that  the  Queen  was 
there  once  incoff.  Her  sister,  the  wife  of  the  In- 
fante Don  Francisco,  certainly  attended  one.  The 
price  of  the  tickets  was  a  dollar  and  a  half;  and  as 
at  one  ball  there  were  six  thousand  persons,  the 
receipts  for  that  single  night  amounted  to  about 
1,800/. ;  a  very  handsome  contribution  from  the 
patriotic  masqueraders  of  Madrid. 

On  the  day  of  High  Carnival,  (Sunday)  the 
funeral  ceremony  for  the  souls  of  the  victims  of 
Bilbao  was  performed  with  great  pomp  and  solem- 
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nity  in  the  church  of  San  Isidro.  The  entire  body 
of  the  National  Guards  were  drawn  up  in  the 
street  of  Toledo,  reaching  from  the  Plaza  de  la 
Canstitucion  to  the  gate  of  Toledo,  about  a  mile 
in  length.  A  party  of  masquers  in  black,  to  per- 
sonate the  ghosts  of  the  slain  at  Bilbao,  paraded 
the  town,  bearing  emblematic  banners,  while  at- 
tendant bands  performed  appropriate  airs,  solemn 
and  patriotic  During  the  three  last  days  of  the 
Carnival,  when,  according  to  custom,  people  tra~ 
versed  the  Prado  and  the  open  streets  in  masks 
and  dominos  of  various  devices,  the  groups  passed 
amid  throngs  of  gazers  without  exciting  any 
stronger  feeling  than  that  which  was  evinced  in 
the  mere  idle  regard  of  ordinary  curiosity;  but 
the  ghosts  of  the  Bilbaonians  attracted  extraordi- 
nary attention. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Shortly  after  my  arrival  at  Bayonne,  an  article 
which  first  i^peared  in  the  Courier  (London) 
Newspaper,  reached  that  town  in  the  columns  of 
GaliffnanCs  Messenger^  and  created  not  a  little  sai^ 
prize  both  to  myself  and  my  friends  there.  On 
reaching  Durango  after  the  retreat  from  Bilbao^ 
I  had  written  to  Mr.  Mitchell,  the  resident  cor^ 
respondent  of  The  Morning  Herald^  at  Bayonne, 
a  gentleman  from  whom  I  had  received  mudi  kind 
attention  and  valuable  information  during  my 
short  sojourn  there,  and  whom  I  wished  to  q>prise 
of  my  safety  and  intention  of  returning  thither  for 
the  winter.  This  letter  Mr.  Mitchell  never  receiv- 
ed,— it  having  fidlen,  by  accident,  into  Christino 
hands,  by  whom  it  appears  to  have  been  mutilated, 
interpolated  and  altered  at  pleasure, — then  for- 
warded to  London,  where  a  Liberal  newspaper 
printed  it  as  genuine  for  the  enlightenment  of  a 
<^  generous  and  confiding  public."  I  have  marked 
in  italics  the  forged  interlineations,  which  struck  me 
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on  the  instant  I  perused  them,  as  expressions  and  ideas 
perfectly  foreign  to  me ;  but  my  memory  does  not 
extend  to  the  restoration  of  portions,  where  obvious 
erasures  have  been  made,  with  the  exception  of 
"  2000  reals,**  transmuted  into  a  ^*  couple  of  dol- 
lars" and  two  **  parcels  of  tea"  metamorphosed 
into  "  bottles  of  Scotch  whiskey  "  viz. : — 


INTERCEPTED  TORY  CORRESPONDENCE. 

(From  the  Courier,) 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  our  Correspondent  at 
San  Sebastian,  dated  January  5th : — <*  I  have  the 
pleasure  of  sending  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  inter- 
cepted and  delivered  to  Lieutenant-General  Evans 
to-day.  The  writer,  who  signs  himself  E.  B.  Ste- 
phens, is  undoubtedly  the  able  correspondent  of 
a  Morning  Tory  Paper,  who  writes  in  a  style 
scarcely  less  amusing  than  that  of  Walpole  him- 
self; and  as  tiie  letter  is  addressed  to  Mr.  Mitchell, 
the  correspondent  of  another  Morning  Tory  Paper, 
should  the  Tories  of  England  doubt  what  may  be 
stated  by  the  Liberals,  they  may  perhaps  be  in- 
clined to  give  credit  to  the  confidential  communi- 
cation of  two  of  their  own  best  friends.  I  have 
scarcely  a  moment  to  spare ;  nor  is  it  necessary, 
as  Mr.  Stephens's  letter  will  give  you  a  more  cor^ 
rect  idea  of  things  than  any  tiling  that  could  come 
from  San  Sebastian;  but  1  may  add  tibat  the  fi&ct 
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of  the  baggage  of  Lord  Ranelagh  having  been 
captured  cannot  be  doubted,  as  the  most  valuable 
articles  belonging  to  him  are  here  in  San  Sebastian, 
except  the  splendid  wigs  and  perfumery,  so  hu- 
morously described  by  his  friend*  His  drawing  of 
the  enemy's  lines  is  in  the  possession  of  General 
Evans,  and  I  believe  also  his  diary.  If  as  well 
written  as  Stephens's  letter,  and  properly  orna- 
mented with  a  drawing  of  his  Lordship,  in  the 
magnificent  dressing-gown,  it  will  be  a  literary 
gem.  You  must  know  that  the  action  was 
not  believed  serious  in  the  early  part  of  the 
night ;  and  that  the  Queen's  troops  actually  retir- 
ed, until  fresh  orders  were  sent  to  them  to  make 
good  their  positions.  It  would  be,  I  suppose^  on 
this  occasion,  that  his  Lordship  acted  the  part  of 
devil  incarnate,  and  slaughtered  his  foes ;  and  he 
would  then,  I  suppose,  go  to  bed  quietly,  never 
dreaming  they  would  have  the  audacity  to  disturb 
the  slumbers  of  Louis  XIV.,  and  rob  him  of  his 
wigs  and  perfumery.  His  Lordship  little  expected 
such  a  visit  In  the  room  he  had  occupied,  was 
found  a  book  open,  which  it  was  supposed  he  had 
been  reading,  when  the  news  of  *  They  are  coming  T 
forced  its  way  into  his  ears,  in  spite  of  his  wig. 
No  news  of  importance." 

**The  following  is  the  intercepted  letter  referred 
to  by  our  Correspondent: — 
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"  Durango,  Tuesday,  Dec  27- 

"  My  dear  Mitchell, — Thank  God  Fm  alive, 
and  I  write  to  tell  you  that  we  are  all  safe ;  that 
is  Ranelaghy  Butts  and  Son,  Humphrey  Bell  and 
myself;  toe  have  had  a  mast  infernal  drubbing.  What 
has  become  of  the  army  Heaven  knows ;  it  has  been 
a  complete  debacle.  I  know  little  more  than  that 
Elspartero  took  the  broken  bridge  of  Luchana  on 
Saturday  evening  because  it  was  not  defended  by 
a  sufficient  force.  Ranelagh  and  Bell  fought  like 
devilsj  charging  at  the  head  of  thirty  men  to  retake 
the  advanced  post;  but  a  scoundrelly  Captain  of 
the  6th  Regiment  of  Biscay,  who  I  hope  will  be 
publicly  disgraced,  said,  that  he  was  of  the  Reserve, 
and  drew  o£f  his  men,  so  that  our  friends  found 
themselves  fighting  against  Espartero  with  five 
Biscayans.  Que  voulez-vous?  The  Trincaduras 
came  sweeping  up,  and  clearing  the  causeway 
with  grape  shot ;  the  column  gained  a  footing  on 
the  hill,  and  made  a  hurra  on  the  Banderas,  which 
they  carried  before  the  dawn.  The  cry  along  our 
line  then  was  *  they  are  coming ; '  this  was  quite 
enough  for  me,  so  I  mounted  my  mule,  and  gat- 
lopped  off  ventre  a  terrcj  along  the  Camino  Real  de 
Munguia :  the  infantry  fled  through  the  snow  to 
Galdacano :  the  Prince  and  suite  with  the  artillery 
(i.  e.  all  that  was  saved),  to  Guernica.     Banelagh, 

VOL.  II.  L 
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Colonel  Butts  and  Son,  minus  their  baggage,  gain- 
ed the  same  place  on  foot — -poor  Randoffh^  in  a 
magnificent  dreuing-gown  a  la  Louig  Faurteendu 
llie  whole  of  hi$  baggage^  including  his  splendid 
toilette-case,  well  stocked  with  Delcrois^s  mod  ex- 
quisite perjvmery,  and  two  of  Truefifs  elaboraidf- 
made  wigs,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Christinas.  For 
myself)  I  rode  on,  without  a  peseta  in  my  pocket, 
to  find  out  the  Senora  Calle,  who  gave  me  a  cotqJe 
of  dollars  instead  of  two  hundred,  alleging  that  she 
would  probably  very  soon  be  in  Bayonne,  and 
therefore  would  then  pay  me  the  rest — cold  confort 
this  !  Entre  nous,  the  game  is  up,  and  I  shaO,  cut 
my  stick  ;  you  may,  therefore,  expect  to  see  me  in 
Bayonne  almost  immediately ;  to  tell  you  the  truth, 
Vm  dead  beaten.  I  hope  the  new  manifold  machine 
has  not  been  dispatched  hither  from  Bayonne; 
pray  write  and  tell  me,  if  I  have  any  diance  of 
finding  on  this  side  the  P3rrennee8,  my  surtout, 
umbrella,  and  the  two  botUes  of  Scotch  Whiskey^ 
(there's  no  swallowing  their  accursed  aguardiente ;) 
also  how  the  devil  I'm  to  get  across  the  frontier  to 
Irun  with  my  baggage,  and  whether  I  could  travel 
better  to  St  Juan  de  Luz,  with  or  without  my  mule: 
I  know  I  can  sell  her  at  Irun  for  what  she  cost  me 
at  Estella,  but  I  don't  know  if  I  can  manage  my 
baggage  so  as  to  avoid  delay  at  Behobie  without 
her  help ;  but  after  all,  sell  her  I  must,  fir  I  am 
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regularly  cleaned  out.  Tell  me  also  what  I  am  to 
say  to  the  people  at  the  passport-office  there  ?  I 
still  retain  my  Bayonne  receipt  for  my  English  one. 
Shall  I  bring  one  from  Don  Gtdielmo  Sierra?  The 
day  after  1  receive  your  letter,  I  shall  start  for 
Bayonne,  and  happy  shall  I  be  to  find  myself  once 
more^  with  a  whole  shin^  at  the  Hotel  St.  Ettenne^ 
fir  I  have  had  quite  enough  of  this  aU-ihroat  work  ; 

therefore  request  that  d — d  h — g^  the  M s  de 

L — 1 — de  to  keep  all  letters  and  newspapers  for 
me,  lest  they  should  cross  me  on  the  road.  Many 
thanks  for  all  fieiyours :  my  dear  Mitchell,  in  haste 
for  post,  after  riding  over  the  snow  from  Guernica, 

<<  Most  truly  yours, 

«  E.  B.  Stephens." 


The  London  papers  brought,  in  addition,  the 
following  lines,  which  evince  an  amusing  power  of 
versification ;  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  couple 
of  cockney  rhymes,  and  a  few  sprained  feet,  present 
a  superior  specimen  of  epistolary  travestie. 

PRIVATE    AND   CONFIDENTIAL    DISPATCH    FROM    A 
CORRESPONDENT  AT   HEAD-QUARTERS. 

"  Durango,  Tuesday,  Dec.  27. 

••  Dear  M ^1, 

"  Thank  God,  we're  all  living  and  well. 
That  is,  R ,  self,  the  two  Butts,  and  H.  Bell: 

1  2 
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Though  we'^e  had  a  loand  heating,  I'm  sorry  to  tell  yc^ 
And  the  Catholic  army  is  mauled  to  a  jelly. 
By  a  bridge  we  had  broken,  our  outposts  to  co?er, 
On  Saturday  night  the  Christiaos  got  o?er. 
Because  Espartero  had  managed  to  mend  it. 
Before  our  fine  fellows  were  there  to  defend  it 

And  though  R charged  like  the  d — 1  irom  b — 1, 

With  thirty  Biscayans  and  brave  Humphrey  Bell, 

Yet  a  scoundrelly  captain,  I  wish  they  may  break  him, 

Swore  loudly  hit  post  was  the  rear,  devil  take  him ! 

And  left  with  five  men  our  Conservative  hero^ 

To  fight  all  the  army  of  brave  Espartero ! 

Que  voulez  wmt,  friend  t  they  came  tearing  and  shouting, 

Took  by  storm  the  Banderas,  and  forced  our  redoubt  in : 

And  soon  with  their  guns  swept  the  causeway  so  clean. 

That  there  was  not  a  rag  of  our  corps  to  be  seen. 

Our  infantry  scampered  like  chaff  firom  the  wind. 

The  Prince,  suite,  and  cannon,  came  limping  behind ; 

And  as  for  myself,-!  am  free  to  confess, 

I  was  never  so  hurried  to  get  through  the  prut. 

So  I  galloped  my  mule  off  as  tut  as  she  can  go, 

Nor  thought  myself  safe  till  I  got  to  Durango: 

While  R trudged  it  on  foot,  which  was  wane. 

In  a  flowered  dressing-gown  a  la  Louit  Quartonu* 
But,  alas !  all  his  baggage,  arms,  uniforms,  plumes. 
With  Truefitt's  best  wigs,  and  Delcrotx's  best  perfomes: 
With  a  splendid  toUetie  case,  and  all  that  was  in  it. 
By  the  rascally  Queenites  was  grabbed  in  a  minute. 
Carqfo  t  to  think  of  that  greasy  mobili^ 
Overhauling  the  wardrobe  of  English  gentili^— 
Accoutring  their  cuerpot  in  yeomanry  dresses, 
Their  noddles  in  Truefitt's  superlative  tresses. 
And  becoming,  the  first  time  for  many  a  year. 
Acquainted  with  soap,  at  the  expense  of  a  Peer ! 
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BtUre  mu$,  the  game's  up :  I  shall  e'en  cut  my  stick, 

And  make  off  for  the  frontier  uncommonly  quick : 

Therefore  send  me  no  more  your  new  manifold  writers, 

To  ingross  the  great  deeds  of  legitimate  fighters : 

For  in  truth  I'm  dead  beat,  and,  to  make  my  tale  shorter. 

The  — >  must  look  out  for  another  Reporter. 

So  pray  tell  me  where'  I  can  find,  my  dear  fellow, 

On  this  side  the  mountains,  my  cloak  and  umbrella, 

Widi  two  bottles  of  whiskey,  (I  wish  they  were  twenty,) 

For  I  eon  drink  no  more  of  their  curst  agwtrdieHiw. 

Also  tell  me  how  I  and  my  baggage  can  get  out 

To  Irun,  and  whether  'twere  better  to  set  out 

With  my  mule  or  without  her:  I  know  I  can  sell  her 

At  Irun,  for  what  she  cost  me  at  Estella : 

And  sell  her  I  must,  there's  nought  else  to  lay  hand  on, 

And  her  legs  are  the  last  I  have  left  me  to  stand  on. 

I'm  off  for  Bayonne  when  your  answer  I  hear. 

And  if  I'ye  the  luck  once  to  find  myself  there, 

With  a  sound  skin  and  whole,  at  Hotel  St.  Etienne, 

The  fiend  may  catch  me  o'er  the  frontier  again  1 

For  I  thtnk  that  this  cut-throat  employment  of  mine 

Would  be  scurrily  paid  at  a  guinea  a  line. 

So  tell  that  d— d  h~-l>— g,  M—  de  L— >1— de, 

To  keep  all  my  letters  and  papers  in  hand. 

Adieu  my  dear  M— — ,  no  time  to  be  lost, 

Truly  yours, 

In  haste  for  the  Pott. 


Leaving  aside  the  amusing  imitations  of  the 
poet,  who  certainly  possesses  "  a  talent  of  versi- 
fication,*' I  owe  it  to  my  readers  (as  well  as  to 
myself  and  my  friends),  to  correct  some  of  the 
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poetic  portions  of  the  prose  epistle.  Lord  Rane- 
lagh  was  never  at  Guernica — was  not  on  foot  during 
the  retreat — did  not  lose  his  baggage — ^and  had  no 
wigs,  perfumery,  toilette  case,  or  magnificent  dress- 
ing-gown, at  the  siege.  I  had  never  been,  pre- 
vious to  my  return,  at  the  Hotel  St  Etienne — 
there  is  no  such  person  as  Humphrey  Bell — and 
Irun  was  not  <*over  the  frontier/' — I  never  used 
the  coarse  and  desponding  expressions  referring  to 
the  army  and  the  cause  of  Don  Carlos,  or  the  still 
more  vulgar  and  calumnious  epithet  applied  to  the 
noble  and  truly  excellent  individual  adverted  to  in 
the  conclusion  of  the  compilation. 

To  put  the  matter  to  the  test,  I  immediately 
wrote  four  letters;  one  to  The Maming Post,  stating 
the  &ct8  of  the  forgery,  calling  on  the  Elditor  of 
TTie  Courier  to  procure  from  his  Corre^Kmdent,  or 
from  General  Evans,  the  original  stolen  letter ;  de- 
manding, as  an  act  of  simple  justice,  that  all  who 
were  personally  interested  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  inspecting  that  letter  at  TTltf  Cattrier 
office  ;  and  of  tracing  the  fribrications  to  their 
source : — the  second,  third,  and  fourth,  were  as 
follow;  all  of  which  were  published  in  every  Lon- 
don paper,  with  the  exception  of  ITie  Courier. 
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No.  2, 
**  Bayonne,  Slst  January,  1837* 

**  Sir — In  GalignanPs  Messenger  of  the  17th  in- 
stant, I  find  an  article  commencing  as  follows : — 

«  <  INTERCEPTED   TORT   CORRESPONDENCE. 

(From  The  Courier,) 

'^  <  Extract  of  a  letter  from  our  correspondent  at 
San  Sebastian,  «dated  January  5. 

«  c  I  have  the  pleasure  of  sending  you  a  copy  of 
a  letter  intercepted  and  delivered  to  Lieutenant- 
General  Evans  to-day.  The  writer,  who  signs 
himself  E.  B.  Stephens,  is'  &c. 

<'  I  perceive  that  this  letter  is  also  copied  into 
The  Morning  Chronicle  of  the  14th  instant  As 
these  papers,  I  understand,  are  regularly  trans- 
mitted to  you,  I  need  only  direct  your  attention  to 
their  respective  dates,  and  proceed  at  once  to  inform 
you  that  I  have  this  day  written  to  The  Morning 
Potty  stating  that  the  letter  referred  to,  and  to 
which  my  signature  appears  attached,  is  in  all  its 
essential  parts,  personal  and  political,  a  calumnious 
forgery,  the  stock-jobbing  perpetrator  of  which 
deserves  to  be  expelled  for  ever  from  the  society  of 
gentlemen. 

**  TTie  Covaier*8  correspondent  having  thought 
proper  to  connect  your  name  with  this  infamous 
affair,  I  write  on  the  instant   to  afford  you  the 
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opportunity  of  rescuing  it  from  the  disgrace  of  any 
participation  in  the  matter  of  furnishing  ^  the  copy ;' 
and  to  request  that  you  will  do  me  the  justice 
to  forward  the  original '  letter*  without  delay,  to 
the  office  of  The  Courier^  where  the  handwriting 
may  be  subjected  to  such  a  scrutiny,  as  may  lead  to 
a  detection  of  the  author  of  the  malicious  iaisifi- 
cadons  which  pervade  it 

'^  As  I  am  unacquainted  with  the  name  of  J%e 
Courier's  correspondent,  who  appears  to  be  in  your 
confidence,  I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  an  open 
letter  addressed  to  him  on  the  same  subject,  which 
I  beg  may  be  forwarded  to  him  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  feel  it  necessary  further  to  inform  you,  that  I 
shall  this  day  send  a  manifold  copy  of  this  commu- 
nication to  The  Morning  Post  for  publication. — 
I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

<^  Edward  Bell  Stephens.'* 

*'  To  Lieut  General  Evans,  San  Sebastian.'* 

Note  by  the  Editor. — To  this  Letter  no  reply  ever 
arrived. 


a 

'*  Bayonne,  Jan.  SI. 

"  Sir — A  letter  appeared  in  The  Courier  news- 
paper of  the  13th  instant  from  a  correspondent  at 
San  Sebastian,  dated  January  5,  and  commenciDg 
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— ^I  have  the  pleasure  of  sending  you  the  copy  of 
a  letter  intercepted  and  delivered  to  Lieut-General 
Evans  to-day.  The  writer,  who  sig^s  himself  £.  B. 
Stephens,  is'  &c 

^<  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  I  have  written 
to  London  to  publicly  characterise  the  <copy  of  the 
letter  alluded  to  as  being  in  all  its  essential  parts, 
personal  and  political,  a  calumnious  forgery — the 
stock-jobbing  perpetrator  of  which  deserves  to  be 
expelled  for  ever  from  the  society  of  gentlemen,' 
and  have  dared  its  publishers  to  produce  the 
originaL 

^*  I  now  write  to  afford  you  an  opportunity  of 
publicly  explaining  your  conduct  in  this  transact 
tion,  and  have  only  further  to  say  that  this  letter 
will  be  published. — I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

"  Edward  Bell  Stephens." 

*  To  the  coirefpondent  of  The  Courier  at  San  Sebastian." 

Note  by  the  Editor. — This  letter  also  remained 
unanswered. 


4. 

"  Bayonue,  Friday,  Jan.  20. 


**  My  dear  Lord  Ranelagh, — I  beg  leave  to 
enclose  you  The  Morning  Chronicle  of  the  14th  inst, 
just  arrived,  in  which  I  find  a  letter  attributed  to 
me,  dated  '  Durango,  Tuesday,  Dec.  27,'  contain-* 
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ing  an  extraordinary  mSange  of  truth  and  false- 
hood, evidently  concocted  by  some  very  ongende- 
man-like  enemy  of  the  cause  you  have  so  wannly 
espoused,  and  whose  envy  would  gladly  veil  your 
Lordship's  gallant  conduct  by  an  attempt  at  ridicule, 
surreptitiously  introduced  into  a  stolen  private  let- 
ter of  mine.  I  sincerely  hope  that  your  Lordship 
will  believe  me  incapable  even  of  conceiving  the 
tissue  of  absurdity  which  the  forgery  embodies, 
and  that  you  will  continue  to  do  me  the  justice  to 
regard  me  as  one  who  can  admire  and  applaud  the 
disinterested  bravery  that  devotes  itself  to  the 
maintainance  of  a  prindple,  untainted  by  the  bad 
taste  and  worse  feeling  that  could  urge  to  its  de- 
traction. 

^*  I  have  the  honour  to  remain  your  Lordship's 
sincere  admirer  and  very  obedient  servant, 

"  Edward  B.  Stephens." 

"  Viscottnt  Ranelagfa,  Hotel  St  Etienne." 


5. 

The  following  is  his  Lordship's  reply: — 

«  Bayonne,  Jan.  21,  1837. 

"  My  dear  Sir, — ^I  have  just  received  your  note, 
with  the  copy  of  The  Morning  Chronicle  of  the  I4th, 
containing  a  supposed  intercepted  letter  of  your's. 
I  only  regret  that  you  should  have  thought  it  worth 
your  while  to  assure  me  it  was  fabricated,  for,  from 
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its  blunders  and  fabulous  absurdities,  I  knew  at 
once  it  was  a  <weak  invention  of  the  enemy/ 
I  only  hope,  for  the  sake  of  the  reading  public, 
that  the  imaginative  portion  of  the  article  descrip- 
tive of  my  progress,  afforded  them  the  same  amuse- 
ment that  it  has  done  myself;  for,  to  say  the  least, 
it  has  the  merit  of  being  well  got  up,  and,  I  have 
no  doubt,  succeeded  for  the  moment  in  forwarding 
any  stock-jobbing  scheme  the  writer  had  in  view. 
However,  the  laughable  part  concerning  my  Louis 
Quatorze  dressing-gown,  as  exhibited  in  my  flight, 
is  somewhat  too  palpably  contradictory  of  the  state- 
ment of  my  being  with  the  troops  at  Luchana, 
fighting  'like  a  devil;'  not  to  mention  the  incon- 
gruity of  braving  in  such  a  costume  as  bitter  a 
night  of  snow  and  sleet  as  can  be  imagined.     As 
for  the  foigs^  they  must  have  been  purely  ideal,  or 
imported  from  Westminster,  as  there  does  not  exist 
such  a  materiel  in  the  Carlist  army.     However,  to 
speak  seriously,  I  much  regret,  but  am  not  in  the 
least  surprised,  to  find  that  the  Radical  journals 
should  have  first  attacked  you  for  having  published 
a  private  letter  (which  I  know  to  be  fiilse),  and  on 
this  pretext,  have  given  to  the  world  as  authentic, 
a  letter  in  the  strictest  sense  private,  embellished 
and  falsified  to  suit  their  own  views. 

^*  As  for  atkefaccioao  apparel,  which  I  brought  to 
the  siege  of  Bilbao,  and  which  I  retain  with  espe- 
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cial  care  (although  claimed  by  The  Courier^s  Corre- 
spondent as  being  in  the  possession  of  General 
Evans),  I  have  no  doubt  it  would  be  a  very  valu- 
able acquisition  in  San  Sebastian  ;  but,  as  you  well 
know,  I  was  the  only  Englishman  besides  yourself 
who  succeeded  in  preserving  his  little  baggage, 
with  the  exception  of  three  military  books  that  I 
had  not  placed  in  the  small  portmanteau  behind 
my  saddle.  I  have  particularly  to  regret  the  loss 
of  one  on  the  Art  of  making  War,  which,  I  doubt 
not,  will  be  in  the  highest  d^;ree  acceptable  to  the 
Lieutenant-General,  and  in  all  probability  will  be 
deemed  an  adequate  substitute  for  those  he  lost  at 
Fuentarabia. 

'^  With  regard  to  the  ^immense  materiel*  of  per- 
fumery which  I  am  alleged  to  have  lost,  I  believe 
a  similar  mistake  was  committed  when  Colonel 
Wylde  enumerated  Espartero's  cannon  as  part  of 
the  spoils  taken  from  the  CarUsts. 

"  Most  truly  yours, 

«  Ranelaoh." 

"  To  £.  B.  Stephens,  Eaq.*' 


The  following  letter  from  a  highly  respectable 
English  gentleman,  whose  name  appears  garbled 
in  the  Courier^s  publication,  also  throws  an  inte* 
resting  light  on  the  subject — 
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TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  MORNING  CHRONICLE. 


"  Sir — A  letter,  purporting  to  be  the  genuine 
copy  of  one  from  Mr.  £.  B.  Stephens,  correspond- 
ent of  The  Morning  Post^  having  been  published 
in  The  Courier  of  the  13th  ult.,  and  thence  trans- 
ferred to  your  columns,  I  trust  that,  inasmuch  as  it 
contains  several  fidsehoods  and  inuendoes  against 
certain  English  gentlemen  serving  as  volunteers  in 
the  army  of  Don  Carlos,  you  will,  in  the  spirit  of 
fairness,  give  insertion  to  a  few  observations  upon 
the  real  facts  of  die  case,  which  I  consider  myself 
fiiUy  competent  to  make,  having  had  personal  evi- 
dence of  nearly  every  circumstance  attending  the 
siege  and  relief  of  Bilbao.  So  evident  to  me  is 
the  existence  of  interpolation  and  forgery  m  that 
supposititious  document,  that  it  would  not  be  worth 
serioas  refutation,  were  it  not  for  the  purpose  of 
placing  die  public  upon  their  guard  against  similar 
reports  from  the  same  quarter. 

<*  That  Mr.  Stephens  did  write  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Mitchell,  and  that  it  was  surreptitiously  obtained, 
is  undoubtedly  true ;  but  that  such  a  description, 
wholly  inconsistent  with  truth,  of  scenes  in  which 
he,  as  well  as  myself  and  the  other  English  volun- 
teers, bore  &  personal  part,  is  at  once  out  of  the 
question.  I  shall  leave  to  others  to  comment 
upon  the  purloining  and  publication  of  private 
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letters ;  but  I  cannot  help  expressing  surprise  that 
a  journal,  calling  itself  respectable,  could  hare 
contaminated  itself  with  the  admission  of  an  article 
manifestly  intended  for  the  furtherance  of  some 
paltry  stock-jobbing  scheme. 

<'  To  point  out  one  &brication  amongst  the  many 
contained  in  this  letter,  I  will  refer  to  that  portion 
of  it  which  represents  Lord  Ranelagh  as  aroused 
from  his  bed  on  the  morning  of  the  25th,  by  the 
unexpected  entrance  of  Espartero*s  army,  and 
seeking  a  precipitate  flight  onfoat^  arrayed  in  a 
brocaded  dressing-gown,  and  thankful  to  escape 
with  the  loss  of  an  immense  quantity  of  baggage, 
which,  containing  every  adjunct  of  the  toilette, 
whether  useful  or  ornamental,  was  left  a  prey  to 
the  enemy.  It  is  somewhat  singular,  by  the  way, 
that  this  (according  to  The  Courier^ s  description) 
very  valuable  materiel,  should  have  entirely  escaped 
my  observation,  considering  that  I  was  constantly 
with  Lord  Ranelagh,  and  knew  what  he  was  in  the 
habit  of  carrying  with  him  almost  as  well  as  what 
constituted  my  own  equipment;  and  I  can  safely 
take  upon  myself  to  say,  that  I  never  saw  anything 
more  in  his  possession  than  the  few  indispensable 
conveniences  usually  carried  about  with  him  by 
every  English  officer,  and  which  might  be  (as 
indeed  was  Lord  Ranelagh's  custom),  easily  con- 
tained in   the  small  valise  in   use  amongst  the 
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English  cavalry.  So  much  for  the  nature  and 
value  of  this  baggage.  Now  for  the  fiaust  of  its 
having  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Christinos. 
It  is  unfortunate  for  the  veracious  compiler  of  JTie 
Courier^s  letter,  that  the  only  English  who  suc- 
ceeded in  preserving  their  baggage  were  Lord 
Ranelagh  and  Mr.  Stephens.  His  Lordship,  after 
returning  to  Olaveaga,  after  the  affidr  of  Luchana, 
sent  a  message  to  other  English  gentlemen  to  hold 
themselves  in  preparation  for  a  retreat,  and  placing 
behind  him  on  his  horse  the  small  dragoon  valise,  or 
knapsack,  containing  all  his  baggage,  proceeded  lei- 
surely to  join  the  staff  of  General  Eguia. 

*<  Mr.  Stephens,  who  got  Lord  Ranelagh's  mes- 
sage (the  only  one  who  did  so),  succeeded  also  in 
securing  his  effects;  but  the  other  English,  viz. 
Colonel  Buttas,  his  son,  Captain  Fitzthomas,  and 
myself,  knew  nothing  of  the  extent  of  the  danger 
until  midnight,  when,  perceiving  the  fire  of  mus- 
ketry becoming  gradually  nearer  and  more  distinct, 
we  determined  to  ascend  the  hill  of  las-  Banderas, 
to  learn  precisely  how  matters  stood,  leaving  our 
baggage  in  the  quarters  of  Colonel  Butts,  in  the 
full  expectation  of  being  able  to  return  in  time  to 
reclaim  it  On  arriving  at  the  heights,  the  first 
persons  we  encountered  were  Lord  Ranelagh  and 
Mr.  Stephens,  with  whom,  after  remaining  for  some 
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time  spectators  of  the  conflict  on  Monte  de  Cabias, 
we  proceeded  to  a  neighbouring  house,  occupied 
by  General  E^uia's  staff.  We  (that  is,  the  Eng- 
lish party)  were  the  last  to  quit  this  building, 
which  in  a  very  few  minutes  afterwards  was  taken 
and  burnt  by  the  enemy. 

**  I  have  given  you  above  a  true  and,  as  &r  as  it 
goes,  an  accurate  statement  of  facts,  and,  although 
I  must  apologise  for  addressing  you  so  much  at 
length,  I  think  it  but  an  act  of  public  duty  to  come 
forward  in  protestation  against  the  unworthy  and 
dishonourable  principle  set  forth  by  the  publication 
of  the  letter  in  JTie  Courier  of  the  ISth,  viz.,  that 
for  the  advancement  of  some  crooked  political  pur- 
pose or  a  financial  speculation,  the  confidence  of 
private  letters  shall  be  invaded,  and  their  contents 
given  to  the  world  in  an  interpolated  or  distorted 
form. 

*^  I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 
^^  Your  very  obedient  servant, 

"  S.  M.  Humphreys.'* 

"Irun,  Jan.  21,1837." 


The  Courier  absolutely  refused  to  investigate  the 
forgery,  or  afford  any  explanation  of  the  matter; 
saying, — "  Whether  there  have  been  interpolation 
or  not,  we  are  wholly  innocent  of  any  such  offence. 
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As  we  received  the  letter  so  we  published  it ;  and 
on  our  Correspondent's  truth  and  good  faith  we 
place  a  most  firm  reliance.  There  is  no  occasion 
for  us  to  interfere,  as  Mr.  Stephens  and  The  Post 
recommend,  to  procure  from  him  his  original  letter 
from  San  Sebastian,  as  he  has  written  both  to  our 
Correspondent  and  General  Evans,  and  we  have  no 
doubt  they  will  give  him  a  proper  answer,  and  take 
proper  care  of  the  letter."  However,  neither  their 
Correspondent  nor  General  Evans  ever  ventured 
either  to  produce  the  original  letter,  or  to  explain 
the  means  by  which  its  felsiiication  was  forwarded 
to  London  for  publication.  The  subject  however 
attracted  considerable  attention  in  the  Basque  pro- 
vinces, and  the  following  explanation  appeared  in 
a  letter  from  the  Correspondent  of  The  Morning 
Post  at  San  Sebastian,  dated  the  11th  of  April, 
1837 : — *<  Having  been  informed  of  some  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  forgery  of  the  letter  of 
your  late  correspondent  in  the  Basque  provinces, 
which  was  published  by  the  Courier^  I  think  it  my 
duty  to  communicate  the  facts,  as  they  have  been 
told  to  me  on  what  I  consider  to  be  unquestionable 
authority.  The  original  letter,  in  conjunction  widi 
other  letters,  was  brought  into  Bayonne  by  a  Car- 
list  courier,  and  by  accident  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  Sous-Prefet.  The  latter  gave  the  correspon- 
dence to  the  Christmo  Consul,  who  forwarded  it 
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»» 


would  nought  avaO,  as  M^Cabe  threatened  publicly 
to  insult  him,  he  at  length  gave  a  meeting,  and  the 
result  was  such  as  I  have  mentioned.  With  the 
exception  of  requiring  a  new  set  of  teeth  and  being 
confined  to  his  room  for  three  weeks  or  a  month, 
no  worse  consequences  are  apprehended.'' 
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CHAPTER  XL 


In  the  Basque  Provinces  and  Navarre  the  women 
play  a  very  active  and  influential  part  They  may 
be  seen  engaged  in  field  operations,  digging  as 
sturdily  as  the  men,  bearing  the  harvest  home  in 
heavy  burthens,  or  carrying  it  to  market;  again, 
managing  boats  on  the  rivers  with  surprising 
strength  and  dexterity,  or  driving  provision  or  am- 
munition carts  under  a  cannonade  with  a  degree  of 
equanimity  that  indicates  a  long  fiuniliarity  with  the 
perils  of  civil  war&re.  They  do  not,  indeed,  carry 
arms,  but  they  know  the  use  of  them  right  well, 
and  are  not  at  all  put  out  of  their  way  by  the  in- 
troduction of  such  furniture  into  their  kitchens  and 
chambers,  or  the  necessity  of  "  receiving  a  com- 
pauy*'  (sixty  men),  night  after  night,  who  strew 
every  room  in  the  house  with  their  muskets,  bayo- 
nets, and  cananas,  and  leave  them  not  room  enough 
to  whip  their  cat     When  Espartero's  troops  lately 
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came  plundering  along  the  rich  vale  of  Azua,  some 
half-dozen  Chrisdnos  who  ventured  into  a  casario  a 
little  in  advance,  found  only  the  good  wife  at  home 
who,  pretending  to  be  very  much  alarmed,  did  not 
cause  them  much  concern  in  return.  On  a  sudden 
she  ran  out,  locked  them  up,  summoned  assistance, 
and,  returning  ere  they  could  find  means  to  escape 
took  them  all  prisoners !  I  saw  another  whose  cow 
had  strayed  on  the  road  side  near  the  Church  of 
Begoiia,  during  Villarreal's  siege  of  Bilbao,  and 
who  fearlessly  went  to  drive  it  back.  The  Urbanos 
in  the  church  tower  deliberately  fired,  and  shot  her 
down.  She  lived,  however;  was  carried  to  the 
hospital  at  Derio,  despite  the  continued  efforts  of 
the  sharpshooters, — and  to  the  surprise  of  many,  re- 
covered from  the  effect  of  the  ball  which  had  passed 
right  through  her  body.  That  shot  has  done  the 
Christines  no  good.  She  ^^will  remember  it  to 
them !''  So  will  all  her  kith  and  kin  to  the  fif- 
teenth remove  in  the  mountains  of  Asturias  and 
Catalonia.  Spaniards,  male  and  female,  have  ex- 
cellent memories  for  such  matters.  The  latter 
have,  in  addition,  the  gift  of  language,  which  acts 
as  a  formidable  recruiting  agent  in  whatever  cause 
it  bestirs  itself.  But  the  enthusiasm  of  the  Basque 
women  in  the  cause  of  Don  Carlos  does  not  confine 
itself  to  words.  It  breaks  out  in  acts  on  every  op- 
portunity.    On  his  visit  to  the  fortress  of  Goeban 
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in  September  last,  when  all  the  artilleros  were  in 
joyous  activity  to  acknowledge  the  honour  in  their 
own  way,  a  Captain's  wife  was  on  the  castle  plat- 
form, the  most  viiracious  of  alL  She  seized  a  port- 
fire, swung  it  manfully,  stood  to  her  gun  (the  largest 
she  could  find  in  the  fortress),  and  fired  salute  after 
salute  as  long  as  they  would  prime  and  load  for 
her ;  in  &ct,  till  the  King  entered  and  made  his 
bow  to  her  ladyship.  They  are  ready  for  any 
thing  in  the  way  of  contest,  either  in  mirth  or 
earnest;  cannonade,  cuhdoj  bolero,  or  snowballs. 
I  saw  two  young  officers  fidrly  pelted  off  the  field 
during  the  Christmas  holidays,  by  a  couple  of  hardy 
Durango  lasses,  who  evinced  a  surprising  knack  of 
making  and  flinging  two  for  their  one,  of  hitting 
hard,  and  receiving  soft  The  Sefwres  officiates  AiA 
their  best ;  but  the  girls'  heads  were  down  and  away 
as  quick  as  thought,  and  it  was  impossible  to  make 
an  impression  on  them  elsewhere. 

Exposure  to  sun  and  air,  without  any  shade  to 
their  features,  gives  all  the  elderly  female  peasants 
the  appearance  of  being  one  flesh  with  the  male, 
both  being  thoroughly  tanned;  but  the  younger 
ones,  who  are  not  so  much  exposed,  present  occa- 
sionally complexions  of  a  ruddy  bloom,  that  would 
attract  admiration  even  in  England ;  features  finely 
chiselled,  of  a  singular  nobleness  and  delicacy  (es- 
pecially in  that  wild  valley,  encircled  by  leagues  of 
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mountains,  containing  Ascoytia,  Aspetia,  and  the 
splendid  church  of  Loyala),  with  dark  eyes  of  a 
power  rarely  to  be  found  in  our  northern  latitudes, 
and  which  appear  to  owe  much  of  their  singular 
force,  to  the  contrast  afforded  by  the  habitual  repose 
of  the  other  features.  In  some  countenances,  this 
strange  diversity  of  expression  produces  an  effect 
more  startling  than  agreeable.  The  lower  part  of 
the  face  may  be  fixed  and  pallid ;  in  short,  half 
dead ;  while  the  eyes  are  mobile  and  brilliant,  as  if 
something  more  than  alive  I  I  cannot  explain  the 
cause,  not  understanding  the  physiology  of  the 
matter.  However,  the  Basque  sculptors  and  car^ 
vers  study  the  effect  to  good  purpose,  and  all  their 
churches  present  the  Madcma  and  the  favourite 
Scanta  of  the  place  as  veritable  Basque  beauties  of 
the  highest  grade ;  the  pouting  lips  (which,  when 
they  do  smile,  present  a  copia  of  graceful  meanings 
with  a  varying  power  of  expression  that  must  be 
seen  to  be  appreciated)  forming  the  most  distinctive 
characteristic  A  French  woman  can  smile  with 
her  shoulders,  eyebrows  and  teeth,  without  the  aid 
of  lips,  but  the  beautiful  Basque  paysana  can  do 
infinitely  more  by  the  mere  relaxation  of  hers,  and 
speakingly  pourtray  all  the  phases  of  amiability 
and  intelligence  without  opening  her  mouth.  There 
is  no  affectation  in  the  matter ;  it  is  pure  power. 
The  ecclesiastical  sculptors  evidently  regard  it  as  a 
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heavenly  endowment,  and  reclaim  as  much  of  its 
divine  expression  for  the  chernbs  and  archangels  as 
their  imitative  ability  can  compass,  without  dis- 
tinction of  sex.  The  traveller  need  not  therefore, 
be  surprised  to  find  a  very  strong  family  like- 
ness in  the  countenances  of  Santos  Miguel,  Rafael 
Gabriel,  &c.,  for  on  analysing  the  matter,  he  will 
discover  that  they  are  all  wrought  on  the  model  of 
the  graceful  feminine  features  of  Biscay  and  Gui- 
puscoa.  Their  effigies  are  either  gilt,  in  the  old 
tawdry  toy  style,  or  painted  <<  as  natural  as  life," 
or,  more  accurately  speaking,  ^^as  death;"  with  the 
full,  staring,  black,  unearthly  eye,  (the  discordant 
living  effect  of  which  I  have  already  remarked), 
which  chills  the  startled  spectator  with  all  the 
horrors  of  the  wax  works.  Another  displeasing 
contrast  in  the  natural  relations  of  <<the  female 
form  divine"  in  these  provinces,  is  that  which  the 
arms,  hands  and  face  so  frequently  present.  While 
the  latter  may  be  gazed  upon  as  an  assemblage  of 

"all  that's  best  of  dark  and  bright," 

the  former  may  be  perceived  to  be  very  effective 
implements  for  the  condensation  and  evolution  of 
snow-balls,  as  aforesaid.  It  can't  well  be  otherwise. 
Early  toil  and  exposure  to  all  varieties  of  weather 
and  occupations,  soon  develop  flexors  and  extensors, 
till  the  palms  and  digits  expand  on  a  scale  of  com- 
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prehensivenefls  strikingly  at  variance  with  an  Eng- 
lish estimate  of  fiur  proportions.  I  would  advise 
travellers  therefore  to  rest  content  with  that  lovely 
work  of  nature,  the  face ;  the  hands  are  mere 
Brummagem  articles,  and  have  no  pretensions  to 
a  place  even  amongst  the  fine  arts.  Passing 
across  the  Bidassoa  ferry  from  Irun  to  Behobie  I 
found  "the  daughter  of  the  boat"  quite  as  efficient 
as  any  of  our  barheros.  Wherever  a  push  was 
the  one  thing  needful,  she  jumped  in  and  out  upon 
the  shallows  like  an  amphibious  animal;  and  again, 
she  pulled  her  share  of  the  rope  along  shore  like  a 
horse,  to  enable  us  to  make  head  against  the  rapids. 
Out  of  gratitude  for  her  exertions  I  shall  say 
nothing  about  her  arms;  hands  and  feet,  but  I  must 
own  that  I  have  not  since  beheld  a  brighter  bbck 
eye,  a  more  brilliant  complexion,  or  so  animated 
and  attractive  an  expression  of  countenance. 

The  Basque  children  take  to  the  water  very 
early,  and  seem  to  enjoy  it  all  life  long.  During 
the  last  siege  of  Bilbao,  while  the  heavy  rains  in- 
terfered with  all  artillery  movements  on  the  hiUs — 
the  battalions  quartered  at  Olaveaga  were  in  their 
element,  boating  on  the  river,  singing,  shouting 
and  splashing  each  other  to  their  hearts'  content 
The  harkeros  were  to  be  pitied — their  craft  being 
in  constant  danger,  and  themselves  allowed  no 
voice  in  the  matter,  for  the  soldadat  claimed  the 
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privilege  of  going  ferry-free  and  drowning  them- 
selves if  they  pleased.  I  once  stood  for  half  an 
hour  to  behold  the  result  of  a  pleasure  trip  of  this 
kind,  between  Luchana  and  the  Baya  of  Soroza. 
Twenty  merry  Navarrese  jumped  into  a  little  ferry 
bark  to  cross  to  the  Convent  of  Bursefia,  but  had 
scarcely  pushed  off,  when  they  began  to  rock  the 
boat  and  to  ship  seas.  The  barkero*8  two  children, 
a  boy  and  girl  of  about  eight  and  nine  years  old, 
had  clung  to  the  boat  like  leeches,  to  save  it  from 
injury  if  possible ;  and  the  effect  of  the  danger  on 
them,  afforded  the  waggish  crew  additional  amuse- 
ment The  boy  at  the  bow  cried  lustily  with  fear 
and  vexation  at  the  expected  loss  of  his  &ther's 
boat,  while  the  girl  at  the  stern  beat  the  soldados 
vengefiilly  with  a  rope's  end.  One  at  last  fell 
over  with  laughter,  and  pulled  two  others  in  along 
with  him.  These  held  on  by  the  gunwale  to  save 
themselves  the  trouble  of  swimming,  and  as  they 
all  pressed  upon  one  side,  the  girl,  whose  soul 
seemed  to  be  absorbed  in  the  preservation  of  th^ 
boat,  laid  on  them  heavily  with  the  rope ;  all  the 
time  cursing  and  scolding  (in  Spanish  it  is  all  one) 
in  their  very  teetii,  like  a  trooper.  This  was  the 
height  of  fun  for  the  muchachos  within.  They 
screamed  and  reeled  with  delight,  till  at  length 
four  or  five  of  tiiem  rolled  out  at  the  other  side. 
This  restored  something  like  a  balance  of  power 
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and  elbow  room  for  operations.  Their  caSUnuu 
were  ashore,  so  they  defied  all  the  powers  of  water. 
The  ins  made  common  cause  against  the  outs, 
splashing  and  ducking  them  as  they  came  within 
reach.  The  latter  joined  forces  to  assault  and 
upset  the  boat,  and  if  they  had  had  a  good  Admiral 
amongst  them  would  certainly  have  effected  either 
the  capsize  or  capture ;  but  assaulting  the  bark,  as 
the  winds  and  waves  did  that  which  contained 
Csesar  and  his  fortunes,  at  all  sides  [vide  Lucan), 
they  just  managed  to  counteract  each  other  most 
hydrostatically,  till  the  boy  brought  the  boat 
ashore.  Then  the  tug  of  war  took  place.  Several 
scientific  duck-wrestling  matches  came  off  the  gun- 
wale. 'Twas  a  point  of  honour  with  all  the  outs 
that  the  ins  should  join  their  party.  The  girl 
helped  to  heave  the  last  stickler-for-place  over- 
board, and  then  manfully  pushed  out  alone  to  the 
centre  of  the  river,  where  she  set  at  nought  threats, 
prayers  and  promises.  She  had  fought  for  her 
fisither's  boat,  won  it,  and  kept  it  too. 

It  was  said  that  the  Basque  mountains  would 
be  likelv  to  be  crowded  this  season  with  British 
visitors  who  were  preparing  to  steal  a  march 
over  the  Pyrenees  to  look  at  the  interesting  and 
extraordinary  country  beyond.  Doubtless  the 
gallant  example  set  by  Captain  Henningsen, 
Lord  Ranelagh,  Count  de  Mortara,  and  others  has 
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raised  an  emulous  spirit  that  will  not  subside  on 
the  mere  exorcism  of  Lord  Palmerston,  or  the 
well-understood  threat  of  ^*  being  practically  inter- 
fered with"  by  his  political  friends  the  Spanish 
bondholders.  Indeed,  since  the  latter  have  taken  to 
^^intercepting"  and  forging  private  correspondence, 
and  their  coadjutors  the  French  police  have  taken  to 
persecuting  English  travellers  on  their  way  to  and 
from  the  frontier,  I  have  every  hope  that  the  proud 
sturdy  spirit  of  independence  and  love  of  fair  play 
which  characterises  John  Bull  will  develop  itself  to 
some  purpose,  and  lead  to  a  re-action  that  may  yet 
save  the  honour  and  interests  of  England*  from 
being  wrecked  on  the  shores  of  Biscay.  In  the 
meantime  I  am  honoured  with  inquiries — <^What 
preparations  are  to  be  made  for  travelling  there?" 
— ^<  Is  it  difficult  to  learn  Basquense  ?" — And, 
lastly  (I  quote  from  the  MS*) — "You  don't  mean 
to  say  seriously,  there  is  any  particular  danger  in 
making  a  tour  of  the  provinces?" 

First, — it  is  rather  difficult  to  learn  Basquense, 
inasmuch  as  the  grammar  is  very  defective,  and 
it  is  spoken  differently,  not  only  in  the  seve- 
ral provinces,  but  in  various  parts  of  the  same 
province ;  and  I  was  assured  that  those  who  live  at 
a  distance  can  scarcely  understand  each  other 
when  they  meet  There  are  several  interesting 
speculations  attaching  to  the  remains  of  the  Basque 
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language,  such  as  it  is,  and  its  affinities  to  other 
languages,  that  must  wait  for  a  more  £Eivouiable 
opportunity  of  comparison  than  I  at  present  pos- 
sess. In  the  meantime  I  am  happy  to  state,  for 
the  comfort  of  travellers,  that  nearly  all  the  pea- 
santry speak  Spanish  also,  and  that  with  it  alone,  a 
stranger  can  manage  to  make  himself  understood 
almost  everywhere.  There  are  exceptions  how* 
ever.  In  the  head  Posada  of  Hemani,  where  I 
dined,  there  was  a  beautiful  girl  who  waited  at 
table,  that  did  not  understand  the  best  native 
Spanish  of  my  companions.  There  they  sa^  ea«^ 
like  Owen  Glendower,  calling  for  spirits,  but 
none  did  come !  Now,  as  to  the  other  point,  ^^par" 
tiadar  danger?' — ihai  lies  beyond  my  skill  to 
answer  satis&ctorily.  Much  depends  upon  the 
talent  of  the  traveller  in  finding  or  making  it  for 
himself  as  he  goes  along,  especially  if  he  moves  with 
a  camp.  Some  philosophers  say  that  it  is  all  ideal 
—others,  that  it  is  something  real,  and,  more  than 
that,  inevitable— others,  that  there  is  a  concatena- 
tion of  powder,  ball,  wadding  and  range,  whidi, 
whatever  be  the  opinion  of  the  honourable  genUe- 
man  opposite — ^but  I  hate  such  knock-em-down 
arguments,  and  won't  stand  powder-monkey  to  any 
philosopher.  Permit  me  instead,  to  offer  a  few 
su^estions,  the  result  of  my  own  experience  in 
the  provinces,  and  to  wind  up  my  narrative  with  a 
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chapter  of  advice,  which,  that  it  may  have  the 
greater  chance  of  making  a  useful  impression,  I 
beg  leave  to  address  to  the  gentle  reader  per- 
sonally. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  my  dear  fellow-country- 
man, don't  think  of  seeing  the  country  with  a  tele- 
scope from  the  walls  of  Bilbao  or  San  Sebastian. 
The  hills  around  stand  sadly  in  the  way,  and  the 
Columnar  hunting  parties  indulged  in  by  the  gar- 
rison, which  might  have  afforded  opportunities  for 
a  wider  scope  of  vision,  are  now  few  and  far 
between.  Besides,  these  excursions  have  inva- 
riably had  unlucky  terminations.  ^^  'Tis  very 
pleasant,''  says  the  East  Indian  adage,  <<to  hunt 
the  tiger ;  but  it  is  quite  another  affair  when  the 
tiger  turns  to  hunt  you!"  It  is,  indeed,  peculiarly 
mortifying  to  go  for  wool  and  to  return  shorn ;  so, 
try  another  plan.  Throw  aside  your  night-gown 
and  slippers ;  abandon  all  your  lingering  hopes  of 
travellers'  comforts  with  a  good  grace ;  make  your 
will;  insure  your  life;  find  your  way  in  the  dark 
over  the  Pyrenees  to  Vera  or  Zugaramurdi ;  and 
then,  having  got  at  once  into  the  midst  of  danger 
and  hardship,  you  will  soon  learn  to  appreciate  a 
thousand  enjoyments  that  before  passed  unnoticed 
or  despised.  You  will  find  your  sense  of  natural 
piety  quickened  and  elevated,  and  your  tongue 
often  uttering  unconscious  graces   ^'for  a  good 
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dinner,"  or  **a  good  bed,"  as  the  case  may  be, 
although  the  former  should  happen  to  be  only  bread 
and  oil  pottage,  and  the  latter  a  mattrass;  A  propos 
of  dietetics,  always  take  your  breakfieist,  dinner, 
and  supper,  tohen  you  can  get  them — and  your 
sleep  (if  possible)  in  advance  I  I  am  supposing 
that  you  are  travelling  with  the  Carlist  forces, 
otherwise  you  will  lose  all  the  pleasure  of  be- 
holding battles  and  sieges,  the  excitement  of 
marching  and  counter-marching,  of  surprising  and 
being  surprised.  Travelling  alone,  you  will  only 
see  the  towns,  rivers,  woods  and  mountains  adeep 
as  it  were,  and  you  might  as  well  be  looking  at  a 
book  of  landscapes  at  home ;  but  if  you  follow  the 
course  of  the  war  on  any  part  of  the  frontier,  you 
will  find  all  these  alive  and  alert:  you  will  see  the 
yards  manned  as  it  were, — every  stick,  stone  and 
stream  arranging  themselves  in  sympathetic  unison, 
and  assuming  their  boldest  defensive  attitude,  as  if 
inspired  by  the  unconquerable  spirit  of  the  people 
who  have  defended  them  ere  history  began. 

But  I  was  talking  about  your  dinner  and  your 
bed. — Fight  your  way  at  once  into  the  midst 
of  the  oil  and  garlic,  devour  them  in  token  of 
victory  over  your  own  feistidiousness,  and  you 
will  sit  at  your  ease  ever  after.  Get  rid,  also^ 
of  your  childish  predilection  for  white  salt;  the 
brown  is  quite  as  wholesome.     It  is  only  tinged 
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by  a  little  clay  dug  out  of  the  mine  with  it 
— or  locked  up  in  its  crystallization  from  the  well 
waters  of  Salinas  del  Oro.  A  little  practice 
soon  enables  you  to  distinguish  it  from  the  pepper. 
The  only  danger  of  your  indulging  in  Spanish 
cookery  is,  that  you  will  soon  become  an  epicure, 
and  on  your  return  to  France  astonish  the  ffarfons, 
as  an  English  friend  of  mine  did  at  Bayonne,  by 
calling  for  salad  oil  ^<a  little  older"  than  that  which 
stood  in  the  cruet  Then  as  to  a  bed — I  can 
promise  you  that  you  will  not  be  likely  to  complain 
on  your  return  to  England  of  ^<a  rose  leaf  doubled 
under  your  great  toe"  troubling  your  repose.  How- 
ever, if  you  are  constitutionally  fastidious  (or  thin- 
skinned,  as  the  saying  is)  on  this  point,  you  cannot 
do  better  than  get  yourself  varnished  or  enamelled 

for  the  season,  as  Madame  V does,  and  then  you 

may  bid  defiance  to  anything  less  irritating  than  a 
musket-ball.  The  late  Sir  Charles  Giesecke  adopted 
another  excellent  plan  on  his  mineralog^cal  excur- 
sions in  Greenland.  He  provided  a  large  white 
tanned  bearskin,  thick  and  strong,  sewed  into  a  bag, 
with  a  flap  which  covered  his  head.  He  crept  in 
at  the  mouth  every  night,  rolled  himself  round  in 
a  blanket,  shut  the  flap  door,  and  thus  lay  secure 
against  the  attacks  of  dogs,  wolves,  rats,  mice,  &c., 
the  skin  being  tough  enough  to  withstand  an  extem- 
poraneous siege,  till  he  awoke  to  beat  the  drum 
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with  his  knuddes,  or  shake  his  sides  and  growl  at  his 
disturbers.  However,  the  less  comforts  you  carry, 
the  more  good  your  journey  will  do  you ;  so  don't 
trouble  yourself  about  the  bearskin.  Indeed  the 
less  you  bring  in  the  way  of  baggage,  the  less  you 
have  to  lose;  as  you  certainly  will,  one  time  or  other, 
all  that  you  can't  carry  on  your  own  back. 

Don't  depend  on  your  good  horse  for  aid  in 
time  of  need.  He  has  not  been  used  to  a  maixe 
diet,  and  you  will  be  obliged  to  send  him  back  to 
France  to  save  his  life;  paying  a  Napoleon  transit- 
duty  by  the  way.  Don't  expect  to  replace  him  in 
the  provinces.  Every  horse  at  all  able  to  carry  a 
man-at-arms,  has  been  purchased  for  the  army,  or 
received  in  lieu  of  service  or  contributions  from  the 
owners;  so  that  only  ponies  remain,  one  of  whidi 
at  a  pinch  may  serve  you,  if  like  the  sailors  in  a 
storm,  you  lighten  the  vessel  by  throwing  the  cargo 
to  the  sharks.  If  indeed  you  can  get  a  good  niid6 
and  will  feed  it  yourself  (by  stripping  a  house  of  its 
thatch,  if  nothing  else  can  be  had,)  you  may  sit  at 
ease  in  this  respect  Take  no  care  of  your  bridle 
or  your  neck.  Carry  saddle-bags,  and  put  provi- 
sion for  to-day  and  to-morrow  therein,  otherwise 
you  may  both  frequently  dine  on  recollecdom 
of  the  previous  meaL  The  actual  necessaries 
which  you  must  bring  with  you  are,  a  razor,  a  piece 
of  soap,  a  comb,  a  tooth-brush,  a  square  inch  of 


TRAVELLING  NECESSARIES*  251 

looking-glass  (yoa  wiU  find  white  towels  and  nap- 
kins  in  the  poorest  huts,  but  they  wash  them  with 
the  ley  of  wood  ashes,)  a  pair  of  spurs,  (hinged,  to 
enable  you  to  walk  down  the  precipitous  roads 
without  turning  your  £Eioe  and  toes  thereunto,)  a 
knife,  fork  and  soup  spoon,  clasping  in  one  haft, 
(a  ^<  scarce  edition''  in* the  provinces).  I  allow  you 
a  separate  small  spoon  for  eggs,  as  the  customary 
hard-boiling  plan  which  requires  none,  might  not 
agree  with  your  health.  In  your  knapsack  a  second 
shirt,  &c.,  and  high  shoes — ^not  boots.  You  can't 
attempt  to  change  wet  boots  in  camp  without  the 
liability  of  being  taken  prisoner.  A  young  friend 
of  mine,  who  was  roused  out  of  bed  at  Olaveaga  on 
Christmas  morning,  by  the  Christinos  galloping 
under  his  window,  was  obliged  to  abandon  both  the 
operation  and  the  boots,  and  afterwards  to  march 
for  three  leagues  through  tilie  snow,  over  the  sharp 
rocky  mountains  in  his  bare  feet;  all  for  want  of 
shoes  instead  of  boots.  Next,  a  pocket  map,  teles- 
cope, note-book,  and  pencil;  lasdy,  two  articles 
which  you  may  find  difficult  to  procure  when  you 
want  them,  and  which  are  very  light  and  portables 
— English  lint  and  an  empty  phial.  N.B.  The 
latter  will  hold  the  lint;  and  don't  forget  the  cork  I 
The  lint  will  be  very  useful  whenever  you  are 
wounded.  I  assure  you  that  many  arms  and  legs 
are  dressed  without  any  in  the  hospitals,  and  you 
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will  find  none  to  spare  in  the  provinces  for  ama- 
teurs. The  phial  is  to  be  taken  to  the  Batica  for 
medicine  as  soon  as  the  Chacoli  (the  wine  of  Biscay) 
disagrees  with  you.  I  at  last  learned  to  use  it  at 
dinner,  as  others  did, — as  wine  with  water,  and 
vinegar  with  fish.— You  need  not  take  the  trouble 
of  bringing  out  medicine;  you  can  always  purchase 
it — excellent  I  assure  you  (the  less  the  better;) 
but  the  Botieario  is  a  man  of  dignity,  and  feels  it 
beneath  him  to  peddle  in  pill  boxes  and  phials ;  so 
if  you  don't  bring  wherewith  to  hold  his  prescription, 
you  nmy  carry  it  home  in  the  hollow  of  your  hand, 
or  in  your  mouth  if  you  are  not  afraid  of  the 
consequences.     Pray  don't  forget  the  cork ! 

Never  enter  a  Posada  except  as  a  matter  of 
necessity.  Their  Patrons  are  a  caste  of  rogues 
and  robbers  in  Spain  as  well  as  everywhere  else; 
so  the  only  safe  plan  to  pursue,  when  the  rascal 
presents  his  bill  at  you,  and  desires  you  to  stand 
and  deliver, — is,  without  looking  at  it,  to  seize  him 
by  ^the  throat  and  drag  him  before  the  Alcalde, 
confident  that  he  will  find  something  enormously 
overcharged  in  it.  If  the  fellow  be  insolent, — ^the 
Alcalde  if  he  happen  to  be  in  a  good  humour,  may 
order  him  a  dozen  polos  on  the  back  to  teach  him 
manners,  and  to  keep  his  accounts  on  a  better 
system.  In  justice  to  the  Basque  womankind  I 
must  say  that  I  always  found  the  posadas  wherein 
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they  held  sway  less  exorbitant  than  those  ruled  by 
the  other  sex. 

Dispense  with  the  attendance  of  an  Assistiente 
unless  you  are  very  much  occupied,  very  helpless, 
or  very  ignorant  of  Spanish  and  Basquense.  There 
are  times  when  you  will  wish  him  hanged ;  for  in- 
stance, finding  par  hazard  agreeable  society  where 
you  flatter  yourself  you  would  be  heartily  welcome 
alone,  and  he  is  one  too  many ;  or,  just  when  you 
have  made  yourself  at  home  of  a  stormy  night  in 
some  hospitable  house  on  the  mountains,  amongst 
a  kind  and  simple  &mily,  where  everything  pro- 
mises comfort  and  sociality — ^you  find  gloomy  si- 
lence on  a  sudden  take  place  of  song  and  laughter. 
Your  hopeful  Assistiente  has  alluded  to  you  as 
*^Sefior  Ingles^*  and  you  can  hear  them  telling 
him  in  a  whisper,  how  the  patron's  son,  and  his  own 
brother,  and  the  patrona's  kinsman  were  all  slaugh- 
tered by  the  IngUses  at  San  Sebastian,  and  Aria- 
ban,  and  Hemanil  and  how  their  three  houses 
were  plundered  and  wantonly  set  fire  to— until  you 
are  on  the  point  of  going  to  take  your  night's 
lodging  on  the  bare  hill  side  for  very  shame  at 
finding  yourself  classed  in  idea  amongst  a  Legion 
of  cut -throats — Peseteras^  Hambres  compradosy 
Ladronesy  Robadores^  Borachios^  Fahosy  Sfc»  In 
such  a  predicament  don't  attempt  any  explanation ; 
the  case  won't  bear  it     An  independent  primitive 
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people,  with  a  coiistitation  at  least  as  good,  and 
free  and  ancient  as  your  own — as  distinct  in  laws 
and  language,  character,  form,  pursuits  and  na- 
tional feeling,  from  Spain,  as  Spain  is  from  Eiw 
gland, — are  invaded  by  a  horde  of  modern  Norse- 
men, who,  adding  hypocrisy  to  systematic  barbarity, 
capture  or  destroy  all  within  their  reach,  in  the 
name  of  liberty,  and  reform.  The  less  said  on  the 
subject  the  better.  Call  yourself  Irlandes  or  Esr 
cocesj  Welshman,  Manxman  or  Yorksbireman,  as 
the  case  may  be  (I  can't  tell  you  the  Spanish  fw  the 
latter),  but  while  the  recent  affidrs  of  Bilbao,  Irun 
and  Hernani  are  rankling  in  their  minds,  do  not 
go  a  pleasuring  amongst  them  bearing  the  name 
of  murderer  on  your  forehead* 

But  I  was  speaking  about  your  native  AuistUmie. 
A  good  one  in  the  ranks  is  really  useful  while 
you  travel  with  the  camp,  in  two  respects.  He  will 
have  your  dinner  ready  to  a  moment,  even  if  he 
pull  down  the  door-post  for  friel ;  and  at  night  he 
will  have  the  first  Basque  whisper  of  the  enemy's 
movements,  (sometimes  before  it  reaches  the  Gene- 
ral),— will  have  yourself  out  of  bed,  your  things 
packed  up,  your  horse  at  the  door,  and  all  ready  to 
march  in  five  minutes  after ;  otherwise  your  first  in- 
timation of  the  matter  may  be  a  reveiUez  of  mo  Aet 
balls  through  the  chamber  window,  or  the  sight  of 
the  roof  in  flames.     Not  being  able  to  find  such  a 


CLOTHES  AND  COOKERY.         255 

treasure  unengrossed,  I  did  without  one,  depending 
on  myself;  and,  certainly,  underwent  a  very  impro- 
ving course  of  practice*  Henceforward  there  will  be 
still  less  likelihood  of  your  finding  a  *^  help-meet" 
for  such  emergencies,  as  the  Infante  Don  Sebas- 
tian has  very  wisely  ordered  that  every  Assistiente 
able  to  bear  arms,  attached  to  civilians  or  to  offi- 
cers out  of  the  camp, — shall  instahtly  &11  into 
the  ranks  and  do  duty  on  active  service.  Your 
cookery,  &c.,  will  therefore  be  left  to  the  aged, 
the  wounded,  or  the  women ;  an  excellent  arrange- 
ment, by  which  Don  Sebastian  must  have  strength- 
ened his  army  considerably,  seeing  that  a  num- 
ber of  the  most  active  and  intelligent  men,  hitherto 
selected  by  the  idle  SeAores  offieiales  as  looker»-on, 
have  been  brought  up  as  a  reinforcement  to  play 
the  game  on  their  own  account ;  thus  favouritiBm 
has  been  discountenanced,  the  ranks  filled  up,  and 
a  strong  front  presented  to  the  enemy. 

One  more  word  of  advice  on  the  very  impor- 
tant subject — ^your  wardrobe.  Your  hat  will  be 
crushed  to  black  lint  in  the  pocket  of  the  guide,  as 
he  crosses  the  frontier  with  you.  Make  a  present 
of  it  to  the  nearest  hospital,  if  you  have  a  white 
supply  of  your  own,  and  mount  a  Boyna  instead — 
red,  white,  or  blue  (the  red  is  the  most  military). 
Your  surtout  coat  will  wear  out ;  but  don't  think  of 
replacing  it  by  Spanish  cloth.    This  will  shrink  and 
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shrink,  and  shrink,  till  you  can^t  get  into  it,  how- 
ever large  it  may  be  formed  at  first  The  English 
cloth  will  yield  you  more  comfort  while  one  shred 
holds  to  another.  When  a  general  breaking  up  of 
its  constitution  is  apparent,  purchase  either  a  long 
and  broad  doak  of  coarse  plaid  carpet,  which  you 
can  use  as  a  blanket  at  night  and  a  horse  cloth  by 
day;  or,  better  still,  (especially  if  you  have  no 
horse  to  share  a  blanket  with)  a  Zamarra  jacket, 
loose  and  full,  formed  of  the  curly  Astracan  lamb- 
skin reared  in  Andalusia,  a  year  old,  the  black 
wool  outside,  and  lined  with  white  skin  of  similar 
age  throughout  Nothing  on  earth  is  at  once  so 
comfortable  and  so  serviceable.  You  cannot  feel 
the  cold  of  winter  through  it  It  defies  wind,  rain, 
and  snow.  You  may  get  a  day's  wetting  in  it; 
and,  having  shaken  it  well,  may  let  it  dry  on  your 
back  with  as  little  danger  of  taking  cold  as  if  you 
were  a  black  ram.  At  night,  if  you  are  short  of 
bed-clothes,  it  will  fairly  form  the  upper  half.  In 
summer  you  may  throw  it  open  or  aside,  hussar 
fashion,  all  day  (unless  the  heat  is  too  intense,  and 
you  find  it  useful  to  retain  it,  like  an  Irish  surtout, 
to  prevent  being  scorched);  but  the  moment  of 
sun-down,  when  the  dew  begins  to  let  fidl  its  mala- 
rian  influences,  fever,  ague  or  rheumatism  (yon 
don't  know  which),  on  your  chilled  shoulders, — 
**  Then,  then  is  the  moment''  ('tb  a  theme  for  Tom 
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Moore)  when  you  will  turn  once  more,  with  all 
the  ardour  of  a  truant  and  repentant  loyer,  to  find 
refuge  and  consolation  in  the  genial  snow-white  and 
ever-inviting  arms  of  your  neglected  yet  unoffend- 
ing and  unoffended  Zamarrci.  If  you  can  get  one 
made  for  youraelf,  order  it  of  a  spencer  length,  and 
thus,  whether  riding,  driving  or  walking,  its  bene- 
ficent protection  will  be  extended  even  to  your 
hips.  Skirts  are  impracticable,  but  the  spencer 
Zamarra  is  all-sufficient  and  imperishable.  Even 
after  you  are  worn  out,  it  will  make  a  serviceable 
knapsack  for  your  executioners  and  assigns. 

Now  to  descend  and  conclude.  I  perceive  you 
regarding  your  perishables  by  anticipation  ?  Well ! 
let  them  wear  out  also.  Patience,  hear  me  out,  if 
you  please  !  I've  a  system.  Trust  not  the  Spa- 
nish loom,  and  increase  not  your  baggage  unneces- 
sarily. Stand  by  British  manufisicture  as  long  as 
possible,  and  when  you  can  conscientiously  take 
upon  you  to  say  that  symptoms  of  approaching 
dissolution  are  perceptible,  hasten  to  the  leather- 
dressers,  and  purchase  two  skins  of  Cordovan :  then 
take  a  tailor  (prisoner,  if  necessary)  home  to  your 
lodgings ;  get  into  bed,  and  make  him  sit  down  on 
a  chair  beside  you — (Spanish  tailors  can  sit)  and 
arm  your  garment  high  and  low,  front  and  rear,  d 
la  cabalkrOf  at  every  assailable  point  and  angle, 
before  he  leaves  the  chair.    It  will  then  be  ^^  better 
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than  new  f*  and  except  you  fiJl  in  for  share  of  a 
shower  of  grape  shot,  you  wiU  be  independent  of 
the  Sasire  for  three  years,  or  thereabouts.  Sur- 
mounted by  your  Zamarra  and  Boynoj  you  will 
form  a  proper  Faccioso  figure,  presentable  at  court, 
in  camp,  on  Prado,  and  also  (if  you  feel  equal  to 
the  undertaking)  at  the  ^^  national  and  charactei> 
istic"  village  ball  on  Sunday  evenings,  when  hun- 
dreds join  hands  for  the  Ctdada.  Seeing  you  thus 
attired  and  occupied,  the  kind-hearted  people  will 
soon  forget  that  you  belong  to  the  race  of  northern 
barbarians  who  infest  their  coasts,  and  ere  long, 
will  learn  to  look  on  you  as  one  of  themselves : — 
not  equal  in  blood,  of  course  (for  who  can  vie  in 
ancestral  and  heraldic  honours  with  the  peasantry 
of  Biscay  ?) — but  as  a  person  who  has  good  taste 
and  good  sense  enough  to  come  and  be  happy 
amongst  them,  and  learn  a  Basque  lesson  how  to 
fight  for  his  King  and  Country. 
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(A.) 

CORRESPONDENCE  BETWEEN  LORD  RANELAGH 

AND  LORD  JOHN  HAY. 


LORD   RANELAGH  TO   LORD  JOHN   HAY. 

B^onnCy  Jan.  15, 1837- 

My  LfORD, — On  my  arriyal  in  this  town  yes- 
terday, I  wa^  credibly  informed  tliat  yonr  Lord- 
ship had  expressed  yoarself  in  very  forcible  terms 
against  me  for  the  part  I  am  supposed  to  have  taken 
against  the  forces  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  whilst 
with  General  Eguia  at  the  siege  of  Bilbao.  I  should 
not  presume  to  write  to  your  Lordship  respecting  a 
rumour  having  no  foundation  in  feet,  and  evidently 
originating  in  mistake,  but  that  the  mere  mention 
of  such  a  charge  is  of  too  serious  a  nature  to  be 
passed  over  without  refutation.  Report  says  your 
Lordship  has  been  informed  and  impressed  with  the 
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belief  that  I  have  been  seen  in  a  Carlist  battery, 
which  is  said  to  have  fired  against  his  Britannic 
Majestjr's  ships.  I  can  assure  your  Lordship  that, 
during  the  late  siege  of  Bilbao,  most  positive  orders 
were  given  by  the  In&nte  Don  Sebastian,  that 
under  no  circumstances  whatever  should  they  be 
fired  upon.  I  am  confident  that  had  the  crews  of 
the  British  men-of-war  wished  to  come  peaceably 
ashore,  as  they  were  in  the  habit  of  doing  during 
the  first  siege,  they  would  have  experienced  as 
much  attention  and  kindness  as  they  then  did  at 
the  hands  of  Zumalacarregul.  I  have  since  heard 
with  regret,  that  one  or  two  shots,  fired  by  a 
twenty-four  pounder,  which  was  advanced  to  the 
old  powder  magazine  near  the  bridge  of  Luchana, 
on  the  23rd  of  December,  to  bear  on  Fort  Desierto 
and  the  Spanish  gun-boats,  accidentally  struck  his 
Britannic  Majesty's  brig  Saracen.  This  mischance 
would,  in  all  probability,  not  have  occurred,  had 
General  Eguia  considered  it  safe,  or  indeed  pos- 
sible, to  send  a  message  to  the  British  Commander, 
to  request  the  removal  of  his  vessel ;  remembering, 
as  he  did,  the  reckless  barbarity  exhibited  some 
days  previously  towards  an  oflScer  of  his,  who  was 
shot  from  the  walls  of  Bilbao  while  bearing  a  flag 
of  truce,  with  an  answer  to  the  British  Consul  there. 
I  presume  that  this  battery  (the  only  one  which 
could  actually  bear  upon  the  position  under  Fort 
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Desierto,  where  the  British  vessel  lay)  is  the  parti- 
cular one  in  which  it  was  supposed  that  I  had  been 
seen  at  such  a  time.  Now,  I  beg  to  inform  your 
Lordship,  I  was  never  in  that  battery  while  it  was 
firing  at  Fort  Desierto,  or  at  the  Spanish  shipping 
in  the  anchorage  below.  I  must  add,  that  viewing 
as  I  did  the  retired  and  quiescent  positions  which 
his  Britannic  Majesty's  vessels  maintained  through- 
out, I,  up  to  the  hour  of  the  decisive  attack  on 
Luchana  and  Monte  de  Cabras,  never  contemplated 
the  probability  of  their  acting  under  the  orders  of 
General  Espartero,  and  in  consequence  was,  toge- 
ther with  other  Englishmen,  nearly  brought  into 
collision  with  them  on  the  night  of  the  24th  ult 
Indeed  it  was  not  until  yesterday  that  I  was  made 
acquainted  with  the  fact  that  his  Britannic  Majesty's 
Naval  force  had  taken  an  active  part  on  that  occa- 
sion ;  and  I  can  confidently  state  that  the  whole 
Carlist  camp  was  equally  destitute  of  any  certain 
information  of  the  actual  co-operation  either  of  his 
Britannic  Majesty's  forces  or  those  of  the  Legion 
from  San  Sebastian.  The  feelings  and  principles 
which  have  led  me  to  volunteer  my  humble  but 
zealous  support  in  the  cause  of  Don  Carlos  and  the 
persecuted  Basque  peasantry  (the  cause  at  once  of 
legitimate  monarchy  and  constitutional  rights)  are, 
I  trust,  of  a  true  English  stamp ;  said,  acting  on 
them  as  I  did,  unfettered  by  professional  service. 
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unmoved  by  the  vindictive  feelings  of  a  civil  strife, 
or  by  the  mercenary  considerations  which  have 
urged  a  crowd  of  reckless  adventurers  to  stain  the 
shores  of  Guipuscoa  with  the  blood  of  its  brave 
inhabitants,  I  had  hoped  that  I  had  thereby  given 
a  suflSdent  guarantee  in  the  eyes  of  every  candid 
and  fidr-judging  Englishman,  that  I  was  not  likely 
to  be  found  ranging  m]rself  under  the  banners  of 
revolution  and  anarchy,  treason  or  spoliation,  m 
any  country ;  still  less  of  wilfully  incurring  the  deep 
dishonour  of  defying  the  flag  of  my  own  sovereign. 
Seriously  misrepresented  as  I  now  find  my  conduct 
has  been,  I  may  take  the  liberty  of  reminding  your 
Lordship,  that  since  my  arrival  in  Biscay  I  have  not 
been  unmindful  of  the  interests  and  honour  of  £ng^ 
land,  and  that  my  first  act  was  to  appeal  to  the 
good  feelings  of  Don  Carlos  on  behalf  of  the  rights 
of  humanity,  and  to  obtain  from  him  the  truly  gra- 
tifying concession  that  die  Durango  decree  should 
be  abrogated  so  fiir  as  it  concerned  my  country, 
and  that  the  British  cockade  should  be  inviolably 
respected — a  concession  which  I  had.  die  honour 
to  transmit  to  your  Lordship's  immediate  notice, 
through  Captain  Maitland,  of  his  Britannic  Majes- 
ty's ship  TweedU  Then,  and  not  till  then,  I  freely 
and  unconditionally  lent  my  humble  aid  in  the  fieM 
on  several  occasions,  against  his  revolted  subjedB— 
a  liberty  of  action  which  I  believe  yoiu:  Lordship  will 
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not  venture  to  assert  is  in  anywise  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  England,  in  relation  to  the  two  belligerent 
powers  of  Spain.  However,  not  knowing  the  ex- 
tent of  the  misrepresentations  which  may  have  been 
made  to  your  Lordship,  I  can  only  say  that  if  any 
further  explanation  appears  necessary  to  your  Lord- 
ship, I  shall  be  happy  to  afford  it,  confident  that  on 
arriving  at  the  truth,  your  Lordship  will  cheerfully 
do  me  the  justice  which  I  feel  indispensable  to  my 
character  as  a  soldier  and  a  Briton, 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain  your  Lordship's 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

Ranelagh. 

To  Lord  John  Hay,  Commodore 
commandingy  &c. 

P.S.  Since  1  wrote  the  above,  I  have  learned 
that  the  inimical  reports  which  others  spread  against 
me,  having  been  unfortunately  accredited  by  your 
Lordship,  have  acquired  a  degree  of  publicity  which 
renders  it  necessary  that  I  should  as  publicly  pro- 
test against  them.  Your  Lordship  will,  therefore 
please  to  consider  your  reply  as  a  document  which 
in  the  course  of  my  own  justification  I  may  find  it 
necessary  to  give  to  the  world. 
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LORD  RANELAGH  TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  MORN- 
ING POST,  ENCLOSING  THE  CORRIBPONDENCE 
FOR   PUBLICATION. 

Bayoone,  Jan.  2S. 

Sir, — On  reading  over  my  letter  of  the  15th 
instant,  I  perceive  that  the  following  passage  re- 
quires some  further  explanations,  viz.  **  Viewing  as 
I  did  the  retired  and  quiescent  positions  which  his 
Britannic  Majesty's  vessels  maintained  throughout, 
I  up  to  the  hour  of  the  decisive  attack  on  Luchana 
and  Monte  de  Cabras,  never  contemplated  the  pro- 
bability of  their  acting  under  the  orders  of  General 
Espartero,  and  in  consequence  was,  together  vdth 
other  Englishmen,  nearly  brought  into  collision 
with  them  on  the  night  of  the  24th  ultimo."  This 
may  perhaps  appear  at  variance  with  the  reports 
received  in  England  of  the  active  efforts  of  the 
combined  forces  to  raise  the  siege  of  Bilbao ;  but 
really  the  very  singular  tactics  adopted  by  his 
Britannic  Majesty's  co-operative  armament  on  the 
occasion,  left  the  Carlists  in  perfect  ignorance  of 
what  they  had  to  expect  from  them.  The  plain 
facts  are  these :  his  Britannic  Majesty's  brig  Ring- 
dove lay  at  anchor  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
siege  in  the  Bilbao  river, .  between  Fort  Desierto 
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and  Portagalete,  within  half  musket  shot  of  the 
Carlists,  where,  had  she  been  considered  as  an 
enemy,  she  could  have  been  seriously  injured,  and 
perhaps  destroyed*  It  was  rumoured  that  she  had 
fired  three  or  four  shots  ashore ;  and  a  great  sensa- 
tion was  created  in  the  Carlist  camp  at  the  idea  of 
such  a  gratuitous  outrage,  during  a  state  of  virtual 
neutrality  and  mutual  forbearance,  where  no  provo- 
cation had  been  given ;  but  these  shots  were  after- 
wards discovered  to  be  nothing  more  than  signals 
to  steamers  in  the  offing,  and  nothing  of  retaliation 
was  attempted  or  thought  of.  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty's brig  Saracen  lay  further  up  the  river,  moored 
till  the  very  last  under  Fort  Desierto.  This  fort 
and  the  Spanish  gun-boats  were  almost  daily  en- 
gaged with  the  Carlists,  yet  the  Saracen,  which  lay 
in  the  midst  of  the  latter,  took  no  ostensible  part 
in  these  contests,  but  (as  it  now  appears)  sent  her 
crews  to  work  the  guns  in  the  fort,  whilst  she  her- 
self continued  to  be  quietly  at  anchor,  apparently 
neutral  and  harmless.  Had  either  vessel  acted 
openly  on  the  offensive  the  Carlists  would  have 
known  with  whom  they  had  to  deal,  and  I  should 
have  withdrawn  to  another  part  of  the  provinces. 
Their  first  undisguised  act  of  hostility  occurred  in 
the  decisive  attack  on  the  bridge  of  Luchana  and 
Monte  de  Cabras;  yet  even  there  escaped  recog- 
nition, enveloped  as  they  were  in  storm  and  dark- 
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ness,  whilst  surprising  the  all-confiding  Carlists. 
General  Villarreal's  report  of  the  aflhir,  in  which  no 
mention  whatever  is  made  of  the  co-operation  irf 
British  troops  or  vesselsi  will  sufficiently  substan- 
tiate the  fact  I  cannot  conclude  my  letter  widn 
out  bearing  testimony  to  ^e  humanity  ol  the 
brave  Basque  people,  and  to  their  forbearance 
under  very  severe  provocation.  So  &r  from  th^ 
mode  of  warfare  being  sanguinary  or  barbarous,  as 
interested  enemies,  both  Spanish  and  English,  are 
constantly  proclaiming,  I  can  (as  well  as  other  En- 
glishmen, spectators  of  their  proceedings  during 
the  last  campaign)  vouch  that  it  has  been  carried  on 
upon  a  fiir  more  civilised  system  than  the  British 
public  have  hitherto  been  permitted  to  believe. 
Indeed,  speaking  from  my  own  knowledge  ot  all 
that  occurred  at  the  siege  of  Bilbao,  I  feel  mysdf 
warranted  in  declaring  that  they  (the  Carlists)  act 
upon  much  more  humane  principles  than  their 
opponents,  who  seemed  to  neglect  no  opportunity 
of  indulging  in  outrage. 

Yours  obediently, 

Rakelagh. 
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LORD   JOHN   HAT   TO   LORD    RANELAGH. 

Hit  M^efty's  Ship  Phttniz,  Pasiagea, 
Jan.  26, 1837. 

My  Lord, — In  reference  to  your  Lordship's 
letter  of  the  15th  instant,  I  have  to  acquaint  you 
diat  I  received  information  that  several  British 
subjects,  amongst  whom  your  Lordship  was  named, 
were  acting  with  the  insurgent  army  during  the 
late  siege  of  Bilbao,  and  the  operations  on  the 
banks  of  the  Nervion.  Those  operations  lasted 
several  weeks,  and  during  the  whole  of  which 
period  six  vessels  belonging  to  his  Majesty's  squa- 
dron, and  many  boats,  with  their  flags  always  dis- 
played, were  actively  and  prominentiy  employed  in 
co-operating  witii  her  Catholic  Majesty's  forces 
against  the  insurgents,  for  the  relief  of  Bilbao,  and 
the  protection  of  the  persons  and  property  of  British 
subjects. 

It  therefwe  became  my  duty  to  direct  the 
senior  officer  in  command  of  his-  Majesty's  ships 
stationed  in  tiiat  river  to  make  every  inquiry  as  to 
the  authenticity  of  such  reports ;  tiie  result  has  been 
to  prove  tiiat  your  Lordship  took  an  active  part  in  the 
attack  on  Bilbao,  and  the  operations  on  that  river. 

Afl  to  any  reports  to  which  you  allude  of  ex- 
pressions having  &llen  from  me,  I  will  observe,  that 
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all  my  observations  have  been  founded  on  the  above 
facts.  Your  Lordship  is  perfectly  mistaken  if  you 
imagine  that  I  have  endeavoured  to  ascertain  the 
particular  battery  or  position  in  which  your  presence 
or  exertions  were  employed.  I  never  considered 
this  a  point  of  the  least  importance :  my  object  was 
to  ascertain  correctly,  for  the  information  of  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  what  En- 
glishmen (if  any)  were  acting  with  the  Pretender's 
troops  when  the  British  flag  was  co-operating  with 
her  Catholic  Majesty's  forces,  leaving  it  to  the 
British  government  to  institute  such  proceedings 
as  they  may  deem  proper. 

Captain  Maitland  informs  me  that  no  such 
communication  has  ever  reached  him  as  that  alluded 
to  in  your  letter  respecting  an  alleged  abrogation 
of  a  part  of  the  Durango  decree,  nor  b  it  of  any 
consequence,  as  that  barbarous  document  never 
appeared  to  me  to  direct  the  murder  of  those  serv- 
ing under  the  British  flag  who  might  have  fidlen 
into  the  hands  of  the  Pretender's  troops. 

As  your  Lordship  has  thought  fit  to  address  to 
me  in  no  very  measured  terms,  certain  remarks  on 
the  motives  which  you  assume  to  have  actuated  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  British  Auxiliary  Legion  to 
enter  the  service  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  I  have 
thought  proper  to  forward  a  copy  of  your  letter  to 
the  officer  commanding  that  force. 
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I  have  been  impelled  by  a  sense  of  public  doty 
to  place  before  his  Majesty's  government  the  tacts 
to  which  my  letter  refers.  Such  being  the  case, 
your  Lordship  will  see  the  impossibility  of  my  car- 
rying on  any  correspondence  on  this  subject  beyond 
this  statement,  which  puts  your  Lordship  in  pos- 
session of  the  official  steps  I  have  taken. 

I  am,  my  Lord,  &c., 
(Signed)  John  Hat. 

The  Lord  Raoelagh,  8ic,  ftc. 


Note  by  the  Editor,  Idth  July,  1837.— It 
is  only  rince  the  completion  of  this  work,  that  I 
have  been  informed  of  a  circumstance  which  throws 
an  unexpected  light  on  the  difficulty  expressed  in 
Vol.  L  page  131,  with  respect  to  what  appeared  to 
me  the  ante-date  of  the  Royal  order  exempting  the 
forces  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  from  the  denuncia- 
tions of  the  Durango  decree.  I  have  however  lately 
been  assured,  (on  authority  which  I  cannot  doubt) 
that  the  Royal  British  Marines  were  excepted  from 
the  penalties  of  the  Durango  Decree,  (published  the 
10th  of  June  1835,)— by  a  Royal  Order  dated  on 
the  15th  of  July  1836,  at  Villafranca  (not  Vil- 
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lareal)  de  Guipusooa ;  which  order  was  iouiK 
Gommimicated,  not  only  to  all  the  Carliat  Generak 
and  principal  officers  on  the  coast,  but  to  all  the 
diplomatic  agents  of  Don  Carlos  abroad.  However, 
it  was  not  made  public ; — ^nay,  it  was,  I  am  infiinned, 
communicated  with  the  injunction  that  it  should  be 
kept  secret,  for  two  reasons: — 1st,  to  prevent  the 
beneficial  preventive  effects  anticipated  from  the 
publication  of  the  Durango  Decree  (the  cessation 
of  enlistment  for  the  service  of  Isabella,  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland),  being  counteracted  by  a  large 
shipment  of  Royal  Marines  instead  of  the  obnoxious 
Legion : — 2ndly,  to  avoid  exciting  the  indignation 
which  such  an  act  of  mercy  (towards  the  troops  of 
a  nation  taking  a  hostile  part  against  a  people  who 
never  injured  them),  would  have  aroused  in  the 
minds  of  the  greater  number  of  the  pardxans  of 
Don  Carlos. 

The  bet  appears  to  be,  that  D<m  Carlos  and  hit 
Minister  were  less  anxious  about  acquiring  the  repu- 
tation of  a  merciful  administration,  than  actually 
practising  mercy  as  £»  as  it  could  iofdy  be  con- 
ceded, amidst  the  excitements  of  the  war  of  exter- 
mination waged  against  them. 

It  certainly  seems  somewhat  singular,  that  Se- 
iioT  Erro  should  not  have  explained  the  actual 
state  of  the  case  to  Lord  Ranelagh  in  all  their 
discussions  on  the    principle  and  policy  of   the 
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Durango  Decree  as  affecting  all  parties;  during 
wluch  the  minor  point  of  the  claims  of  the  Bri- 
tish cockade  might  very  naturally  have  been 
taken  for  granted  by  his  Lordship,  to  be  virtually 
involved  in  the  greater. 

Lord  Ranelagh  was  (as  well  as  myself)  undoabt- 
edly  permitted  to  remain  under  the  impression  that 
he  had  obtained  from  Don  Carlos  <<  the  truly  grati- 
fying concession  that  the  Durango  Decree  should 
be  abrogated  so  £eir  as  it  concerned  the  British 
cockade/' — ^a  misconception,  the  accountability  for 
which  certainly  rests  with  Senor  Erro,  and  arose,  I 
can  now  well  believe^  from  a  mere  equivoque  in  the 
partial  explanations  which  the  Minister  was  able  to 
afford  his  Lordship,  imder  the  very  ^*  peculiar  posi- 
tion "  in  which  he  stood  with  respect  to  the  secret 
Royal  Order. 

Since  my  return  to  London,  my  attention  having 
been  particularly  called  to  this  point  of  Lord  Rane- 
lagh's  letter,  I  made  (in  his  Lordship's  absence  at 
Rome)  all  possible  inquiries  within  the  very  limited 
time  allowed  me  to  complete  this  Appendix  (after 
the  first  volume  had  gone  to  press),  as  to  the  causes 
of  the  mistake ; — and  have  received  tiie  following 
explanation  from  autiiority  on  which  I  can  place 
implicit  reliance : — 

«  Lord  Ranelagh,  in  October  1836,  being  at  Du- 
rango, had  wme  interviews  with  Senor  Erro  on  tiie 
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subject  of  that  Decree.  In  one,  at  last,  the  minister, 
who  coald  not,  according  to  his  instructions,  tell 
Lord  Ranelagh  the  real  &ct  of  the  existing  order, — 
said  to  him  in  French : — ^  Eh  bien  I  quant  dlaco- 
carde  Anglaise,  nous  avans  paunm :  nous  amms  ar^ 
range  tout  cela  P  ( Well !  As  to  the  English  cockade, 
we  have  provided  about  that.  We  have  arranged  all 
that ! )  These  expressions  conveyed  to  his  Lordship 
the  idea  that  it  was  owing  to  his  exertions  that  those 
arrangements  were  made;  and  as  a  loyal  British 
subject  he  felt  naturally  proud  of  it;  while  the 
minister  was  alluding  with  diplomatic  skill  to  the 
existing  order  of  the  15th  July  preceding." 


The  following  highly  illustrative  letter  from  a 
gentleman  who  was  present  at  the  siege  of  Bilbao, 
was  elicited  by  the  late  parliamentary  debates  which 
arose  on  the  motion  of  Sir  Henry  Hardinge,  Bart 
on  the  17th  of  April,  1837. 

^*  That  an  humble  address  be  presented  to  his 
Majesty,  praying  that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased 
not  to  renew  the  Order  in  Council  of  the  10th  of 
June  1835,  granting  his  Majesty's  royal  license  to 
British  subjects  to  enlist  into  the  service  of  the 
Queen  of  Spain,  which  order  in  Council  will  expire 
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on  the  10th  of  June  next;  and  praying  also  that 
his  Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  give  di- 
rections that  the  Marine  forces  of  his  Majesty  shall 
not  be  employed  in  the  civil  contest  now  prevailing 
in  Spain,  otherwise  than  in  that  Naval  co-operation 
which  his  Majesty  has  engaged  to  afford  if  necessary, 
under  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty." 


"to  the  editor  of  the  morning  post. 

"Sir, — As  the  statement  made  officially  by  the 
Earl  of  Minto  in  the  recent  debate  on  Spanish 
affairs,  that  his  Britannic  Majesty's  Naval  forces 
acted  openly  as  belligerents  during  the  whole  time 
of  the  siege  of  Bilbao,  is  calculated  to  fix  the  stigma 
of  having  borne  arms  against  his  national  flag  upon 
every  Englishman  who,  like  myself,  may  have  been 
at  that  time  serving  with  the  Carlist  army, — may  I 
request  the  £Eivour  of  a  small  space  in  your  valuable 
columns  for  a  few  remarks  upon  the  character  of  the 
operations  in  the  River  Nervion. 

"  It  was  observed  by  his  Lordship  on  the  occasion 
to  which  I  have  referred,  that  the  inference  drawn 
by  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  from  a  letter  of  Lord 
Ranelagh,  descriptive  of  the  position  of  the  British 
squadron  at  Bilbao,  was  by  no  means  borne  out; 
that  he  (Lord  Minto)  was  glad  of  an  opportunity  of 
stating  that  the  King's  forces  at  Bilbao  were  acting 
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openly  in  co-operation  with  the  Legion;  that  the 
Fort  of  Desierto  was  garrisoned  by  mariners,  who 
were  daily  firing  upon  those  Carlists  who  came 
within  range  of  their  guns ;  that  the  vessels  in  the 
river  were  daily  exposed  to  the  firing  of  the  Carlists, 
as  well  as  the  boats  of  his  Britannic  Majest/s 
squadron,  which,  with  their  colours  always  displayed, 
were  employed  in  keeping  up  the  conununications 
between  Bilbao  and  the  sea.  That  there  was  no 
truth  whatever  in  the  report  that  the  British  squa- 
dron took  shelter  under  the  character  of  neutrality; 
on  the  contrary,  they  appeared  in  the  character  of 
open  belligerents,  as  they  were. 

<*  With  regard  to  these  observations  of  the  noble 
Earl,  allow  me  to  say  that  his  Lordship  must  either 
have  taken  a  hastily-conceived  and  most  incorrect 
view  of  the  actual  nature  of  the  British  operations 
in  the  river  Nervion  previously  to  the  24th  of  De- 
cember, or  else  the  o£Bcial  report  upon  which  the 
above-mentioned  statements  were  founded,  was 
strangely  at  variance  with  fiict,  as  fiu*  at  least  as 
could  be  ascertained  through  the  most  diligent  and 
unremitting  inquiries  on  the  part  of  the  English 
with  the  Carllst  army,  who  naturally  felt  the  deep- 
est anxiety  to  avoid  all  collision  with  the  forces  of 
their  Sovereign^  by  which  I  mean  the  Royal  Marines 
and  seamen ;  for  such  single  and  isolated  artillery- 
men as  were  from  time  to  time  seen  in  the  town  of 
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Bilbao,  at  Portugalete,  or  elsewhere,  were  supposed 
to  belong  to  General  Evans's  Legion,  for  we  had 
not  contemplated  the  emplojrment  of  the  British 
Royal  Artillery  onder  the  terms  of  *  naval  co-ope- 
ration' stipulated  in  the  Quadruple  Treaty.  I  am, 
therefore,  ready  to  come  forward  and  give  in  the 
most  solemn  and  unequivocal  manner  my  corrobo- 
ration of  every  statement  in  the  letter  of  Lord  Ra- 
nelagh  which  was  alluded  to  by  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington, and  I  am  sure  I  can  answer  for  the  same 
readiness  to  bear  the  like  testimony  on  the  part  of 
tiiose  of  my  countrymen  who  were  then  witii  the 
Carlists. 

<<The  noble  Earl  stated,  in  the  first  instance, 
that  his  Britannic  Majesty's  forces  had  acted  in 
open  oo-operation  widi  the  Legion.  I  shall  not  refer 
to  any  other  operations  than  those  in  the  river  Ner- 
vion,  and  previous  to  the  attack  in  the  dark  on  the 
bridge  of  Luchana  and  Monte  de  Cabras  on  the  24th 
of  December.  If  then,  by  this  open  oHoperation  is 
meant  the  conveying  backwards  and  forwards  by 
die  boats  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's  squadron  of  the 
Christino  troops  from  one  side  of  the  river  to  the 
other  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Portugalete,  and 
out  of  the  range  of  the  Carlist  batteries,  such  co- 
operation, unaccompanied  by  any  act  of  offensive 
hostility,  was  undoubtedly  afforded. 
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"  The  nextpoiut  is  the  employment  of  the  Royal 
Marines  in  working  the  guns  of  Fort  Desierto, 
whilst  the  vessels  to  which  they  belonged,  as  well 
as  their  boats  were  constantly  exposed  to  the  reta- 
liatory fire  of  the  Carlists.  That  the  marines  and 
seamen  were  so  employed  we  subsequently  learned 
to  be  true,  but  during  the  time  there  was  no  means 
of  ascertaining  whilst  the  Spanish  flag  was  flying 
above  Fort  Desierto,  that  British  naval  forces,  and 
not  troops  of  the  Queen  Dowager  of  Spain,  were 
thus  acting  as  belligerents  behind  stone  walls, 
whilst  their  vessels,  apparently  without  a  soul  on 
board,  lay  quietly  at  anchor,  secured  save  by  aoci* 
dental  misdirection,  from  the  Carlist  shot,  by  tibe 
protection  of  their  neutral  flag,  as  it  was  then  consi- 
dered, so  &r  at  least  as  offensive  operations  were 
concerned. 

*<  As  for  the  boats  of  the  squadron  which  were 
alleged  to  have  been  fired  upon  by  the  Carlists 
whilst  employed  with  the  British  colours  displayed, 
in  keeping  up  the  communications,  I  can  only  say 
such  acts  of  aggression  on  the  part  of  the  CarUsts 
must  have  taken  place  during  the  night,  or  under 
some  other  circumstances,  which  prevented  the  fli^ 
from  being  distinguished;  indeed,  so  scmpulons 
were  the  Carlists  to  avoid  direct  hostilities  with  the 
British  squadron,  that  the  Infante  Don  Sebastian 
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had,  it  was  universally  known  amongst  the  Royalist 
army,  requested  of  the  General-in-chief  that  even 
if  an  aggressive  shot  should. be  fired  from  the  men- 
of-war  it  should  not  be  returned. 

^*.I  trust  I  have  now  said  sufficient  to  show  that, 
if  it  can  be  proved  by  the  evidence  of  every  En- 
glishman who  took  part  with  the  besieging  army 
the  facts  are  as  I  have  stated,  the  concluding 
remarks  of  Lord  Minto  relative  to  the  character  of 
open  belligerents  assumed  by  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty's forces  are  wholly  unsupported  by  what 
actually  took  place ;  for  I  must  be  permitted  to 
maintain,  with  all  deference  to  the  Noble  Earl,  that 
his  Britannic  Majesty's  forces  were  in  all  appear- 
ance strictly  neutral,  and  that  they  were  on  no 
occasion  previous  to  the  attack  on  Luchana,  consi- 
dered as  belligerents  in  an  offensive  sense. 

<<  I  shall  make  no  comment  as  to  whether  such 
manner  of  carrying  on  warlike  operations  be  either 
chivalrous  or  generous,  but  shall  merely  repeat  that 
I  neglected  no  opportunity  of  obtaining  for  my  own 
satisfaction,  the  earliest  and  most  accurate  intelli- 
gence of  the  British  movements,  and  that  what  I 
have  been  able  to  collect  folly  justifies  me  in  corro- 
borating every  statement  made  in  the  letter  quoted 
by  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  and  which  gave  his 
Grace  occasion  to  infer  that  the  conduct  pursued  by 
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hu  Britannic  Majesty's  naval  forces  was  neither  £Edr 
nor  honourable  as  between  nation  and  nation.  I 
have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  your  very  obedient 
servant, 

<<  S.  M.  HUBffPHREYS." 

<•  Bnuselfl,  April  SSth,  1837.*' 
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(B.) 


Th£  following  document  is  interesting  as  illus- 
trative of  tke  spirit  of  conciliation  and  mercy 
which  actuated  Don  Carlos  and  his  mimstry  at  the 
period  when  the  siege  of  Bilbao  was  commenced 
under  Villarreal,  in  October,  1836. 

"  ROYAL  ARMY. 

*^  By  an  order  which  I  have  this  day  received 
from  his  Excellency  the  General-in-Chief  of  the 
Armies  of  the  King,  under  date  of  the  25th  of  the 
present  month,  I  am  instructed  to  communicate  to 
all  those  who  have  been  expelled  from  the  king- 
dom, or  sent  to  other  provinces,  that  they  are 
hereby  permitted  to  return  to  the  bosom  of  their 
fiunilies,  without  fear  or  alarm. 

^*  As  you  are  comprised  in  this  order,  I  hasten 
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to  make  it  known  to  you  that  you  may  take  sudi 
steps  as  you  may  think  necessary. 
**  God  protect  you. 

*<  Jose  Maria  de  Aguirre,  Conu^^ 

*'  Arciniega,  Oct  25,  1836. 

'*  To  Don  Jose  Antonio  de  OladU,  and  Don 

Juan  Antonio  de  Yturribania,  Bayonne." 


OCTOBER  siege  OF  BILBAO,  1836. 

The  French  journals  published  the  following 
bulletin  extraordinary,  addressed  to  the  Minister 
of  War,  at  Madrid,  by  the  Christino  Commandante 
at  Bilbao.  The  translation  varies  in  several  places 
from  that  which  fell  into  my  hands,  (alluded  to  at 
Vol.  I.  page  220)  and  I  cannot  say  which  is  the 
correct  one  ;  not  having  seen  the  Spanish  original. 

<*  Excellent  Sir, — After  a  siege  which  lasted  six 
days,  and  which,  during  the  last  three,  was  more 
destructive  than  any  ever  yet  recorded  in  the  annals 
of  history,  the  enemy  abandoned  their  senseless 
attempt  with  as  much  opprobrium  and  disgrace  to 
themselves  as  glory  to  this  heroic  town,  and  its 
brave  defenders*  Two  of  our  principal  batteries 
had  been  dismantled,  after  six  hours'  continual 
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firing,  and  all  the  ardllery-men  who  had  served 
the  guns  had  been  pat  hors  de  combat^  and  were 
more  or  less  severely  wounded.  Nevertheless  the 
breach  opened  by  the  enemy's  fire  was  defended 
throughout  the  day,  by  a  small  number  of  infantry, 
who,  in  spite  of  the  losses  sustained  by  their  ranks 
from  the  Carlist  batteries,  never  once  thought  of 
seeking  shelter,  and  manfully  disputed  every  inch 
of  ground* 

^^  The  enemy  thinking  it  easy  to  storm  the 
place,  by  means  of  the  access  presented  by  the 
walls  in  ruin,  made  a  reconnoissance  under  the 
walls  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  arriving  as 
far  as  the  parapet ;  but  the  garrison  charged  the 
assailants  with  unexampled  intrepidity,  and  forced 
them  to  give  way,  and  the  enemy  falling  back  left 
under  the  ramparts  a  number  of  men  killed  and 
wounded.  Their  losses  in  this  attack  amounted 
to  two  hundred  men.  This  attempt,  followed 
by  several  partial  attacks,  which  were  continued 
throughout  the  night,  prevented  the  batteries  from 
being  re-established  with  the  requisite  solidity, 
and  on  the  following  day  it  was  not  only  impossible 
to  discharge  these  batteries,  but  others  were  also 
hit  by  the  enemy's  shot;  two  more  were  disman- 
tled, and  thus  was  opened  an  entire  line  of  attack 
without  guns,  and  defended  only  by  the  infantry. 
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which  preased  apon  the  ruined  walls.  During  the 
night  the  enemy  made  prepaiations  for  a  new 
attadL;  and  on  our  side  we  prepared  to  defend 
the  place,  but  the  attack  was  not  made.  The 
efforts  of  the  leaders  diemselves  were  unable  to 
triumph  over  the  panic  d  the  soldiers.  Profiting 
during*  the  night  by  this  momentary  tranquillity, 
and  by  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  whidi  was  no 
doubt  occasioned  by  the  rain  that  fell  in  torrents, 
we  worked  with  redoubled  activity  at  the  repara- 
tion of  the  works,  into  which  a  breach  had  been 
made^  and  at  the  erection  of  new  ones.  On  the 
following  day  all  the  batteries,  established  with  the 
same  solidity  as  before  the  si^^  opened  upon 
those  of  the  enemy  so  well-directed  a  fire,  that 
at  four  o'clock  in  the  evening  the  whole  of  the 
Carlist  artillery  was  silenced.  The  severe  expe- 
rience gained  by  the  enemy,  during  these  three 
days,  convinced  them  of  the  imposdbiUty  of  taking 
the  place  without  ftnnihiUring  the  whole  of  its 
brave  defenders.  They  accordingly  decided  upon 
withdrawing  the  whole  of  their  artillery.  Of  this 
fact  we  were  assured  last  night.  The  whole  line 
of  the  batteries  has  been  abandoned,  and  merely 
a  few  battalions  of  infimtry  occupy  the  same  posi- 
tion as  before. 

^<  All  the  divisions  id  the  Army  and  the  Na- 
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tional  Guards  have  done  their  duty  admirably, 
and  have  vied  with  each  other  in  zeal  and 
coun^e;  the  brilliant  and  multiplied  proofs  of 
which  I  shall  lay  before  yoor  Excellency  as  soon 
as  I  am  sufficiently  at  liberty  to  address  a  minute 
report  of  them  to  you.  I  now  merely  inform  your 
Elxcellency,  that  I  am  proud  of  commanding  such 
valiant  troops,  to  whose  heroic  intrepidity  in  the 
midst  of  peril  no  language  can  do  justice.  Their 
conduct  has  been,  in  every  respect,  worthy  of  a 
signal  testimony  of  the  royal  munificence.  I  should 
be  wanting  in  my  duty  if,  in  sj^ite  of  the  short 
time  at  my  disposal,  I  neglected  to  state  to  your 
Excellency  the  misfortunes  of  this  town,  which  is 
so  worthy  of  peculiar  attention,  both  from  its  pa- 
triotism and  its  sufferings.  For  the  second  time,  its 
inhabitants  have  given  to  the  world  an  admirable 
proof  of  their  patriotic  enthusiasm,  regardless  of 
their  live8»  and  solicitous  only  of  preserving  their 
honour. 

*^  The  damage  occasioned  by  the  former  si^e 
was  considerable,  but  the  losses  sustained  from 
the  present  have  been  hx  greater.  The  project 
of  the  Carlists  was  to  gratify  the  thirst  of  pri- 
vate vengeance  on  Bilbao — a  plan  worthy  of  the 
men  by  whom  it  was  entertained — ^worthy  of  the 
Bishop  of  Leon,  Eguia,  and  the  Marquis  de  Valde 
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Espina.  The  firamers  of  the  plan  witnessed  the 
sufferings  to  which  the  town  was  exposed,  and  yet 
collected  around  it  all  the  elements  of  destruction. 
From  the  commencement  to  the  termination  of  the 
siege,  the  enemy  directed  2,000  incendiary  pro- 
jectiles against  the  town,  which,  for  three  days,  was 
exposed  to  this  shower  of  fire,  and  thus  completely 
ruined  and  disfigured.  Not  a  single  house  has 
escaped  without  injury  of  some  sort  Furniture, 
goods,  the  wealth  accumulated  by  industry  and 
trade,  all  have  been  destroyed  or  buried  in  a  heap 
of  ruins.  The  loss  is  estimated  at  several  millions, 
and  yet  in  the  midst  of  the  scene  of  devastation 
and  mourning,  not  a  murmur  of  complaint  was 
heard.  Men  and  women — ^in  a  word,  the  whole 
population — were  occupied  only  with  repulsing  the 
enemy,  and  whilst  their  ruin  was  being  completed 
their  only  care  was  to  furnish  the  defenders  of  the 
place  with  supplies  and  assistance.  An  observer 
might  have  availed  himself  of  this  opportunity  of 
witnessing  a  repetition  of  the  sublime  traits  which 
immortalised  the  heroic  ages  of  Rome  and  Sparta. 
*^  As  I  have  already  announced  to  your  Excellen- 
cy, I  will  shortly  lay  before  you  more  ample  details 
of  the  operations  of  the  siege,  as  it  would  be  unjust 
to  deprive  a  number  of  honourable  citizens  of  the 
praises  and  the  recompenses  which  are  their  due. 
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From  this  moment  I  may  assure  your  Excellency, 
that  with  Spaniards  like  those  in  the  town  of  Bilbao, 
the  cause  of  the  Usurper  will  never  triumph,  nor 
will  the  throne  of  her  Majesty  Isabella  II.  and  the 
liberties  of  the  country  be  ever  endangered. 
God  preserve  you. 

"  Arraoz." 

(A  true  copy.) 

"  Bilbao,  October  29." 
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(C.) 


FROM    GENERAL   COUNT   DE   CA8A    EGUIA    TO    THE 

MINISTER  OF  WAR. 

Excellent  Sir, — It  is  with  grief  that  I  com- 
mimicate  to  you  the  enclosed  report  of  the  perfi- 
dious conduct  of  the  besieged  against  an  officer 
sent  as  a  parlementary.  It  was  unworthy  of  the 
Spanish  character,  and  a  poor  recompense  for  the 
generosity  shown  by  the  troops  of  his  Majesty  in 
sparing  the  lives  of  a  garrison  of  300  men,  taken 
by  assault  in  fort  San  Mam^.  Be  pleased  to  by 
this  before  his  Majesty. 

God  protect  your  Excellency. 

Count  de  Casa  Eouia. 

Camp  before  Bilbao,  Not.  11. 

To  the  Minifter  of  War. 
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FROM  BRIGADIER  ZARATEI6UI  TO  GENERAL  EGUIA. 

Excellent  Sir, — My  Adjutant,  Don  Mariano 
Sanz,  presented  himself  in  the  usual  forms  of  a 
parlemeniario  before  the  gate  of  San  Agustin,  of 
Bilbao,  in  order  to  deliver  two  despatches  for- 
warded to  me  by  your  Excellency :  one  from  the 
Universal  Minister,  and  the  other  from  your  Ex- 
cellency, both  addressed  to  the  Consul  of  his  Bri- 
tannic Majesty  residing  in  that  town.  He  had 
ordered  the  trumpet  to  be  sounded  for  the  fourth 
time,  when  the  besieged  fired  at  him  several  shots, 
one  of  which  seriously  wounded  him.  He,  how- 
ever, succeeded  in  getting  away,  and  was  led  to 
my  quarters,  where  he  remains. 

The  dispatches  and  his  boyna  (cap)  remained 
behind. 

God  protect  your  Excellency. 

Juan  Antonio  Zaratieigui. 

DeoBto,  Not.  1 1th. 
To  General  Count  de  Casa  Egnia. 


GENERAL   SARASA*S   REPORT    OF  A  SORTIE  FROM 

BILBAO. 

Excellent  Sir,  —  This  morning,  at  half-past 
twelve  o'clock,  I  quitted  Zamudio  for  the  heights 
12 
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of  San  Domingo,  to  reconnoitre  the  line.  At  ooe 
o'clock  I  learnt  that  the  enemy,  2,000  in  number, 
had  madeasortie  from  BQbao,  with  the  intention 
of  getting  possession  of  the  above  mentioned 
heights  and  burning  a  number  of  houses.  I  has- 
tened my  march,  and  gave  orders  that  six  compa- 
nies of  the  4th  battalion,  stationed  at  Derio  and 
Zamudio,  should,  with  all  possible  expedition,  ad- 
vance and  reinforce  those  of  the  6th  battalion  who 
were  protecting  the  heights. 

I  arrived  on  the  ground  at  half-past  one. 
The  advanced  posts  had  aLready  opened  fire  and 
were  retreating  on  San  Domingo,  pursued  by  the 
enemy.  At  this  moment,  the  flank  companies  of 
the  6th  battalion,  with  their  Conunandante  at  their 
head,  charged  the  enemy  with  such  vigour,  diat 
although  considerably  superior  in  numbers  they 
were  obliged  to  retreat  on  B^ona,  as  fer  as 
the  point  called  *the  Rotura.'  Here  again  die 
enemy  had  to  sustain  a  heavy  fire  from  one  of 
our  batteries,  supported  by  some  companies  of  the 
6th  battalion,  intrenched  behind  a  wall  on  the  hig^ 
road.  The  companies  belon^ng  to  the  4th  batta- 
lion now  making  their  appearance,  the  enemy  weie 
again  attacked,  compelled  to  abandon  all  their  por- 
tions— and  to  retreat  disgracefully  at  four  o'dodc, 
p.m.,  pursued  by  our  brave  troops,  notwithstanding 
the  heavy  firing  of  their  forts ;  they  however  sue- 
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ceeded  in  setting  fire  to  some  houses  at  Uribarri 
and  others  near  to  our  batteries. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  must  be  considerable ; 
several  of  their  dead  were  left  on  the  field  of  battle, 
and  they  carried  away  a  great  many  wounded. 
Our  loss  is  insignificant  The  valour  of  our  sol- 
diers is  above  all  praise. 

God  protect  your  Excellency. 

Juan  Manuel  Sarasa. 

Head- quarters,  Galdacano,  Not.  23,  183S. 
To  the  Minister  of  War. 


GENERAL    BRUNO    DE    VILLARREAL'S     REPORT    OF 
THE    REPULSE    OF   ESPARTERO   AT    CASTREJANA. 

Excellent  Sir, — The  arms  of  his  Majesty  have 
obtained  another  day  of  glory.  At  break  of  day 
Espartero  assembled  the  whole  of  his  forces  at 
Sestao,  and  advancing  by  the  Desierto,  crossed  a 
bridge  which  he  had  thrown  in  front  of  San  Ni- 
colas, and  took  the  direction  of  Burceiia  by  Bara- 
caldo.  I  had  taken  up  my  position  from  the  bank 
of  the  river  near  Burcena  to  the  bridge  of  Castre- 
jana,  covering  the  fords  Ibarza,  Achandia,  Zuvilleta, 
Ibargoche,  and  Puertorico ;  and  from  Alonsotegui 

VOL.  II.  o 
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to  Sodape  and  Ogaendo.  I  left  Brigadier  Don 
Prudencio  Sopelana  to  defend  the  bridge  of  Cas- 
trejana  with  the  flank  company  of  the  2nd  battalion 
of  Guipnscoa,  and  the  Ist,  4th»  and  5th  of  Alava. 
I  also  placed  at  the  bridge  of  Alonaotegui  the 
commander  of  the  Ist  battalion  of  Alava,  with 
three  companies  of  his  battalion;  the  bridge  of 
Lacuarde  was  intrusted  to  the  commander  of  the 
4th  battalion,  with  three  companies  belonging  to 
his  own  battalion  and  the  5tL  The  bridge  of 
Burcena  was  defended  by  the  commander  of  the 
8th  battalion  of  Biscay,  with  his  battalion. 

These  dispositions  taken,  I  hastened  to  the  ad- 
vanced guard  commanded  by  Don  Castor  Ande- 
chaga,  and  composed  of  the  7th  battalion  of  Bis- 
cay. The  instant  I  arrived  (mid-day)  the  firing 
commenced  from  the  heights,  near  the  convent  of 
Burceiia.  After  a  short  time  I  made  a  feigned 
retreat,  in  hopes  of  drawing  my  opponents  towards 
the  bridge  of  Castrejana.  The  enemy's  line  at 
that  time  extended  along  the  whole  of  my  fronts 
and  the  fire  was  general. 

The  enemy  now  attempted  to  force  the  passage 
by  the  bridge  of  Castrejana  and  the  fort  of  Znvil- 
leta ;  but  our  men,  placed  on  the  bridge,  charged 
them  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and  dnve  ihem 
from  the  houses,  the  heights,  and  the  Hermitage 
of  Santa  Agueda,  and  even  got  possesaion  of  the 
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last  mentioned  height,   notwithstanding  a  strong 
resistance. 

At  dusk^  the  enemy  were  flying  in  disorder. 
We  are  still  pursuing  them.  We  have  already  made 
several  prisoners,  and  got  possession  of  ammunition, 
gun  carriages,  and  mules  laden  with  baggage. 

Our  loss  is  trifling;  that  of  the  enemy  must  be 
considerable,  for  the  field  of  battle  was  covered 
with  their  dead. 

I  remain  on  the  lines  in  order  to  give  them  a 
warm  reception  should  they  again  attempt  to  ad- 
vance. 

Bruno  de  Villarreal. 

Heights  of  Castrqana,  Not.  27* 
To  the  Minister  of  War. 


general  count  de  casa  eguia's  report  of 
the  attack  on  san  agustin. 

ExcBLLSNT  Sir, — Agreeably  to  my  report  of 
last  night,  the  fixing  against  the  convent  of  San 
Agustin  commenced  this  morning  at  half-past  nine. 

The  bridge  of  BurceSa  has  been  broken  down, 
it  being  my  opinion  that  the  division  of  Espartero 
will  endeavour  to  force  that  passage;  I  have  rein- 

o2 


292 .  APPENDIX. 

forced  the  party  defending  the  bridge  with  two 
battalions  and  two  pieces  of  eight. 
God  protect  your  Excellency. 

Count  de  Casa  EIguia. 

Head-quarten,  OUyeaga,  Nov.  27»  1896. 
To  the  Minister  of  War. 


FROM  THE  SAME  TO  THE  SAME. 

Excellent  Sir, — The  firing  against  the  convent 
of  San  Agustin  continued  this  afternoon,  but 
having  heard  the  fire  of  Espartero's  column,  whidi 
was  attacking  our  positions,  I  gave  orders  to  the 
Commandant- General  of  the  Engineers  and  the 
Commandant  of  the  line  instantly  to  take  San 
Agustin  by  assault,  whilst  with  the  whole  of  my 
disposable  force  I  advanced  on  Burcena. 

I  have  not  time  to  send  your  Excellency  any 
details.  I  am,  however,  happy  to  inform  you  that 
our  efforts  have  been  crowned  with  success;  the 
enemy  has  been  repulsed  and  beaten,  and  the  con- 
vent of  San  Agustin  taken  by  assault 

We  were  only  able  to  save  75  prisoners;  the 
loss  of  the  enemy  is  serious.  I  have  sent  the  pri- 
soners to  the  Commandant-Oeneral  of  Biscay,  that 
they  may  be  forwarded  to  the  depot ;  I  have  also 
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8ent>  24   prisoners  wounded   to   the    hospital  of 
Munguia. 
God  protect  your  ExceUency. 

Count  de  Casa  Eguia. 

Head-quarters,  Olareaga,  Nov.  27f  1886. 
To  the  Minister  of  War. 


FROM   THE   MARQUIS   DE   VALDE-ESPINA    ON   THE 
VICTORIES   OP  THE   27TH   NOV. 

Excellent  Sir, — The  enemy  has  been  beaten 
and  repulsed  by  our  brave  troops  on  the  bridge  of 
Castrejana,  and  a  ford  of  Zuvilleta. 

San  Agustin  has  been  taken  by  assault  Our 
volunteers  gave  proofe  of  courage  beyond  all  des- 
cription ;  they  actually  advanced  in  the  midst  of 
burning  materials,  and  the  destructive  fire  of  bombs 
and  granades.  A  great  many  of  the  enemy  were 
sacrificed  to  the  vengeance  of  our  soldiers — 75  only 
were  saved.  Many  Christinos  were  burnt  to  death 
in  the  convent,  which  was  set  fire  to  by  their  com- 
rades. 

We  have  also  got  possession  of  a  fortified  an- 
cient palace,  and  a  house  adjoining  it 
God  protect  your  Excellency. 

Marquis  de  Valde-espina. 

Deusto,  Not.  27, 1836. 

To  the  Minister  of  War. 

od 
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GENERAL  VILLARREAL's   REPORT  OF  THE  SECOND 
VICTORT  AT  CA8TREJANA. 

Excellent  Sir, — Desirous  of  giving  fresh  vigour 
to  our  operations,  I  ordered  Brigadier  Castor  An- 
dechaga  to  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the  seventh 
battalion  of  Biscay,  and  to  turn,  very  early  this 
morning,  the  position  of  the  heights  of  Santa 
Agueda,  situated  on  our  left  This  movement 
was  well  executed,  and  at  nine  o'clock  the  fire  was 
opened.  The  enemy,  in  great  force,  occupied 
the  chain  of  mountains  which  descend  to  the 
convent  of  Burcena,  and  apparentiy  had  the  inten- 
tion of  forming  en  masse  near  that  point;  but  the 
sudden  appearance  of  our  guerillas  on  tiieir  flank, 
and  four  companies,  commanded  by  Brigadier  Pru- 
dencio  Sopelana  on  the  rear  guard,  threw  the 
Christines  into  such  confusion  that  they  fled  in  the 
greatest  disorder. 

Wishing  to  take  advantage  of  this  state  of 
things,  I  ordered  the  river  to  be  crossed  at  the 
ford  Zuvilleta,  by  General  Simon  de  la  Torre, 
with  the  tenth  battalion,  and  Don  Juan  Antonio 
Zaratieigui;  whereupon  they  speedily  got  possession 
of  the  opposite  bank.    The  positions  nearest  to 
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Burcena  were  thus  in  our  power.  Here,  notwith- 
standing the  fire  of  the  enemy,  our  troops  formed 
in  column,  and  the  flank  companies  were  able  to 
join  the  guerillas  of  Castor  Andechaga.  The  rear 
g^uard  of  the  enemy  was  now  surrounded  by  our 
brave  fellows,  and  compelled  to  fly  towards  the 
advanced  guard.  It  was  impossible  to  pursue  them 
any  further,  for  there  they  were  protected  by  two 
squadrons  of  cavalry,  Fort  del  Desierto,  a  steam 
boat,  and  three  Trinccubtras. 

Espartero  has  left  behind  him  a  stain  on  his 
character  greater  than  his  disgraceful  defeat.  The 
village  of  Baracaldo,  and  all  the  houses  in  the  vici- 
nity were  set  on  fire;  amidst  the  smoke  arising, 
we  saw  the  cowards  retreating  towards  Portugalete 
and  Zamorosta,  pursued  by  the  cries  and  gproans 
of  the  unfortunate  beings  thus  driven  to  despair — 
innocent  victims  of  the  most  atrocious  barbarity  ! 

This  afternoon  I  reconnoitred  the  field  of  bat- 
tle occupied  by  the  enemy,  and  the  quantity  of 
dead  bodies  which  covered  it,  proved  that  his  loss 
during  yesterday  and  to-day  must  have  been  very 
considerable — all  which  I  shall  send  your  Excel- 
lency a  detailed  account  of  as  soon  as  I  shall  have 
collected  the  particulars.  In  the  mean  time,  how- 
ever, I  must  make  known  to  your  Excellency  that 
all  the  chiefs,  officers  and  soldiers  have  fulfilled  their 
duty,  and  that  I  have  been  personally  supported 
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in  the  points  of  greatest  danger,  yesterday  and 
to-day,  by  Generals  la  Torre,  Don  Alonso  Cuevil- 
las,  and  the  Count  da  Madeira;  the  Lieutenant«Co- 
lonel  0)unt  de  Mortara,  and  the  Brigadiers  Don 
Juan  Antonio  Guergu£,  Don  Igp[iacio  Lardizabal, 
and  Don  Basilio  Antonio  Oarda, — ^not  omitting 
the  General  Staff  of  the  army,  and  its  excellent 
Chief  Don  Antonio  Urbiztondo. 
God  protect  your  Excellency. 

Bruno  de  Villarreal. 

Heights  of  Cattrejana,  Not.  28th. 
To  the  Minister  of  War. 


GENERAL  COUNT  CA8A    EGUIA's    REPORT    OF    THE 
ATTACK  ON  THE  CONVENT  OF  THE  CONCEPTION. 

Excellent  Sir, — By  my  report  of  this  moiiiing 
your  Excellency  will  have  learned  that  the  enemy 
continued  retreating,  pursued  by  our  troops.  The 
firing  has  now  ceased,  and  I  have  thought  the  mo- 
ment opportune  to  summon  the  town  to  surrender 
on  the  terms  hereafter  mentioned.  As  yet  I  have 
received  no  answer;  they  promise  to  send  a  reply 
to-morrow.  In  the  mean  time  I  have  caused  a  fresh 
battery  to  be  constructed  to  destroy  Fort  Con- 
ception.    I  shall  then  be  enabled  to  take  in  flank 
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the  whole  of  the  defences  of  the  enemy. — God 
protect  your  Excellency. 

Count  de  Casa  Eguia. 

Head-Quarters,  Olareaga,  Not.  28. 
To  the  Minister  of  War. 


The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  cartel  delivered  to 
the  garrison  of  Bilbao: — 

TO   THE   SUPERIOR   CHIEF   OF   THE   ENEMY'S 
TROOPS   IN    BILBAO. 

An  honourable  capitulation  made  in  time,  may 
save  the  town  and  garrison  from  a  frightful  catas- 
trophe. Incendiarism,  pillage,  and  all  the  horrors  to 
which  a  town  taken  by  assault  is  liable,  are  the  evils 
which  I  forsee,  and  which  I  am  desirous  of  avoiding. 
At  a  later  period  it  will  not  be  in  my  power.  If 
you,  who  up  to  the  present  moment  have  loyally 
fulfilled  your  duties,  should  exceed  all  the  limits  of 
prudence  by  a  prolonged  resistance,  you  will  com- 
pel me  to  take  the  place  by  storm,  as  I  did  the 
convent  of  San  Agustin. 

Count  de  Casa  Eguta. 


o5 
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GENERAL    SARASA'S    REPORT    OF   THE    SORTIE 
TOWARDS  THE   PUENTE   NUEVO. 

Excellent  Sir, — At  two  o'clock  this  morning, 
two  companies  of  the  enemy  made  a  sorde  from  fort 
el  Moito;  one  took  the  direction  of  Bazarrate^ 
near  Begona,  where  one  of  our  advanced  pickets 
was  stationed,  and  the  other,  reinforced  by  the  de- 
tachment which  occupies  the  fortified  house  del 
Verdel,  advanced  towards  the  bridge  of  Bolueta,  the 
object  of  both  being  to  get  possession  of  these  two 
points,  and  thus  cut  off  our  communication  by  the 
high  road.  The  company  which  attempted  the  at^ 
tack  on  Bazarrate  was  soon  compelled  to  retreat, 
notwithstanding  the  numerical  inferiority  of  our 
troops;  the  other  party  persisting  in  the  attempt  to 
take  the  post  of  Bolueta,  it  was  reinforced  by  a 
company  from  another  post,  and  they  ultimately 
compelled  the  enemy  to  retreat,  although  the  latter 
were  protected  by  a  tremendous  fire  from  their  forts, 
and  by  musketry,  granades,  &c. 

The  fire  lasted  until  nearly  two  o'clock,  p.  m • 
Our  only  loss  is  one  man  wounded ;  that  of  the 
enemy  must  be  severe,  for  we  saw  them  carry  away 
many  of  the  wounded. 

God  protect  your  Excellency. 

Juan  Manuel  Sarasa. 

Head-quartera  San  Domingo,  Dec  2. 
To  the  Minister  of  War. 
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GENERAL  VILLARREAL's   REPORT  OF  THE  VICTORY 

OF  ASUA. 

Excellent  Sir, — The  enemy  not  appearing  to 
notice  our  numerous  provocations  and  offers  of  bat- 
tle, I  concluded  that  this  indifference  arose  from 
their  being  well  secured  in  strong  positions,  and  I 
resolved  to  make  a  reconnoissance,  in  order  to  see 
whether  it  was  not  possible  to  dislodge  them.  My 
intentions  were  approved  of  by  his  Excellency 
Count  de  Casa  Eguia. 

At  break  of  day  six  companies  of  the  8th  bat- 
talion, and  four  of  the  6th  of  Biscay,  stationed  at 
Umbe,  made  a  flank  movement  towards  the  village 
Luchoa,  to  the  left  of  the  enemy.  I,  with  my 
staff,  and  the  3rd  and  10th  battalions  of  Navarre, 
commanded  by  General  Jos£  Antonio  Goni,  ad- 
vanced on  the  centre,  followed  by  the  companies 
of  Arragonese,  the  first  provincial  battalion,  the 
2d  Guipuscoans,  and  the  Algerines.  The  other 
corps  remained  on  the  lines  ready  to  co-operate  in 
case  of  need. 

At  eight  o'clock,  a.  m.,  the  first  companies 
opened  the  fire ;  that  of  the  guerillas  then  became 
general,  protected  by  our  artillery.  So  bravely 
did  these  troops  conduct  themselves,  that  the  enemy 
was  soon  forced  to  abandon  Luchoa.     At  the  same 
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time.  General  Goni  advanced  by  the  bridge  of 
Asua,  and,  notwithstanding  a  strong  resistance,  at 
mid-day  I  was  master  of  Lnchoa,  Erandio,  Asna, 
Sondica,  and  Lexona.  By  our  manoeavres,  we 
also  obliged  the  enemy  to  change  the  front  of  his 
line,  and  to  retreat  on  the  heights  of  Ondis. 

I  now  drew  up  my  men  on  the  plain,  and,  to 
recommence  the  action,  I  sent  out  guerillas  £rom 
the  different  corps.  The  enemy  had  preriously 
got  possession  of  a  house  situated  on  the  slope  of 
the  mountain,  where  he  had  placed  a  detachment 
From  this  house,  guerillas  were  sent  out;  and  from 
its  proximity  to  our  lines,  we  were  greatly  incon- 
venienced. In  order  to  drive  the  enemy  from  this 
place,  I  ordered  Captain  Don  Manuel  Crespi  to 
charge  with  fifteen  lancers,  belonging  to  the  escort 
of  his  Excellency  General  Eguia,  then  at  my 
side.  This  charge,  executed  with  g^eat  intrepi- 
dity, threw  the  guerillas  into  disorder.  The 
enemy,  however,  desirous  of  making  a  last  effort, 
caused  their  cavalry  to  advance,  thinking  it  would 
do  wonders  against  our  forces  on  the  plain.  The 
charge  was  made  in  full  gallop  on  our  infantry,  but 
was  received  with  the  greatest  coolness,  and  dis- 
charges of  musketry.  The  enemy's  cavalry,  at 
length  was  obliged  to  retreat  in  disorder,  leaving 
many  horses  and  men  on  the  field  of  battle.  No 
second  charge  was  made. 
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The  firing  continued  until  dusk.  I  then  or- 
dered my  soldiers  to  be  cantoned  in  the  villages  I 
had  got  possession  of,  leaving  the  enemy  on  the 
mountains. 

The  garrison  of  Bilbao  seeing  our  troops  en- 
gaged, made  a  sortie  with  considerable  force  to  the 
side  of  Begona ;  but  his  Excellency  General  Sa- 
rasa  having  taken  the  necessary  measures,  they 
were  soon  repulsed  with  loss  by  Brigadier  Don 
Prudencio  Sopelana,  at  the  head  of  some  compa- 
nies of  the  Guides  of  Alava,  the  dd  Provisional 
battalion  of  Castile,  and  the  first  battalion  of 
Alava. 

Our  loss  is  insignificant — ^that  of  the  enemy 
considerable ;  for  they  left  many  of  their  dead  and 
horses  on  the  field  of  action.  We  made  forty 
prisoners. 

The  enemy,  unfortunately,  burnt  and  pillaged 
several  houses  during  the  battle. 

God  protect  your  Excellency. 

Bruno  De  Villarreal. 

Head-quarters,  Erandio,  Dec.  5. 
To  the  Mimater  of  War. 
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GENERAL   SARASA's   REPORT   OF   THE    SORTIE 
FROM   BILBAO,   THE   5tH    DEC. 

Excellent  Sir, — The  garrison  of  Bilbao,  hear- 
ing the  firing  of  the  engagement,  were  desirous  of 
ascertaining  whether  our  line  was  well  secured. 
For  this  purpose,  at  11  o'clock  a*  m«,  600  men  made 
a  sortie,  advancing  on  the  Rotura,  a  point  situated 
near  the  church  of  Begona,  and  where  one  of  our 
advanced  posts  was  stationed.  At  the  approach  of 
the  enemy  this  post  was  obliged  to  retreat  on  the 
reserve.  The  enemy  then  sent  out  their  guerillas 
in  the  direction  of  the  high  road,  to  the  side  of 
Ometa.  The  fire  was  commenced  by  the  drd  Pro- 
vincial battalion  then  at  the  advanced  posts ;  this 
battalion  was  soon  reinforced  by  several  other  com- 
panies. The  enemy's  guerillas  advanced  on  the 
companies  which  I  had  stationed  in  the  houses  of 
Orneta  and  Cherdinaga,  and  which  received  or- 
ders to  remain  firm ;  but  a  half  company  stationed 
in  the  houses  called  Panaderias,  in  Begona,  and  at 
Bazarrate,  were  obliged  to  give  way  to  superior 
numbers,  and  retire. 

Things  were  in  this  state,  and  the  combat  sus- 
tained with  vigour,  when  the  1st  battalion  of  Alava 
entered  the  field  of  action.  I  caused  it  to  form  in 
column  at  the  Hermitage.  I  now  perceived  that  the 
enemy  were  about  to  set  fire  to  the  Panaderias,  and 
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two  houses  close  to  it  I  caused  the  two  companies 
of  the  guides  of  Alava,  which  I  had  in  reserve, 
to  advance,  and  to  charge  by  the  right  flank.  This 
movement  was  executed  with  promptness.  The 
enemy  at  the  moment  received  from  the  town  a 
reinforcement  of  1400  men,  divided  into  two  co- 
lomns.  The  strongest  placed  itself  in  the  Ciroo, 
and  the  other  near  to  the  church  of  Begoiia,  from 
whence  it  could  assist  the  600  men.  That  in  the 
Circo  acted  as  a  reserve.  Notwithstanding  all  the 
efforts  of  the  enemy,  they  could  not  gain  an  inch  of 
ground  from  our  brave  fellows,  their  only  success 
being  the  burning  of  six  houses  near  to  the  city, 
including  the  Panaderias. 

At  six  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  enemy  were  retreating 
in  disorder,  pursued  as  far  as  the  Rotura,  although 
protected  by  a  heavy  fire  from  the  church  of  Be* 
gona,  and  the  artillery  of  the  forts. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  must  be  serious,  they 
having  carried  away  with  them  a  great  many  dead 
and  wounded ;  ours  is  trifling.  I  will  send  your 
Excellency  full  details,  as  well  as  the  names  of 
those  who  most  distinguished  themselves. 

God  protect  your  Excellency. 

Juan  Manuel  Sarasa. 

Head-quarters,  San  Domingo,  oyer  Bilbao^ 
Dec.  5, 1836,  seven  o'clock. 
To  the  Minister  of  War. 
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GENERAL  VILLARREAL'S    REPORT   OF   THE  BATTLE 
OF   LUCHANA,  25tH  DECEMBER,    1636. 

Excellent  Sir, — Yesterday  (the  24th)  was 
the  day  fixed  upon  for  the  attack  against  the  ene- 
my's position.  Before  day-break  our  troops  began 
to  march;  but  very  soon  a  tremendous  storm 
accompanied  by  a  heavy  fidi  of  snow  forced  them 
to  halt.  Nevertheless,  the  enemy's  guerillas,  who 
considerably  harassed  our  right  flank,  had  been 
previously  repulsed.  The  enemy  now  pointed  his 
artillery  upon  the  bridge  of  Luchana;  our  batteries 
replied ;  but  towards  four  o'clock  the  fog  had  be- 
come so  thick  that  the  firing  on  both  sides  ceased. 
The  enemy,  however,  profited  by  that  suspension 
of  arms  and  caused  all  their  vessels  to  ascend  the 
river,  as  £Bir  as  the  arch  of  the  bridge  of  Luchana. 
The  crews  of  the  trincaduras  seized  the  first  bat- 
tery, but  not  until  after  a  frightful  carnage  of  their 
comrades  had  been  made,  over  whose  dead  bodies 
heaped  up,  they  effected  their  entrance ;  but  at  the 
same  moment  I  reinforced  the  position  by  three 
battalions  of  Alava.  Words  are  wanting  to  repre- 
sent all  the  subsequent  horrors  of  that  lamentable 
night.  The  firing  of  the  musketry  and  bombs  car^ 
ried  destruction  in  every  direction.     At  three  dif- 


APPENDIX.  305 

ferent  intervals  the  enemy  reached  the  heights  of 
Cabras  and  Arreagas,  but  were  repulsed  by  our 
brave  soldiers  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  leaving 
with  us  several  prisoners  and  muskets. 

The  light  from  the  snow  on  this  sanguinary 
night,  showed  the  combat  in  all  its  horrors, — the 
earth  covered  with  mutilated  bodies  and  blood  ! 
Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  carnage,  when  1 
inform  your  Excellency  that  it  lasted  fourteen 
hours,  and  that  the  ground  was  disputed  inch  by 
inch. 

The  continuance  of  the  tempest  compelled  us  to 
cease  firing,  and  we  retreated  in  good  order ;  seve- 
ral pieces  of  artillery  and  our  positions  remain  in 
the  possession  of  the  enemy. 

God  protect  your  Excellency. 

Bruno  de  Villarreal. 

Head-quarters,  Oaldacana,  Dec.  26, 1836. 
To  the  Universal  Minister. 


FROM  THE  SAME  TO  THE  SAME. 

Excellent  Sir, — I  will  arrange  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible,  all  the  details  of  the  affidr  of  the 
24tfa,  and  of  the  succeeding  night,  and  forward 
them  to  your  Excellency.  The  loss  sustained  by 
the  army  under  my  command  shall  be  estimated 
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with  the  utmost  exactneaB.  Your  Excellency  will 
see  that  it  has  not  been  very  considerable ;  that 
of  the  enemy  was  enonnoos.  They  mounted  to 
our  positions  over  the  dead  bodies  of  their  oom- 
panionSy  and  three  times  overthrown  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet  by  our  gallant  soldiers,  they  were 
precipitated  from  the  top  of  the  hUL  Four  times 
our  troops  were  charged  by  the  enemy,  and  four 
times  did  we  repulse  them ;  and  if  our  adversaries 
succeeded  by  means  of  numbers  trebling  our  own, 
in  forcing  our  positions,  that  success  cost  them  dear. 
God  preserve  you. 

Bruno  de  Villarreal. 

Head-quarten,  Galdacano,  December  216, 183S. 
To  the  Univenal  Miniiter. 


In  June  1837,  the  Carlist  forces  were  estimated 
as  follows : — 

In  the  Basque  ProYincea  and  Navarre,  under  Guibelalde 

and  Uranga — not  including  armed  peaaants  • 35,000 

Under  Don  Carlos,  gone  to  Catalonia  •••••• 12,000 

In  Catalonia,  well  armed,  under  various  leaders,  and 

oiiganized,  23  Battaliona— say 20,000 

In  Valencia,  under  Cabrera,  Serrador,  and  others  ....  16,000 

In  Lower  Arragon,  chiefly  with  the  expedition.  •••.•..  10,000 

In  ▼arious  parts  of  the  kingdom,  in  small  bands 6,000 

96,000 
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(D.) 


The  following  amusing  illustration  of  liberal 
legislation  in  mercantile  matters,  is  extracted  from 
the  correspondence  of  the  Morning  Chronicle^  dated 
Bilbao,  Jan.  15. 

*<  The  Junta  of  the  Armament  and  Defence  of 
Biscay,  which  has  rendered  such  distinguished,  such 
invaluable  service  during  the  late  sanguinary  strug- 
gle, has  just  issued  a  proclamation,  informing  the 
public  that  the  General-in-chief  has  in  virtue  of 
the  full  powers  with  which  he  is  invested,  acceded 
to  the  request  of  the  Junta  to  repeal  the  edict  issued 
by  General  Cordova,  in  December  1835,  prohi- 
biting any  articles  of  merchandise  to  be  sent  out  of 
Bilbao.  This  blockade  system  has  been  most  pre- 
judicial to  the  commercial  interests  of  the  city, 
without  having  in  the  slightest  degree  crippled  the 
Carlists,  who,  as  is  notorious,  receive  every  species 
of  supply  by  the  French  frontier.        *        * 
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<<By  the  raising  of  the  commercial  blockade, 
which  is  accorded  by  decree  of  the  General-in-chief, 
dated  the  4th  instant,  all  arddes  of  legal  mercantile 
traffic  are  permitted  to  be  exported  from  Bilbao  by 
land  and  water,  toUh  the  exception  ofthefdUowing : — 

''Every  species  of  arms,  munitions,  military 
clothing,  insignia,  equipments  and  warlike  stores 
— pitch,  shoes,  either  men's  or  women's;  hemp, 
copper,  in  whatever  form ;  hides,  tin  and  tin  plates, 
tow,  brass,  lead,  and  resin.  For  the  moment 
also  and  until  the  place  shall  become  better  sup- 
plied, the  Junta  prohibits  the  exportation  of  flour 
of  every  description,  grain  of  all  kinds,  rice,  beans, 
peas,  salt,  country  wine,  brandy  and  oil.'' 

Such  is  the  free-trade  accorded  by  the  govern- 
ment of  Isabella  11. !  M 


The  following  document  also  appeared  at  the 
same  time  in  the  columns  of  The  MaminffChranick. 

PROCLAMATION    OF  THE   CHRISTINO   JUNTA    OF 

BISCAY. 

The  Provincial  Deputation  and  Junta  of  Arma- 
ment and  Defence  of  Biscay  would  be  wanting  in 
tiiose  duties  which  gratitude  and  justice  render  in- 
cumbent on  them,  if  they  omitted  to  give  a  public 
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and  solemn  testimony  of  their  sentiments  towards 
those  who  have  contributed  by  their  efforts  to  save 
Bilbao  from  a  frightfiil  catastrophe.    The  gallant 
garrison  of  this  town,  and  its  meritorious  national 
militia  of  all  classes,  have  given  in  presence  of 
these  authorities  such  repeated  and  solemn  proofs 
of  long-suffering,  valour,  and  heroism;  the  civil 
and  military  authorities  have  displayed  so  much 
good-will,  activity,  and  intrepidity,  that  it  is  im- 
possible either  to  appreciate  sufficiently  the  high 
value  of  their  virtues,  or  to  refuse  them  the  tribute 
of  admiration  and  eulogium  to  which  they  have 
entitled  themselves.    ,But  what  fruit  would  the  sa- 
crifices, the  sufferings,  the  indomitable    courage, 
the  blood  so  copiously  shed  have  produced,  if  the 
armies  of  the  north,  and  of  the  reserve,  guided  by 
their  gallant  and  intrepid  chief,  his  Excellency 
Don  Baldomero  Espartero;   if  the  Spanish  and 
English  vessels ;  if  the  generous  seamen  of  those 
nations  had  not  rushed  into  difficulties  and  dangers 
to  liberate  this  town  ?    Neither  deep  rivers,  nor 
almost  inaccessible  mountains  crowned  with  formi- 
dable batteries,  supported  by  the  most  celebrated 
champions  of  usurpation  and  despotism,  nor  the 
darkness  of  the  night,  and  an  unheard-of  tempest 
of  snow  and  hail,  could  restrain  the  impetuous  ar- 
dour of  the  soldiers  of  liberty,  who,  conquering 


310  APPENDIX. 

almost  insuperable  obstacles,  their  brows  crowned 
with  well*inerited  laurel,  came  to  embrace  their 
companions  and  to  admire  the  prodigies  of  an  equal 
importance  which  had  been  performed  by  the  de- 
fenders of  all  class^  of  this  heroic  town,  whose 
walls  and  edifices  proclaim  with  sublime  eloquence 
the  high  deeds  of  which  they  had  been  witnesses. 

It  is  doubtless  gratifying  to  bestow  just  praises 
on  all,  and  the  Deputation  and  Junta  fulfil  this 
most  pleasing  oblation  with  a  pure  and  inexpres- 
sible delight  Receive  then,  the  homage  of  their 
sincere  gratitude,  of  their  admiration, — all  who  have 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  concurred  in  saving 
this  immortal  town;  and  who  have  rendered  so  sig- 
nal and  immense  a  service  to  the  cause  of  their 
country. 

(Signatures) 

Santos  San  Miguel,  President;  Miguel  de  la 
Fuente;  Vicente  de  Ansotegui;  Jos£  Pedro 
de  Echevarria;  Antonio  de  Irigoyen;  Ro- 
mualda  de  Arellano ;  Manuel  Maria  de  Guen- 
dica;  Jo66  Maria  de  Uria  Na&rrondo;  Sant- 
iago Maria  de  Ingunza ;  Jos6  Bias  de  Arana ; 
Tomas  J.  de  Epalza;  Tiburcio  Maria  de 
Recacoechea;  Jose  de  Busturia;  Antonio  de 
Arana ;    Jos^  Pantaleon  de  Aguirre ;    Jose 
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Antonio  de  Ibarre;  Antonio  Cirilo  de  Vildo- 
sola;  Francisco  de  Gaminde;  Gabriel  Maria 
de  Orbegozo;  Melqniades  de  Ech^varri;  J. 
S.  de  Lequerica ;  Por  Acuerdo  de  S.  E.  la 
Dipatadon  Provincial  y  Junta  de  Armamento 
y  Defensa  de  Vizcaya ;  Manuel  de  Barandino, 
Secretario  Interino. 

BUbao^Jan.  1,  1837- 


THE   END. 


Gilbert  &  Rivinoton.  Printer*,  St.  John's  Square,  London. 
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